
Three Strategies to Help Students   

Read Better and Faster

Presented by Donna Price

San Diego Continuing Education

dprice@sdccd.edu

mailto:dprice@sdccd.edu


 Rationale

 Three strategies for improving students’ 
fluency and accuracy (comprehension):

1) Marshall Adult School Timed Reading Program

2) Say Something

3) Making Connections



By the end of this workshop, participants will 
be able to:

 Identify three techniques to help students read 
better and faster.

 Describe the steps involved in the three 
techniques.

 Identify one technique that will be used in class 
next week.

Objectives



Reading is one of the biggest obstacles for 
our students to transition to:

 CTE (Career Technical Education) programs

 GED (General Educational Development/ 
General Education Diploma) programs

 College

Rationale



TABE:  Test for Adult Basic Education

Accuplacer:  Test to enter college

Barriers for students:

 Tests are timed

 Comprehension problems due to:

1) higher level order questions (prediction, 
inference)

2) diverse texts

3) lack of background knowledge

Tests to Transition to CTE, GED, College



STEPS (part 1)      (p. 3 in handout)

 Students read an article for one minute.

 Students record number of words per minute 
on reading graph.

 Students read again more slowly for accuracy 
and answer multiple choice questions, which 
is also timed.

Timed Reading:  from Marshall Adult School:  Reading Skills for 

Today’s Adult

http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills_

home.htm

Strategy 1:  Timed Reading



 Every student has a checklist with a list of the 
readings. (p. 4)

 Every student has a reading and multiple choice 
questions. (pgs. 5,6)

 Every student has a reading graph. (p. 7)

 Teacher does timed reading consistently every 
week.  Teacher uses a ticking clock to time 
readings.

 Students can do other levels at home since 
everything is online.

Classroom Management for Timed Readings

from Marshall Adult School:  Reading Skills for Today’s Adult

http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills_home.

htm



Reading Checklist  (p.4  In handout)



Example of Reading  (p. 5  In handout)

A Healthy Pregnancy

from Marshall Adult School:  Reading Skills for Today’s 

Adult 

http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills_

home.htm



Example of Questions  (p. 6  In handout)

from Marshall Adult School:  Reading Skills for Today’s 

Adult 

http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/reading_skills_

home.htm

Comprehension Questions:  A Healthy Pregnancy

1.  At the prenatal checkup, what does the nurse do first?

a.  She gets a blood sample. 

b.  She listens to the baby's heart.

c.  She weighs Kim.

d.  She takes Kim's blood pressure.

2.  How often does Kim go to the doctor for checkups?

a.  Daily.

b.  Weekly.

c.  Monthly.

d. Yearly.

3.  What is something Kim and Ben won't do when they visit the hospital?

a.  See the birthing rooms.

b.  Visit the nursery.

c.  Meet with the doctor.

d.  Learn about prenatal classes.

4.  All of these will help the baby and mother healthy except…

a.  Vitamins.

b.  Water.

c.  Alcohol.

d.  Foods with nutrients.

5.  A synonym for harm on line 142 is:

a.  injure

b.  help

c.  dangerous

d.  assist



Reading Graph to Record Time (p.7  In handout)

http://resources.marshalladulteduca

tion.org/reading_skills_home.htm



Practice Timed Reading (Strategy 1)

Comprehension

Questions:  A Healthy 

Pregnancy

1.  At the prenatal 

checkup, what 

does the nurse do 

first?

a.  She gets a blood 

sample. 

b.  She listens to the 

baby's heart.

c.  She weighs Kim.



To teach ‘speed reading’, students sit in pairs.

 Student A reads article as fast as she can for 
15 seconds (teacher keeps time) and puts a 
mark on the paper where she has finished.

 Student B starts from where Student A began 
and tries to beat Student A’s speed.

 Do that 3-5 times through.

 Teach students phrase reading by circling 
phrases (circle who, what, where, when, how, 
why).  Compare if phrase reading is faster 
than word for word reading.

Timed Reading: (continuing with steps-p. 3  in handout)

from Marshall Adult School:  Reading Skills for 

Today’s Adult 

http://resources.marshalladulteducation.org/readi

ng_skills_home.htm



STEPS         (p. 8)

 Students read 2-5 lines or a paragraph silently.

 Students get in groups of 2-3 and take turns 
reading a few sentences or a paragraph aloud.

 Student A reads her 2-3 sentences or 
paragraphs and then pauses to “say something” 
about what she is reading.  The partner responds 
to what the first student has said, and then a 
different student continues the reading until the 
next time they pause to say something.

 Give students ‘stem starters’ to give them ideas 
for comments. (p. 10 in handout)

Strategy 2:  Say Something

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/do

cuments/say_something.pdf



Rules for Say Something (p. 8)

1. With your partner, decide who will say 
something first.  Both partners have to say 
something.

2. When you say something, do one or more 
of the following:

•Make a prediction

•Ask a question

•Clarify something you misunderstood

•Make a comment

•Make a connection

Strategy 2:  Say Something Rules

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



RULES (continued p. 8)

3. If you can’t do one of those five things, then 
you need to reread.

4. Your partner should comment on what you 
have shared by doing one of the following: 

•Answering your question or asking a 
follow-up question

•Making an additional comment or 
connection

•Help clarify understanding the 
content/meaning.

Strategy 2:  Say Something Rules

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Stem Starters for Say Something (1)

Ask a question:

• Why did…

• What’s this part about?

• What would happen if…

• Why…

• What does this section mean?

• Who is…

Strategy 2:  Say Something Stem Starters (p. 10)

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Stem Starters for Say Something (2)

Make a comment

• This is good/interesting because…

• This is hard because…

• I like the part where…

• I don’t like this part because…

• My favorite part so far is…

• I think that…

Strategy 2:  Say Something Stem Starters (p. 10)

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Stem Starters for Say Something (3)

Make a connection

• This reminds me of…

• This part is like…

• I also (name something in the text that has 
also happened to you)

• I never (name something in the text that has 
never happened to you)

• This character/setting makes me think of…

Strategy 2:  Say Something Stem Starters (p. 10)

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Stem Starters for Say Something (4)

Make a prediction:

• I predict that…

• I bet that…

• I think that…

• I wonder if…

• Reading this part makes me think that 
this…is about to happen.

Strategy 2:  Say Something Stem Starters (p. 10)

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Stem Starters for Say Something (5)

Clarify something

• Oh, I get it.

• Now I understand.

• No, I think it means…

• I agree with you.  This means…

• At first I thought…, but now I think…

Strategy 2:  Say Something Stem Starters (p. 10)

Say Something:

http://education.nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/documen

ts/say_something.pdf



Say Something Stem Starters in the Classroom (p.10)

Say Something 
stem starter 
poster on wall in 
classroom



Students refer to poster on classroom 

wall while reading

Say Something Poster on the Classroom Wall



Refer to p. 8 for steps.

Practice “Say Something”  p. 9

Ventures College and Career 

Readiness Worksheets, Transitions 

Unit 6



STEPS      (p. 11)

 Students read 2-5 lines or a paragraph silently.

 Students get in groups of 2-3 and take turns 
reading a few sentences or a paragraph aloud.

 Student A reads her 2-3 sentences or 
paragraphs and then pauses to make a 
connection about what she is reading. Give 
students ‘stem starters’ to give them ideas for 
connections. (p. 12 in handout)

Strategy 3:  Making Connections

Making Connections:

https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/di

ane-kardash/Home/making-connections



Rules for Making Connections  (p. 11)

 With your partner, decide who will say something 
first.

 Make a connection in one of the following:

•Text-to-self

•Text-to-text

•Text-to-world

Strategy 3:  Making Connections

Making Connections:

https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/di

ane-kardash/Home/making-connections



Text-to-self: 

connects reading with reader’s own experience

“This story reminds me of a vacation we took to 
my uncle’s farm.”

Ask yourself:

• What does this remind me of in my life?

• What is this similar to in my life?

• How is this different from my life?

• Has something like this ever happened to me?

Strategy 3:  Making Connections Stem Starters   (p. 12)

Making Connections:

https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/di

ane-kardash/Home/making-connections



Text-to-text:   

readers are reminded of other things they have read

“This person has the same problem that I read about 
in a story last year.”

Ask yourself:

• What does this remind me of in another book I’ve 
read?

• How is this text similar/different to other things 
I’ve read??

• Have I read about something like this before?

Strategy 3:  Making Connections Stem Starters  (p. 12)

Making Connections:

https://sites.google.com/a/alaska.edu/di

ane-kardash/Home/making-connections



Text-to-world:  

connects things we learn about through TV, 
movies, magazines, etc.

“I saw a program on TV that talked about things 
described in this article.”

Ask yourself:

• What does this remind me of in the real world?

• How is this text similar/different to things that 
happen in the real world?

• How did that part relate to the world around me?

Strategy 3:  Making Connections Stem Starters  (p. 12)



One thing I learned from this session that I plan 
to use in my teaching  is ………


