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Introduction
Homework has become a hot topic in our school district and I have experienced some parental concerns in terms of how much homework was being completed by several of my students earlier this year.  This has caused me to reconsider my beliefs and practice regarding homework in the elementary grades.  The purpose of this project is to describe the parental feelings and opinions of homework at École St. Pius X.  My goal is to explore parents’ understandings and perceptions of homework at École St. Pius X. 

This will be a descriptive study of the homework engagement of the students at St. Pius as well as how this engagement impacts their lives.  I will analyze survey data gathered from parent surveys.  This project will be conducted within the theoretical framework of Cameron and Bartel’s 2007 study Homework Realities: A Canadian Study of Parental Opinions and Attitudes.  Permission has been granted to adapt the questions for my survey.   This survey does not infringe on Catholic doctrine nor is Catholicity a focus in this project. 

I will administer the survey in an online format and I will write a letter of invitation to participate in the surveys.  I hope to have about 100 participants in the survey
Review of related literature

I cannot remember a time in my life when I did not know what homework was.  Like most people I have vivid memories of completing and not completing homework as a child.   As a teacher homework was just something I did because it seemed that to be a good teacher you assigned homework.   This attitude probably came to me as much from the parents of my students as it did from the teacher across the hall.  Every year I that I have taught I have had parents that wanted their children to have homework, often asking for extra work over and above what all the other children are doing.  Some of them undoubtedly had memories of homework as children, others wanted their children to be occupied in the evenings.  Over the years many of my parents have been professional people who held high academic standards for their children.  Homework was a way for these parents to feel involved in their children’s school lives.  

This year after a couple of complaints I reflected a bit more on homework.  I did some reading and have come to the conclusion that maybe I was giving too much homework. 

During this presentation I will speak to you about some of the literature I have been reading for the past month or so as well as sharing some of my past and present practice with homework as a teacher.  

The first article I would like to discuss is Gill and Schlossman’s Villain or Savior? The American Discourse on Homework.  This work gives us some of the history of homework in North America.  The authors look at 4 distinct time periods and then discuss three main questions.  

As I read this article the most interesting thing for me was that major cultural events seemed to spark changes in thinking about education and homework.  For example during the cold war when the US seemed to be losing the space race new standards of excellence were introduced to compete with Russian students. Some of these involved varying amounts of homework.  On the other hand during the counter cultural era and the Vietnam war attitudes toward schooling and the attitude toward homework and authority in general became more negative. 

Recent developments in our school district have led me to believe that we are on the cusp of another shift in thinking on homework.  I see links to aspects of 21st century learning in this shift.  For example there is more focus on creative and critical thinking than there is on rote learning.  Most of the literature I have read up to this point has led me to believe that the pendulum is swinging away from support and promotion of homework for all grades.   Consequences for homework, intrusion into family life, development of negative attitudes toward school, and grades for homework have had a great effect in disillusioning parents, students and teachers on the value of homework.  

The second article in this presentation is Down with Homework by Alfie Kohn.  

Alfie Kohn is one of the more vocal crusaders against homework.  His name and references to his work, appear throughout the literature on homework.  Most of his arguments seem to focus on qualitative sources rather than quantitative.  Some might interpret this as a weakness in his arguments but it does not mean that he does not have any data to back up his positions on homework, especially for the younger grades.  On the other hand Kohn states in his article, Down with Homework, that the benefits of homework such as higher achievement and the promotion of virtues such as self discipline and responsibility are not substantiated by quantitative research either.  

His main arguments against homework are:

· There is no evidence to demonstrate that homework benefits students below high school age.  

· Homework has been shown to negatively impact student’s attitudes toward school. 

· Some studies have shown a small relationship to homework and achievement at the high school level. 

· No study has ever been produced that shows that homework yields non-academic benefits such as self-discipline, independence and perseverance.   The idea that homework builds character is a myth. 

Kohn does not stop at identifying his arguments against homework.  He also discusses the negative effects of homework on elementary students. 

· Homework simultaneously overwhelms struggling students while removing the joy for high achievers. 

· Although parents accept homework many state that homework intrudes on family life. 

· Excessive homework stresses and exhausts children. 

I first heard of Kohn in 2006.  At first I dismissed him as a kook.  I continued my homework practices as I always had.  I used a combination of reasons to justify assigning homework.  I told myself that as long as students worked hard in class and completed their assignments during the day they would not be overburdened with homework.  I used homework as a way to encourage students to manage their time.  I had always been told and therefore assumed that homework built character and promoted time management skills even though homework has never had that effect on me personally.   In fact it could be said that as a teacher I was the polar opposite of the views that Kohn represents in his position on homework.  Since becoming more informed on the topic of homework I have changed my opinion somewhat.  Earlier this school year I had several parents come to me with concerns that their children were doing too much homework, this was not the first time in my career that I had heard this argument.  It was true that these students were engaged in extra-curricular activities and so I was pretty dismissive to their complaints at first.  As I began doing some reading on the topic I revised my stance on homework.  This has caused me to be more reflective and focused in my teaching practices.  My students seem much happier and more focused in class.  I have recently begun setting small goals in class for completing assignments during the day.  Rather than saying we have 1 hour to work on this lesson I will say the goal is to finish #1-3 in 15 minutes or something like that.  

Down with homework does more than just summarize research findings and listing the negative effects of homework.  Kohn also gives a set of recommendations for creating meaningful homework tasks. 

· Design homework with your students.   If students have a say in their work they will be more committed to doing it. 

· Only assign homework that you have designed as opposed to worksheets, textbook or completion work. 

· Individualize and tailor assignments to the needs of students. 

· Do not use homework assessment to determine grades. 

· Consider taking a break from assigning homework. 

Kohn makes a strong argument for his opinions.  Since trying some of his recommendations and looking at homework through a different lens many of my longstanding beliefs about learning, homework and students in general have been eroded somewhat.  I do not see this as a bad thing.  The desire to be a strong teacher early in my career caused me to assign and believe in homework.  The desire to be a good teacher is the same thing that has caused me to rethink my position on homework.

The third article in this presentation is Reflecting on the Homework Ritual: Assignments and Designs. Theory Into Practice by Frances Van Voorhis
I chose this article for several reasons.  Although the author concedes that there may be problems with common homework designs Van Voorhis takes a more moderate stance on the issue.   This article is intended as a reflective tool for teachers to use in examining their own homework practice.   Van Voorhis also emphasizes the design of interactive homework assignments for students.  She uses the acronym TIPS, which stands for Teachers Involve Parents in schoolwork.   TIPS assignments are different from independent homework because they are designed to promote conversation between student and parent.  Another difference is that TIPS assignments have flexible timelines.  

In her article Van Voorhis identifies several areas that require school wide attention when planning homework policies.  These items are:

· student time spent on homework

· communication between school and home about homework policies

· the instructional, communicative, and political purposes of homework

· similarities and differences between interactive and independent homework

· Homework design that encourages student and family interactions

· Steps needed to develop a full program of interactive homework.  

Van Voorhis then goes on to describe research pertaining to each of the 6 items stated above.   For example she reports that only a small percentage of 9, 13 and 17 year olds report doing more than 2 hours of homework per night.  Because this affects only a small number of students it could be seen as contradictory to someone like Alfie Kohn.  When one reads Kohn`s article one is led to believe that homework is tantamount to child abuse and that it affects a large portion of the population.  Clearly Van Voorhis prefers a more moderate approach.  Although I can appreciate this moderate approach I feel that teachers would still have to differentiate a TIPS assignment based on family needs and desires.  A teacher could not simply design a one size fits all assignment for all students in the class.   On the other hand the TIPS method would likely fit into Kohn`s recommendation of ``assign what you design``.

Studies that Van Voorhis identifies as well as other studies in this presentation reveal that parents are an integral part of the homework machine.  They remind their children, set up schedules, offer assistance, fight and cajole all in the name of homework.  However the author tells us that there is little communication between home and school in terms of homework.  In examining my own practice I am unsure where I would fit within this spectrum.  I like to think I have always made an effort to keep parents abreast of homework procedures, expectations and guidelines.  I have mainly accomplished this through the use of frequently updated web pages.  I have adopted this method to help parents who do not understand French.  Other teachers use the agenda as a communication tool.  But I have never been a big fan of the agenda., maybe because I have never picked up the habit of using one. 

Luckily Van Voorhis offers us an alternative to the purposes for homework listed. In this article we are introduced to the concept of interactive homework.    TIPS stands for Teachers Involving Parents in Schoolwork.  Several differences exist between independent and interactive homework assignments.  All TIPS assignments are written to promote conversations between child and parent or other family member.  The other difference is that TIPS assignments do not necessarily have firm deadlines.  A teacher would allow more time to complete assignments or perhaps allow more flexibility in the completion time expectations.  
I like the ideas that Van Voorhis presents in her arguments.   Her TIPS method sounds like a viable compromise and an opportunity to differentiate homework practices in the classroom.  

The last article in this presentation is RESEARCHERS ATE THE HOMEWORK!: PERSPECTIVES OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS
Cameron and Bartel look at homework from a Canadian point of view.  Their work examines the homework perspectives and views of parents and teachers.  I would consider this work to be more scientific than Kohn’s because Cameron and Bartel are not simply reporting on the findings of other researchers.  They actually conducted a nationwide study of homework.  Cameron and Bartel examined both quantitative and qualitative data in their study.   This data was obtained through 2 national surveys on homework.   A number of issues emerged from the data. 

· Difficulty in determining what is an appropriate amount of time for students to spend on homework. 

· Homework can cause too much stress for younger learners. 

· The amount of parental help or supervision that is required to complete homework tasks. 

· Does the homework have value or is it just busy work?

· Are the expectations for homework assignments too high? 

Our school and my classroom currently subscribe to the 10 minutes per grade rule of homework assignments.  Earlier this school year, I had to put a cap on how much homework my students were doing because of some of the same reasons that were stated in this article.  Cameron and Bartel make a strong argument for why the 10 minute per grade rule is not effective.   I have noticed this in my own practice.  For example for some students it seems to take them forever to get down to work.  Time is wasted on looking for pencils or other distractions.  For other students this is not a problem and they are able to complete assignments within the allotted time frame.   Interest and motivation are also factors in how much time a particular assignment might take to complete.  I agree with the researchers on this point.  Even my revised policy of 50 minutes of ``independent study`` per night now seems naive and short-sighted.  

Stress is another issue that comes out of the data.  The authors tell us about numerous references to stress in the qualitative data of the study.  I must also admit that homework caused me stress as an elementary school student.  I was afraid of the embarrassment I felt when my grade five teacher asked me where my homework was and why it had not been completed.  I felt belittled when she scolded me in front of my smirking classmates.  In grade 7 and 8 my well meaning teacher had students make an entry in the incomplete homework log.  He always made a dramatic show of passing the book around and students who had never had the dubious privilege of autographing his tome took pleasure in seeing me squirm.  These experiences not only created stress for me but they cultivated negative attitudes about school and education in general for a long time thereafter.  For these reasons I have no difficulty in accepting Cameron and Bartel`s assertion that homework causes stress for students.  

As a French immersion teacher I have often been told by parents that ``WE were unable to complete the homework because WE did not understand the French``  This raises 2 questions for me.  The first is; Who is doing the work?  The second is; What was it about my lesson that failed to provide what the student needed to complete the assignment?

As a teacher I have occasionally given homework tasks that could be considered busy work.  Most of the time this has come at parental requests, one of the common points of the studies I have read so far is that although homework puts a strain on families most parents continue to accept it as an inevitability.  This finding also coincides and supports Gill and Schlossman`s finding that parent support for homework has remained fairly strong throughout the 20th century. 

Reading these articles has caused me to be reflective and consider changes in my practice.  I still feel there is a place for homework but I think that teachers may need to really think about what they are doing when they give homework.

Method
This project duplicates the work of Linda Cameron and Lee Bartel of Ontario.  In 2006 they completed a homework study titled; The Homework Realities Survey.  I came across their work in my literature searches on homework.   I became interested in this issue earlier this school year when a parent questioned my homework policy.   It is important to note that the findings within this report reflect hypothetical data.  This data was created with approval from Dr. Steed.   Once my research proposal has been approved by Calgary Catholic School District I will conduct the survey and compare the results to the hypothetical data in this report. 
I obtained permission from Cameron and Bartel to use their survey questionnaire.   I modified the questionnaire by omitting 11 questions; these questions had to be omitted because they would have enabled the researcher to identify the participants.  Because it is important to guarantee anonymity to the participants this becomes an ethical issue because the omitted questions concerned demographics of the parents responding to the survey.  Since the school population is relatively small and I have been here for 5 years I know most of the families that attend our school.  
Parents of our school community are the intended participants of this survey.   There are approximately 140 parents in our school community I am hoping for about 100 responses from the survey at St. Pius X. 
Findings/results
I. Demographic Characteristics of the Respondents (n=100)
The 100 respondents of the survey at St. Pius X were composed mainly of mothers, fathers and secondary caregivers such as grandparents, aunts and older siblings.  It was important to gather this information because I wanted to see if it was mostly parents helping children with homework and which parent.
RESPONDENTS

                             Respondent              Percent
Mother
80

Father
14

Other
6
This child is in division

	Division I
	Division II

	50
	50


This question was modified from the original survey.  This question was added to the questionnaire because it is important to know the approximate grade level of the children involved in the parent’s responses.  The amount of homework completed by a grade 1 student is or should be different from a grade 6 student. 
II. Amount and Type of Homework

On average how much time do students spend per evening on homework?
Our school currently subscribes to the 10 minute per night per grade rule.  10 minutes for grade 1, 20 minutes for grade 2, 30 minutes for grade 3 and so on.  The amount of time spent on homework has been mentioned to me in passing by several parents in the past.

This data would seem to indicate a fairly even response from all the grades at St. Pius X.   However it does not necessarily mean that students in the higher grades do more homework.  It is impossible to deduct that information because our school population is small and confidentiality would be difficult to maintain. 
	Less

than 10 min
	10–

20 min
	20-

30
	30-

45
	45–

60
	60-

90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	8
	8
	30
	40
	10
	4
	0
	0


What kind of homework do children at St. Pius X have?
	
	Always
	Usually
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	Completing work started at school. 
done in school
	30
	25
	25
	10
	10

	Drill and practice to Supplement school work (e.g.math sheets,muscal instrument practice)

	80
	15
	5
	0
	0

	Project type extensions to school work
	15
	25
	30
	5
	0

	Studying for tests
	45
	16
	25
	20
	4


Type of homework as well as amount is one of the most important dimensions of the homework issue.   As I compare the first 2 categories: Completing work started at school and Drill and practice to supplement school work the 80 % in the always field jumps out at me.  The best explanation for this is that our school is a French Immersion school and drill and practice activities are commonly assigned in all grades to boost language skills.  Most of the time this takes the form of reading practice.  Lower numbers in the last 2 categories could indicate that mostly older students study for tests and do larger scale projects at home.   As a teacher I had never really previously considered the type of homework I was asking students to complete.  Most of my homework tasks were completion work and it was rarely differentiated.   Looking at the national data and the data within this study has convinced me that my previous approach may not have been the best. 
How frequently do children at St. Pius get help from?
	
	Always
	Usually
	Sometimes
	Rarely
	Never

	Parent
	74
	19
	7
	0
	0

	Brother or sister
	12
	18
	30
	30
	10

	Friend
	7
	12
	27
	30
	24

	Paid Tutor
	2
	0
	10
	45
	43

	Other
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0


In French immersion homework help is always an issue because of the language barrier.  Quite often parents can help their younger children by listening to them read or by getting instructions from the teacher on specific regular tasks.  However by the time students reach division II they are quite often left to rely on their older siblings, the internet or any other resources they may be able to access.  Some students may call their friends for help and a smaller number have the means to rely on private tutors, although these days this is rarer in French Immersion than it used to be. 
How competent do caregivers feel helping their child with homework?
	Completely competent
	Somewhat competent
	Not sure
	Somewhat incompetent
	Very incompetent
incompetent

	13
	27
	40
	10
	10


Although the vast majority of our parents are not French speaking some parents still feel comfortable helping their children with homework to some degree.  Most of our parents are professionals who hold high educational standards for their children.   Parents of children in division I feel more competent because the French is still quite basic.   By division II parents start to feel less sure of themselves.  It is around this time that parents start to ask for advice about homework.  Parents usually ask how they can help their children.  Parents who can afford it consider private tutors. 
III. Homework attitudes of children and parents

What are the attitudes toward homework of the students at St. Pius X?
	
	Enthusiastic

	Willingly cooperative
	Grudgingly cooperative
	Somewhat resistant
	Very resistant

	Child 1
	12
	42
	20
	15
	11


These numbers reflect a mostly accepting attitude toward homework.  This is typical of younger students who start school with a welcoming attitude toward homework.  As they progress through the primary grades and more and more pressure is placed upon them their disdain for homework grows.   Students go from being enthusiastic to very resistant.  Most French Immersion parents support homework.  The parents of French Immersion usually understand the extra demands a program such as French Immersion places on children.  
What are parents’ attitudes toward the teacher’s assignment of homework?
	Completely supportive
Supportive
	Somewhat supportive
	Hesitant
	Somewhat opposed
	Very opposed

	35
	25
	17
	13
	10


There seems to be a correlation in the data between the homework attitudes of children and the parents’ attitudes toward homework.  The more enthusiastic and willingly cooperative the children are the more supportive parents seem to be.  I have also noticed this informally in my daily practices as an elementary teacher.  
What resources do students at St. Pius X access to help with homework?
	Resources from school

the school
	Internet
	Community library
	Books available at home

	14
	75
	10
	1


It is easy to conclude from this question that most if not all students within the École St. Pius X community have access to the internet at home.   Once again this could be because our parents occupy a higher socio-economic bracket than the general population.  
What effects do parents believe homework is having on their child’s academic achievement?
	Very positive
positive
	Somewhat positive
	Neutral
	Somewhat negative
	Very negative

	35
	25
	10
	20
	10


The data from this question reinforces what I have suspected in the past.  Most parents at our school are professional people who hold high standards for their children.  It is not surprising therefore that 35% of respondents feel that the homework  their children are asked to do has a very positive or at least a somewhat positive effect on their child’s academic achievement.  
IV. Homework and Extracurricular Activities
Most of the students at St. Pius engage in some sort of extracurricular activity.  These activities are varied but can be placed in the following categories; music, dance, swim, sports, religious, household, paid and other.  

What other activities are children at St. Pius X engaged in?
	Music

Lessons
	Dance

Lessons
	Swim

Lessons
	Sports

teams
	Religious

programs
	Household

chores
	Paid

job
	Other

	50
	12
	10
	20
	2
	6
	0
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


How much time on average do the students of St. Pius spend in an average day watching TV?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	9
	43
	28
	20
	
	
	
	


To me this was one of the most interesting questions in the survey.  TV has long been labelled a waste of time by many people and I suspect that some of the numbers in the survey may not be quite accurate because even though parents know the survey is anonymous I am not sure they would have been completely honest.  Some parents may also not know how much television their children watch.    I look at the television viewing habits of my children and I know that they watch more than 1 hour per day of television on average yet the numbers in this table do not reflect that.  I know that the students at St. Pius X watch television because of they understand references I sometimes make and I hear them talking about their favourite television programs.  
How much time on average do the students of St. Pius spend in an average day watching DVDs/Videos?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	0
	45
	25
	30
	10
	0
	0
	0


How much time on average do the students at St. Pius spend playing video games per day?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	12
	15
	33
	34
	5
	1
	
	


Video games have also gotten a very bad reputation from teachers and parents alike.   Although writers like Steven Johnson have done much to reverse this trend video games are still blamed for wasting time and their perceived impact on students’ development.   In my opinion this data represents moderate use of video games by the students of our school community.  Like anything else this is probably the best approach.   
How much time on average do the students of St. Pius spend playing imaginatively with toys?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	Morethan

120

	67
	12
	12
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0


Most people would probably place more value on this type of play than video games or watching television.  However, it would seem from the data that most children do not spend much time playing imaginatively with toys.  From my own experience as a parent the 67% in the less that 10 minute column seems a bit high.  I have seen my own children play imaginatively as their first choice.  Although our family has no shortage of electronic devices my own children often prefer to play with their toys. 
How much time on average do the students of St. Pius spend playing outdoors alone or with other children without direct supervision by an adult?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	5
	20
	35
	20
	10
	10
	0
	0


Once again, this type of activity could be considered more valuable by parents because it is outdoors where children are typically more active.   There might also be a correlation between the results of this question and the amount of time spent on structured extracurricular activities and free play time.  Looking at my own family, where our children have few structured extracurricular activities, I notice that my own children spend a good portion of time playing outside with other neighbourhood children.  Children who engage in many extracurricular activities simply might not have time to spend time playing outdoors.  
How much time on average do the children at St. Pius spend in a day listening to music?
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-30
	30-45
	45–60
	60-90
	90-120
	More than 120

	5
	15
	44
	10
	12
	7
	3
	4


How much time per day does your child spend engaged in self-initiated and self-directed activities related to learning: For example reading a book, writing a story, drawing or painting, researching something of interest, composing a song, etc
	Less than

10 min
	10–
20 min
	20-
30
	30-45
	45–

60
	60-90
	90-

120
	More

than

120

	4
	34
	30
	23
	7
	2
	0
	0


V.  Homework Policy
 Compared  to when you were a child, the amount of homework today is
	Much less
	Somewhat less
	The same
	Somewhat more
	Much more

	32
	41
	13
	10
	4


The data in this question reinforces some of the findings in Gill and Schlossman`s article on the history of homework.  We can clearly see that parents remember doing less homework when they were children.  Many parents also may have had fewer extra-curricular activities so it may seem to them that they had more free time when they were children.  At the other end of the scale we see parents that had more homework when they were children.  It could be that these parents come from other cultures or backgrounds and had more demands placed on them as children.  

What policy does each of the following have related to homework?
	
	No policy
policy
	Communicated expectations but no formal policy
	Clearly stated policy
	Not sure

	Class- Teacher

	21
	25
	25
	29

	School
	20
	12
	25
	43

	School Board or

district
	8
	12
	20
	60


This information is clearly printed at the front of the agendas students receive in the fall.  Our school asks that students go home and read through the information then sign off that they have read and understand the information.  The data for this question do not indicate this knowledge.  It would seem that some parents are unaware as to what the expectations are regarding homework.  This is hardly surprising as most households have both parents working outside the home.  Fatigue takes its toll.   I can definitely empathize with the parents of our school community.  The last thing I want to do when I get home after a long day of work is to spend time fighting with my child over mind-numbing homework tasks.  
VI. Parental Concerns
29. PLEASE: Tell us about your concerns or experience related to homework
The following is a copy of an email I received last fall.   Many of the concerns in this communication mirror the anecdotal comments of the parents in the Cameron and Bartel study.   I find the qualitative data of the study to be most interesting.  It is easy to understand the level of frustration that parents feel when they express themselves in writing.  It was this letter that convinced me to take a look at the homework issue in my class. 
Mr. Fortier,
 
I wanted to email you because of the amount of homework being sent home this past month.  It seemed like a lot at the beginning of the year and I was hoping that it would settle or that we would get used to it but it still seems overwhelming.  At the orientation you told us that you wouldn't assign homework just to give homework but that the work not completed in class would be sent home and that if it was sent home, it was probably because they were not doing their work in class.  
 
I'm pretty safe to assume that Maria is a hard worker in school because she has always put in her best effort since Kindergarten and her teachers have all said so.  Also because she is very much on top of things and self directed at home.  This past little while there has been homework almost each night with simultaneous projects to work on and then extra homework and so on.  I can't imagine that it is because she hasn't been working hard enough in class, but if it is, I would like to be made aware of that so that I can speak to her.
 
Talking with a few other parents about our kids in general,  the conversation led to the amount of homework assigned and I noticed that I'm not the only one that is overwhelmed.  If we factor in the reading,  which,  by the way,  we have not had any time for lately because of all the assignments due,  these students are definitely getting much more than 40 minutes of homework a night which is what the maximum expectation is at this grade level.
 
With more than one big project on the go,  math pages, Robert Junior, viewing videos, taking notes, reading expectation, etc. I really feel that it is too much for them to do at home and that perhaps they should be given more class time to complete these assignments.  It feels like they are expected to do the bulk of the work at home.  In the past couple of weeks,  Maria has worked on her All About Me Project for many hours.
 
I mentioned,  at the interviews, that we have other activities in the evening.  Ours are on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.   I know other families that are more busy than that with hockey schedules etc. and that leaves little time for work that is assigned on one day and expected the next day.  
 
If we could have a week at a glance (assigned on Monday and due Friday) through your blog then we can check it Monday and figure out our homework schedule for the week so that it is ready for Friday and in that way we can work around our afterschool schedules.
 
The children need to have more time to complete assignments or less homework.  Our children also need to have some down time during the week to spend with their siblings and family.  Fourty minutes a night is appropriate, even an hour at this grade level, but that should include their expected reading time.  
 
I'm sorry to vent and I don't mean to be a difficult parent.  I'm usually pretty laid back and helpful but Maria is feeling somewhat overwhelmed and so am I.  Please respond when you can.
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this email.

Getting this type of letter from a parent is never easy.  I was a bit upset at first but I resisted the temptation to reply to the email.  I waited until the next day after I had had a chance to think about what the parent was saying.  I may have been able to empathize with her because I have children of my own, or it might be because I remember my own struggles with homework as a child.  Either way I recognize that it may not always be possible for students to do homework.  I have come to the conclusion that elementary students might get more educational value with less homework rather than more.  
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