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Chapter Eleven

Muslim and Arab Americans: Diverse Minorities



Chapter Outline

I.
Muslim and Arab People

· The Arab and Muslim American communities are among the most rapidly growing subordinate groups in the U.S.

· Arabs are an ethnic group. Muslims are a religious group. Islam is the faith (like Christianity). A Muslim is a believer of that religion (like a Christian)

 II.
Arab Americans

· The Arabic language is the single most unifying force among Arabs. Two-thirds of Arab Americans in 2000 came from Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, and Palestine. 

· Diversity underlies virtually everything about Arab Americans in three distinct ways, time of arrival, the point of origin, and a rich variety of religious tradition.

· The deficit model of ethnic identity is important in studying Arab Americans.

III.
Muslim Americans

· Islam is guided by the teachings of Qur'an, the collected sayings or hadeeth, and deeds of the seventh century Prophet Mohammad.  Governments in Muslim countries often reinforce Islamic practices through their laws. Muslims participate in religious rituals and are divided into a variety of faiths and sects.   

· Muslim Americans reflect a blended identity.  

· What makes the American Muslim experience unique is that followers must place even stronger focus on Islam in order to survive in a culture that is so permissive, and indeed, encourages behavior that is prohibited by either Islamic law or their cultural traditions.


A.
Black Muslims

· African Americans who embrace Islam form a significant segment within the Muslim American community.  However, they are not tightly organized into a single religious fellowship.  

· Important leaders have been W. Fard Muhammad, Elijah Muhammad and, Malcolm X.


Malcolm X was originally a member of the Nation of Islam and became the most 
powerful and brilliant voice of Black self-determination in the 1960s. 

· Louis Farrakhan is the most recent spokesperson who led the 1995 Million Man March.

IV.
Immigration to the United States

· Spanish Muslims accompanied explorers and conquistadores to the Americans.  Arabs immigrate as a result of encouragement from U.S.-funded missionary programs in the Middle East in the 19th century.  The National Origins System slowed immigration and there was pressure to assimilate. 

· In the Dearborn, Michigan area there is a great Arab presence.  In 1919, the first mosque was established.  Approximately forty percent of the Detroit, Michigan, area's population today is of Arab ancestry. 

· The professional-preference clauses within the 1965 Immigration and Naturalization Act increased immigration among both Muslims and Arabs.

V.
Contemporary Life in the United States



A.
Family Life and Gender

· Traditionally Islam permitted men to have multiple wives.  Family patterns are more likely to be affected by the traditions of their homeland than by the fact that they are Muslim or Arab.  

· Dress codes exist for both men and women.  Women should wear head coverings.  The hijab refers to a variety of garments that allow women to follow the guidelines of modest dress.

· Gender role differences are not limited to the home and the family.  There are differences based within the faith and in the mosque or masjid. In many mosques there is segregation of the sexes.

· Research Focus  



B.
Education

· Education is important.  Schools are specific to particular expressions of Islam and specific nationalities.  

· Children attending public schools may face the type of adjustment experienced by those of a religious faith different from the dominant one of society.  In districts with larger Muslim student populations, efforts have been made to recognize the religious diversity.



C.
Politics

· Muslims and Arab Americans are politically aware and often active.  Muslims often express the view that their faith encourages political participation.  

· U.S. politicians have begun to take the safe position of refusing campaign money from virtually any group linked to the Muslim or Arab community as charges have escalated that some Arab and Muslim community organizations and charities were giving money to groups who are anti-Israel or supportive of terrorist objectives.

· Research Focus:  Arab and Muslim Women's Gender Roles


VI.
Being Arab or Muslim in the United States

· Recent events have fueled anti-Arab and anti-Muslim feelings.  For example, the 1972 Munich Olympic raid, the 1998, bombings of the U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, and the September 11, 2001 terrorists attacks.  

· Racial profiling at airports and border checkpoints has moved into everyday life.  The U.S. Department of Justice required that all foreign-born Muslim men were to be photographed, fingerprinted, and interviewed.  

· Listen to Our Voices:  Pendulum Swings on Civil Rights

VII.
Issues of Prejudice and Discrimination

· Motion pictures show Muslims and Arabs as untrustworthy, savages, and barbaric.  There is an overemphasis on the extreme representations of Arabs and Muslim Americans in the news and general information programming on television. 

· Recent U.S. surveys found an increased willingness to view Muslims and Arabs as dangerous people who should carry special identification cards.  Hate crimes and harassment toward Arab and Muslim Americans increased sharply since 9/11.  

· Arab Americans and Muslim Americans have not been passive toward their treatment.

VIII. Conclusion


· This chapter has demonstrated that Arab Americans and Muslim Americans have shared in the same prejudice, discrimination, and resistance as have other subordinate groups.  There is great diversity among the Arab American and Muslim American populations.  Recent world events have created new challenges
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Practice Tests

Practice Test One
True-False

1.
T
F
The Arab and Muslim American communities are among the slowest growing subordinate 



groups in the United States.

2.
T
F
The hajj is a pilgrimage that is undertaken at least once in a lifetime to Mecca.

3.
T
F
Many in the South saw making slaves Christians as part of their mission in civilizing the 




enslaved people. 

4.
T
F
Louis Farrakhan is known for his sharp attacks on other Black leaders, for this break with the 



Nation of Islam, and for his apparent shift to support the formation of coalitions with 




progressive Whites. 

5.
T
F
In 2003, there were 33 mosques in the metropolitan Detroit area, serving an estimated 




200,000 Muslims.

Multiple Choice

1.
The single most unifying force among Arabs is


A.
religion.


B.
social class.


C.
the Prophet Muhammad.


D.
language.

2.
Among those identifying themselves as Arab America, the largest single source of ancestry is from


A.
Palestine.


B.
Egypt.


C.
Syria.


D.
Lebanon.

3.
Diversity underlies almost everything about Arab Americans. All of the following are discussed 
about their diversity in the chapter except

A.
the variation in religious tradition.

B.
the variation in language.

C.
the variation in the time of arrival to the United States.

D.
the variation in their point of origin.

4.
The world's largest religion is


A.
Christianity.


B.
Islam.


C.
Buddhism.


D.
Taoism.

5.
Muslims fast during the month of ________, which marks the revelation of the Qu'ran to the Prophet 
Muhammad.


A.
Hajj


B.
Sunnah


C.
Sunnis


D.
Ramadan

6.
The large majority of Muslims in the United States are _________ Muslims.


A.
Shi'ia


B.
Caliph


C.
Sunni


D.
Ka'aba

7.
Islam's authority rests with


A.
the established hierarchy.


B.
the scripture and the teachings of the Prophet.


C.
the clergy in the mosque.


D.
divine revelation.

8.
Roughly, the Arab background of Muslims in the United States is approximately


A.
20-42 percent.


B.
24-33 percent.


C.
12-32 percent.


D.
10-22 percent.

9.
__________ is a three-day feast of charity commemorating Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his son.


A.
Edi alAdha


B.
Shi'ia


C.
Ka'aba


D.
Sunniaba

10.
The simplistic view of the people and history of the Orient with no recognition of change over time or the diversity within its many cultures is


A.
Occidentalism.


B.
Maronitism.


C.
Qumranism.


D.
Orientalism.

Short-Answer Questions
1.

Explain the relationship between Muslim Americans and Arab Americans.

2.
Briefly describe the deficit model of ethnic identity. 

3.

What is meant by the blended identity of Muslim Americans? 

4.

Briefly describe the history of Black Muslims in the United States.

5.

Explain family life and gender roles in Muslim and Arab American families.

Practice Test Two
True-False

1.
T
F
Traditionally, Islam permitted men to have multiple wives--with a maximum of four. 

2.
T
F
The hijab refers to a variety of garments that allow women to follow the guidelines of modest 



dress.

3.
T
F
The immediate aftermath of the 1995 bomb of the federal building in Oklahoma City showed 



the willingness of the public to accept stereotypes of Arab and Muslim Americans. 

4.
T
F
The deficit model of ethnic identity concept is the self-image and worldview that is a 




combination of religious faith, cultural background based on nationality, and the status of 



being a resident of the United States.

5.
T
F
Arabs are an ethnic group and Muslims are a religious group.
Multiple Choice
1.
There are approximately ________ Mosques in the United States.


A.
1,500


B.
1,600


C.
1,700


D.
1,800

2.
Approximately ________ percent of all African Americans are Islam.


A.
5


B.
10


C.
15


D.
20

3.
The Nation of Islam became a well-known and controversial organization under the leadership of


A.
W. Fard Muhammad.


B.
Malcolm X.


C.
Spike Lee.


D.
Elijah Muhammad.

4.
Another name for Malik El-Shabazz is


A.
W. Fard Muhammad.


B.
Malcolm X.


C.
Spike Lee.


D.
Elijah Muhammad.

5.
The ______________ restricted the number of Muslim immigrants to the United States.


A.
Repatriation Act


B.
National Origins System


C.
1965 Immigration and Naturalization Act


D.
Patriot Act

6.
_________ Muslim women should wear head coverings.


A.
Orthodox


B.
Ultra-orthodox


C.
Reformed


D.
Traditional


7.
Mecca and Medina, the most holy mosques in Islam are located in


A.
Syria.


B.
Egypt.


C.
Lebanon.


D.
Saudi Arabia.

8.
The research of _______________underscores the importance of considering immigrant status and commitment to one's faith.


A.
Qur'anic Muhazal

 .
B.
Jawad al-Gheezi


C.
Jen'nan Ghazal Read


D.
Jahan Ghaemi

9.
The American Muslim Alliance is a


A.
nonprofit organization.


B.
profit organization.


C.
public organization.


D.
private charity organization.

10.
The motion picture _________ referred to Arabs as barbaric.


A.
The Mummy


B.
True Lies


C.
Aladdin


D.
The Mummy Returns

Short-Answer Questions
1.

Explain the role of education for Muslim Americans.

2.
How as being Arab or Muslim in the United States changed since 9/11?

3.

Explain whether or not you think the Department of Justice has overreached its boundaries, since 


9/11, by implementing several programs that have allegedly caused harm to Arab and Muslim 


immigrants and visitors to the United States. 

4.

Describe the differences between African American Muslims from other practicing Muslims in the 

United States.

5.

Briefly describe hijab, hajj, and jihad.
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True-False



Multiple Choice
1.
F
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D
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T
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D
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B
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Practice Test Two

True-False



Multiple Choice
1.
T
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1.
C
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6.
D
(p. 296)

2.
T
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A
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7.
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3.
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3.
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