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Phrases Used During Collaborative Activities

A good way to use these in the classroom is to put each function on poster paper and refer to the appropriate ones as your students are doing collaborative activities.

Academic Language to Express an Opinion

Everyday English
•  I think _____.   I don’t think ______.

Academic English

•  In my opinion, _______.

•  Based on my experience, _______.

•  From my perspective, ______.
Academic Language to Solicit an Opinion

Everyday English
•  What do you think?

Academic English

•  What is your point of view?

•  What are your thoughts on this issue?

•  How do you see it?

Academic Language to Support Someone Else’s Ideas

Casual English
•  ____said that …

•  ____told me that …

Academic English

•  ____pointed out that…

•  ____indicated that…

•  According to ____,

Academic Language to Report a Pair or Group’s Ideas

Casual English
•  We think…

•  We said…

Academic English

•  We decided that…       We agreed that…

•  We determined that…  We believe that…

Courtesy:  Simple Phrases for Leaving

Casual:
•  It was nice talking to you.

•  Thanks for your time.

•  See you later. 

More formal: 

•  I look forward to working with you again soon.

•  It was a pleasure to work with you.
From Kinsella, K.  2012.  Disrupting Classroom Discourse:  Preparing English Learners for Common Core Academic Language Demands.  
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