World History I

Mr. Farris    (Room 208)

S Y L L A B U S

CONTACT:       EMAIL:   dfarris@wcs.k12.va.us



Course Description

World History I provides a survey of world history beginning with the prehistory period through the Renaissance (1500 A.D.).  The course will explore the first humans, Asia, Egypt, India, China, Ancient Greece, Rome, world religions, Africa and Europe.
This class will be taught utilizing a mixture of lecture, video, readings, research, small group work, student led activities, art, and discussion.

Course Objectives

The student will improve skills in historical research and geographical analysis by

a)
identifying, analyzing, and interpreting primary and secondary sources to make generalizations about events and life in world history up to 1500 a.d. (c.e.);
b)
using maps, globes, artifacts, and pictures to analyze the physical and cultural landscapes of the world and interpret the past up to 1500 a.d.;
c)
identifying major geographic features important to the study of world history to 1500 a.d.;
d)
identifying and comparing political boundaries with the locations of civilizations, empires, and kingdoms from 4000 b.c. (b.c.e.) to 1500 a.d.;
e)
analyzing trends in human migration and cultural interaction from prehistory to 1500 a.d.;
f)
analyzing the impact of economic forces, including taxation, government spending, trade, resources, and monetary systems on events up o 1500 a.d.

· Students will enhance their understanding and appreciation of the history of the world.

· Students will discover the importance of studying the past and its relation to the present and future.

· Students will exercise their ability to think critically and compare and contrast historical events and facts.

· Students will improve their ability to write, research, ask questions, and contribute to the overall learning environment of the class.

Required Textbook

World History, Spielvogel. ISBN 0-07-823993-1.

*YOUR TEXTBOOK IS AVAILABLE ON LINE AS FOLLOWS:

1. Go to www.glencoe.com or this same log-in information is on my QIA page.
2. Access Online Learning Center 

Top of Form

Choose State *    Virginia (Select from drop-down box)
User * Select Student/Parent
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Bottom of Form

3.  Under ONLINE LEARNING CENTERS, go down to 
High School

   United States History 

   World History
*Select World History

4. Click on the SECOND listing for PREVIOUS EDITIONS

5. At the top of the page click on:

For online book edition click here. [image: image4.bmp]
6. Sign-In or Register

User Name: 
 *All CAPS here


Password:  


Student Supplies Needed
Students will need to supply paper for note taking and a pen or pencil. Additional supplies, if needed, will be announced. A 3-ring notebook is optional but would be helpful in keeping up with class work.
Internet access will be very helpful. I realize not everybody has the internet at home. I will attempt to get the whole class to the library when needed to do the web research in class. If you use your time wisely in the library you can complete it and even prevent having to do it as homework. However, there may be times when you have to complete it outside of class. If you do not have the internet you should go to the Washington County Public Library or some other public source.

Grading Scale
The standard Washington County Public Schools grading scale is used and defined as follows:

A = 93-100
  B = 85-92
   C = 77-84
  D = 70-76
  F = 69 and below
Grades will consist of tests, quizzes, homework, special projects, and group work.

Class Pacing Schedule
The pacing of class will coincide with the County’s pacing guide. The guide is located on the Washington County Public School website under Secondary Resources. It will be adjusted for weather related issues and based upon the different class time periods:


1st period = 180, 47 minute long classes


2nd period = 90, 94 minute long classes

I will list the weekly pacing schedule on the white board inside the classroom.
Important School Policies:

Below is a highlighted, partial-listing of school or County policies. A complete list is available in the AHS School Calendar issued to all students. 

1. Cell Phones – the County’s cell phone policy will be enforced. Please leave your cell phone in your locker or at home. All cell phone usage will be confiscated and turned in to the principal. 
2. Make-up Work & Missing Assignments – a student is expected to make up all work regardless of the reason for the absence. At no time is a student to miss additional class time to make up missed work. Failure to complete make up work will result in a lowering of a student’s grade.
Make-up tests and quizzes will be given on Wednesday mornings at 7:45 a.m. and Thursday after school. A two-day (48 hour notice) must be given to the teacher of a student’s intent to come in and make up a test.

3. Attendance – I will record the daily attendance of all students. Please refer to school calendar and handbook for a complete definition of policies regarding this matter.
Attendance is very important for both the overall learning experience, the benefits of class discussion, not falling behind with assignments and tests, and if eligible, being able to exempt the final exam at the end of the course.

4. Notify both the school nurse and teacher of any medical condition that we should be aware of regarding your health.
Classroom Policies:

1. Respect yourself, your classmates, the teacher, the school and all rules and policies.

2. Be in your seat or immediately next to it when the bell rings. Running/walking into or across the classroom to your seat when the bell is ringing will constitute a tardy.

3. Class Seating: I will do a class seating chart about every 4 weeks. If adjustments need to be made during that time, some students may have to relocate before the new seating chart is completed.
4. No electronic devices in class: Examples are laptop computer, IPOD, PSP, Nintendo, Zune, etc. I know that you can listen to music on the way to class in the halls. Turn them off and remove your headphones when entering the class.
5. Stay in your seat until the bell rings to change class. No standing at door or in aisles waiting on bell to ring. 
6. No drinks except in a bottle with a lid on it. No cups or food or snacks in class. Cups go in trash! 
7. No coats, sweaters, or hoodies in your lap during class. Put the clothing on or put it under your desk or in book bag.

8. Raise your hand to be recognized in order to join in class discussion – do not blurt out answers or opinions. However, sometimes the teacher will call upon students to help provide discussion.

9. Cell phones will be confiscated quickly and as often as needed.

10. No sleeping in class, taking naps or otherwise just laying your head down without permission.  If you are sick, you should go home or to the nurse.

11. Go to the rest room before coming class. No leaving during class unless it is in 2nd block when I will allow a restroom break for the entire class.
12. Stay in your seat during class. Don’t get up to go throw away trash.
Subject  (Social Studies)
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