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Five Tasks to Connect ESL  
Reading and Writing Skills  

 

– Research on the importance of integrating 

these two skills 

-  5 tasks for all levels of ESL instruction 

 

– Sharing additional activities 
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AGENDA 



The research is clear! 

Students’ comprehension of 

science, social studies, and 

language arts texts is improved 

when they write about what they 

read,…  

 – Writing to Read:  Evidence for How Writing Can 
Improve Reading (2010) 
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More Research 

Reading and writing require some of the 

same knowledge and linguistic processes 

– such as knowledge of vocabulary, 

spelling, patterns, text structures and 

syntax – and so learning and insights in 

one area can lead to learning and insights 

in the other. 
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Developing Reading and Writing, National Research Council –  

Improving Adult Literacy (2012) 
 



         AND Teachers Say…. 

 

Without strategies for reading course material  

AND opportunities to write thoughtfully about it, 

students have difficulty mastering concepts. 

   – National Council of English Teachers Policy Brief 2011  
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College and 

Career 

Readiness 

Standards 

 for Adult 

Education 
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Common

Core 

State

Standards 

College and Career 
Anchor Standards 



• Initiative funded by Office of Career 
Technical and Adult 
Education(OCTAE) 
 

• Susan Pimentel is lead author of  
ELA Anchor Standards in CCSS AND 
CCR Anchor Standards 
 

• College and Career Readiness (CCR) 
Anchor Standards based on anchor 
standards in CCSS 

College And Career Readiness (CCR) 
Standards For Adult Education 



Key Shifts In Instruction in ELA 

1) Complexity: Regular practice with 
complex text and academic language 

2)Evidence: Reading, writing and 
speaking grounded in evidence 
from text 

3) Knowledge: Special emphasis on 
comprehension of informational text 
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CCR Promotes the   
Reading         Writing Connection 

CCR Writing Standard 9: 

 

CCR Anchor 9: Draw evidence from literary 

or informational texts to support analysis, 

reflection, and research.   

 

  

    

 

Page 28, CCR Standards for Adult Education  
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CCR Promotes the   
Reading         Writing Connection 

CCR Writing Standard 9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflect and research. 

Level C:  refer to details and examples in a text; explain 

how an author uses evidence to support particular points 

in a text. 

Level D:  Provide a summary of the text distinct from 

personal opinions or judgments; analyze how a text 

makes connections among and distinctions between 

individuals, ideas or events. 

 

  

    

 

Page 28, CCR Standards for Adult Education  
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Writing Practices that Enhance 
Reading  

I. Have Students Write About Texts They Read 
 

II. Teach Students The Writing Skills And 
Processes That Go Into Creating Text 
 

III. Increase How Much Students Write 



 What’s new to you? 
 

 What are you currently doing to support  
 these findings? 
 
 What aren’t you doing that you might  
 incorporate into your teaching? 
 



 Importance of models 
 
 Error correction—focus on one thing 
 
 Start from the beginning levels 
 
 Give them structure (frames) 

 

We agree that there’s value; the problem is how 

we do it!   

          Helpful hints from instructors: 

http://searchpp.com/screen-beans-clip-art/www.ww.reocities.com*hotsprings*5120*faq*amconfus.gif/ww.reocities.com*hotsprings*5120*children.htm/


– Write a personal response 

– Take notes during or after reading  

– Prepare a summary of key ideas 

– Analyze a reading 

– Research evidence to prepare own 

text 
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Student Tasks 



1.  Write A Personal Response 

Ventures Book 1, 2nd Ed 
Unit 9, Lesson D 



Write a note to a family member.  Write the 
chores you did and didn’t do. 

Ventures Book 1, 2nd Ed 
Unit 9, Lesson E 



“Why are you thankful?”  Personal response to 
a real audience.  
                                  Giving Thanks                San Diego Union Tribune 

Every year for Thanksgiving, we ask you to write in, telling us what you 

give thanks for, and you never disappoint us.                                                                                      

Hundreds of you surprise, delight and move us with your personal stories 

of gratitude, appreciation and love. 

This year, we're asking you to write in again, limiting your comments  to 

100 words.  

Include your name, address and telephone number,  and mail your 

thoughts to: 

'Thanksgiving," c/o Currents, The San Diego Union-Tribune, P.O. Box 191, 

San Diego, CA 

92112-4106. You may fax them 

to (619) 293-2432 or e-mail them to: currents@uniontrib.com 

Submissions must be in our office by Nov. 10. We'll publish as many of 

your letters as we can on Sunday, Nov. 23. 

mailto:currents@uniontrib.com


“Why are you thankful?”  Examples of personal responses from 

the newspaper to use as models.  

In your handout 

San Diego 
Union Tribune 



Students read the passages and answer comprehension questions.  Then I 

choose one passage for students to cluster.   This is the pre-writing activity.  

In your handout 



“Why are you thankful?”  Read and analyze 
past responses.  

San Diego Union Tribune 

1.  A TERRIFIC HUSBAND 

I have several reasons to be thankful for my 

husband. First, I love my husband. Since we 

both come from different countries, we share 

arid support each others' ideas and opinions. 

Second, he makes me feel important in our 

family, and together we decide who cooks, 

vacuums and does the laundry.   

Third, he supports me in finishing my university 

even though we need to count our money for 

the car and our house. 

Finally, I am thankful for my husband be- · 

cause, although  he doesn't enjoy his job,   .· . 

he goes to work.I only want to say thanks . 

to my husband for giving me love and our 

family such a secure home. 

CHAO-JUNG WU 

El Cajon 

 

2.  APPRECIATING 

SECOND HOME 

Last summer I went 

back to Vietnam to see 

where I was born. I 

saw people dying in 

the street and little kids 

going hungry because 

their parents couldn't 

.afford to buy food.                                                 

It makes you think 

how lucky you really 

are. 

UYEN LE 

Beach Middle School 

 



                                   “Why are you thankful?”  
 
1.  Students read the submission in the newspaper as a model.   
2.  Then they fill in the cluster with the information from the submission.  
3.  Use cluster/mind map to model organizational structure.  

She’s thankful for her husband. 



 
“Why are you thankful?” Student’s cluster. 



 
             Reasons Why I’m Thankful  (student writing)  

 Although I get depressed sometimes, I realize I have several reasons to be 
thankful.  First of all, I am grateful to be living in America.  Due to the fact that 
I grew up in the Philippines, living in America is a dream come true because 
people are free to live and speak whatever they choose.  This is not the case in 
all countries.  Another reason I am grateful is because my friend Nora.  In spite 
of the fact that we don’t always agree on everything, I know that I can always 
talk to her about anything and she will listen to me.  And also she is there 
when it counts. 
 The most important reason I am appreciative is because of my wonderful 
husband.  Even though I don’t always tell him, I am grateful that we have a 
good relationship.  For example, my husband is very understanding and that 
makes me feel happy.  He gives me the security I need. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures Book 4, 
2nd Ed 
Unit 5, Lesson D 

 

2.Take  
Notes 

Locate  
Vocabulary 
In  
Context 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures Book 4, 
2nd Ed 
Unit 5, Lesson D 

 

Student interacting 

with text 



Reading Tip 

Ventures Book 4, 2nd Ed 
Unit 5, Lesson D 

 



Ventures Book 4, 2nd Ed 
Unit 5, Lesson D 

 



 

 

• A video showcase -- on the Internet and TV 
-- of innovative and effective teaching 
practices  

• Not Adult Ed but there is so much here for 
us too! 

• Great 5 minute videos on annotating text 
and student-generated questions 

Have you heard of this? 
The Teaching Channel 
www.teachingchannel.org 
 
 

http://www.teachingchannel.org/


 

 



 

 

What issues have I 

experienced teaching 

summarizing? 

What solutions can I 

suggest to the group 

about teaching 

summarizing? 



 

 

Issues teaching summarizing: 

•  Plagiarism 

•  Trouble isolating the main idea 

•  Write everything 

Solutions: 

•  Write key words; students use those key words to write summary. 

•  Provide a paragraph frame (cloze) 

•  Start in beginning levels 



3.  Write a summary:  Beginning Level 

Ventures Book 1, 2nd Ed 
Unit 9, Lesson D 



Summary:  Karen wasn’t home. Mark 
was.  The kids did a lot of chores.  
Mark made dinner. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures Transitions, 
 2nd Ed, Unit 3,  
Lesson D 

       3. Prepare a Summary 
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Ventures Transitions, 2nd Ed 
Unit 3, Lesson D 
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From :  Marshall’s Adult 

Education Reading 

Program,  Level 0.7  

 
 
 

                     Too Much Sitting 
Ron wakes up.  He sits down to eat breakfast.  He 

sits on the bus to work.  He sits at his work desk for 8 

hours each day.  He sits during his breaks and at 

lunch.  He sits on the bus ride home. 

At home Ron sits on the sofa and watches TV.  He 

sits in his chair to read a book.  Ron sits almost 14 

hours each day! 
Ron’s back aches.  He talks with a friend about the 

back pain.  His friend says, “You sit all day.  You need 

to stand more.  You need to walk or move.  That will 

help your back.”    

 

http://www.marshalladulteducation.org/index.php/reading-skills-for-todays-adult
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        Too Much Sitting—summary example 

 

Ron has a backache.  He sits all day.  

He sits at meals, at work, at home and 

on the bus. His friend told him to move 

more and his back will feel better. 

 



4.  Analyze a Reading – Transferring 
Information to Graphic Organizer  
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Ventures Book 2, 2nd Ed 
Unit 6 , Lesson E 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures Transitions, 
 2nd Ed, Unit 3,  
Lesson D 

Remember This Reading? 

39 
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4. Analyze a Reading – Transferring Information  
to Graphic Organizer at Higher Level…  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures 
Transitions, 
 2nd Ed, Unit 
3, Lesson D 
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5.  Research to Prepare Own Text after Reading 
an Article 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ventures Book 4 2nd Ed, Unit 9, Lesson E 
 



 
 

Your Turn 

1) Reflect on your own teaching. 

 

      
2) Select a task you use with your students. 

 

3) Share with group.  Identify at least one to 
share with whole group.   





Thank you! 

 
A copy of the article 

Five Ideas for Connecting Reading and 

Writing in the ESL Classroom 

 

 

 

 

 
Online Teacher Resource Room 

www.cambridge.org/ventures 

 

 

http://www.cambridge.org/ventures

