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Chapter Nine

Hispanic Americans

___________________________________________________________________________

Chapter Outline

I. Latino Identity

· More than one in eight people in the United States today are of Spanish or Latin American origin. The Census Bureau estimates this figure will reach one in three by the year 2100.

· Latino or Hispanic influence is found throughout the United States. Today, ninety-one percent of Latinos/Hispanics live in metropolitan areas. 

· Only a minority, one in four Hispanics/Latinos prefers to use pan-ethnic terms such as Hispanic or Latino. The majority of Hispanics prefer identifying themselves by nationality.

· Research Focus:  Latinos:  American Style

II. The Economic Picture

· The median household income of Latinos has increased over the last twenty years.

· Latino households can expect to earn 70 cents on the dollar received by its White counterpart.

· The proportion of Latinos in poverty has been two or three times that of non-Hispanic Whites. 

III.
The Language Divide

· Hispanics, wherever they reside in the United States, share the heritage of the Spanish language.

A.
Bilingual Education

· Until the last 20 or 30 years, there was a conscious effort to devalue the Spanish language and to discourage Hispanics from using it in schools. 

· Bilingualism is the use of two or more languages in places of work or educational facilities, giving each language an equal legitimacy.

· The program of bilingual education allows the instruction of children in their native language while gradually introducing them to the language of the dominant culture.

· English immersion involves a practice in which students are taught primarily in English, using their native language only when they do not understand their lessons.

· A study, released in 2004, found that bilingual education programs produce higher levels of student achievement in reading.

· Most Latinos are supportive of bilingual programs.

B.
Official Language Movement

· By 2004, twenty-seven, by law or constitutional amendment, had established English as the official language.

C. The Growing Political Presence

· Federal law now requires bilingual or even multilingual ballots in voting districts where at least five percent of the population belongs to a single minority group. The potential for a greater Latino political presence is strong.


· The major political parties are more likely to see the Latino vote still in play.

IV.
The Borderlands

· The term “borderlands” refers to the area of a common culture along the border between Mexico and the United States.

· Very visible is the presence of maquiladoras, or foreign-owned companies that establish operations in Mexico yet are exempt from Mexican taxes and are not required to provide insurance or benefits for their workers.

· Many Mexicans, as well as other Hispanic groups, send some part of their earnings back across the border to family members remaining in their native country. This flow of money is sometimes called remittances (or migradollars).

· Hometown clubs typically are nonprofit organizations that maintain close ties to immigrants’  hometowns in Mexico and other Latin American countries.

V.
Cuban Americans

A.
Immigration

· Cuban immigration to the United States since the 1959 revolution has been continuous, but there have been three significant influxes of large numbers of immigrants through the 1980s.

· Some Cubans began to call the refugees of the third wave of migration as Marielitos.

· The Cuban refuge situation continues to be caught up in the strong anti-Castro, anticommunist feelings of most Cuban Americans and many others in the United States. 

· Listen to Our Voices:  Leaving Cuba

B.
The Present Picture

· Compared with other recent immigrant groups and with Latinos as a whole, Cuban Americans are doing well.

· As of 2002, fifty-five percent of all Cuban Americans lived in the Miami area; another fifteen percent lived elsewhere in Florida.

· The primary adjustment among south Florida’s Cuban Americans is more to each other than to Whites, African Americans, or other Latinos.

· The long-range prospects for Cubans in the United States depend on several factors.

· Cubans have selectively accepted Anglo culture.

VI.
Central and South Americans

· The immigrants who have come from Central and South America are a diverse population that has not been closely studied.

· Many of the nations in Central and South America have a complex system of placing people into myriad racial groups. A color gradient is the placement of people along a continuum from light to dark skin color than in distinct racial groupings by skin color.

· There are social class differences, religion differences, urban-versus-rural backgrounds, and differences in dialect even among those speaking the same language.

A.
Immigration

· Immigration from the various Central and South American nations has been sporadic, influenced by both our immigration laws and social forces operating in the home country

B. The Present Picture

· The recent settlement of Central and South Americans has been clouded by two issues. First, many of the arrivals are illegal immigrants. Second, significant numbers of highly trained and skilled people have left these countries which are in great need of professional workers—the brain drain problem.

VII.
Conclusion

· There is a mixture of positive and negative signals for Hispanic Americans.
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Practice Tests

Practice Test One
True-False

1.
T
F
The largest percentage of Hispanic Americans are Puerto Rican.

2.
T
F
Most Hispanic Americans prefer to identify themselves by nationality.

3.
T
F
The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was between the United States and Cuba.

4.
T
F
Remittances is a term referring to taxes paid by Mexico to the United States for United States 

workers who cross the border to work in Mexican companies. 

5.
T
F
Compared with other recent immigrant groups and with Latinos as a whole, Cuban   

                     Americans are doing well.

Multiple Choice
1.
More than one in ____ people in the United States are of Spanish or Latin American origin.


A.
  3


B.
  8


C.
12


D.
16

2.
Which sociological perspective would be most likely to emphasize the resistance to bilingualism     

        reflects an attempt to maintain the cultural and assimilationist primacy of the dominant group?


A.
functionalist


B.
conflict


C.
labeling


D.
xenophobic

3.
Proposition 227, passed by California voters in 1997 called for


A.
bilingual education in public schools.


B.
an end to bilingual education in public schools.


C.
multilingual ballots in voting districts.


D.
the end to remittances.

4.
______ refers to the area of common culture along the border between Mexico and the United States.


A.
Panterma


B.
Pan-lands


C.
Terra gradient


D.
Borderlands

5.
Maquiladoras are

A.
foreign-owned companies that establish operations in Mexico yet are exempt from Mexican taxes and are not required to provide insurance or benefits for their workers.

B.
schools in areas near the border of Mexico and the United States that structure bilingualism into their educational curricula.

C.
workers who are citizens of the United States but who work for companies in Mexico where jobs are more plentiful.


D.
None of the above.

6.
Many Hispanic Americans send some part of their earnings back across the border to family members remaining in their native country. This substantial flow of money is referred to as


A.
Marielitos.


B.
remittances.


C.
maquiladoras.


D.
hometown clubs.

7.
Republicans favor


A.
reducing legal immigration.


B.
limiting welfare benefits to legal immigrants.


C.
eliminating bilingual education.


D.
all of the above.

8.
The largest Hispanic group in the U.S. after Chicanos and Puerto Ricans is: 


A.
Salvadorans.


B.
Brazilians.

C.
Cubans.

D.
Haitians.

9.
Terms such as mestizo, Hondurans, mulatto, Columbians, and African Panamanians reflect which concept? 




A.
panethnicity


B.
remittances


C.
immersion


D.
color gradient

10.
Which program has been a cornerstone of funding for bilingual education in the U.S.?


A.
English as a Second Language (ESL).


B.
Operation Head Start.


C.
Bilingualism Act of 1978.


D.
Diversity of Language (DL) program.

Short Answer Questions
1.
What is the evidence that Hispanics or Latinos are developing a common identity?

2.
What is meant by the term “the language divide?”

3.
Describe the relative status of Cuban Americans compared to other Hispanic groups in the United States?

4.
What is meant by the term color gradient? What are the pros and cons of such an understanding of racial groupings?

5.
Describe Hispanic Americans as a political force in our society.

Practice Test Two
True-False

1.
T
F
The largest percentage of Hispanic Americans are Puerto Rican.

2.
T
F
Federal law now requires bilingual or even multilingual ballots in voting districts where at 




least five percent of the population belongs to a single minority group.

3.
T
F
Cuban Americans have selectively accepted Anglo culture.

4.
T
F
The population of metropolitan Miami is over one-third foreign-born.

5.
T
F
The immigrants who come from Central and South America represent a relatively 

homogeneous group.

Multiple Choice

1.
_____ is the development of solidarity between ethnic subgroups.


A.
Ethclass


B.
Pluralism


C.
Panethnicity


D.
Ethnocentrism

2.
Which of the following terms is the most widely used in the West?


A.
Hispanic


B.
Latino


C.
Latin American


D.
Spanish American

3.
In 2000, Elian Gonzalez


A.
was returned to Cuba with his father.


B.
was allowed to remain in the U.S. with his father.


C.
was returned to Cuba without his father.


D.
was allowed to remain in the U.S. but without his father.

4.
In 1970, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Cisneros v. Corpus Christi Independent School District

that


A.
bilingual education is unconstitutional.


B.
English immersion is unconstitutional.


C.
the de jure segregation of Mexican Americans was unconstitutional.


D.
Latinos were to be counted as a minority group for educational funding purposes.

5.
By 2004, ______ states by law or constitutional amendment, had established English as the official language.


A.
  0


B.
11


C.
27


D.
all

6.
______ are typically non-profit organizations that maintain close ties to immigrants’ hometowns in Mexico and other Latin American countries.


A.
Marielitos


B.
Hometown clubs


C.
Migratowns


D.
Border organizations

7.
An agreement between the United States and ____ in 1965 produced a number of immigrants through a program called “Freedom Flight.”



A.
Haiti


B.
the Dominican Republic


C.
Cuba


D.
Columbia

8.
Cubans call some refugees of the migration from Castro’s Cuba who have arrived since 1980 as


A.
regaletos.


B.
maquiladoras.


C.
remittances.


D.
Marielitos.

9.
The color gradient is Central and South America refers to


A.
skin color.


B.
language and literacy.


C.
class.


D.
education.

10.
Among the factors that distinguish Central and South Americans in the U.S. from each other is


A.
language.


B.
skin color.


C.
social class.


D.
all of the above.

Short Answer Questions
1.

What is meant by the view that Hispanics are an invisible minority?

2.
Differentiate between the arguments being made by proponents of English immersion and proponents of bilingual education.

3.
How is immigration from South America and Central America countries other than Mexico different from immigration from Mexico?

4.
What are the relative advantages and disadvantages for Mexico and the United States concerning maquiladora?

5.
What are the general conclusions being made by the author concerning Hispanic Americas’ relative position in society?
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Practice Test Two

True-False
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