Kathy Hoang
Philosophy 165 

Set 5

1.  The traditional doctrine of meaning entails that while two terms may have the same intension yet differ in extension, no two terms may have the same extension while differing in intension. 

2.  When Oscar1 and Oscar2 both have different extensions of the world “aluminum” (ie. the extension for aluminum is “aluminum” and “molybdenum” for Oscar1 and Oscar2, respectively,) this reflects a difference in their psychological states.

3.  Putnam’s theory of the division of linguistic labor supposes that only a subset of a community acquires the “criteria” for terms; those outside of this subset depend upon its interaction with the speakers within the relevant subject.   

4.  The sociolinguistic state of the collective linguistic body under which the speaker belongs, rather than the psychological state of the speaker, fixes the extension. 

5.  Putnam argues that extension, in part, is defined both lexically and socially; traditional semantic theory, to him, leaves out the latter component.

Kathy Hoang
Philosophy 165 

Set 5 Answers

1.  The traditional doctrine of meaning entails that while two terms may have the same intension yet differ in extension, no two terms may have the same extension while differing in intension. 

False.  The traditional view of meaning identifies two terms as being able to be of the same extension while differing within intensional terms, but the “reverse is impossible;”  two terms are incapable of holding different extension yet differ in intension.  (Putnam 150)

2.  When Oscar1 and Oscar2 both have different extensions of the world “aluminum” (ie. the extension for aluminum is “aluminum” and “molybdenum” for Oscar1 and Oscar2, respectively,) this reflects a difference in their psychological states. 

False.  Although we must identify “aluminum” having different extensional meanings to both Oscars, both Oscar1 and Oscar2 do not have differing psychological states because neither are both “chemically or metallurgically sophisticated.”  (Putnam 154)  

3.  Putnam’s theory of the division of linguistic labor supposes that only a subset of a community acquires the “criteria” for terms; those outside of this subset depend upon its interaction with the speakers within the relevant subject.   

True.  Putnam stipulates, in his H2O example, that while most adult speakers may recognize the necessary+sufficient conditions for identifying water, only a few may distinguish it from other physically similar liquids.  These are “experts” whom are relied upon reflect the phenomenon of the division of linguistic labor.  (Putnam 156)   

4.  The sociolinguistic state of the collective linguistic body under which the speaker belongs, rather than the psychological state of the speaker, fixes the extension. 

True.  Putnam demonstrates that under the division of linguistic labor, the “average” person “does not acquire anything that fixes its extension;” his psychological state “certainly does not fix the extension.” This negates both assumptions made by the traditional view on intension/extension.  (Putnam 156) 

5.  Putnam argues that extension, in part, is defined both lexically and socially; traditional semantic theory, to him, leaves out the latter component. 

False.  Putnam argues that traditional theory – ie. intension determines extension – lacks both contributions made towards determining extension.  For Putnam, the better semantic theory encompasses both the “contribution to society and the contribution of the real world.” (Putnam 161) 

Matthew Wade
Dr. David Ring

Philosophy 165

16 May 2013

Set 5 Questions/Answers

1.   According to Putnam, one must fully understand the meaning of a word to be able to use it effectively.
False.  In Putnam’s Twin Earth example, both species were able to use the word water effectively without understanding or knowing the makeup or meaning of the word. (Meanings and Reference)
2.   According to Putnam, two signs that have the same intension will have the same extension.
False.  Putnam’s Twin Earth example showed that both Species used “water” as their intensions, yet they both had different extensions. One being H2O, and the other being XYZ.  (Meaning and Reference)
3.   According to Putnam, to have knowledge of an extensional meaning of a word does not always mean you will know the intentional meaning of a word. 
True.  Putnam gives the example of a man who knows what “gold”, yet he has no knowledge of what the properties of what gold is. (Meaning and Reference)
4.   Proper Names, can only have a single reference.
False. A proper name can be someone’s name. And since there are plenty of people with the same name, there are multiple references to a proper name. (Lecture)

5.   Frege says that a sign’s sense may be the common property of many and therefore is not part of a mode of the individual mind
True.  Quoted from Frege. (On Sense and Reference P.24)
Stephan Nissen

Set Five Questions

1. Frege’s “mode of presentation” describes a designated object as a reference.

2. When talking about a reference, you can always find that references sense as well.
3. The Morning star and evening star have both the same reference and sense.

4. According to Frege, if you can figure out the reference for something then you can, as well get the sense for the given thing.

5. Superman and Clark Kent have the same sense but are not the same reference.

Stephan Nissen

Set Five Questions/Answers

1. Frege’s “mode of presentation” describes a designated object as a reference.

False.  The mode of presentation is the sense and the designated object is the reference.  (Lecture notes on 4/30.)

2. When talking about a reference, you can always find that references sense as well.
False.  Not all references have a sense because the thing in question could be non-existent.

3. The Morning star and evening star have both the same reference and sense.

False.  They both have the same reference, Venus.  But the sense is different because they are happening at two different periods of time.  (Lecture notes in May.)

4. According to Frege, if you can figure out the reference for something then you can, as well get the sense for the given thing.

False.  According to Frege, he denies that the reference determines the sense.  (Lecture notes 4/30 and A. W. Moore’s “Introduction to Meaning and Reference” on Frege’s sense and reference distinction.)

5. Superman and Clark Kent have the same sense but are not the same reference.

False.  The Reference of this sentence is Superman=CK because they are the same person.  But CK is not the same as superman because they do different things when he is either Superman or CK.  (Lecture notes 5/2.)

Loc Hinh

Set #5 

1.  Frege holds that understanding subjective ideas determines their reference.

2.  Putnam’s Twin Earth (TE) example requires that Earth and TE be very close to identical up to the molecular level, where the molecular structure of certain objects, such as water, can vary.  By doing so, Putnam is able to argue that the same references can have different senses.

3.  Putnam’s theory of meaning shows that extension is partly determined indexically.

4.  Frege is against the Correspondence Theory (CT) of truth because his argument against the CT shows an infinite regress.

5.  A proper name is a name that has its appropriate sign designated to it. The sense of a proper name can be grasped by anyone who knows the language well, but only shows one aspect of the reference. Frege believes that to fully know the reference, you would have to recall every sense that is associated to that reference, which he believes is impossible.

Loc Hinh

Set #5 Answers

1.  Frege holds that understanding subjective ideas determines their reference.

     False.  Putnam challenges Frege’s version of intensional meaning, where the intensional meaning is considered abstract public property, not subjective ideas.  This would imply that Frege believes that intensional meanings determine their extensional meanings.  

     (Putnam, p. 1, Class Lecture 4/15)

2.  Putnam’s Twin Earth (TE) example requires that Earth and TE be very close to identical up to the molecular level, where the molecular structure of certain objects, such as water, can vary.  By doing so, Putnam is able to argue that the same references can have different senses.

     False.  Putnam’s example of Earth and TE requires both to be very close to identical because it would allow him to argue that same senses can have different references.  

     (Putnam, p. 153)

3.  Putnam’s theory of meaning shows that extension is partly determined indexically.

     True.  Putnam uses the example where he says, “I have a headache.” He also says that on TE, his Doppelganger says “I have a headache.” He explains that while the word “I” refers to two different people, the sense is the same since it is a reference to the speaker.  

     (Putnam, p.  160)

4.  Frege is against the Correspondence Theory (CT) of truth because his argument against the CT shows an infinite regress.

     True.  Similar to Descartes’ internalist point of view, Frege says to determine whether “something” is true, “it” must correspond to the world as true. To determine whether “it corresponds to the world” as true, “it must correspond to the world is true” must corresponds to the world as true, and so on.  (Q22d, sec.  2.9)

5.  A proper name is a name that has its appropriate sign designated to it. The sense of a proper name can be grasped by anyone who knows the language well, but only shows one aspect of the reference. Frege believes that to fully know the reference, you would have to recall every sense that is associated to that reference, which he believes is impossible.

     True.  “The sense of a proper name is grasped by everybody who is sufficiently familiar with the language or totality of designations to which it belongs; but this serves to illuminate only a single aspect of the reference, supposing it to have one.” (Frege, p.  24) 

Electra Schrock

Phil 165

05/15/2013

True/False Questions: Set #5

1.  Putnam’s Twin Earth example shows a division in labor with regards to the word “chair.” 

2.  According to Putnam the stuff called “water” in Earth and in Twin Earth have different meanings and show how intension does not determine extension, as Frege theorized.

3.  Putnam states that extension is related to meaning and, therefore, one should not relate meanings to any sort of mental (internal) psychological state.

4.  Putnam’s “Hypothesis of the Universality of the Division of Linguistic Labour” claims that all linguistic communities show a similar division of the “Twin Earth” water example through all communications depending on an external structure between the word, its meaning, and the speakers who acquire the knowledge of the term to gain understanding for the criteria in defining any given word.

5.  In Putnam’s conclusion on Frege he states that traditional semantic theory 
leaves out two contributions in regards to reference - the contribution on the individual mind and the contribution of the real world.

Electra Schrock

Phil 165

05/15/2013

True/False Questions with Answers: Set #5

1.  Putnam’s Twin Earth example shows a division in labor with regards to the word “chair.”


False. Putnam’s Twin Earth example does not show a division in labor made in Frege’s theory regarding the word “chair.”(Putnam, p. 156).

2.   According to Putnam the stuff called “water” in Earth and in Twin Earth have different meanings and show how intension does not determine extension, as Frege theorized.


True.  (Putnam, p. 160).

3.  Putnam states that extension is related to meaning and, therefore, one should not relate meanings to any sort of mental (internal) psychological state.


True. (Putnam, pp. 160-161).  

4.  Putnam’s “Hypothesis of the Universality of the Division of Linguistic Labour” claims that all linguistic communities show a similar division of the “Twin Earth” water example through all communications depending on an external structure between the word, its meaning, and the speakers who acquire the knowledge of the term to gain understanding for the criteria in defining any given word.


True. (Putnam, p. 156).

5.  In Putnam’s conclusion on Frege he states that traditional semantic theory 
leaves out two contributions in regards to reference - the contribution on the individual mind and the contribution of the real world.

False. Putnam holds “Traditional semantic theory leaves out two contributions to the determination of reference - the contribution of society and the contribution of the real world.” (Putnam, p. 161).
Vivian Nguyen 

Theory of Knowledge

Spring 2013 Semester

May 16, 2013

Set #5 True/False Questions

1. Putnam believes that understanding a word and knowing its intensional meaning was just a matter of being in a particular psychological state. 

2. Discussed in Ring’s lecture, according to Frege, intension is unneeded to determine extension. 

3. In Putnam’s example of proving that the extension of a term is not a function of the psychological state of the speaker by itself, he states that someone from Twin Earth visiting Earth would think water on Earth is the same as water on Twin Earth.  However, what water is made up in both “Earths” are not identical.  

4. According to Putnam, the division of linguistic labour implies that if a certain object is important to someone, that person must acquire the word of that object.

5. Discussed in Professor Ring’s lecture, based on the traditional view, the extensional content determines the reference.

Vivian Nguyen 

Theory of Knowledge

Spring 2013 Semester

May 16, 2013

Set #5 True/False Answers

1. Putnam believes that understanding a word and knowing its intensional meaning was just a matter of being in a particular psychological state.

False.  Putnam does not believe this theory.  However, he stated that other philosophers had no doubt about this theory.  “None of these philosophers doubted that understanding a word (knowing its intension) was just a matter of being in a certain psychological act.”  (Putnam 150)

2. Discussed in Professor Ring’s lecture, according to Frege, intension is unneeded to determine extension.

False.  Frege believes that intension actually determines extension.  (Professor Ring’s lecture on Fregan views)

3. In Putnam’s example of proving that the extension of a term is not a function of the psychological state of the speaker by itself, he states that someone from Twin Earth visiting Earth would think water on Earth is the same as water on Twin Earth, although what water is made up in both “Earths” are not identical. 

True.  Putnam states that water from Twin Earth and water from Earth are made up of different molecules.  “The extension of ‘water’ in the sense of waterE is the set of all wholes containing H2O molecules; the extension of water in the sense of waterTE is the set of all wholes consisting of XYZ molecules.”  (Putnam 152)

4. According to Putnam, the division of linguistic labour implies that if a certain object is important to someone, that person must acquire the word of that object.

True.  “But they engender a division of linguistic labour: everyone to whom gold is important for any reason has to acquire the word ‘gold’; but he does not have to acquire the method of recognizing whether something or not is gold.”  (Putnam 155)

5. Discussed in Professor Ring’s lecture, based on the traditional view, the extensional content determines the reference. 

False.  The extensional content is the actual reference, whereas the intensional content, the qualities, properties, or attributes of an object or word are used to determine the reference according to the traditional view.  (Professor Ring’s lecture on the traditional view of meaning and reference)

Alex Durán

Epistemology

Set 5

1. According to Putnam, water on Earth and Twin Earth being composed of different physical substance, indicates that there can be the different references with the same sense.

2. Whereas Frege holds that the mode of presentation determines the reference, Putnam suggests otherwise.

3. Putnam argues that language’s meaning exists solely in one’s mind.

4. According to Putnam, there are many cases in which the population at large cannot determine the referent.

5. Putnam believes that contribution of society should be valued over the contribution of the real world in determining a reference.

Alex Durán

Epistemology

Set 5 Answers

1. According to Putnam, water on Earth and Twin Earth being composed of different physical substance, indicates that there can be the different references with the same sense.

True. Putnam’s example attempts to demonstrate that there can be the same intensional meaning, without the same reference. Putnam uses the example to contradict the belief that intensional meaning determines extensional meaning. (Class Lecture)

2. Whereas Frege holds that the mode of presentation determines the reference, Putnam suggests otherwise.

True. Putnam’s argument attempts to deal with the unchallenged assumption in philosophy that, “The meaning of a term determines its extension (in the sense that sameness of intension entails sameness of extension).” (Putnam p. 151)

3. Putnam argues that language’s meaning exists solely in one’s mind.

False. Putnam uses the example of “Aluminum” and “Molybdenum” on Twin Earth to show that, different words can be used to refer to the same material. What Putnam demonstrates, is that meaning is not tied to the conceptual content associated with a word, but rather what the word is actually referring to. Putnam plainly states, “Cut the pie any way you like, ‘meanings’ just ain’t in the head.” (Putnam, p. 154)

4. According to Putnam, there are many cases in which the population at large cannot determine the referent.

True.  Putnam uses the example of H2O and XYZ to demonstrate that although the two materials seem to be exactly the same, they have different chemical composition. Not everyone can determine this chemical composition when saying that water is “that” stuff. Instead, the population at large relies upon qualified specialists to examine the extension on a more thorough basis before use. (Putnam, p. 156)

5. Putnam believes that contribution of society should be valued over the contribution of the real world in determining a reference.

False. Putnam argues that meaning relies upon both the contribution of society and the contribution of the real world in determining the reference. (Putnam, p. 161)
Etianne Manetta

Professor Ring

Epistemology

Set 5 True or False QUESTIONS
1.  According to Putnam, The extension of the term ‘water’ (and, in fact, its “meaning” in the intuitive preanalytical usage of the term) is a function of the psychological state of the speaker by itself.  

2.  Putnam argues that words are more like the hammer and the screwdriver, which can be used by one person, rather than the steamship, which requires the cooperative activity of several people.  

3.  According to Putnam, indexical, or token-reflexive, the extension varies from context to context, and people often argue that for such words (“now”, “this”, “here”) intension determines extension.  

4.  Putnam argues that the difference in extension (for the indexicality of the word “water”) disproves the doctrine that meanings are concepts, or mental entities of any kind.  

5.  In terms of the determination of the reference, according to Putnam, traditional semantic theory’s only flaw is that the contribution of society is overlooked.   

 

Etianne Manetta

Professor Ring

Epistemology

Set 5 True or False ANSWERS
1.  According to Putnam, The extension of the term ‘water’ (and, in fact, its “meaning” in the intuitive preanalytical usage of the term) is a function of the psychological state of the speaker by itself.  


False.  The extension of the term ‘water’ is NOT a function of the psychological state of the speaker by itself (Putnam p. 152, paragraph 3)

2.  Putnam argues that words are more like the hammer and the screwdriver, which can be used by one person, rather than the steamship, which requires the cooperative activity of several people.  


False.  “Words have been thought of too much on the model of the first sort of tool [the hammer or the screw driver]” – Putnam induces the phenomenon of the hypothesis of the universality of the division of linguistic labor to show that words are more like a steamship, in that they require the interaction of several people in order to function properly.  (Putnam p. 156)

3.  According to Putnam, indexical, or token-reflexive, the extension varies from context to context, and people often argue that for such words (“now”, “this”, “here”) intension determines extension.  


False.  “For these words [indexical or token reflexive words], NO ONE has ever suggested the traditional theory that ‘intention determines extension’” (Putnam p. 160, paragraph 2).

4.  Putnam argues that the difference in extension (for the indexicality of the word “water”) disproves the doctrine that meanings are concepts, or mental entities of any kind.  


True.  “That difference in extension is ipso facto a difference in meaning for natural kind words, thereby giving up the doctrine that meanings are concepts, or indeed, mental entities of any kind” (Putnam p. 160-161).

5.  In terms of the determination of the reference, according to Putnam, traditional semantic theory’s only flaw is that the contribution of society is overlooked.   


False.  The traditional semantic theory leaves out TWO contributions to the determination of reference – the contribution of society and the contribution of the real world; a better semantic theory must encompass both (Putnam p. 161, paragraph 3)

Don Nguyen

Set 5

1.  According to Frege, a proper name (signs, words, expression) expresses the sense, but it also designates the reference. 

2.  According to Putnam, he stated that the meaning of a term determines by its extension.  

3.  Putnam states in his Earth and Twin Earth example, he explained that on Earth that water refers to H20 and on Twin Earth refers to XYZ, meaning they have different references but the same sense.

4.  Frege believes that the intentional meaning and understanding a word was to be in particular psychological state. 

5.  According to Frege, the senses are mental. 

 

Don Nguyen

Set 5

1.  According to Frege, a proper name (signs, words, expression) expresses the sense, but it also designates the reference.

     True.  Frege states that a sign can be express the sense and designate the reference. (Frege p. 25)

2.  According to Putnam, he stated that the meaning of a term determines by its extension.  

     True.  Putnam further explained that the term, sameness of intentions entrails the sameness of extension. (Putnam p. 151)

3.  Putnam states in his Earth and Twin Earth example, he explained that on Earth that water refers to H20 and on Twin Earth refers to XYZ, meaning they have different references but the same sense.

     True.  Regardless of where it is, Putnam states that the term can have multiple references and have the same meaning. (Putnam p. 151-152)

4.  Frege believes that the intentional meaning and understanding a word was to be in particular psychological state

     False.  Putnam states that “meanings in the head” but Frege does not believe it. (Putnam p. 152)

5.  According to Frege, the senses are mental.

     False.  Frege states that the senses are public and external to the mind. (http://www.westga.edu/~rlane/analytic/lecture05_frege3.html)
Steven Rosenthal

Epistemology

May 14th, 2013

Set #5

1)  A true demonstrative indexical includes “he”, “she”, and “I.”

2)  Fred saying “I am female” and Wilma saying “I am female” are asserting the same proposition.

3)  Indexicals are a direct reference and not rigid designators.

4)  Kaplan’s Theory doesn’t assign contents to utterances, it assigns contents to expressions-in-contents.  

5)  “The door is closed” qualifies as a thought, which is something all meaningful sentences express or contain.

Steven Rosenthal

Epistemology

May 14th, 2013

Set #5 Answers
1)  A true demonstrative indexical includes “he”, “she”, and “I.”

False.  The word “I” comes from a pure indexical, which has a different reference and content than the true demonstrative indexical as Kaplan explains.  (“Indexicals” by Professor David Braun in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, par. 1.3)

2)  Fred saying “I am female” and Wilma saying “I am female” are asserting the same proposition.

False.  These have the same linguistic meaning, but are not the same propositions.  What Fred has said is false and in a different context than what Wilma has said.  (“Indexicals” by Professor David Braun in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, par. 3.1)

3)  Indexicals are a direct reference and not rigid designators.

False.  Kaplan says indexicals are a direct reference (meaning that the content of the indexical is the object to what it refers) and rigid designators as he describes then as  “an expression that has the same extension with respect to all possible worlds.”   (“Indexicals” by Professor David Braun in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, par. 3.5)

4)  Kaplan’s Theory doesn’t assign contents to utterances, it assigns contents to expressions-in-contents.  

True.  Kaplan argues this and uses the example “I am wearing a business suit.”  (“Indexicals” by Professor David Braun in the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, par. 3.5)

5)  “The door is closed” qualifies as a thought, which is something all meaningful sentences express or contain.


False.  Although this is a thought, “not all meaningful sentences express or contain thoughts.”  (Notes on Frege’s “Sense and Reference” 4, par. 2.12)

Dallas Diogostine

Philosophy 165

May 16, 2013

T/F Set 5 Questions:

1.  According to Putnam, meanings are private - the same meaning can only be grasped by one person at a time.

2.  The example if the two terms "creature with a kidney" and "creature with a heart" does show that two terms can have the same extension and yet differ in intension.

3.  Back in 1750, on Earth, the extension of water wasn’t H20.

4.  Both people from Earth and Twin Earth say the pots and pans on Twin Earth are made of aluminum.

5.  According to Putnam, after we have discovered that water on Earth is 

     H20, XYZ isn’t water anymore, but a different liquid.

Dallas Diogostine

Philosophy 165

May 16, 2013

T/F Set 5 Answers:

1.  According to Putnam, meanings are private - the same meaning can only be grasped by one person at a time.

False.  He says meanings are public property - that the same meaning can be "grasped" by more than one person and by persons at different times.  (Putnam, p. 150, paragraph 1)

2.  The example if the two terms "creature with a kidney" and "creature with a heart" does show that two terms can have the same extension and yet differ in intension.

True.  Both terms can have the same extension because living every human has both a heart and a kidney.  The two terms have a different intension because "creature with a heart" doesn’t have to have a kidney, and "creature with a kidney" doesn’t have to have a heart.  (Putnam, p. 150, paragraph 2)

3.  Back in 1750, on Earth, the extension of water wasn’t H20.

False.  The extension of water was just as much H20 on Earth in 1750 when they didn’t know it was composed of hydrogen and oxygen, as in 1950 when they did know.  (Putnam, p. 152, paragraph 3)

4.  Both people from Earth and Twin Earth say the pots and pans on Twin Earth are made of aluminum.

True.  People on both planets say pots and pans are made of aluminum because on Twin Earth, the word 'aluminum' is the name of molybdenum, and the word 'molybdenum' is the name of aluminum.  So Twin Earthians call their molybdenum pots 'aluminum'.  (Putnam, p. 153, paragraph 3)

5.  According to Putnam, after we have discovered that water on Earth is 

     H20, XYZ isn’t water anymore, but a different liquid.

True.  After discovering water is H20 on Earth, water cannot be anything else.  Nothing counts as a possible world in which water isn’t H20.  The liquid in the lakes on Twin Earth isn’t water, but a different liquid made of XYZ. (Putnam, p. 159, paragraph 3)

Brianna Valencia

Philosophy 165

5/15/13

Set 5 True/False

1.     According to Frege a=a is cognitively less informative than a=b.

2.     When in comes to sense and reference Frege wants to dismiss any psychological meanings to it.

3.     Creature with a kidney and creature with a heart are two different senses that can potentially have the same meaning.     

4.     Putnam’s first unchallenged assumption was that knowing a meaning of a term is a matter of being is psychological state, in which psychological state refers to a state memories and beliefs.   

5.     Superman=Clark Kent is sense but not in refrence.

Brianna Valencia

Philosophy 165

5/15/13

Set 5 True/False

1.     According to Frege the cognitive value of a=a is the same as a=b if a=a is true.

            True. (Frege On Sense and Reference, pg. 24 para 2)

2.     According to Frege proper names express both sense and reference.

             False. Frege states that proper name refer to one’s belief of that certain name but the name itself represents sense not reference.

3.     Creature with a kidney and creature with a heart are two different senses that can potentially have the same meaning.

            True. (Putnam, Meaning and Reference, pg. 150, para. 2)     

4.     Putnam’s first unchallenged assumption was that knowing a meaning of a term is a matter of being is psychological state, in which psychological state refers to a state memories and beliefs.   

             True. (Putnam, Meaning and Reference, pg. 151 para. 1)

5.     Superman=Clark Kent is sense but not in refrence.

             True. (Lecture Notes)

Cole Hungerle

Philosophy 165

Mr. Ring

Set 5 True/False

1.Putnam claimed, “ None of these philosophers doubted that understanding a word (knowing its intension) was just a matter of being in a certain philosophical state.”

2.Frege argues that it is possible to attain all the different signs that designate one object.

3.Putnam believes that intention determines extension.

4. According to Frege, the sense of a sign may change without changing the identity of the object to which the sign refers.

5.The reference of a complete proposition is what it is we understand when we understand a proposition, which Frege calls “a thought”.

Cole Hungerle

Philosophy 165

Mr. Ring

Set 5 True/False Answers

1.Putnam claimed, “ None of these philosophers doubted that understanding a word (knowing its intension) was just a matter of being in a certain philosophical state.”

False. “None of these philosophers doubted that understanding a word (knowing its intension) was just a matter of being in a certain psychological state”(meaning and reference, Hilary Putnam).

2.Frege argues that it is possible to attain all the different signs that designate one object.

False. “The discovery that different signs may be used to designate the same object may in some cases enable us to attain additional knowledge of the object which is designated by those signs. To discover all of the possible signs which may be used to designate an object may be to attain all possible knowledge of that object, but such comprehensive knowledge of an object may not be within our capacity to attain” (Gottlob Frege's On Sense and Reference).

3.Putnam believes that intention determines extension.

False. Putnam believes that people in the external world determine the meaning of the word. (meaning and reference)

4. According to Frege, the sense of a sign may change without changing the identity of the object to which the sign refers.

True. Frege explains that the mode of presentation of a sign and the mode of reference of the sign to an object may correspond to each other. The identity of the object to which a sign refers may be independent of the way in which the sign is presented. (meaning and reference)

5.The reference of a complete proposition is what it is we understand when we understand a proposition, which Frege calls “a thought”.

False. The sense of an object or proposition is what Frege calls “thought” (IEC)

Josue Sanchez

The Theory of Knowledge

Dr. David Ring

May 16th, 2013

Set 5 Questions

1.   In Hilary Putnam’s Twin Earth example, the intension of “water” is “all wholes consisting of H2O molecules” on Earth; the intension of “water” on Twin Earth is “all wholes consisting of XYZ molecules.” 

2. 
 In intensional or opaque context one can change co-referring expressions and not change the truth value that is the Principle of Substitutivity hold true.  

3.   According to Putnam, Frege identified objects with abstract entities rather than mental entities because the same meaning could be “grasped” by more than one person as well as at different times. 

4.   According to Putnam, extension is not determined socially and indexically rather it is “fixed by a concept that the individual speaker has in his or her head.” He would say that “meanings are in the head.”

5.   In the sentence “Romney said that ‘Obama is a terrible President.’”  Obama has a customary reference.
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Set 5 Answers

1.  In Hilary Putnam’s Twin Earth example, the intension of “water” is “all wholes consisting of H2O molecules” on Earth; the intension of “water” on Twin Earth is “all wholes consisting of XYZ molecules.”

     False. In Putnam’s Twin Earth example these two represent the extension or references not the intensions because intensions refer to the sense the mode of presentation. A key point of Putnam’s example is that the extension, not the intension, of “water” is not a function of the psychological state of the speaker. (Putnam p. 152 paragraphs 2-3) 

2. 
In intensional or opaque context one can change co-referring expressions and not change the truth value that is the Principle of Substitutivity hold true.  

     False. This is the definition of extensional context, or transparent context. Intensional context one cannot always exchange co-referring expressions without altering the truth value. (Dr. Lane Section 2.8.2) 

3.  According to Putnam, Frege identified objects with abstract entities rather than mental entities because the same meaning could be “grasped” by more than one person as well as at different times.


True. Although Putman believes that there is an “individual psychological sate” when trying to “grasp” these abstract entities he does say this. (Putman p. 150 1st paragraph)

4.  According to Putnam, extension is not determined socially and indexically rather it is “fixed by a concept that the individual speaker has in his or her head.” He would say that “meanings are in the head.”

     False. Hilary Putnam gives numerous examples using the Twin Earth example and “non-fictional” examples to show that even with the same psychological state people can still use the same intension but refer to different extensions. He even concludes the extensions are determined socially and indexically. (Putnam p. 161last paragraph) 

5.  In the sentence “Romney said that ‘Obama is a terrible President.’”  Obama has a customary reference.

     False. In this sentence “Obama” has an indirect reference because it does not just refer to any person named Obama rather it refers to “the 44th President on the U.S, who was a Senator from Illinois, and the husband of Michelle Obama.” (Dr. Lane Section 2.7)
