Instructional Guide
Mr. Josh Ramsey

August 7, 2008 – October 10, 2008
Introduction:  This course is an introduction to U.S. Government.

Topics:  Some of the topics covered are the U.S. Constitution, the forms of government, the Articles of Confederation, Congress, checks and balances, the Presidency, the powers of our government, the U.S. court system, the Supreme Court, and landmark court decisions.

Contact Information:  Mr. Ramsey may be contacted by phone at 232-2190 ext 2101.  Conference times are by appointment only.

Course Outline


1.  Intro to Government




A.  What is government?




B.  The State




C.  Classifying Governments



2.  Foundations of  American Government




A.  Early Influences




B.  Road to Independence & Articles of Confederation




C.  Constitutional Convention



3.  The Constitution




A.  Six Principles of the Constitution




B.  Examining the Constitution




C.  The Bill of Rights




D.  Freedoms and Protections




E.  Amendment Process



4.  Judicial Branch



A.  Federal Court Structure




B.  Constitutional Courts




C.  Civil Liberties & Civil Rights



5.  Executive Branch




A.  The President




B.  Presidential Powers




C.  The Bureaucracy



6.  Legislative Branch




A.  House of Representatives




B.  Senate




C.  Legislative Powers




D.  Legislative Process



7.  Election 2008




A.  Conservatism vs. Liberalism




B.  Political Parties




C.  Electoral Process




D.  Exploring the Candidates

***This outline is tentative and may be altered at my discretion***
