Alex Durán

Epistemology

Set 4

1. What Frege calls “thoughts” are inconsequential to his philosophy of language, because he argues that they are part of psychology.

2. Intensional meaning is the referential component of language. For example, “That thing”, or “Those people”.

3. The identity statement “Morning Star = Evening Star” is both a posteriori and synthetic.

4. Frege argues that language is not a relationship between objects, because simple relation between objects does not reveal new knowledge.

5. Frege holds that the reference determines sense or “mode of presentation”.

Alex Durán

Epistemology

Set 4 Answers

1. What Frege calls “thoughts” are inconsequential to his philosophy of language, because he argues that they are part of psychology.

False. In Frege’s philosophy the terms “thoughts” and “ideas” must be distinguished from one another. Frege describes “thoughts” as the objective content of a given declarative proposition when he says, “By a thought I understand not the subjective performance of thinking but its objective content, which is capable of being the common property of several thinkers” (Frege p.28). Ideas on the other hand are what Frege believes to be the content of subjective experience. Analytic Philosophy Lecture Notes” 2.6)
2. Intensional meaning is the referential component of language. For example, “That thing”, or “Those people”.

False. Extensional meaning is the referential component to language. Intensional meaning has to do with the properties attributed to a name. For example, Kobe Bryant may extensionally mean that specific person that is referred to, the intensional content of his name may be, “A basketball player for the Lakers, Currently wears number 24, Shooting Guard, etc.” (Lecture Notes)

3. The identity statement “Morning Star = Evening Star” is both a posteriori and synthetic.

True. This identity statement is both a posteriori and synthetic. It is both a posteriori and synthetic, because it requires some sort of sense experience to determine whether or not it is true. The statement, “Morning Star = Morning Star” is, on the other hand, a priori and analytic, because it is always necessarily true prior to any sense experience. (Lecture Notes)

4. Frege argues that language is not a relation between objects, because simple relation between objects does not reveal new knowledge.

True. Frege actually argues this early on in his work Begriffschrift. Dr. Robert Lane points this out, using the example of “The Morning Star = The Evening Star”. It is not in fact a relation that Venus has with itself that Frege argues is the source of difference, but rather between the names. Later, in On Sense and Reference Frege argues that the relation cannot be between names, because the name itself does not hold conceptual content leaving the identity that “a=b” arbitrary and lacking in knowledge. In order to overcome this problem, Frege introduces the role that “senses” or “modes of presentation” have along with “reference”. (“Analytic Philosophy Lecture Notes” 2.5.2-2.5.3)
5. Frege holds that the reference determines the sense or “mode of presentation”.

True. Frege holds that sense provides the direction to find the referent. For example, I would be hard pressed to figure out which thing the name “Morning Star” refers to, without understanding its mode of presentation and how it can be found or determined to be that star. However, Professor Ring pointed out during lecture that sense determining reference is not an entirely reliable method of investigation. For example, one wouldn’t ask the public at large how many stomachs a cow has and then average that number together, in order to determine how many stomachs a cow actually has. In this case, it would be wise to actually use the referent, the cow itself and the number of stomachs it has, to determine the sense. (Class Lecture)

Don Nguyen

Set 4

1.  Frege proposed “On Sense and Reference” refers to reference as the “mode of presentation”.

2.  Frege example of Morning Star and Evening star, both have the same sense and different reference.

3.  According to John Stuart Mill, proper-names have no meaning/ sense.

4.  Based on Frege notes about quantitative identity, Superman is identical to Clark Kent because they are one and the same entity. 

5.  Mathematicians opposes Frege ideas about “equality (“=”)” that signifies identity; points out 3*3 and 12-3 are not the same. 

Don Nguyen

Set 4

1.  Frege proposed “On Sense and Reference” refers to reference as the “mode of presentation”.

     False.  Frege expressed that the sense is the mode of presentation. (Dr. Ring lecture)

2.  Frege example of Morning Star and Evening star, both have the same sense and different reference.

     False.  MS and ES refer to the planet Venus meaning the same reference, but different senses, in a sense that MS is the last star to disappear in the morning. (http://www.westga.edu/~rlane/analytic/lecture04_frege2.html)

3.  According to John Stuart Mill, proper-names have no meaning/ sense.

     True.  Discussed in Dr. Ring class, John S.M oppose Frege ideas and argue that proper name have no meaning.

4.  Based on Frege notes about quantitative identity, Superman is identical to Clark Kent because they are one and the same entity.

     True.  Just as how X and Y are identical if and only if they are the same thing. (http://www.westga.edu/~rlane/analytic/lecture03_frege1.html)

5.  Mathematicians opposes Frege ideas about “equality (“=”)” that signifies identity; points out 3*3 and 12-3 are not the same.

     True.  Mathematicians explained that the former is the product and the latter is the difference.  (http://www.iep.utm.edu/frege/#H4)

Kathy Hoang
Philosophy 165 

Set 4

1.  Frege states that the within the regular connection between a sign and its sense, with each reference there exists a single sign; the sign itself corresponds to the possibility of multiple senses and references.
2.  Frege holds that while determining the truth value within any given statement, one is essentially inquiring about the sense of the sentence.

3.  One who adheres to the identity theory of pain would agree that while the “Madman,” despite lacking general pain-state behavior (ie- complaining, avoidance,) is experiencing being in pain, the “Martian,” which may demonstrate pain-state behavior  is not.  

4.  In his analysis of Frege’s On Sense and Reference, Anthony Kenny takes note of the Odysseus example and stipulates that the thought of Odysseus remains determined by the senses. 

5.  The example “The Morning Star = The Morning Star” is that which contains a posteriori knowledge – that is, the sentence itself expresses discovery, which is determinable by sensory observation.

Kathy Hoang                                                                                                                       Philosophy 165 

Set 4 Answers

1.  Frege states that the within the regular connection between a sign and its sense, with each reference there exists a single sign; the sign itself corresponds to the possibility of multiple senses and references. 

False.  Frege observes that the regular connection maintains that a given reference “there does not belong only a single sign;” such a sign “corresponds to a definite sense and that in turn to a definite reference.”   (Frege, p.  24) 
2.  Frege holds that while determining the truth value within any given statement, one is essentially inquiring about the sense of the sentence. 

False.  The truth value constitutes the reference of the statement; according to Frege, in “striving for truth” we are driven to “advance from sense to reference.” Inquiring after  the reference of a sentence implicates locating its truth value, which may only be true or false. (Frege, p.  28)  

3.  One who adheres to the identity theory of pain would agree that while the “Madman,” despite lacking general pain-state behavior (ie- complaining, avoidance,) is experiencing being in pain, the “Martian,” which may demonstrate pain-state behavior  is not.  

True.  The identity theory distinguishes the brain from the mind; mental states are confined within brain states and are “nothing but physical states of the central nervous system,” while the mind is nothing but “brains configured in a certain way.” This distinction holds that pain involves the firing of C-fibers; in the martian’s case, the lack thereof constitutes that he is not having a pain sensation. (“Notes on Modern Theories of Mind”)  

4.  In his analysis of Frege’s On Sense and Reference, Anthony Kenny takes note of the Odysseus example and stipulates that the thought of Odysseus remains determined by the senses. 
True.  He holds that senses identify the thought behind constituent parts of the proposition; only when seeking to “seriously take the sentence as true or false” would one apply a reference. (Kenny, p  130) 

5.  The example “The Morning Star = The Morning Star” is that which contains a posteriori knowledge – that is, the sentence itself expresses discovery, which is determinable by sensory observation.  

False. “The Morning Star = The Morning Star” example is that of a priori knowledge – it does not require one to have sensory observation as one would be required to know for “The Morning Star = The Evening Star.” While both denote the same reference, it is not immediately apparent and therefore expresses discovery, which is based upon sensory observation. (Lane, sect.  2.4, QUIA 22) 

Josue Sanchez

The Theory of Knowledge

Dr. David Ring

May 9th, 2013

Set 4 Questions

1.  According to Frege, a = a should be consider a priori statements and are to be labeled synthetic whereas a = b statements should be regarded to as being a posteriori and labeled analytic because they hold valuable extension of knowledge.

2. 
 The reason that meaning is not used in determining the necessary components for an equality statement to produce new knowledge is that it is ambiguous due to the fact that a meaning could be intentional or extensional.

3.  According to Frege, the sense is said to determine its reference, and the reverse is never true (the reference determines the sense); however Dr. Ring argues that the reference can determine the sense.

4.  According to Dr. Robert Lane, Frege describes the difference between the statements “the morning star = the evening star” and “the morning star = the morning star” is that the first has cognitive value and the second does not.

5.  a = a is a priori, analytic, and necessary whereas a=b is a posteriori, synthetic, and contingent (it is possible but not certain).

Josue Sanchez

The Theory of Knowledge

Dr. David Ring

May 9th, 2013

Set 4 Answers

1.  According to Frege, a = a should be consider a priori statements and are to be labeled synthetic whereas a = b statements should be regarded to as being a posteriori and labeled analytic because they hold valuable extension of knowledge.

     False. Frege does state that a = a statements should be consider apriori, but he says that they should be labeled analytic because a = b statements are synthetic, meaning that the concepts of its subject and predicate are independent, thus they hold “valuable extension of knowledge” (they can be used to learn things whereas a is equal to a because a is a does not give any new not already known information). (Frege, first paragraph of On Sense and Reference)

2. 
 The reason that meaning is not used in determining the necessary components for an equality statement to produce new knowledge is that it is ambiguous due to the fact that a meaning could be intentional or extensional.

     True. Meaning has an intentional meaning and an extensional meaning. Intentional refers qualities, properties, or attributes used to characterize and object, whereas extensional refers to members of the class denoted (things and references). (Lecture notes on On Sense and Reference)

3.  According to Frege, the sense is said to determine its reference, and the reverse is never true (the reference determines the sense); however Dr. Ring argues that the reference can determine the sense. 


True. A. W. Moore notes that Frege argues that sense determines the reference because the same reference could “have different senses, two names with the same sense cannot have different references.” (Moore p. 2 paragraph 1& Frege p. 24)

4.  According to Dr. Robert Lane, Frege describes the difference between the statements “the morning star = the evening star” and “the morning star = the morning star” is that the first has cognitive value and the second does not.

     True. Dr. Lane notes that the second statement (according to Frege) does not express a discovery because you do not need to have any sort of sensory experience to know whether it is true due to the fact that it is a priori. (Dr. Lane, “Notes on Frege’s ‘Sense and Reference’ Introduction”) 

5.  a = a is a priori, analytic, and necessary whereas a=b is a posteriori, synthetic, and contingent (it is possible but not certain).

     True. Both of these are true because they are characteristics of what it means for a to equal a and a to equal b. (Lecture notes on Frege on “Sense and Reference”)

Vivian Nguyen 

Theory of Knowledge

Spring 2013 Semester

May 9, 2013

Set #4 True/False Questions

1. According to Frege, two names with the same sense cannot have different references. 

2. According to Ring’s class lecture and discussion, extensional meaning refers to qualities, properties or attributes used to characterize something. 

3. According to Frege, senses are subjective ideas that would be easily communicative from one person to the other.  

4. Ring discussed in his lecture two types of context: transparent and opaque.  Opaque context implies that the failure of substitution of co-referring terms can occur.

5. Discussed in Ring’s lecture, Frege implies that the expression “a=a” is analytic and necessary, whereas the expression “a=b” is synthetic and contingent.

Vivian Nguyen 

Theory of Knowledge

Spring 2013 Semester

May 9, 2013

Set #4 True/False Answers

1. According to Frege, two names with the same sense cannot have different references.

True.  “Thus while two names with the same reference can have different senses, two names with the same sense (synonyms) cannot have different references.  (Moore 2)

2. According to Ring’s class lecture and discussion, extensional meaning refers to qualities, properties or attributes used to characterize something.

False.  “Intentional meaning refers to the qualities, properties or attributes used to characterize ‘stuff.’”  (Professor Ring’s lecture on intentional and extensional meaning)

3. According to Frege, senses are subjective ideas that would be easily communicative from one person to the other. 

False.  “Frege is adamant that they are not privately associated subjective ideas…sense is an objective feature of how words are used and understood.”  (Moore 2)

4. Ring discussed in his lecture two types of context: transparent and opaque.  Opaque context implies that the failure of substitution of co-referring terms can occur.

True.  “Opaque implies that the failure of substitution of co-referring terms can occur.”  (Professor Ring’s lecture on transparent and opaque context)

5. Discussed in Ring’s lecture, Frege implies that the expression “a=a” is analytic and necessary, whereas the expression “a=b” is synthetic and contingent.  

True.  “‘a=a’ is a priori, analytic, necessary, and must be true. ‘a=b’ is a posteriori, synthetic, contingent, and possibly not true.”  (Professor Ring’s lecture)

Brianna Valencia

Philosophy 165

5/9/13

Set 4 True/False

1.     According to David Rings lectures in Mad Pain and Martian Pain, David Lewis compares the Martian pain to similar pain experience, as a PWP patient would have.

2.     In David Lewis’ Mad Pain and Martian Pain the Martian experience pain from cavities located in its feet.

3.     According to Frege the reference is whichever thing the name is referring to.

4.     MS=MS is analytic, necessary, and a priori.

5.     David Lewis’ Mad Pain and Martian Pain was just a theory in its time compared to scientific analysis in Grahek’s Feeling Pain and Being in Pain.
Brianna Valencia                                   Philosophy 165                                                  5/9/13

Set 4 True/False Answers

1.     According to David Rings lectures in Mad Pain and Martian Pain, David Lewis compares the Martian pain to similar pain experience, as a PWP patient would have.

False. (Lecture Notes, David Lewis does not give any information on that)

2.     In David Lewis’ Mad Pain and Martian Pain the Martian experience pain from cavities located in its feet.

         True. (Mad Pain and Martian Pain, p. 24, para. 2, t, rather, you cause the inflation of many smallish cavities in his feet. When these cavities are inflated, he is in pain.

3.     According to Frege the reference is whichever thing the name is referring to.

         True. (Notes on Frege's "Sense and Reference" Introduction, p. 1,  para. 2)

4.     MS=MS is analytic, necessary, and a priori.

         True. (Lecture Notes)

5.     David Lewis’ Mad Pain and Martian Pain was just a theory in its time compared to scientific analysis in Grahek’s Feeling Pain and Being in Pain.

         True. (Lecture Notes)

Dallas Diogostine

Philosophy 165

May 9, 2013

T/F Set 4 Questions:

1.  According to Moore, Frege argues that knowing what the reference of a

     name is, is the same as understanding it.

2.  The reference of ‘the 44th president of the United States’ is Barack

     Obama.

3.  According to Frege, two names with the same sense can have different

     references.

4.  According to Frege, to the sign, there corresponds a definite object as its

     sense, and to that sense, a definite reference.  So a given reference only

     has a single sign.

5.  Even though the names and senses of ‘Superman’ and ‘Clark Kent’ are

     different, the reference of the two names are the same.

Dallas Diogostine                                Philosophy 165                                   May 9, 2013

T/F Set 4 Answers:

1.  According to Moore, Frege argues that knowing what the reference of a

     name is, is the same as understanding it.

False.  He argues that it is not the same as understanding it, as “someone who knows perfectly well what ‘the positive square root of 16’ means, and what ‘the number of symphonies written by Schumann’ means, cannot tell without further knowledge, that they have the same reference(4).”  (Moore, p. 1, paragraph 3)

2.  The reference of ‘the 44th president of the United States’ is Barack

     Obama.

True.  By a names reference, Frege means whatever thing the name, ‘the 44th president’, is used to refer to.   (Moore, p. 1, paragraph 2)

3.  According to Frege, two names with the same sense can have different

     references.

False.  Two names with the same sense cannot have different references.  “The name is said to express its sense, and the sense is said to determine its reference.”  So if two names have the same sense, they both must have the same reference since sense determines the reference.  (Moore, p. 2, paragraph 4)

4.  According to Frege, to the sign, there corresponds a definite object as it’s

     sense, and to that sense, a definite reference.  So a given reference only

     has a single sign.

False.  To a given reference there does not belong only a single sign.  “The same sense has different expressions in different languages, or even in the same language," so if the reference’s sense has more than one sign, then the reference has more than one sign as well.  (Frege, p. 25, paragraph 2)

5.  Even though the names and senses of ‘Superman’ and ‘Clark Kent’ are

     different, the reference of the two names are the same.

True.  The names ‘Superman’ and ‘Clark Kent’ are different.  The senses are different as the sense grasped from Superman is a superhero, and the sense grasped from Clark Kent is a reporter.  But Superman and Clark Kent are the same person so therefore the reference of ‘Superman’ and ‘Clark Kent’ is the same. (Lecture Notes)
