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1. According to Frege, an expression within a sentence may be changed without changing the truth-value of the sentence. 

2. Frege’s explains that changes in the sense (or mode of presentation) of a sign will never change the meaning of the sign.  and he describes how changes in the sense of a sign may also change the sense of the expression in which the sign is contained.   

3. Frege argues that the designation of any object by a particular sign may be arbitrary, and that any name or expression may be arbitrarily chosen to designate a particular object.

4. According Hilary Putnam Frege rebelled against the rule that the meaning of a term is a concept carrying the implication that meanings are mental entities. 

5. One who understands the meaning of a word doesn’t have to be in psychological state.

Derrick Lyles
Set #5

1. According to Frege, an expression within a sentence may be changed without changing the truth-value of the sentence. if the expression is replaced by another expression which has the same truth-value or which designates the same object

True. If the expression is replaced by another expression which has the same truth-      value or which designates the same object (Gottlob Frege's On Sense and Reference)

2. Frege’s explains that changes in the sense (or mode of presentation) of a sign will never change the meaning of the sign. 

False. Explains that changes in the sense (or mode of presentation) of a sign may change the meaning of the sign, and he also describes how changes in the sense of a sign may also change the sense of the expression in which the sign is contained. (Gottlob Frege's On Sense and Reference)

3. Frege argues that the designation of any object by a particular sign may be arbitrary, and that any name or expression may be arbitrarily chosen to designate a particular object. 

True. because signs are objects, and therefore may be designated by other signs. (Gottlob Frege's On Sense and Reference )

4. According Hilary Putnam Frege rebelled against the rule that the meaning of a term is a concept carrying the implication that meanings are mental entities. 

True. Frege felt that meanings are public property in which the same meanings can be grasped by more than one person and at different times.  (Hilary Putnam “Meaning and Reference”)

5. One who understands a meaning of a word doesn’t have to be in psychological state.

              False.  The doctrine that the meaning of a term is a concept carrying the implication                                                                                          

That meanings are mental entities.

(Hilary Putnam “Meaning and Reference”)

Melanie Hansen

May 17, 2011

Set 5 T/F

1. According to Ring on Frege the statement a=b is a posteriori because to understand its meaning, one must conduct an investigation.

2. Meta-linguistics involves communicating in one language, and then analyzing the communication in the same language as a means to interpret its meaning.

3. Frege would agree that identity is a relation between names and subject matter, so even if a name is arbitrarily given to a subject matter, the connection between them is strong enough to establish the way in which their cognitive value is equivalent.

4. To assert that, “Eosphorous (Evening Star) does not equal Phosphorous (Morning Star)” is an example extensional identity, and therefore requires meta-linguistic identity to understand.

5.  (1) a=b is different from (2)“a” = “b” because (1) uses the term, and (2) mentions the terms.

Melanie Hansen

May 17, 2011

Set 5 T/F

1. According to Ring on Frege the statement a=b is a posteriori because to understand its meaning, one must conduct an investigation.

a. True.  Section one On Sense and Reference by Frege, Lecture May 10.
i. The main difference between the statement a=a and a=b is their cognitive value.  In other words, a=a requires only logic to determine they are equal, however, a=b is informative because its relationship infers a less obvious connection, and therefore one adds information to the other.
2. Meta-linguistics involves communicating in one language, and then analyzing the communication in the same language as a means to interpret its meaning.

a. True. Lecture May 10, in regards to UCI professor Kai Wehmeire (sp?), in regards to Frege,
i. Meta-linguistics is how one comes to understand the equality in the statement a=b.  One must use additional language to describe the sense which is inferred by the statement. 
3. Frege would agree that identity is a relation between names and subject matter, so even if a name is arbitrarily given to a subject matter, the connection between them is strong enough to establish the way in which their cognitive value is equivalent.

a. False.  On Sense and Reference by Frege, 1st paragraph – page 23.
i. Frege would not agree that equality is established between names and subject matter.  If this were the case, a person could arbitrarily say a=b, and even if no one had ever heard of b, b would still be equal in meaning to a.  However, Frege argues that when  a=b is arbitrary, it does not provide information about the subject matter, and only the mode of designation.
4. To assert that, “Eosphorous (Evening Star) does not equal Phosphorous (Morning Star)” is an example extensional identity, and therefore requires meta-linguistic identity to understand.

a. True. On Sense and Reference by Frege, page 24

i. Frege uses this example, along with that of the vertices of a triangle, to show how a certain sign designation can hold information about “the mode of presentation.”  The mode of presentation distinction makes is possible for Frege to show the way in which a single object (in this case, Venus) can have two different signs which are both equal to Venus, but not each other, because of their sense, thereby progressing his investigation on equality as a relationship.
5. (1) a=b is different from (2)“a” = “b” because (1) uses the term, and (2) mentions the terms.

a. True – On Sense and Reference by Frege

i. Because (1) a=b is not in quotation marks, and so it is the sense of the statement which is being used, not simply the signs which designate them , as is the case in statement (2).

Hani Esmaeili

Philosophy 165

Dr. Ring

Set Five

1.  Examples of an indexical according to Putnam are: he she, we and us.

2.  Two terms can have identical intension, but different extension.

3.  An example of something that is a priori in regards to reference and meaning is a=b.

4.  If I were to kick a man, who unbeknownst to me is a world champion chess player, then it is necessarily true to me that I have kicked a world champion chess player.

5.  Both Frege and Putnam believe that intension determines extension.

Hani Esmaeili

Philosophy 165

Dr. Ring

Set Five Answers

1.  Examples of an indexical according to Putnam are: he she, we and us.

True. Putnam explained that indexicals are expressions whose reference shifts from context to context. (Putnam p. 160)

2.  Two terms can have identical intension, but different extension.

True. During lecture we discussed example with water on Earth and Twin Earth showed how the term “water” can have the same intension, yet different extension.

3.  An example of something that is a priori in regards to reference and meaning is a=b.

False. In regards to reference and meaning, a=a would be a priori while a=b would need to be verified a posteriori. 

4.  If I were to kick a man, who unbeknownst to me is a world champion chess player, then it is necessarily true to me that I have kicked a world champion chess player.

False. We discussed a similar example in class about kicking Obama and how it did not follow that you knew you had kicked the editor of the Harvard Law Review.

5.  Both Frege and Putnam believe that intension determines extension.

False. Frege believes that intension determines extension, but Putnam believes that extension determines intension according to the lectures in class.

Wes Davis

Set # 5 True/False Questions

1.  According to Frege, clauses of equal truth value can always be substituted for one another, 

     making them interchangeable Indexical expressions.

2.  Hilary Putnam proposes in his paper “Meaning and Reference,” that two terms can differ in 

     their extension/reference, but still retain the same intension/sense.  

3.  According to Putnam, every linguistic community possesses some terms whose associated 

     “criteria” are known only to a subset of the speakers who acquire those terms. 

4.  Saul Kripke asserts that identity statements between proper names have to be necessary if 

     they are to be true at all.

5.  Phosphorous is the proper name used to identify Venus in the Evening. 

Wes Davis

Set # 5 True/False Answers

1.  According to Frege, clauses of equal truth value can always be substituted for one another, 

     making them interchangeable Indexical expressions.

False.  Frege argues that if a sentence were to be replaced by another sentence of equal truth value, not only would our first thought be changed, but also our third one.  Hence the truth value of the latter sentence might change.  (Frege, p. 40).

2.  Hilary Putnam proposes in his paper “Meaning and Reference,” that two terms can differ in 

     their extension/reference, but still retain the same intension/sense.  

True.  Putnam develops this argument through his Earth/Twin Earth example.  (Putnam, p. 151)

3.  According to Putnam, every linguistic community possesses some terms whose associated 

     “criteria” are known only to a subset of the speakers who acquire those terms.



True.  (Putnam, p. 156)

4.  Saul Kripke asserts that identity statements between proper names have to be necessary if 

     they are to be true at all.

True.  Kripke proposes this with the following formula: “If a=b, then necessarily a=b.  Whenever ‘a’ and ‘b’ are proper names, if a is b that is is necessary that a is b.”  (Kripke, p. 167)

5.  Phosphorous is the proper name used to identify Venus in the Evening. 

False.  The name for the Evening Star, or Venus is Hesperus.  (Kripke, p. 168).  

Jacob W. Baumgartner

SET #5

1.  In the Twin Earth example found in Hilary Putnam’s Meaning and Reference, the extension of the term ‘water’ (and, in fact, its “meaning” in the intuitive pre-analytical usage of that term) is a function of the psychological state of the speaker itself.

2.  According to the theory of meaning, it is the extension of a term that determines its meaning.

3.  Using his science-fiction story example of Twin Earth, Hilary Putnam argues that the traditional concept of meaning is a concept based on truth.

4.  According to in-class notes, both Hesperus (the Evening Star) and Phosphorous (the Morning Star), reference the same planet (Venus). This is an example of Meta-Linguistic Identity.

5.  According to in-class notes, Objectual Identity is a binary relation that every object bears to itself, and to itself only.

Jacob W. Baumgartner

SET #5 - Answers

1.  In the Twin Earth example found in Hilary Putnam’s Meaning and Reference, the extension of the term ‘water’ (and, in fact, its “meaning” in the intuitive pre-analytical usage of that term) is a function of the psychological state of the speaker itself.

     Answer:  False. Putnam states that this is not a function of the psychological state of the speaker itself. According to Putnam, “The key point is that the relation same liquid is a theoretical relation: whether something is or is not the same liquid as this may take an intermediate amount of scientific investigation to determine.”

2.  According to the theory of meaning, it is the extension of a term that determines its meaning.

     Answer:  False. The theory of meaning of states, “That the meaning of a term determines its extension (in the sense that sameness of intension entails sameness of extension).”

3.  Using his science-fiction story example of Twin Earth, Hilary Putnam argues that the traditional concept of meaning is a concept based on truth.

     Answer:  False. The intent of Putnam’s Meaning and Reference is to argue that, “…These two assumptions are not jointly satisfied by any notion, let alone any notion of meaning. The traditional concept of meaning is a concept which rests on a false theory.”

4.  According to in-class notes, both Hesperus (the Evening Star) and Phosphorous (the Morning Star), reference the same planet (Venus). This is an example of Meta-Linguistic Identity.

     Answer:  True. Meta-Linguistic Identity according to Ring is, “A relation that obtains between two names just in case they have the same reference.”

5.  According to in-class notes, Objectual Identity is a binary relation that every object bears to itself, and to itself only.

     Answer:  True. It is important to note the distinction between the aforementioned Objectual Identity versus self-identity, which according to in-class notes, is described as a property that every object has.

Jeremy Hill   17 May 2011

Professor Ring

True/False Set #5

Set #5

1.  Frege believes that the saying Morning star=Morning star is informative and a posterior.

2. The Morning star and Evening star have the same reference but different senses.

3. With an equilateral triangle the intersection A&B=B&C would be an example of Frege’s mode of designation.

4. According to Frege, one reference cannot have more than one sense.

5. According to Frege, A single sense cannot have more than one reference.

Jeremy Hill

17 May 2011

Professor Ring

True/False Set #5 (Answers)

Set #5 (Answers)

1. Frege believes that the saying Morning star=Morning star is informative and a posterior.


Answer: False.  This saying would be a non informative and would be a priori.  The saying Morning star=Evening star would be an example of an informative and a prior.  (Frege handout/Ring class notes)

2. The Morning star and Evening star have the same reference but different senses.


Answer: True.  They have the same reference as they both refer to the planet Venus.  And they have different senses because there is more than one description of this star like “Morning star” and “Evening star”.

3. With an equilateral triangle the intersection A&B=B&C would be an example of Frege’s mode of designation.

Answer: True.  This example shows how one can take different paths to get to the same point.  (Frege handout)

4.  According to Frege, one reference cannot have more than one sense.


Answer: False. A single reference can have as many senses, as many different words describe the same thing.

5. According to Frege, A single sense cannot have more than one reference.


Answer: True. A single sense cannot have more than one reference.

Desiree Bibayan

Set # 5

1.  According to Frege, knowing the reference of something is the same as understanding it.

2.  According to Frege, senses are privately associated subjective ideas that are completely different for everyone.

3.  According to Kenny on Frege, in every day natural language, every sign has only one sense. 

4.  According to Frege, a name expresses its sense and the sense determines its reference.  

5.  People who experience pain without painfulness are at high risk of disastrous consequences 

Desiree Bibayan

Set # 5 – Answers 

1.  According to Frege, knowing the reference of something is the same as understanding it. 

False. “Frege argues, knowing what the reference of a name is not the same as understanding it; there is more to meaning than that.” (Moore p.1)

2.  According to Frege, senses are privately associated subjective ideas that are completely different for everyone. 

False. “Frege is adamant that they (senses) are not privately associated subjective ideas. If they were, ordinary linguistic communication would be impossible. For it is only when two people grasp the same sense, and know that they do, that they are able to understand a word in the same way and thereby use it to convey their thoughts to each other.” (Moore p. 2)

3.  According to Kenny on Frege, in every day natural language, every sign has only one sense.  

False.  “In a well-regulated language, eery sign would have a sense, and only one sense. In natural languages, a sign may have more than one sense: a word like ‘staff’ is ambiguous; the expression ‘the dog’, if it is to have a precise sense, needs different supplementation in different housholds; different scholars would give different explanations of the name ‘Aristotle’.” (Kenny p. 130)

4.  According to Frege, if a sentence is incapable of being either true or false, then the sentence is meaningless. .

True. “We are forced to say that, since it is not about anything in the way in which it surports to be (referring to the green planet) it is incapable of being either true or false, and is hence meaningless. 

5.  According to Frege, a name expresses its sense and the sense determines its reference.  

True. “A name’s sense is said to be what we grasp when we understand it. The name is said to express its sense. And the sense is said to determine its reference.” (Kenny p. 2)

Neil Pettijohn




Set #5

1.  For an equilateral triangle, if the point of intersection of lines A and B is the same as the point of intersection of lines B and C, then the point of intersection of lines A and B has the same mode of presentation as the point of intersection of lines B and C.

2.  Frege objects to the notion that identity is a relation between objects by arguing that since the referents of the sings A=A and A=B are the same, the signs A=A and A=B have the exact same cognitive value and therefore express no new information.

3.  Frege argues that identity is not a relation between signs of referents because signs themselves are arbitrary and carry no information about the external world.  

4.  After objecting to the two theories of identity above, Frege goes on to show that identity is a relationship between the truth-value of referents.

5.  The indirect reference of a sentence is the customary sense of a sentence.

Neil Pettijohn




Set #5 - Answers

1.  For an equilateral triangle, if the point of intersection of lines A and B is the same as the point of intersection of lines B and C, then the point of intersection of lines A and B has the same mode of presentation as the point of intersection of lines B and C.   

False.  Frege’s geometrical example is suppose to show that the mode of presentation for the point of intersection of lines A and B differs from the point of intersection of lines B and C.  What is different of the two expressions is their sense; however, their reference is the same.  Kenny writes, “It is the mode of presentation which constitutes the sense of the sign.  The reference of the two expressions quoted in the passage above (geometrical example) is the same, but the sense of each is different” (Kenny 127).

2.  Frege objects to the notion that identity is a relation between objects by arguing that since the referents of the sings A=A and A=B are the same, the signs A=A and A=B have the exact same cognitive value and therefore express no new information.  

False.  Frege does object to the notion that identity is a relation between objects but his objection consists of pointing out that if the referents of A=A and A=B have different cognitive values then it could not be understood how A=A and A=B refer to the same object since no new information is expressed when we say that A has the same reference as B.  

3.  Frege argues that identity is not a relation between signs of referents because signs themselves are arbitrary and carry no information about the external world.  

True.  

4.  After objecting to the two theories of identity above, Frege goes on to show that identity is a relationship between the truth-value of referents.  

False.  Frege’s identity theory states that identity is a relation between the senses of signs that have a determined truth vale.  Kenny writes, “…two senses are the same if and only if it would be impossible to grasp them both without realizing that they determined the same reference” (Kenny 130).  If this is correct, then for identity to hold between signs the signs themselves must have references that can be either true or false.  

5.  The indirect reference of a sentence is the customary sense of a sentence.  

True.  In the sentence, Fred believes the tiger is in the room; the tiger is the indirect reference because the tiger predicates Fred’s believe.  The reference is referred to indirectly.   It is the customary sense because it refers to a striped animal from India.  

John Ngo

David Ring

5/22/2011
Set #5 Questions

1. In the triangle that Frege use, the point of intersection of a&b is equal to b&c is a result of the mode of presentation because it contains actual knowledge.

True: on the triangle each path of each point leads you to the same place ( Frege Sense and Reference P23)

2. Frege distinction of morning star = evening star is a posteiriori and is therefore informative 

True: The morning star” means the same thing as “the evening star”, and therefore the two statements themselves would also seem to have the same meaning, both involving a thing’s relation of identity to itself, and because the reference of “the evening star” and “the morning star” is the same, both statements are true in virtue of the same object’s relation of identity to itself (The Theory of Sense and Reference)

3. In Putnam example of Earth and “Twin Earth” he pointed out that they are both the same but instead the water on earth and XYZ on twin earth is made of the same molecules 

False: In Putnam’s example of Earth and Twin Earth, he says that Earth’s water is made of H2O and on Twin Earth, it is made of XYZ. Although both liquids look the same, taste the same, and serve the same purposes, XYZ is not water, and because the definition of water is that it’s made of 2 hydrogen atoms and 1 oxygen atom. XYZ is not the same as water and is consider different.

4. Frege proves that a=b is identical to a=a

False: Frege disagree with the statement that “a=a” and “a=b” because it has different cognitive value, and because that “a = a” is an analytic and a priori identity statement it is trivial information that “a = b” is a synthetic and a posteriori identity statement that offers new and valuable information

5. According to Frege the truth-value is an expression within a sentence that may be changed without changing the expression and is replaced by another expression which has the same truth-value in which it designates the same object

True: (Gotlob Frege’s On Sense and Reference)

Steven Korpos




Set #5

1.  Frege believes that because since a = b and a = a, the equality of both statements can be established a priori.

2.  According to Frege, a difference between signs can arise if that difference corresponds to a modification in the mode of presentation in which equal cognitive values are represented by differing senses.

3.  The condition of having signs of signs arises in the situation of one person quoting another person’s words, where one is talking about the words themselves, or their sense.

4.  The traditional view of meaning holds that for any qualitative property P, used to give the meaning of a natural kind term X, the statement “X’s have P.” is an analytic statement.

5.  Methodological solipsism is a term used by Putnam to describe the assumptions of the traditional view of meaning where no psychological state presupposes anything except the subject having the psychological state, not even corporeal existence.

Steven Korpos




Set #5

1.  Frege believes that because since a = b and a = a, the equality of both statements can be established a priori.

     False.  Frege states that “a = a and b=b are obviously statements of differing cognitive value; a = a holds a priori and, according to Kant, is to be labeled analytic, while statements of the form a = b often contain very valuable extensions of our knowledge and cannot always be established a priori.”  By this logic, a = b must sometimes be established a posteriori. (Q23)

2.  According to Frege, a difference between signs can arise if that difference corresponds to a modification in the mode of presentation in which equal cognitive values are represented by differing references.
     False.  In Frege’s example of an equilateral triangle with lines connecting the vertices to the midpoints of the opposite side, the points of intersection of lines a and b and b and c are the same.  Although this is still an account of actual knowledge, there are two different designations representing the same point and therefore there are two different modes of presentation (senses) which represent the same cognitive value, but the references are the same. (Q23)

3.  The condition of having signs of signs arises in the situation of one person quoting another person’s words, where one is talking about the words themselves, or their sense.

     True.  In Meaning and Reference, Frege states, “If words are used in their ordinary way, what one intends to speak of it their reference.  It can also happen, however, that one wishes to talk about the words themselves or their sense.”(Q23)

4.  The traditional view of meaning holds that for any qualitative property P, used to give the meaning of a natural kind term X, the statement “X’s have P.” is an analytic statement.

     True.  This is quoted directly from Banach on Putnam. (Q32 p.1)

5. Methodological solipsism is a term used by Putnam to describe the assumptions of the traditional view of meaning where no psychological state presupposes anything except the subject having the psychological state, not even corporeal existence.

    True. Putnam says, “They assumed that no psychological state presupposes the existence of anything except the subject having the psychological state, not even the subject’s body.” (Q32)

Pete Johns

Dr. Ring

SET #5

1.  “The morning star” and “the evening star” have the same reference.

2.  A name’s sense is said to be what we grasp when we understand it.

3.  Frege believed A=B as a posteriori.

4.  According to A.W. Moore, knowing the reference is analogous to understanding.

5.  The extension of a term refers to whatever it is referring to.

Pete Johns

Dr. Ring

SET #5 ANSWERS

1.  “The morning star” and “the evening star” have the same reference.

     True.  Both fragments are referring to Venus; therefore they have the same reference.

2.  A name’s sense is said to be what we grasp when we understand it.

     True.  This is a direct quote from A.W. Moore on page 2.

3.  Frege believed A=B as a posteriori.

True.  A=A is a priori because no previous knowledge is required to understand while A=B is not understood simply by theory but by observation.

4.  According to A.W. Moore, knowing the reference is analogous to understanding.

False.  “Knowing what the reference of a name is is not the same as understanding it.” (A.W. Moore p. 1)

5.  The extension of a term refers to whatever it is referring to.

True.  ““Reference” he means whichever thing the name is used to refer to.” (A.W. Moore p. 1)”

Matt Reissman



SET # 5

1. Frege defines a sign as any name, word, combination of words, or expression which may be used to designate an object.

2. Frege states that two signs cannot point towards the same object.

3. Knowing the reference of a word is the same as understanding it. 

4. The statement “a = a” is an example of an a posteriori sentence. 

5. Frege stated that every reference has a sense , but every sense does not have a reference.

Matt Reissman



SET # 5- Answers

1. Frege defines a sign as any name, word, combination of words, or expression which may be used to designate an object.

True.  This is stated in overview Gottlob Frege's On Sense and Reference (quia 25)
2. Frege states that two signs cannot point towards the same object.

False. This is actually the definition of a posteriori statement. Where there are two signs that designate the same object.

3. Knowing the reference of a word is the same as understanding it.

False. Moore’s notes on frege states the exact opposite that knowing the reference of a word is NOT the same as knowing it.

4. The statement “a = a” is an example of an a posteriori sentence.

False. This is a priori statement. A posteriori statement must be two different symbols that have been shown the be equal though discovery.

5. Frege stated that every reference has a sense, but every sense does not have a reference.

True. This is stated in frege’s sense and reference. 

Valentia Villetti                                              SET # 5

1. Frege rejects the idea that identity is a relation between objects, or that a word’s meaning is no  

    more than the object it refers to.

2. The following words are some examples of indexicals: I, she, he, and, that, now, or it.  

3. Frege acknowledges the possibility that: 1. every sign with a sense or meaning could lack a  

    definite object, and 2. every sign which refers to an object may lack a sense or meaning.   

4. Non-Rigid designators are the same in all possible worlds.

5. The “Morning Star” and the “Evening Star” have the same references but different.

Valentia Villetti                                              SET # 5

1. Frege rejects the idea that identity is a relation between objects, or that a word’s meaning is no  

    more than the object it refers to.

    True, If so it would imply that if “a” and “b” refer to the same identical object, then “a = b” is  

     the same thing as “a = a.” 

2. The following words are some examples of indexicals: I, she, he, and, that, now, or it

    True, Indexicals are linguistic expressions whose reference shifts from context to     

     context

3. Frege acknowledges the possibility that: 1. every sign with a sense or meaning could lack a definite object, and 2. every sign which refers to an object may lack a sense or meaning.   

     True, Frege explains that some objects with a designating sign might not be capable of being defined and the possibility that not all signs may have a sense or meaning.

4. Non-Rigid designators are the same in all possible worlds.

    False, Rigid designators are the same in all possible worlds and non-rigid designators 

     arent. (Kripke, 171-172)

5. The “Morning Star” and the “Evening Star” have the same references but different senses.

    True, references is the thing that an expression refers to (Venus), while the sense is the ‘mode   

    of presentation’ given by one or more descriptions (Morning Star and Evening Star.) Frege

Adrian Sun








Set # 5

1.Saul Kripke claims that “Substitutivity of identity”, that is for any object x and y, if x is identical to y, then if x has properties concerning F then y contains properties of F. This states that contingent identity statements are possible since x and y are independent words, containing different connotations.


2. According to Frege, what he calls “senses” are private ideas. They are ordinary linguistic communication, thus making communication possible.


3.  Since the statement “The Planet between Mercury and the Sun is green” has no true or false value, it has no cognitive meaning  and is useless.


4.  According to Russell, The true value of the statement “The Planet between Mercury and the Sun is green” is informative in its own while Strawson states other declarative staments has no information depending on its context. 


5. Drawing an equal lateral Triangle, the intersection of AB- to BC is called a Mode of Presentation.

Adrian Sun








Set # 5

1.Saul Kripke claims that “Substitutivity of identity”, that is for any object x and y, if x is identical to y, then if x has properties concerning F then y contains properties of F. This states that contingent identity statements are possible since x and y are independent words, containing different connotations.


False Saul Kripke’s “Substitutivity of Identity” states that if they are identical then they have the same respective properties thus making contingent statements possible. Contingent statements need to include a body of information that expands out of its self. While x and y are differing statements they are identical; it is similar to saying if x has a property of blue, and y is identical to x, then it follows that y has a property of blue as well. This is not a contingent statement since it does not form a larger content, it merely forms the relation that x is identical to y.


2. According to Frege, what he calls “senses” are private ideas. They are ordinary linguistic communication, thus making communication possible.


False:  Frege is “adamant” (Moore on Frege) upon the idea that senses are not privately associated subjective ideas. They are not private because two people understands the same idea in the same manner  conveyed with the use of language. Frege is hinting that we have the same ideas, and those ideas can be conveyed by language. 


3.  Since the statement “The Planet between Mercury and the Sun is green” has no true or false value, it has no cognitive meaning  and is useless.


False, as Russell States, in Moor on Frege, it says several things. “i. There it as least one planet between Mercury and the Sun .   ii. There is at most one planet between Mercury and the Sun. iii. Any planet between Mercury and the Sun is green.”


4.  According to Russell, The true value of the statement “The Planet between Mercury and the Sun is green” is informative in its own while Strawson states other declarative staments has no information depending on its context. 


True, although the statement can be determined true or false, it does not reference anything, for example the declarative statement “That is green” has no meaning whatsoever with no reference to what exactly is green. 


5. Drawing an equal lateral Triangle, the intersection of AB- to BC is called a Mode of Presentation.


True, when it is called BC or AB it is referring to the same area / point in the equilateral triangle (which happens to be the exact middle) for which the lines AC has the same intersection as well.

Tony Vu

SET #5

1.  In ‘Sense and Reference’, Frege says that a statement of identity can be informative only if the difference between the signs corresponds to the difference in the mode of presentation of what is designated.

2.  According to Kenny, Frege thinks two thoughts are identical if and only if it is not possible to hold either thought to be true without holding the other one to be true.

3.  Frege believed that the possibility of a definite description lacking reference was to be averted not by particular provisions in individual sentences, but rather by general rules about the construction of scientific languages.

4.  According to Kenny, Frege’s thesis that the relation between a sentence and its truth-value is the same as that between a name and its reference is connected with his general distinction between predication and assertion.

5.  Frege identifies concepts with mental entities rather than abstract entities.

Tony Vu

SET #5 – Answers

1.  In ‘Sense and Reference’, Frege says that a statement of identity can be informative only if the difference between the signs corresponds to the difference in the mode of presentation of what is designated.


True.  (Kenny on “Sense and Reference”, p. 127, paragraph 1)

2.  According to Kenny, Frege thinks two thoughts are identical if and only if it is not possible to hold either thought to be true without holding the other one to be true.


True.  (Kenny on “Sense and Reference”, p. 129, paragraph 6)

3.  Frege believed that the possibility of a definite description lacking reference was to be averted not by particular provisions in individual sentences, but rather by general rules about the construction of scientific languages.


True.  (Kenny on “Sense and Reference”, p. 140, paragraph 5)

4.  According to Kenny, Frege’s thesis that the relation between a sentence and its truth-value is the same as that between a name and its reference is connected with his general distinction between predication and assertion.


True.  (Kenny on “Sense and Reference”, p. 131, paragraph 1)

5.  Frege identifies concepts with mental entities rather than abstract entities.


False.  He identifies concepts with abstract entities.  (Putnam on “Meaning and Reference”, p. 150, paragraph 1)

Ben Gibbs                                                      SET #5

1.  According to Frege, the statement a=b shouldn’t not be looked at as merely a relationship between signs, but a relation between that which the names designate.  

2.  Frege argues proper names, which designate definite objects and only that object, cannot have multiple differing senses

3.  Ring argued in class that equality cannot be a relationship between objects in the plural.  

4.  According to Frege, a=b and a=a have different cognitive value but carry the same amount of information because they refer to the same object.

5.   For Frege, a perfect language would allow for no differing senses of one proper name.

Ben Gibbs                                                      SET #5  - Answers

1.  According to Frege, the statement a=b shouldn’t not be looked at as a relationship between signs, but a relation between that which the names designate.

False.  In fact, In Frege’s “On Sense and Reference” he elucidates the problems inherent in both takes on equality.   If a=b is a relation between signs (that is, they denote the same thing) the signs become arbitrary.  Any sign could be used to designate any object and we would, “express no proper knowledge by its means.”(Frege, Paragraph 1) Conversely, if a=b is a relationship between the signs referent, “it would seem that a = b could not differ from a = a (i.e.  provided a = b is true).  A relation would thereby be expressed of a thing to itself, and indeed one in which each thing stands to itself but to no other thing.” (Frege, Paragraph 1).  Simply put, if we are only talking about the referent of the signs, then the statement a=b and a=a should have the same cognitive value, but do not.   

2.  Frege argues proper names, which designate definite objects and only that object, cannot have multiple differing senses

False.  As Frege points out in his famous footnote, “In the case of an actual proper name such as 'Aristotle' opinions as to the sense may differ.”

3.  Ring argued in class that equality cannot be a relationship between objects in the plural.

True.  While Frege seems to ask if equality is, “A relation between objects, or between names or signs of objects?” Ring points out that equality statements like a=b will always denote the same object by their signs.  So a=b cannot be about multiple objects but one object.  Either Frege’s inclusion of the plural is an error on Frege’s part, a translational issue, or the realization that there exist at multiple equality statement with different referents (a=b is different than c=e) and thus multiply objects.  

4.  According to Frege, a=b and a=a have different cognitive value but carry the same amount of information because they refer to the same object.

False.  a=b denote the same referent but carry with them different modes of presentation, thus different sense, thus “the statement contains actual knowledge.” (Frege p.  23)

5.  For Frege, a perfect language would allow for no differing senses of one proper name.

True.  “So long as the reference remains the same, such variations of sense may be tolerated, although they are to be avoided in the theoretical structure of a demonstrative science and ought not to occur in a perfect language.” (Frege p.23)

Carl Maclean

Set 5- Questions

1.  According to Frege, an informative relation is dependent upon its mode of presentation.

2.  A synthetic relation follows from the reasoning that there is only one identity state from which it is drawn from.

3.  When mentioning a ‘proper name,’ it coincides with only one person.

4.  If the sense of a sign changes, then the reference of the sense must change as well. 

5. According to Putman, the extension of a term is dependent upon its meaning.

Carl Maclean

Set 5- Answers

1.  According to Frege, an informative relation is dependent upon its mode of presentation.

True.  According to Frege, a relation is informative if it differs in it mode of presentation which coincides with its sense. It is then true that if the identity relation has the same sense the relation is not informative.  (Quia- On sense and reference)

2.  A synthetic relation follows from the reasoning that there is only one identity state from which it is drawn from.

False.  A synthetic relation is informative in the sense that it provides information about using the terms. (Class notes)

3.  When mentioning a ‘proper name,’ it coincides with only one person.

False.  There are plenty of people around the world that have the same first and last name and just by mentioning it does not guarantee that it coincides with only one person. (Class Notes) 

4.  If the sense of a sign changes, then the reference of the sense must change as well. 

False. It was shown in the triangle intersection that it is possible to arrive at one conclusion more than one way and that it doesn’t guarantee one is arriving at a different reference. (Class Notes)

5. According to Putman, the extension of a term is dependent upon its meaning.

 
True.  According to Putman in the twin earth example, ‘water’ has different meanings with different physicals properties in which they are defined to in either world.  (Quia- Meaning and Reference)

Peter Nguyen

Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. Ring

Set # 5

1.  According to Frege, morning star=morning star is non informative and a priori.

2.  It is possible for a sense to have no referent

3.  According to Putnam, on twin earth ,water, which is called XYZ has the same molecule properties as the water on earth

4.  A non-rigid designator designates something that is the same in all worlds due to the flexibility of the words; meaning it allows more to fall into its category.

5.  In Frege’s “On Sense and Reference” he promotes the position that since equality is not a relation between objects, it must be a relation between names or signs of objects.

Peter Nguyen

Set 5 Answers

1.  According to Frege, morning star=morning star is non informative and a priori.

True. Morning star = morning star does not have any significant meaning other than relating to itself.  Whereas morning star = evening star is informative and an astronomical discovery.

2.  It is possible for a sense to have no referent

True. “…Frege himself admits that names can have senses without referents,  e.g. fictional names or necessarily empty names such as ‘the greatest number’, just as there can be thoughts without truth-values.”
[Q 27: Beaney]

3.  According to Putnam, on twin earth ,water, which is called XYZ has the same molecule properties as the water on earth

False. Even though XYX and H2O are both called water, they are not the same, though they look very similar, they are different(Putnam p. 151-152)

4.  A non-rigid designator designates something that is the same in all worlds due to the flexibility of the words; meaning it allows more to fall into its category.

False. According to Kripke’s “Identity and Necessity”, the rigid designator is the thing that we use to say this is what it is in the other world. 

5.  In Frege’s “On Sense and Reference” he promotes the position that since equality is not a relation between objects, it must be a relation between names or signs of objects.

False. Frege actually rejects the two positions that equality is a relation between objects and that equality is a relation between names or signs of objects. He rejects the relation between objects position because that would just bring forth statements of self-identity. Furthermore, if equality were a relation between names, it would not bring forth what Frege calls “proper knowledge” because it would be regarding no more than linguistics. Frege goes on to outline the distinction between sense and reference, which he implements in his theory of what constitutes knowledge yielding identity statements.
Samantha Tomilowitz



Set # 5

1.  According to Frege, a=b is always an established a priori ‘statement’, if you will. 

2.  Anthony Kennedy, in Chapter 7 “Sense and Reference”, suggests that if identity is regarded as a relation between what the signs stand for, then it would seem that if ‘a=b’ is true, then ‘a=a’ could not differ from ‘a=b’. 

3.  Proper names and their meaning or how they are understood by persons of the same language changes in other possible worlds; meaning Barack Obama may refer to the president in this world, but a gardener in another. 

4. The statements “the morning star” and “the evening star” have the same senses because they both refer to the planet Venus.

5.  Not every sense has a corresponding reference. 
Samantha Tomilowitz



Set # 5 – Answers

1.  According to Frege, a=b is always an established a priori ‘statement’, if you will.


False.  Frege believes a=a and a=b are “obviously statements of differing cognitive value” and that a=a is always holds to be a priori, while a=b “cannot always be established a priori”. 

2.  Anthony Kennedy, in Chapter 7 “Sense and Reference”, argues that if identity is regarded as a relation between what the signs stand for, then it would seem that if ‘a=b’ is true, then ‘a=a’ could not differ from ‘a=b’.


False.  Although it appears Kennedy is arguing for this conclusion, he starts off the next paragraph with “But there is an objection to this view.”  He goes on to say that “if every sentence of the form ‘a=b’ really signified a relationship between symbols, it would not express any knowledge about the extra-linguistic world”.  

3.  Proper names and their meaning or how they are understood by persons of the same language changes in other possible worlds; meaning Barack Obama may refer to the president in this world, but a gardener in another.


False.  Frege blatantly refutes this statement when he wrote, “the sense of a proper name is grasped by everybody who is sufficiently familiar with the language or totality of designations to which it belongs…serves to illuminate only a single aspect of the reference”.  

4. The statements “the morning star” and “the evening star” have the same senses because they both refer to the planet Venus.


False.  Both statements refer to the same thing, Venus, but denote the planet using different properties, or senses.  Frege concludes, “the two expressions have the same reference but different properties” (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy).  

5.  Not every sense has a corresponding reference. 


True.  Statements, like “the celestial body most distant from the Earth”, have sense, but lack a reference and stand for no object.  

