II.  Philosophy of Worldviews
A. Christian Philosophy
1.  Colossians 2:8 = > 
2.1 Peter 3:15 => “…but sanctify Christ in your hearts, 
3.Faith and Epistemology
a. Epistemology => 
b.  All belief systems accept presuppositions 
c.  “Faith” 




 . . . hope is certain from a Biblical perspective
d.  Secular humanists and Marxists 

e. Creationism is more                           than evolutionary theory . . . intelligent design is gaining momentum even among proponents of the “Big Bang” theory

f. C.S. Lewis => “In science we have been reading only the notes to a poem; in Christianity 

g. Francis Schaeffer => “Since the world had been created by a reasonable God, 









 . . . Without this foundation, modern Western science would not have been born.”

4.Reality
      a.Metaphysics => 
b.Cosmology => 
c.Ontology => 

d.John 1:1ff
5.Mind / body problem
a.Monism => 
b.Dualism => 
c.Realism => 
d.Supernaturalism => 
B. Islamic Philolsophy 
1. “God is a Necessary Being” => 
2. Kalam Cosmological Argument 
a. Did the universe 
b. Was the beginning 
c. Is the agent of cause?

3. Dualism, realism, & supernaturalism all apply
4. Life after death => 
5. Miracles => 
6. Mohammad is viewed as the fulfillment of …
a. Deut. 18:15-18 => 
b. John 14:16 => 
1) Muslim scholars argue that “paracletos” should actually be “periclytos” 

2) Mohammad => 


which is a possible Greek translation of “periclytos”

C. Secular Humanist Philosophy
1. Naturalism / Materialism => 

2.  Rejection of the supernatural at every level
3.  Cosmology => after



, eternal matter spontaneously generated life which has continued via 




(Isaac Asimov, Corliss Lamont, Carl Sagan,              Dawkins)
4.                                      principle: 
a.Conditions exist in the universe that are observed and must allow the observer to exist 
b.The universe must have properties that make ineveitable the iexistence of intelligent life
1) Einstein => “The harmony of natural law . . . 
. . .”
2)Robert Jastrow => “The 

Principle 
. . . seems to say that science itself has proven, as 
a hard fact, that this universe was made, was 
designed, for man to live in.  It is a very theistic 
result.”

5. Epistemology => 

6. Mind / body problem =>  the mind is part of the body, therefore it is simply the brain, 

7. Literature and Movies consistently display the notion that robots / computers will eventually 
 (R.U.R., I Robot, etc.)
D. Marxist – Leninist  Philosophy
Naturalism / Materialism => 

1. Rejection of the supernatural at every level 
2. Epistemology =>
3. Dialectical Materialism => history is moving in a series of 





(unproven, but accepted presuppostional truth)
E. Cosmic Humanist Philosophy
1. “Romantic writers of the 1800’s rejected God (of the Bible), but wrote at length about












 UT p 113 (rf. Emerson, Whitman, Thoreau, etc)
2.  Supernaturalism / non-naturalism => 
3.  Epistemology => 
4.  Since we are God, if we get to know ourselves, 
5.“We know all there is to know, we just haven’t realized
    that we know” High School Math teacher, circa 1970’s
6. Many philosophies teach until







, or conciousness, we will be caught in a cycle (reincarnation / rebirth) until we achieve a higher conciousness 
7.The Matrix => “Don’t try to bend the spoon, that’s impossible.  Only understand the truth . . .



.”
(Zen Buddhism)

F. Postmodernist philosophy 
1. Uphold most of the secular humanist’s philosophical assumptions 
2. Deconstruction => a means of textual criticism that considers a text 

3. Anti-realism => reality is subjectively constructed by human thought and experience (influence of existentialism) 


VS Correspondence theory of truth => belief that truth 

corresponds to reality 

4. Tenets of Postmodernism (Vanhoozer, Trinity Evang. Divinity School)
“Nietzche, the patron saint of postmodernity, prophesied accurately: if God is dead, then it’s interpretation ‘all the way down’… one word points to another word and never to reality itself.  No none interpretation can ever be regarded as final.  As in interpretation, so in life: everything becomes undecidable.”
a. Truth is relative, 


, therefore there is a move away from universal science towards local knowledge 
b. Reject



; reason is situated within certain narratives, experiences, …and cultures 
c. There are no 



; emphasis is on difference, plurality, fragmentation, and complexity 
d. One 



one’s culture, language, history, or gendered body 

e. The idea of God had become 


 (Nietzsche) 

f. Epistomologically speaking, everything we know is 







constructed 

g. Language 



the way we can think 
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