Set 1
Danica Carlson

Theory of Knowledge

1.  According to perceptual knowledge all propositional knowledge is gained consciously.

2.  Bogus theories can still follow the JTB theory, which is why it is insufficient.

3.  According to Gettier the JTB theory would need his fourth condition to be sufficient for knowledge.

4.  Descarte believes that due to the possibility that we may be sleeping or deceived the only knowledge we can have is empirical knowledge. 

5.  While an evil genius may take over my mind, each time I realize that I exist I must in fact exist.
Danica Carlson

Theory of Knowledge
Set 1 Answers

1.  According to perceptual knowledge all propositional knowledge is gained consciously.

True: According to perceptual knowledge, one gains knowledge through acquaintance which is in

fact a conscious thing.  (Pojman, p. 3)

2. Bogus theories can still follow the JTB theory, which is why it is insufficient.

False, that would eliminate the true in the JTB theory. While, Gettier did find that one can have false justification with true theories, a bogus theory would not follow the JTB theory. (JTB Theory handout)

3.  According to Gettier the JTB theory would need his fourth condition to be sufficient for knowledge.

False: Gettier found through the Smith/Jones case that the JTB theory was insufficient for knowledge, however he didn't add a fourth condition to the theory he merely suggested that one may be needed. (Gettier Counter Example handout)

4.  Descartes believes that due to the possibility that we may be sleeping or deceived the only


knowledge we can have is empirical knowledge.

False: Descartes states in his first meditation that knowledge such as arithmetic and geometry may be known whether we are sleeping or not, however he goes on to say that, that shouldn't discredit all other knowledge. (Descartes 1st Meditation)

5.  While an evil genius may take over my mind, each time I realize that I exist I must in fact exist.

True: Descartes debates the truth of his own existence, however in his second meditation he concludes that while he may not be sure of what his existence is, the mere process of thinking that he exists proves that it must be so; for he is a thinking, doubting being. (Descartes 2nd Meditation)

Christina Rendon 


Set #1

1.  Those who want to avoid Gettier’s conclusion,  in the Gettier problem,  have to find some way to defuse Gettier’s counterexample and they must accept Gettier’s cases really are cases of knowledge after all. 

2.  Newtonian physics can be knowledge and is a support to the “JTB”  theory. 

3.  When Albert knows (E), believes (E), and (E) is true, it is a JTB.

4.  Descartes says there are no certain differences from the wakeful state and dreaming  state.

5.  Descartes argues that the further he goes in life the more in doubt he will because he is advancing on doubtful principles. 

Christina Rendon 


Set #1

1.  Those who want to avoid Gettier’s conclusion have to find some way to defuse Gettier’s counterexample and they must accept Gettier’s cases really are cases of knowledge after all. 

False.  Gettier has given examples of justified true belief that do not qualify as knowledge.  In order to avoid Gettier’s conclusion one must either accept “(1)  that Gettier’s cases are not really cases of justified true belief;  or (2)  that Gettier’s cases really are cases of knowledge after all.  Although,  (2)  is included it is not the only avoidance of Gettier’s conclusion.  ”  Only a minority in “Anglo-American philosophy,”  accept (2)  .  (www.info mutt.com,  Gettier problem.)

2.  Newtonian physics is can be known and is in objection to the “JTB”  account. 

False.  Newtonian physics is an objection to the JTB theory.  “Newtonian physics is false.”  Although one may say one knows that according to Newtonian physics (knowledge corresponding to Newtonian physics)  .   (The Analysis of Knowledge from Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,  p.  2)

3.  When Albert knows (E)  ,  believes (E)  ,  and (E)  is true it is a JTB.

False.  Albert does not really have knowledge of (E) because he has no justification.  Therefore, the knowing, belief, and truth of (E) is not sufficient for a JTB.  (refer to robot dog example p. 6)  (The Analysis of Knowledge from Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy,  pp. 3-6)

4.  Descartes says there is no certain differences from the wakeful state and dreaming state.

False.  In Descartes’s  First Meditation he perceives that there is no distinct or “certain marks by which the state of waking can ever be distinguished from sleep.”  Descartes does not say that there are no certain differences from the state of waking and the state of sleep.  (Descartes First Meditation)

5.  Descartes argues that the further he goes in life the more in doubt he will because he is advancing on doubtful principles. 

False.  Descartes writes that his “enterprise of great magnitude” will be saved until he has “matured.” He explains that he will better be able to establish a new firm superstructure of principles at this more advanced stage of his life. 

“I waited until I had attained an age so mature as to leave me no hope that at any stage of life more advanced I should be better able to execute my design.  ”  (Descartes First Meditaion)

Alex Llanos



SET #1 Questions

1.  According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, a belief is true if it asserts a proposition that corresponds to facts.

2.  According to the Coherence Theory of Truth, the truth is only true if it coheres to how useful it is in one’s own life.

3.  Gettier interpreted the JTB theory as having a justified true belief as being sufficient for knowledge.

4.  According to Descartes, seeming to see P is the same as seeing P.

5.  Infinite regression happens when one makes a statement, “In order to know P, you need to know that you know P.”

Alex Llanos



SET #1 Answers

1.  According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, a belief is true if it asserts a proposition that corresponds to facts.


True. (Pojman p.4)

2.  According to the Coherence Theory of Truth, the truth is only true if it coheres to how useful it is in one’s own life.


False. That’s the pragmatic theory of truth (Pojman p.7-9)

3.  Gettier interpreted the JTB theory as having a justified true belief as being sufficient for knowledge.


True. This is the reason why he gave his counter examples. See JTB and Gettier handout.

4.  According to Descartes, seeming to see P is the same as seeing P.


False. According to Descartes, seeming to seem P is the same as seeming P. See in class notes.

5.  Infinite regression happens when one makes a statement, “In order to know P, you need to know that you know P.”

     True. If in order to know P, you need to know that you know P, then you need to know that you know that you know P, otherwise you wouldn’t “know that you know P.” Then in order to K that you K that you K P, you need to K that you K that you K that you K P. This process goes on infinitely. See in class notes.

Tony Vu

SET #1


1.  Through meditation, Descartes uses the method of justification to achieve certainty.

2.  Cartesian knowledge requires justification for one’s beliefs.

3.  The No-False Belief Condition justifiably defeats Gettier’s counterexamples.

4.  The Pragmatic Theory of Truth states that a belief is true if it is useful or expedient.

5.  In Descartes First Meditation, he says that absolute confidence should not be placed in the senses, 

     through which he has received all of his information.

Tony Vu

SET #1

1.  Through meditation, Descartes uses the method of justification to achieve certainty.

False.  He uses the method of doubt to achieve certainty. He questions the basic principles for his beliefs in meditating.  (First Meditations paragraph 1)

2.  Cartesian knowledge requires justification for one’s beliefs.

False. A Cartesian knowledge requires self-conscious certainty. (First Meditations)

3.  The No-False Belief Condition justifiably defeats Gettier’s counterexamples.

False.  The No-False Belief Condition stipulates that the belief that P must not be caused by or based on a false belief.  This attempt at a solution is found as both too weak and too strong. (p. 83)

4.  The Pragmatic Theory of Truth states that a belief is true if it is useful or expedient.

True. The true is only the expedient in the way of our behaving, expedient in almost any fashion, and expedient in the long run and on the whole course. (p. 8)

5.  In Descartes First Meditation, he says that absolute confidence should not be placed in the senses, through which he has received all of his information.

True. He states that we should not hold confidence in something that has even once been
deceived. Since the senses can be deceived, at one point or another, it is not sufficient to know something with confidence. (First Meditations paragraph 3)

Aaron Park

Dr. David C. Ring

True/False Set 1

1. Many other theories of knowledge have shown conclusively that a forth condition is needed in the JTB.

2. The Gettier counterexample to the JTB has been the standing theory in showing the minor problems with the JTB.

3. Descartes’ belief in intuition is that it is completely subjective and unreliable, and deductive reasoning brings no new information.

4. The regressive problem can be broken into three inference chains that show the justifications of one belief leading to another need for justification.

5. The illusion argument by Descartes is the main argument focused on in the three meditations that Descartes wrote.

Aaron Park

Dr. David C. Ring

True/False Set 1 (Answers)

1. Many other theories of knowledge have shown conclusively that a forth condition is needed in the JTB.

False.  The other theories of knowledge have not proven conclusively that a forth condition is needed.  The theorists that have come up with the solution did so in order to solve the problem seen in the JTB by Gettier. (pg. 83)

2. The Gettier counterexample to the JTB has been the standing theory in showing the minor problems with the JTB.

True.  Gettier gives two examples in his paper of which the problem arises in the statement , p, that entailed by or probabilistically inferred from a false proposition, q.  The JTB failed to see the fallacy because the statement, p, is based on the fallacy, q. (pg. 82)

3. Descartes’ belief in intuition is that it is completely subjective and unreliable, and deductive reasoning brings no new information.

False.  Descartes believed that intuition and deductive reasoning are the only two methods guaranteed to reach knowledge.  Intuition, as in the book and Descartes’ belief, is the natural light of reason that provides the only non inferential beliefs possible, and deductive reasoning to serve as a transmitter of knowledge form the intuitions to the derived entailments of intuitions. (pg. 101)

4. The regressive problem can be broken into three inference chains that show the justifications of one belief leading to another need for justification.

False.  There are four inference chains in the regressive problem to the justification of basic beliefs. (pg. 106)

5. The illusion argument by Descartes is the main argument focused on in the three meditations that Descartes wrote.

False.  The illusion argument is one of the three major arguments in the meditations, but most focus on the Evil Genius Argument as Descartes doesn’t really conclude the argument, thus having people, philosophers mostly, focus on the Evil Genius Argument.

Tanner Tousignant

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Set #1

1. Actual knowledge has to be true, or else it is not knowledge.

2. Descartes seeks to prove each of his beliefs individually.

3. Gettier supports the JTB theory, and agrees that it is necessary for knowledge.

4. The quartet solutions try to improve the JTB theory by adding a fourth condition something must meet to be considered knowledge.

5. According to Descartes, there are only two methods of guaranteeing knowledge, Intuition and Deductive reasoning.

Tanner Tousignant

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Set #1:  Answers

1. Actual knowledge has to be true, or else it is not knowledge.

True. Knowledge cannot be false. Accoriding to the JTB theory, it states that truth is necessary. (Pojman 6)

2. Descartes seeks to prove each of his beliefs individually.

False. Proving each of his beliefs individually would take forever, so he attempts to disprove the principles they rest upon. (First Meditation. Paragraph 2)

3. Gettier supports the JTB theory, and agrees that it is necessary for knowledge.

False. Gettier, argued that his counterexamples show that the JTB account of knowledge is false--and thus, that a different conceptual analysis is needed to correctly track what we mean by "knowledge." (Gettier Problem p.1)
4. The quartet solutions try to improve the JTB theory by adding a fourth condition something must meet to be considered knowledge.

True. The quartet solutions accept the tripartite analysis as part of a full account of knowledge but include a necessary fourth condition (Pojman 83)

5. According to Descartes, there are only two methods of guaranteeing knowledge, Intuition and Deductive reasoning.

True. Descartes stated that a person must have intuition and deductive reasoning in that person wants to achieve knowledge at all.

Matt Reissman



SET #1

1.  The three main types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Personal Knowledge.

2.  The Coherence theory of truth says that a statement is true if and only if the facts that the statement is based on are true.

3.  The Gettier Problem refers to a Philosopher named Edmund Gettier’s counter argument to the JTB theory of truth.

4. In regards to obtaining knowledge Rationalists say that you can only gain knowledge through sense Perception, while Empiricists hold that reason and logic are sufficient to discover truth. 

5.  In order for fact p to be true it must be based on the true proposition “p”.

Matt Reissman



SET #1 — Answers 

1.  The three main types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Personal Knowledge.

 
False. The three types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Propositional Knowledge.(Pojman 2)

2.  The Coherence Theory of Truth says that a statement is true if and only if the facts that the statement is based on are true.


False. This is the definition of The Correspondence Theory of Truth. The Coherence Theory states that a statement is true if it coexists with other true statement in and entirely valid system.(Pojman 4-7)

3.  The Gettier Problem refers to a Philosopher named Edmund Gettier’s counter argument to the JTB theory of truth.


True. (Pojman 82)

4. In regards to obtaining knowledge Rationalists say that you can only gain knowledge through sense Perception, while Empiricists hold that reason and logic are sufficient to discover truth. 


False. This statement is backwards where rationalists believe that reason is sufficient for knowledge while Empiricists say that sensory perception is necessary.

5.  In order for fact p to be true it must be based on the true proposition “p”.


False. This is false for two reasons. One facts are never considered true or false because on cannot “know” if they are true or false facts just are. Also in order for the proposition to be true it must already be based on a fact and if that facts validity is in question then you cannot make a “true” statement about it.

Steven Korpos



Set  # 1

1.  According to Rene Descartes, we cannot place absolute confidence in those ideas which are derived from cognitive or empirical observations.  

2.  Descartes argues that although we cannot have certainty in that which is directly observable, we can be certain through regressing to a point of utmost simplicity that there is in fact an incorrigible reality, albeit one beyond our observational ability.

3.  Smith posits that since gravity is only indirectly quantifiable by virtue of its effect of celestial bodies, it is merely an observational phenomenon and therefore cannot be regarded as tangible.  Smith has a JTB that complies with the no-false-premises fourth condition.  

4.  According to Lehrer and Paxson, virtually any claim of knowledge relative to the preceptor is potentially subject to defeasibility.  

5.  From an externalist standpoint, if P fulfills the JTB criterion, but P is based upon the delusional observations of an elderly dementia patient E, then P cannot count as knowledge because of E having the flawed belief that P.

Steven Korpos



Set # 1 (Answers)

1.  According to Rene Descartes, we cannot place absolute confidence in those ideas which are derived from cognitive or empirical observations.

     True.  Descartes states that any principles he may have inferred and based his observations upon are based upon some aspect of the five senses and how that information is interpreted.  Taking into account that our senses cannot be fully trusted, any conclusion derived via the senses can be potentially fallible.  (Meditation I, p. 1)

2.  Descartes argues that although we cannot have certainty in that which is directly observable, we can be certain through regressing to a point of utmost simplicity that there is in fact an incorrigible reality, albeit one beyond our observational ability.

     True.  Descartes states that although our perception of a red apple can be flawed, we cannot deny the existence of simpler realities, such as colors, pigmentation, and our ability to question the nature of existence itself. (Meditation I, p. 2)

3.  Smith posits that since gravity is only indirectly quantifiable by virtue of its effect of celestial bodies, it is merely an observational phenomenon and therefore cannot be regarded as tangible.  Smith has a JTB that complies with the no-false-premises fourth condition.  

     False.  Smith’s JTB does not coincide with the no-false-premises condition because it is entirely possible that gravity can assume a tangible, measurable form that modern science is currently unaware of.  Therefore, while contemporary science may provide truth and justification to his belief, it is entirely subject to change via progress.  The false premise is rooted in chronological limitations. (Q8 printout, p. 2)

4.  According to Lehrer and Paxson, virtually any claim of knowledge relative to the preceptor is potentially subject to defeasibility.  

    True.  Since our perception relies on our ability to distinguish between objects, we may be mistaken in believing that we know that S, when in reality we are perceiving T; an object indiscernibly similar to S, but not actually S. (Pojman, p. 88-89)

5.  From an externalist standpoint, if P fulfills the JTB criterion, but P is based upon the delusional observations of an elderly dementia patient E, then P cannot count as knowledge because of E having the flawed belief that P.

True.  The externalist argument would be constructed such that due to E having beliefs that are misaligned with reality, P cannot possibly be justified. (Q8 printout, p. 4)

Jeremy Hill   15 February 2011

Professor Ring

True/False Set #1

Set #1

1.  A proposition p is true if and only if p.

2.  Gettier has proved that the JTB model is false.

3.  Plato stated “to say that what is, is not, or that what is not is, is false; but to say that what is, is, and what is not is not, is true; and therefore also he who says that a thing is or is not will say either what is true or what is false.

4.  With the JTB model only one of the parts has to be true.

5.  The quartet solutions support Gettier and set out to prove JTB incorrect. 

Jeremy Hill

15 February 2011

Professor Ring

True/False Set #1 (Answers)

Set #1 (Answers)

1.  A proposition p is true if and only if p.

True.  When stating something like “The grass is green” is true and only true if and only if “The grass is green.” (Pojman p. 6)

2.  Gettier has proved that the JTB model is false.

True.  In his argument he states that smith is justified in believing that Jones will get the job because he has ten coins in his pocket.  Which would satisfy the JTB theory.  But in fact smith himself gets the job, and unknowingly to him has ten coins in his pocket.  Which means that the JTB is not a satisfactory account of knowledge since the three conditions have been met, but have not jointly entailed that smith has knowledge. (Knowledge Handout)

3.  Plato stated “to say that what is, is not, or that what is not is, is false; but to say that what is, is, and what is not is not, is true; and therefore also he who says that a thing is or is not will say either what is true or what is false.

False. Aristotle wrote this based on what Plato had written. (Pojman p. 5)

4.  With the JTB model only one of the parts must to be true to have knowledge.

False. According to the JTB theory all three parts must be true in order to have knowledge.  (Knowledge Handout) 

5.  The quartet solutions support Gettier and set out to prove JTB incorrect.

False. The quartet solutions support the JTB theory in which it adds a fourth condition to the theory.  (Pojman p.  83)

Matt Reissman



SET #1

1.  The three main types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Personal Knowledge.

2.  The Coherence theory of truth says that a statement is true if and only if the facts that the statement is based on are true.

3.  The Gettier Problem refers to a Philosopher named Edmund Gettier’s counter argument to the JTB theory of truth.

4. In regards to obtaining knowledge Rationalists say that you can only gain knowledge through sense Perception, while Empiricists hold that reason and logic are sufficient to discover truth. 

5.  In order for fact p to be true it must be based on the true proposition “p”.

Matt Reissman



SET #1 — Answers 

1.  The three main types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Personal Knowledge.

 
False. The three types of knowledge are: Knowledge by acquaintance, Competence Knowledge, and Propositional Knowledge.(Pojman 2)

2.  The Coherence Theory of Truth says that a statement is true if and only if the facts that the statement is based on are true.


False. This is the definition of The Correspondence Theory of Truth. The Coherence Theory states that a statement is true if it coexists with other true statement in and entirely valid system.(Pojman 4-7)

3.  The Gettier Problem refers to a Philosopher named Edmund Gettier’s counter argument to the JTB theory of truth.


True. (Pojman 82)

4. In regards to obtaining knowledge Rationalists say that you can only gain knowledge through sense Perception, while Empiricists hold that reason and logic are sufficient to discover truth. 


False. This statement is backwards where rationalists believe that reason is sufficient for knowledge while Empiricists say that sensory perception is necessary.

5.  In order for fact p to be true it must be based on the true proposition “p”.


False. This is false for two reasons. One facts are never considered true or false because one cannot “know” if they are true or false facts just are. Also in order for the proposition to be true it must already be based on a fact and if that fact’s validity is in question then you cannot make a “true” statement about it.

Valentia Villetti                                              SET # 1 

1.  According to the “Tripartite Analysis” of knowledge, the three conditions are sufficient but  

     not necessary for the standard account of knowledge.  

     False, the three conditions of JTB Theory constitute the necessary and sufficient conditions of    

     the standard account of knowledge.  (Textbook, p. 82)

2.  Descartes states that intuition and inductive reasoning are the only two methods that     

     guarantee arriving at knowledge. 

     False, according to Descartes intuition and deductive reasoning are the only two methods that     

     guarantee arriving at knowledge.  (Textbook, p. 100)

3.  Facts are not true or false, they just are. Truth adheres to propositions, not facts.  

     True.  (Textbook, p. 5)

4.  As stated in The First Meditation, a Cartesian knowledge does not require self-conscious            

     certainty.

False, according to Descartes you must be aware that P is certainly true for P to be knowledge.  (Class notes & Textbook, p. 101) 

5.  Gettier argues that while the tripartite analysis is necessary, it’s simply not sufficient for  

     knowledge.

     True.  (Textbook, p. 83)

Peter Nguyen

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Set # 1

1.  The JTB theory states that you necessarily need all three components, justified, truth, and belief, to have knowledge.

2.  According to Gettier, having JTB is enough to have knowledge.

3.  Propositions are just statements and have no truth value.

4.  According to the internalist point of view, it is necessary to be aware of the knower’s beliefs

5.  Rene Descartes believes that JTB is not enough to have knowledge, providing two counter examples in a three page paper. 

Peter Nguyen                                                  Set 1 Answers

1.  The JTB theory states that you necessarily need all three components, justified, truth, and belief, to have knowledge.

True.  Justified truth and belief is a necessary condition for knowledge ad all three together are jointly sufficient for knowledge. (Knowledge Handout)

2.  According to Gettier, having JTB is enough to have knowledge.

False.  Gettier does not believe that JTB is jointly sufficient for knowledge. He argues using counter examples. (Knowledge Handout)

3.  Propositions are just statements and have no truth value.

False.  The correspondence theory states that a proposition has to have a truth value and that its truth value is based on the fact that it is.  Facts on the other hand have not truth value, they just are facts. (Pojman)

4.  According to the internalist point of view, it is necessary to be aware of the justification of knower’s beliefs

True.  An internalist perspective will say that it is necessary for the knower to be aware if the justification in which the belief is founded.  In contrast the externalist will not necessarily need the knower to be aware of the justification of the belief, and often refer to causality in addition to the belief that is necessarily true.

5.   Rene Descartes believes that JTB is not enough to have knowledge, providing two counter examples in a three page paper. 

False.  It is Edmund Gettier that believes that JTB is not enough to have knowledge. (Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?)

Kevin Lineback                                              SET # 1

1.  A belief that asserts a proposition that does not correspond to facts can be true.

2.  Testimony beliefs constitute knowledge if and only if they adhere to a proper causal pattern.

3.  A belief can be adequately justified if you eliminate all the relevant alternatives.

4.  The defeasibility criterion does not work because it can be a matter of luck that there is no true proposition.

5.  The tripartite analysis is sometimes sufficient for knowledge.

Kevin Lineback                                              SET # 1 – Answers

1.  A belief that asserts a proposition that does not correspond to facts can be true.

      False.  A belief is true if it asserts a proposition that corresponds to facts. (Pojman 4)

2.  Testimony beliefs constitute knowledge if and only if they adhere to a proper causal pattern.

True.  Goldman argued that testimony beliefs constituted knowledge if and only if they      adhered to a proper causal pattern. (Pojman 86)

3.  A belief can be adequately justified if you eliminate all the relevant alternatives.

True.  As Dretske states, “What makes a belief adequately justified so that it counts as knowledge is that we can eliminate all the relevant alternatives. (Pojman 90)

4.  The defeasibility criterion does not work because it can be a matter of luck that there is no true proposition.

     True.  One problem with the defeasibility criterion is that it may be just a matter of luck that there is no true proposition, which, if known, would defeat your justification. (Pojman 88)

5.  The tripartite analysis is sometimes sufficient for knowledge.

     False.  According to Gettier, the tripartite analysis, while perhaps necessary, is not sufficient for knowledge. (Pojman 83) 

Desiree Bibayan

Set # 1

1.  Truth is a property of facts.

2.  Knowledge only implies high probability.

3.  Images can be in our mind, caused by the world, but not in the world.

4.  When a new belief is based on a false belief, the second belief must be false as well. 

5.  According to Descartes, there are some truths which are impossible to doubt.

Desiree Bibayan

Set # 1 – Answers 

1.  Truth is a property of facts.

False.  According to the correspondence theory of truth, truth is a property of statements or meanings, not facts.  Facts are neither true nor false. (Pojman, p. 5)

2.  Knowledge only implies high probability.

False.  “Knowledge implied absolute certainty.” (Pojman, p. 12)

3.  Images can be in our mind, caused by the world, but not in the world.

True.  Illusions are not the way the world really is. If we were to put on tinted sun glasses, the world did not really get dimmer. (Pojman, p. 65)

4.  When a new belief is based on a false belief, the second belief must be false as well. 

False.  It is doubtful that the new belief will be true, but it is possible.  (Descartes’s First Meditation, p. 1)

5.  According to Descartes, there are some truths which are impossible to doubt.

True.  “But how could I deny that I possess these hands and this body…” (Descartes’s First Meditation,  pp. 1-2)

Nicholas Cohn

Philosophy A165: Epistemology

Dr. David C. Ring

True/False Set #1

Set 1

1.  We can never know the whole truth, but only partial, fragmented truth. While considering the   Correspondence Theory of Truth.

2.  Samantha believes that riding her bike while happy is better than a bike while sad. This is an         example of an occurrent belief.

3.  In Theories of Justification, Aristotle states that science and intuition are always true.

4.  Fairy tales and big lies are considered incoherent when looking at the Coherence Theory of Truth.

5.  Michael is running through his neighborhood. On his way back home he sees 6 dogs. What Michael doesn’t realize is that one of the dogs he was looking at over 2 blocks away was actually a statue of a dog instead of a real one, but he could not tell the difference. So he cannot say he knows he saw 6 dogs on his run. This is an example of the no false-belief condition being too strong.

Nicholas Cohn

Philosophy A165: Epistemology

Dr. David C. Ring

True/False Set #1

Set 1 Answers

1.  We can never know the whole truth, but only partial, fragmented truth. While considering the   Correspondence Theory of Truth.


False.  This is true for The Coherence Theory of truth.  (Pojman p. 7 The Coherence Theory of Truth)

2.  Samantha believes that riding her bike while happy is better than a bike while sad. This is an         example of an occurrent belief.


False.  This is an example of dispositional belief not occurent belief. Occurrent belief is one that you are conscious of at the moment. (Pojman p. 13 Knowledge and Belief)

3.  In Theories of Justification, Aristotle states that science and intuition are always true.


True.  From these considerations it follows that there will be no scientific knowledge of the primary, and since, except intuition, nothing can be truer than scientific knowledge, it will be intuition that apprehends the primary premises. (Pojman p. 99 In Theories of Justification: Foundationalism)

4.  Fairy tales and big lies are not incoherent when looking at the Coherence Theory of Truth.


True.  Fairy tales and big lies are considered incorherent. (Pojman p. 8 The Coherence Theory of Truth)

5.  Michael is running through his neighborhood. On his way back home he sees 6 dogs. What Michael doesn’t realize is that one of the dogs he was looking at over 2 blocks away was actually a statue of a dog instead of a real one, but he could not tell the difference. So he cannot say he knows he saw 6 dogs on his run. This is an example of the no false-belief condition being too strong.


False. This is an example of the no false-belief condition being too weak not to strong.  (Pojman p. 84 The No False-Belief Condition)

SET # 1

Robert Aguirre

1.  Descartes’ first meditation is meant to prove that all of his former opinions are false.

2.  According to Descartes, only three methods guarantee arriving at knowledge.

3.  Basic beliefs and inferred beliefs are the same thing.

4.  Gettier says that JTB are jointly sufficient and necessary for knowledge.

5.  Foundationalists believe that our basic beliefs must be infallible.

SET #1 – Answers

Robert Aguirre

1.  Descartes first meditation is meant to prove that all of his former opinions are false.

 
False.  Descartes says that it is not necessary to prove all of them false.  (First Meditation on First Philosophy #2)

2.  According to Descartes, only three methods guarantee arriving at knowledge.


False.  Only two methods guarantee arriving at knowledge: intuition and deductive reasoning. (p. 100 Pojman)

3.  Basic beliefs and inferred beliefs are the same thing.


False.  All beliefs are divided into two categories, basic and inferred beliefs.  (p. 102 Pojman)

4.  Gettier says that JTB are jointly sufficient and necessary for knowledge.


False.  Gettier says that JTB is perhaps necessary, but not sufficient for knowledge.  (p. 83 Pojman)

5.  Classical Foundationalists believe that our basic beliefs must be infallible.


True.  The traditional view that we may have infallible noninferential knowledge upon which all other knowledge is based.  (p. 101 Pojman)

Jessica Laughlin

15 February 2011

Professor Ring

First Set of T/F Questions 

True and False Set #1 Questions 

1)  In the First Meditation, Descartes decides to go through every belief he has obtained to see if they’re doubtful or not. 

2)  The “tripartite analysis” of knowledge states that belief is not as sufficient and necessary as truth and justification to obtain knowledge. 

3)  Gettier believed that justified true belief was not knowledge because reasoning for a belief could turn out to be faulty. 

4)  Rene Descartes described a belief as being “highly doubtful” if and only if there was justification that the belief was false.

5)  There are two classic theories on the obtainment of knowledge:  rationalism and empiricism.

Jessica Laughlin

15 February 2011

Professor Ring

First Set of T/F Questions 

True and False Set #1 Questions and Answers

1)  In the First Meditation, Descartes decides to go through every belief he has obtained to see if they’re doubtful or not. 


False.  Descartes realizes that it would be an endless labor if he were to go through every belief individually.  He decides that if he doubts the foundation on which his beliefs rely on, he can cast all of them into doubt (Descartes First Meditation).

2)  The “tripartite analysis” of knowledge states that belief is not as sufficient and necessary as truth and justification to obtain knowledge. 

     False.  The “tripartite analysis” declares that belief, truth and justification are all equally necessary to aquire knowledge. It is shown as:  S knows that p if and only if;  S believes in p,  p is true,  and S’s belief in p is justified (Pojman p. 81)

3)  Gettier believed that justified true belief was not a sufficient definition for knowledge because a belief could turn out to be faulty. 

     True.  Edmund Gettier described that having justified true belief should not be accepted as knowledge due to counterexamples he published in 1963.  One of the reasons behind his belief was the fact that one’s belief could be from a false source (Gettier’s Problem Handout).

4)  Rene Descartes described a belief as being “highly doubtful” if and only if there was justification that the belief was false.

     False.  A “highly doubtful” belief is described as a belief that has the possibility of being false (Class Discussion 2/15/11)

5)  There are two classic theories on the obtainment of knowledge:  rationalism and empiricism.

True.  The two classic theories on the acquirement of knowledge are rationalism and empiricism.  The theory, rationalism, is defined as “any view appealing to reason as a source of knowledge or justification”.  As for empiricism, it can be stated as; a theory of knowledge which asserts that knowledge comes via the sense’s experience (Pojman p. 16).


Carl Maclean

Set #1

1.  To an externalist, it would seem to them that an animal has knowledge but they would believe that animals do not.

2.  Coherence theory is the circles of justification where A justifies B and B justifies C which after some long process justifies back to A.

3.  Knowledge is essentially an internal part of reality.

4.  It is possible that any beliefs may be false is an example of fallibilism.

5.  Facts contain no truth value.

Carl Maclean

Set #1

1.  To an externalist, it would seem to them that an animal has knowledge but they would believe that animals do not.


False.  An internalist would believe that animals do not have the ability to justify the evidence that they perceive through their cognitive senses and therefore are unable to have knowledge. (The analysis of Knowledge, under ‘Two Analyses of knowledge’)

2.  Coherence theory is the circles of justification where A justifies B and B justifies C which after some long process justifies back to A.


True.  Coherentists believe that evidence that relates to their beliefs can allow any of them to be justified.  (What is Epistemology?)

3.  Knowledge is essentially an internal part of reality.


False.  Considering the evil genius theory, it would be possible that you were deceived in knowing P.  Because the evil genius has deceived you about P you would never be able to realize P and as a result never be able to reflect about the true nature of P.  As a result this proves knowledge is external.  (The analysis of Knowledge, under ‘Two Analyses of knowledge’)

4.  It is possible that any belief I have is false is an example of fallibilism.


True.  Fallibilsm is the thesis that suggests any basic belief could turn out to be false.  (Pojman, p. 105)

5.  Facts contain no truth value.


True.  Facts have no truth value because they already state the way in which something is.  (Pojman, p. 5)

Wes Davis

Set #1 True/False

1.  The sole way to obtain knowledge is through sensory perception.

2.  Even radical skeptics would agree that we can know an obvious truth such as “I have a brain.”   

3.  Nozick’s 3rd condition defeats skepticism in terms of our knowledge of the external world. 

4.   Externalism is a fairly new approach to Epistemology.

5.  Volitionalism is the belief that one is the only conscious being in the universe; all other

     beings are properties of one’s mind. 

Wes Davis

Set #1 True/False Answers

1.  The sole way to obtain knowledge is through sensory perception.

False.  This is a belief held by Empiricists.  Plato claimed that “sense perception cannot be      adequate for possessing truth because its objects are subject to change and decay.”   (Pojman, p. 16)

2.  Even radical skeptics would agree that we can know an obvious truth such as “I have a brain.”   

False.  A radical skeptic would claim that we can never be certain that we have a brain            because we cannot even be certain of the belief that we have a brain. (Pojman, p. 16)

3.  Nozick’s 3rd condition defeats skepticism in terms of our knowledge of the external world. 

            False.  Condition 3 (if p were not true, s would not believe that p) cannot stand for a necessary condition for knowledge because: “let p be the proposition ‘I know that I have a head’ and s stand for myself.  Then (3) becomes:  if the proposition ‘I know I have a head’ were false, I would not believe ‘I know that I have a head’.” (Pojman, pp. 51-53) But if  I was being deceived by an evil genius, or hooked up to a machine that makes me believe I have a head I would still believe that I know that I have a head even if I didn’t.  Hence, the skeptic still has a basis for doubting the proposition “I know that I have a head.”

4.   Externalism is a fairly new approach to Epistemology.


True.  Externalism gained popularity in the early 70’s after the Gettier problem was presented in 1963. (Class notes 2/17/11)

5.  Volitionalism is the belief that one is the only conscious being in the universe; all other

     beings are properties of one’s mind. 


False.  The view described is called Solipsism. 

SET # 1

Peter Johns

1.  Descartes claimed that in dreams 2+3 does not have to equal 5.

2.  The four strategies in the Quartet Solutions are: the no false-belief condition, the conclusive reason condition, the causal condition, and the defeasibility condition.

3.  Descartes’ First Meditation’s three skeptical arguments are: the illusion argument, the dreaming argument, and the evil demon argument.

4.  The internalism approach claims sensory states as justification.  

5.  Externalism states that as long as the belief is caused in the right way, it does not matter if the subject is conscious of it. 

SET # 1 - Answers

Peter Johns

1.  Descartes claimed that in dreams 2+3 does not have to equal 5.

False.  In paragraph 8, Descartes claims that 2+3 always equals five and is “certain and indubitable”. 

2.  The four strategies in the Quartet Solutions are: the no false-belief condition, the conclusive reason condition, the causal condition, and the defeasibility condition.

True.  Pojman first discusses the Quartet Solutions on page 83.
3.  Descartes’ First Meditation’s three skeptical arguments are: the illusion argument, the dreaming argument, and the evil demon argument.

True.  Notes from February 17, 2011.

4.  The internalism approach claims sensory states as justification.  

True.  Notes from February 17, 2011.

5.  Externalism states that as long as the belief is caused in the right way, it does not matter if the subject is conscious of it. 

True.  Pojman essentially stated that sentence on page 109, in the Externalist Response section.

SET 1 TRUE/FALSE

Derrick Lyles Jr.

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Spring 2011

1.  Plato was not the 1st philosopher to suggest the Tripartite Analysis.

2.  Quartet Solutions consist the four conditions that provides the complete analysis of                     knowledge.

3. Even though Gettier’s article on the Definition of knowledge was small in length it had a major impact on Epistemology.

4. Gettier was arguing that the tripartite analysis was wholly wrong.

5.  JTB is an acronym for “Jolly time baby” during Christmas season. 

 SET 1 TRUE/FALSE

Derrick Lyles Jr.

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Spring 2011

1. Plato was not the 1st philosopher to suggest the Tripartite Analysis.

False.  Plato was the 1st to suggest the Tripartite Analysis. Plato defined it as True belief with a rational explanation or justification. S believes that P is True because S’s belief that P is justified. (Louis P. Pojam p. 81)

2.  Quartet Solutions consist the four conditions that provides the complete analysis of knowledge.

True.  The four conditions are; the no false- belief condition, the conclusive reasons condition, the casual condition and the defeasibility condition. (Louis P. Pojam p. 83)

3.  Gettier’s article on the Definition of knowledge had an effect on Epistemology.

True.  Gettier’s article on the definition of knowledge was published in analysis and Epistemology has never been the same.  (Louis P. Pojam p.82)

4.  Gettier had argued that the Tripartite Analysis was completely wrong. 

False.  Note that Gettier is not arguing that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong, The thrust of his counterexamples is simply that the tripartite analysis, while perhaps necessary, is not sufficient for knowledge. ( Louis P. Pojam p. 83)

5.  Justified True Belief is true belief with irrational explanation or justification.

False.  Justified True belief is true belief with rational explanation or justification.  (Louis P. Pojam p. 82) 

Jacob W. Baumgartner


SET #1

1.  The pragmatic theory of truth states that truth consists in the relationship between the proposition (or sentence) and the facts or states of affairs that verify or confirm the propositions.

2.  In Meno, Socrates claims to demonstrate the doctrine of recollection of innate ideas by teaching geometry to an uneducated slave.

3.  Overdetermination occurs when more than one course of evidence disproves a belief. 

4.  Descartes states in his First Meditation that there exist no certain marks by which the state of waking can ever be distinguished from sleep. 

5.  Knowledge can be accidental. 

Jacob W. Baumgartner

SET #1 - Answers

1.  The pragmatic theory of truth states that truth consists in the relationship between the proposition (or sentence) and the facts or states of affairs that verify or confirm the propositions.

     False. The theory listed above is actually the correspondence theory of truth (Pojman 4).  The pragmatic theory of truth, which was proposed by William James, states that a belief is true if it is useful or expedient (Pojman 8).

2.  In Meno, Socrates claims to demonstrate the doctrine of recollection of innate ideas by teaching geometry to an uneducated slave.

     True.  Plato held that learning is really a recollecting of what we have learned in a previous existence (Pojman 17).   In the Socratic Dialog of Meno, Plato uses Socrates to illustrate this point (Pojman 18).

3.  Overdetermination occurs when more than one course of evidence disproves a belief. 

     False. Overdetermination occurs when more than one course of evidence justifies a belief (Pojman 84), as in the example of Joan and the student body election (Pojman 83-84). 

4.  Descartes states in his First Meditation that there exist no certain marks by which the state of waking can ever be distinguished from sleep. 

     True.  Descartes claims in argument 5 (http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/descartes/meditations/Meditation1.html) that since he has been deceived before by his dreams, that there exist no certain marks of knowing whether or not he is dreaming.   At the end of the argument, Descartes nearly persuades himself that he is in fact dreaming.

5.  Knowledge can be accidental. 

     False.  As made evident by the knowledge handout (http://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/dring/JTB_and_Gettier_Problems_Handout.pdf) knowledge must be non-accidental.  In the Big Ben example, it is believed to be 3:00 p.m. and proven correct merely by coincidence.  If it had been ten minutes before or after, that the person looked at the clock, the belief that it was 3:00 p.m. would be false.  Therefore, as stated in the handout, “when someone knows something it must be in some way guaranteed that his or her mind is related to the information believed in an appropriate manner to count as knowledge.”

Jamie Cho



SET # 1

1.  There is only one kind of belief. 

2.  Knowledge that is drawn from memory is weak. 

3.  Belief is certain. 

4. The no False-Belief condition is too strong and too weak. 

5.  Knowledge is a type of belief. 

Jamie Cho



Set # 1 Answers

1.  There is only one kind of belief. 

False.  There are two main types of beliefs.  There is the basic and inferred belief. A basic belief can lead into a nonbasic belief.  “A belief that p is properly basic for a person S if and only if it is (1) basic (noninferential) for S and (2) properly so (justified noninfernetially).”  (Pojman, pg. 102).

2.  Knowledge that is drawn from memory is weak. 

True.  Things that are recalled from the memory are not recalled without undoubtfulness.  Example : I believe that there are three types of diets amongst animals. I am not completely confident in my statement, but I know I have been taught in school of the different types of diets amongst animals. 

3.  Belief is certain. 

False.  Belief is not certain, hence the definition of belief: an opinion or conviction.  (http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/belief).  “Belief, on the other hand, was a kind of uncertainty, an ‘opinion.’” (Pojman, pg. 12).  EX : A stressful or tense situation can make  a person say the wrong answer, even if they know the correct answer. 

4. The No False-Belief condition is too strong and too weak. 

True.  The No False-Belief condition can be too strong because the justification could have a false belief.  Example of the school voting situation on page 83.  The No False-Belief can also be too weak because the belief may be true but it could also  be misleading.  Example of the barns on page 84.  (Pojamn, pg. 83-84).

5.  Knowledge is a type of belief. 

True.  “Plato and Descartes held that knowledge was different from believing, involving an infalliable state of mind, so that if you found yourself in that knowledge state of mind, you would be guaranteed to posses truth.”  (Pojman, pg. 12).  On page 14 Pojman states that “… knowledge is a type of true belief.” 

Samantha Tomilowitz
Set # 1

1.  Edmund Gettier’s Smith/Jones counterexample to the JTB argues that justified true belief is not necessary for having knowledge.

2.  Descartes believes that only two methods guarantee arriving at knowledge: deductive reasoning and self-evidence. 

3.  In his Incorrigibility Thesis, Descartes believes a person can never be mistaken about one’s own mental states. 

4.  Gettier argues in his Smith/Jones counterexample, that Smith’s belief that Jones will get the job is a JTB, but that Smith does not know that Jones will get the job since Smith himself gets the job. 

5.  Each of the conditions for the JTB Theory (justified and truth and belief) are sufficient for knowledge. 

Samantha Tomilowitz


     Set # 1- Answers

1.  Edmund Gettier’s Smith/Jones counterexample to the JTB argues that justified true belief is not necessary for having knowledge.


False.  Gettier believes that justified true belief is not sufficient for having knowledge. (Knowledge Handout).

2.  Descartes believes that only two methods guarantee arriving at knowledge: deductive reasoning and self-evidence. 


False.  Descartes does indeed believe deductive reasoning guarantees knowledge, but not self-evidence.  Descartes believes intuition provides “the only noninferential, infallible beliefs possible.”  (Pojman P. 101)

3.  In his Incorrigibility Thesis, Descartes believes a person can never be mistaken about one’s own mental states. 


True.  Incorrigibility translates to “cannot be mistaken”.  Descartes believed a person could not be wrong about their own mental state at that moment because it was their own to say what was correct or what was incorrect.  (Class notes from February 1, 2011). 

4.  Gettier argues in his Smith/Jones counterexample, that Smith’s belief that Jones will get the job is a JTB, but that Smith does not know that Jones will get the job since Smith himself gets the job. 


False.  Smith’s belief that Jones will get the job is not a JTB.  His JTB is a man with ten coins in his pocket will get the job.  (Gettier’s paper ‘Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?)

5.  Each of the conditions for the JTB Theory (justified and truth and belief) are sufficient for knowledge. 


False.  Each of the conditions for the JTB Theory are necessary for knowledge.  (Knowledge Handout).

Ben Gibbs                                                      SET # 1

1.  In his Meditations, Descartes attempts to use skepticism, that is use a method of doubt, in order to achieve certainty.

2.  The Causal Condition is not useful in supporting the Justified True Belief theory because it excludes a casual connection between evidence and belief.

3.  The Pragmatic Theory of Truth’s fatal flaw is its disconnect from the mind-independent feature of truth.

4.  Overdetermination is one concept which supports the addition of a No False-Belief Condition into the JTB Theory.

5.  Dretske attempted to solve the Gettier Problem by admitting degrees of knowledge

Ben Gibbs                                                      SET # 1 - Answers

1.  In his Meditations, Descartes attempts to use skepticism, that is, use a method of doubt, in order to achieve certainty.

True.  In the first meditations, Descartes claims that in order to build a “superstructure in the science” he must first rid himself “of all opinions.”

2.  The Causal Condition is not useful in supporting the Justified True Belief theory because it excludes a casual connection between evidence and belief.

False.  The Causal Condition is useful in supporting the JTB theory precisely because it necessitates a causal connection.  In Gettier’s counter example, Smith is said not to have knowledge because his justified true belief that “A man with ten coins in his pocket will get the job” is only accidentally correct.  This follows intuitively, because if someone can just get lucky, it is not the case that they knew what is, is.  Rather, it is only the case that their belief happened to match up with reality.  By declaring that a proper causal connection between evidence and belief is needed, one seemingly solves that particular issue. p. 86 

3.  The Pragmatic Theory of Truth’s seems to fail by ignoring disconnect mind-independent feature of truth.

True.  The Pragmatic Theory states that something is true merely by its being useful.  However, this seems to call for a social and utilitarian truth, which may or may not reflect what is and is not.  Further, the Pragmatic Theory of truth is a “form of cognitive relativism, denying any objective” form of truth. p. 9-10 

4.  Overdetermination is one concept which supports the addition of a No False-Belief Condition into the JTB Theory.

False.  In fact, overdetermination refers to a major flow in the NFB condition.  The NFB conditions states that “P must not be caused by or based on a false belief.”  However, if you have enough justified true beliefs such that the negation of one does affects neither the conclusion nor your capacity to know, the on can have a false belief and still be said to know.  This is called overdetermination. p. 83-84

5.  Dretske attempts to solve the Gettier Problem by admitting degrees of knowledge

True.  Dretske argues for an absolute knowledge;  For him, knowledge admits no degree.  He clarified this by advocating contextual criteria in which one may have the proper justification for knowledge.  Like flatness, which is relative depending on what material or situation we are talking about, the criteria for knowledge depends on the context.  For Dretske, “What makes a belief adequate justified (and thus knowledge in this scenario) is the ability to eliminate all relevant alternatives.” p. 98-90

Neil Pettijohn

Set #1

1)  Gettier's critique of the standard JTB theory says that all we need for knowledge is    justified true belief.
2)  In Descartes First Meditation he claims that the only things he cannot doubt are those    things pertaining to corporeal nature and its extension.  

3)  One response to the Gettier problem is to add a fourth criterion that nothing in the analysis in the JTB can be false.

4)  The No-False Belief condition has proven to be the definitive answer to the Gettier problem.

     5)  Descartes, in his First Meditation, claims that all knowledge comes from our senses.

Neil Pettijohn                                     Set #1 Answers
1)  Gettier's critique of the standard JTB theory says that all we need for knowledge is justified true belief.

False.  Gettier's critique of the JTB theory explains that justified true belief can, in some cases, not be considered an adequate criterion for knowledge.  For example, I have a belief that it is three o’clock.  I look up at the clock and the clock reads three.  We would normally consider this a case of true knowledge, but unbeknownst to us the clock is broken and has read three o’clock all day.  It is simply a matter of chance that the clock reads three at three o’clock (Knowledge Handout).

2)  In Descartes First Meditation he claims that the only things he cannot doubt are those things pertaining to corporeal nature and its extension (First Meditation 2).  

False.  Although Descartes admits that it is a strange thing to doubt material existence, he must doubt material existence to get at the foundation of his belief structure.

3)  A way of responding to the Gettier problem is to add a fourth criterion that states that no part of the JTB can be false.

True.  With this criterion the example above couldn’t even be considered a full JTB because I have a false belief that it is three o’clock (in the afternoon as opposed to in the morning).

4)  The No-False Belief condition has proven to be the definitive answer to the Gettier problem.

False.  The problem that the No-False Belief condition runs into is over-determination.  Over-dertermination states that, “If my belief in h is based on evidence, a, b, and, c, where any combination of two will justify h, I may hold a false belief and still be said to know h” (Pojman 84).  The problem with this is that I can have a belief that is correct but not fully correct.

5)  Descartes, in his First Meditation, claims that all knowledge comes from our senses. 

False.  Descartes claims that certain things are, “…found in our consciousness (cogitatio)…” (First meditation 2).  Descartes is saying that there are “simple and universal” objects which give rise to all of our sensory and cognitive experiences whether imaginary or real (First Meditation 2).

Hani Esmaeili

Philosophy 165

Dr. Ring

Set One

1.  Externalists believe that as long as the belief was caused by a reliable process it is    justified.

2.  Gettier’s counter-examples to the JTB theory of knowledge showed that justified true belief was not sufficient to have knowledge.

3.  Weak knowledge is something that we know that we know.

4.  Renee Descartes, according to his first meditation, argued that the senses can never be wrong.

5.  True beliefs are sufficient to have knowledge.

Hani Esmaeili

Philosophy 165

Dr. Ring

Set One Answers

1.  Externalists believe that as long as the belief was caused by a reliable process it is justified.

True. Page 93 states that this is what externalists believe as opposed to internalists who believe that you must be able to access the grounds of your belief.

2.  Gettier’s counter-examples to the JTB theory of knowledge were poor and therefore ignored. 

True. Gettier’s counter-examples showed that you could have a justified true belief, but still not know. (p. 82)

3.  Weak knowledge is something that we know that we know.

False. Strong knowledge is something that we know that we know (p. 95).

4.  Renee Descartes, according to his first meditation, argued that the senses can never be wrong.

False. Descartes believed that senses can be wrong and argued as such using the argument from dreaming, the evil genius argument and the argument from illusion (paragraph #11 of Descartes’ First Meditation).

5.  True beliefs are sufficient to have knowledge.

False. Page 15 shows an example where someone is holding up four cards, all aces, and the other person correctly guesses the cards. While the person guessing believes the cards are aces and it is true, he does not truly know it.

John Ngo

Set #1

1.  Occurent belief is believing how we are at this moment. For example “how are you feeling” you would find yourself believing something about your present state of mind at this moment.

2.  Empiricism is knowledge that originates through sense perception.

3.  According to Gettier, JTB is jointly sufficient for knowledge.

4.  In the first meditation Descartes believes that we can gain knowledge through our sense perception.

5. The Causal Theory of Knowledge is the justification of a belief that depends on the way it was caused.

John Ngo

Set #1 Answers

1. Occurent belief is believing how we are at this moment. For example “how are you feeling” you would find yourself believing something about your present state of mind at this moment.


True.  Occurent belief, believes how we are at this exact moment so if the question is how are we feeling, we would say how we feel depending on the state of mind. (Pojman p. 13)

2.  Empiricism is knowledge that originates through sense perception.


True.  Through touching, hearing, and smelling we can determine what we sense can be knowledge. (Pojman p. 17)

3.  According to Gettier, JTB is jointly sufficient for knowledge.


False.  Gettier believes that the JTB theory is not sufficient for knowledge and that he gave two counterexamples in order to argue the JTB theory (Pojman)

4.  In the first meditation Descartes believes that we can gain knowledge through our sense perception


False.  Our senses can not determine what we know because it can either mislead us or deceive us (The First Meditation Paragraph 3)

5.  The Causal Theory of Knowledge is the justification of a belief that depends on the way it was caused.


True.  If we know what causes it than it is true. For example we know that Sam and Danny are identical twins and if one there picture is taken say it was Sam, how do we know that it’s not Danny. The case is that Sam is what caused that picture and because of this we know it was Sam.

Melanie Hansen 13 February 2011

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Spring 2011

Set #1

1. According to the Correspondence theory of Truth, truth adheres to propositions (or statements), not facts because facts and are neither true nor false. 

2. The No False-Belief Condition is both too strong, and too weak.

3. Belief is sufficient for knowledge.

4. Competence Knowledge (skill knowledge) involves the ability to perform a skill either consciously or unconsciously. 

5. Locke’s empiricism is the classic rival of rationalism because it asserts that all knowledge originates in the senses.

Melanie Hansen 13 February 2011                        Set #1

1. According to the Correspondence theory of Truth, truth adheres to propositions (or statements), not facts because facts and are neither true nor false. 

True – Page five, What Can We Know?

According to Pojman, facts are neither true nor false because “they just are.”  Pojman also asserts, on page six, that “we need not have knowledge of reality for the facts to exist.”   Additionally, Pojman identifies the problem of to what the facts should correspond – “identity, close resemblance, or simply rough correlation.” Instead, the general meaning of the proposition, which “is a thought, the meaning of a sentence,” is what must be evaluated to determine a proposition’s truth-value to be either true or false.    Contemporary version of the Corresponce Theory provide this formula for evaluating truth-value.  The proposition  “p” is true if and only if p.

2. The No False-Belief Condition is both too strong, and too weak.

True – Page 83, What Can We Know?

The No False- Belief Condition is an attempt to save the JTB theory by adding a fourth condition. In Gettier’s counter-example Smith only seems to not have knowledge because it was by chance that he and Jones both had ten coins in their pockets, and that it is because the JTB does not stipulate that the beliefs of the knowledge seeker must not be false.  With this condition in place, it is arguable that The Gettier problem is overcome because in this condition the belief that p is based on the false belief of q.  However, there remains the problem of over-determination, which makes it too strong, and the problem of the absence of knowledge that is based on a non-false belief (as shown by Ginet’s barn example on page 84).

3. Belief is sufficient for knowledge.

False – Notes, February 8th, 2011.

Belief is not sufficient for knowledge because beliefs can be false whereas knowledge cannot be false, ever. 

4. Competence Knowledge (skill knowledge) involves the ability to perform a skill either consciously or unconsciously.

True – Page 2 What Can We Know?

Pojman writes, on page two, “Competence knowledge involves an ability to perform a skill and may be done consciously or unconsciously. You may not be able to explain your feat to others.”

5. Locke’s empiricism is the classic rival of rationalism because it asserts that all knowledge originates in the senses.

True –Page 20, What Can We Know?

 Empiricism, which was argued by Locke, was an attack on innate ideas and a priori (prior) knowledge. He said that we are born a blank slate, and that we acquire all of our knowledge through experience—in other words, all knowledge come through sensory experience.  “If our claims of knowledge are to make sense they must be derived from the world of sense experience.”  Conversely, theories argued by Kant explain that knowledge, such as universal laws, can be known without prior experience through logic.  

