Epistemology Course Information  2  


Epistemology Course Information
Epistemology                                                                                    Orange Coast College

Philosophy A165, CRN: 30890                                                        Dr. David C. Ring

TR 11:10 a.m. - 12:35 p.m. in Social Science 107                          e-mail: dring@occ.cccd.edu 


OCC office phone: 714 432-5657                                                    Office Hrs: Monday 2:10- 6:10 pm &

Office: Social Science 200L                                                                                  by appointment

(2nd floor on left side of OCC bookstore)

 

        
        
        

REQUIRED READINGS:

v [P]  What Can We Know?:  An Introduction to the Theory of Knowledge, 2nd ed. by  Louis Pojman 

v [G]  Feeling Pain and Being in Pain, 2nd ed. by Nikola Grahek

v [Q]  Quia epistemology website: http://www.quia.com/pages/dring/page4 
COURSE CONTENTS:

Students are expected to learn the following topics:

1. Standard philosophical terminology and argumentation concerning basic  

epistemological topics.


2.   The theory that knowledge is justified true belief (JTB) and its requirements.


3.   Edmund Gettier’s counter-examples to the JTB theory.


4.   René Descartes’s first two Meditations on First Philosophy and his foundationalist 

                        theory.


5.   The incorrigibility thesis and its implications and consequences.


6.   Objections to the incorrigibilty thesis, especially regarding the issue of pain.


7.   Nikola Grahek’s views about feeling pain and being in pain.


8.   Gottlob Frege’s views regarding knowledge of the meaning of sense and reference.


9.   Hilary Putnam’s views on meaning and reference.

Students should read the course material BEFORE attending lecture and be prepared to discuss the philosophical material at length.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1.  There will be a midterm and a comprehensive final exam.  Both tests have an objective section containing mostly true/false, a few multiple choice questions, and two essay questions.  Test # 1 is worth 25%.  The final 30%. (Total of both tests: 55%)
2.  There will be one five page maximum paper assignment worth 25%.  The paper must be typed, double-spaced with one inch margins and must follow the formatting instructions supplied on the Quia website.  The paper is on a topic related to Nikola Grahek’s book, Feeling Pain and Being in Pain and/or the incorrigiblity thesis.  More will be said about your topic choices in class. 
3.  The paper must be typed, with a cover page, introduction, and bibliography.  Your papers must follow the formatting instructions posted on the Quia website at: http://www.quia.com/pages/dring/page4 .   All major quotations are single spaced, indented five spaces and in block format.  Each quotation must contain a source citation and page number.  You must have a photocopy (or backup computer disk) of this paper before you turn it in.  The paper must be stapled in the upper left corner.  Do not use any binders or folders.  You must follow all directions for the form and style of your paper located on the Quia website.  Any failure to follow the formatting guidelines will result in the paper be returned ungraded until the deficiences in format are corrected.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Anyone caught using another person's writings without supplying the proper credit will receive a zero for that assignment with no chance of making it up and could be flunked for the course at the instructor’s discretion.

5.  There will be five quizzes.  Each quiz counts 4% each. (Total quizzes = 20%)
6.  REGULAR ATTENDANCE OF CLASS IS EXPECTED.  Class participation is taken into account in the determination of your final grade.  There are no preset numerical scores that will determine your final course grade which is determined by the instructor.  Approximate grade scale: A = 89 & up, B = 79 & up, C = 69 & up, D = 59 & up, F = 58 or lower.

7.  The comprehensive final examination given on the last day of class has the same format at the first test, which is 25 true/false questions and two essay questions.  This final examination counts 30% of the overall score.
