Notes – The Church as Servant
I. Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World), 1965

· Promulgated on the last working day of Vatican Council II

· Made the social gospel not an off-brand, but an essential part of the gospel of Jesus Christ to which all Christians are committed
· Shifted the mindset of the Church from preserving the status quo to active participation in the promotion of human dignity

· Developed the “global village” (all people are one community) concept and the growing interdependence of all nations necessitated this shift
· Rejects the privatization of the gospel which promotes political apathy
· Put the church squarely at the service of humanity…the church must step beyond dialogue to collaboration with others in transforming the world

II. Medellín (Colombia) Documents, CELAM, 1968

· Authentic liberation requires personal and structural transformation
· Essential is the formation of a social conscience
· What is needed is a church of “basic” Christian communities (comunidades de base)

· We must develop a “preferential option for the poor”

· The needs of the poor take priority over wants of those who are not poor
· This will involve hardship for the rich

· The freedom of dominated people takes priority over the liberty of powerful people

· The participation of marginalized groups takes priority over the preservation of the social order which excludes them

III. Justitia in Mundo (Justice in the World), 1971
· Stresses preferential option for the poor and calls for the radical transformation of society so that ALL can participate in economic, political, and social spheres

IV. Gustavo Gutierrez (1928 - )and L:ibertation Theology
· From a poor barrio in Lima, Perú

· Started as a med student, but chose priesthood

· Bone disease left him with short stature and a limp

· Did graduate studies in Europe

· Returned to parish work and teaching

· wrote Theology of Liberation in 1968.
Liberation theology – 

· The form of theological inquiry that takes as its first principle the emancipation, liberation, of oppressed people from unjust political, economic, or social subjection

· Use of scripture, especially Exodus, psalms, gospels
· Read and studied from the point of view of the oppressed

The challenge of a spirituality of liberation:

a. Is our spirituality so individualized and psychologized that it excludes issues of justice?

b. Are we prepared to share power with groups that have been disempowered, either within our own societies or in the “third and fourth” worlds?

Monseñor Oscar Romero (1917-1980)
Had attended Medellín Conference
Appointed Archbishop of San Salvador in 1977 – over the “liberal” and open-minded  leading Bishop Rivera y Damas  who had begun much work for justice in El Salvador
His friend Fr. Rutilio Grande, S.J. was killed a few weeks after Romero’s installation
