AP Psychology Syllabus 2009-2010
Ms. Amanda Weiss

alweiss@henrico.k12.va.us

Course Description: AP Psychology is a rigorous course that explores the way human beings work. To be successful in this course students must possess a strong desire to learn and be willing to go the extra mile. Strong reading and writing skills are needed and students should expect to work approximately 6-10 hours a week outside of class. This course is challenging, yet rewarding, and will provide students with a college-level introductory Psychology course.  As this is a college level class, mature content will be discussed—if you should feel uncomfortable with what your student is learning please contact me immediately.

Required Materials: 

1. Text: David Myers Psychology
2. 5 Subject College Ruled Spiral Notebook (must be 8 ½ by 11 inches)—For this class ONLY
3. Laptop Computer

4. Additional Supplies listed on the class website
ASSIGNMENTS: You will be assessed throughout the year in the following areas: tests, quizzes, homework, notebook checks, class discussions, message boards, classwork, and participation.  All assignments are to be turned in on the specified due date. 

LATE WORK:  Late work will not be accepted.  Any student missing three or more homework assignments will also be assigned a classroom detention and required to completeTHOUGH CREDIT WILL NOT BE AWARDED. Parents will be notified when a detention is assigned.
TESTS/QUIZZES:  Tests will be given as part of each study unit.  Tests will be announced ahead of time in class, on the board, and on the class website.  Quizzes may be given at any time to assess student progress, announced or unannounced. Students will be required to attend tutoring sessions if they need assistance or do not pass assessments. Hard copy of test questions will not be returned with student answer sheets.  Students/Parents may make an appointment to review the graded answer sheets with the test.

HOMEWORK/NOTEBOOKS: During the school year, homework will usually be given daily.  Homework will always be used for review or additional practice. Any work not completed in class should be completed at home. Notebook checks will be graded based on completed assignments.  Any assignment not completed or updated will result in a lower grade. You MUST keep your notebook updated!!  Notebook checks will count as quiz grades and will be turned in on test days. 

EXTRA CREDIT: Extra Credit opportunities are not available for this class, unless it is in the form of additional questions on a test or quiz.  These questions will not be included on any make up tests.

V. CLASSROOM RULES: 



          CONSEQUENCES

1. Treat everyone with respect, including the teacher     First and Second: Warning

2. Use kind words and actions towards others.                Third: Call home and/or Parent

3. Do everything you can to help yourself
                  Conference and/or Detention

and others learn.                                                              Fourth: Office Referral 

VI. OTHER POLICIES:

Attendance Policy: Students should be in the classroom when the bell rings. Any student not in the classroom when the bell rings must bring a pass or will be counted tardy. Excessive tardiness will be reported to parents and administration. Please note that final exam exemption will be based on student’s adhering to DRHS’ AP exam exemption policy.
Make-up Work: It is your responsibility to obtain make-up work (either with a friend or online).  Students will have no more than 2 days to complete any make-up work, upon returning to school. All work assigned prior to the absence must be turned in on the day you return to school.  You must fill out a “Late Work Form: Absence Excused” in order for your work to be graded. 

Computer Issues:  Any student found using their computer for any reason other than World History II (online games, shopping, work for another class, non academic websites, etc..) will lose the right to use their computer for one week in class. Ms. Weiss reserves the right to suspend all computer activity for any student if the rule is broken continuously. Parents and administration will be notified for subsequent violations

Cheating/Plagiarism: Any plagiarized assignments (including homework, classwork, notebooks, papers, message boards, tests, or projects) will result in a zero on the assignment and an administrative referral. This includes copying or sharing test/quiz questions or information through written or electronic means; this includes but is not limited to texting, photo sharing, or emailing.   

I am available after school or during extended study for any additional help you may need, by appointment. You may e-mail me with any additional questions or concerns.  I will respond to e-mails within 24 hours.  Please note:  I will not discuss grades with students via e-mail.  If you have a question about a grade, you need to make an appointment to see me. 

Grading Method:

Your grade will be calculated with the following method:


50% tests/projects  
30% quizzes

10% homework

10% classwork

The Henrico County grading scale is as follows:


A (93-100) 
B (85-92)
C (77-84)
D (70-76)
F(69 and below)

ALL GRADES will be updated every Friday on HCPSlink (http://hcpslink.henrico.k12.va.us)

Course Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/aweiss/appsychology This will be updated with all  

          assignments, material covered in class, and announcements of upcoming quizzes and tests.  
Course Content:  

First Nine Weeks

1. Social Psychology and Research Methods
2. A History of Psychology

3. Personality and Intelligence

4. Neuroscience


Second Nine Weeks
1. Developmental Psychology

2. Sensation and Perception

3. Statistics

4. Consciousness


Third Nine Weeks
1. Memory

2. Learning

3. Thought and Language

4. Motivation and Emotion


Fourth Nine Weeks

1. Psychological Disorders

2. Therapy

3. AP EXAM

4. End-of-the-Year Project

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION

To acknowledge that you have read and understand the course expectations, please sign below and also please complete the following contact information.  PLEASE PROVIDE AN EMAIL ADDRESS THAT YOU CHECK AS EMAILS WILL BE SENT TO COMMUNICATE IMPORTANT INFORMATION.
I acknowledge that I have read and understand the course expectations for Psychology I at Deep Run High School.


Parent Name (Printed) ____________________________________________________

Parent Signature ________________________________________________________


Parent Email ___________________________________________________________

Student Signature _______________________________________________________

Student Email __________________________________________________________

