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Set 1 

1. Justified True Belief (JTB) is sufficient for knowledge.

2. Knowledge can be false.

3. Descartes had a skeptical view of knowledge.

4. Plato was the first to set forth a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

5. One can attain knowledge through intuition and deductive reasoning.

Vincenzo Carrano


 Set 1 Answers

1. Justified True Belief (JTB) is sufficient for knowledge.

False.  As Edmund Gettier demonstrated, JTB may be necessary, but is not sufficient for knowledge. (Pojman 83)

2. Knowledge can be false.

       False. Actual knowledge must be true, or else it is not knowledge (Pojman 6).

3. Descartes had a skeptical view of knowledge.

       False. Descartes merely used doubt as a way to prove it as impossible 

       (Pojman 100)

4. Plato was the first to set forth a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

True.   Plato was the first to define knowledge through a tripartite analysis, defining knowledge as a true belief with rational justification (Pojman 81).

5. One can attain knowledge through intuition and deductive reasoning.

True.  As Descartes displayed a clear mind can deduce intuitions and translate them into knowledge (Pojman 100).

Set One 

Jason Jacobs

Epistemology

1. True/False: The JTB theory says that if you have justified true belief, then you have knowledge.

Answer. True. The theory itself does say that if you have a justified true belief, then you do have knowledge. Unfortunately this theory is not very strong because it has been proven wrong by Gettier. Pg. 81, What Can We Know? Louis Pojman.

2. True/False: This is Gettier’s counterexample for the JTB theory.

a. S believes that p.

b. p is true. 
c. S’s belief that p is justified.

d. p is entailed by or probabilistically inferred from some proposition q.

e. S is justified in believing q.

f. q is false.

Therefore

g. S doesn’t know that p
Answer: True. Gettier proposed that even though you may have a JTB (Justified True Belief), you still might not have knowledge. If you have knowledge, you have a JTB but if you have JTB; it doesn’t necessarily mean that you have knowledge. Pg 82, What Can We Know? Louis Pojman.

3. True/False: Gettier’s counterexamples for the JTB theory are solid and concrete and are now used for the definition and analysis of knowledge.

Answer. False. Gettier’s counter examples prove to be too strong and too weak. An example of it being too strong is where false belief is present. The book has an example of if you watch your friends get married at a wedding. You believe that they are married because you saw them get married. But unknown to you, they actually got married before the stage wedding and therefore you have a false belief that they were married in front of you when they were not. So you still know that they are married but it is based on a false believe. And it proved to be too weak in the sense that no false believe if present. For example, Henry is driving down the road and sees a red barn and believes that he sees and knows it is a red barn. But unknown to him, someone has but up fake red barns around where no one can tell the difference. Therefore he has a JTB but can be said that he knows he is seeing a red barn. Pg. 84, What Can We Know? Louis Pojman.

4. True/False: Descartes first meditation focuses on using clearing and false beliefs and using doubt to find certainty.

Answer: True. What may seem like a bad way to go about certaining is actually one of the best ways that you could look at knowledge. Because if there is room for doubt, then it might not be knowledge. But if you can find something that cannot be doubted, then you have certainty. And with certainty come truth, and with truth comes knowledge. http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/descartes/meditations/Meditation1.html 

5. True/False: In Descartes second meditation, he claims that since he has thoughts and is constantly having occurring thoughts, then it is certain that he exist. 

Answer. True. He claims that since he is having thoughts about doubting things and trying to discover what is knowledge, then he concludes that you cannot doubt that he exists. Not to mention the occurring thoughts that go on all day, which include whaterver you are thinking right now at this moment.

http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/descartes/meditations/Meditation2.html 

True or False Set 1: Epistemology

Taylor Hamby 2/19/2009

1. Edmund Gettier published his 1963 article, which included his infamous counterexamples, attempting to disprove the Pragmatic Theory of Truth.

2. The tripartite analysis was originated by Plato. 

3. Edmund Gettier proposed a fourth condition for the JTB theory of knowledge to satisfy a more complete analysis of knowledge. This then became known as the quartet solution.

4. According to Descartes, the senses can not always be trusted. 

5. If a principle is false, the belief that rested upon the principle could not be true.

Taylor Hamby 2/19/2009

DO NOT USE AUTOMATIC NUMBER BECAUSE AS YOU CAN SEE THESE ARE NOT NUMBERS 6 THROUGH 10 BUT SUPPOSED TO BE 1 THROUGH 5.

6.  True or False: Edmund Gettier published his 1963 article, which included his infamous counterexamples, attempting to disprove the Pragmatic Theory of Truth.

FALSE. Gettier’s article included counterexamples to the tripartite analysis. [Pojman, Ch. 5, pg 82, para. 3]

7.   True or False: The tripartite analysis was originated by Plato. 

TRUE. “Plato was the first to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge.” [Pojman, Ch 5, pg. 81, para. 4, line 2]

8.  True or False: Edmund Gettier proposed a fourth condition for the JTB theory of knowledge to satisfy a more complete analysis of knowledge. This then became known as the quartet solution.

FALSE. Although Gettier inspired the need for a fourth condition, the quartet solutions discussed in the Pojman readings were not proposed by Gettier. 

            No False Belief- Marshall Swain, Carl Ginet, Alvin Goldman

            Conclusive Reasons Condition- Fred Dretske


Casual Condition- Alvin Goldman, Gilbert Harman


Defeasibility Condition- Leher, Thomas Paxson


[Pojman, Ch. 5, pgs 83-89]

6. True or False: According to Descartes, the senses can not always be trusted. 

TRUE. [Meditation 1, para 3, line 1-4]

7. True or False: If a principle is false, the belief that rested upon the principle could not be true.

TRUE. Without principles, one could not have beliefs. Without true principles, one could not have true beliefs. [See 2/12/2009 lecture/notes]               

Set #1 Epistemology True/False

Garrett Smith

1. According to the JTB theory of knowledge, four conditions must be met sufficiently me, to have knowledge.

2. Rene Descartes takes the position of a skeptic, in “First Meditation,” in order to disprove the skeptic’s approach on knowledge and God.

3. The pragmatic theory of truth states that a belief is true if it is useful or expedient.

4. Through his counter-examples to JTB, Edmund Gettier argues that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong.

5. One solution to the Gettier problem is the addition of the quartet, “knowledge must be non-accidental,” to JTB.

Set #1 Epistemology True/False

Garrett Smith

1. According to the JTB theory of knowledge, four conditions must be met sufficiently me, to have knowledge.

False.  Three conditions must be met, being a Justified True Belief. (lecture notes/Knowledge Handout)

2. Rene Descartes takes the position of a skeptic, in “First Meditation,” in order to disprove the skeptic’s approach on knowledge and God.

True.  Creating a foundation for knowledge while using this approach, Descartes voids the skeptic’s view. (Descartes’ First Meditation)

3. The pragmatic theory of truth states that a belief is true if it is useful or expedient.

True.  This is the definition given in the book.  (“What Can We Know?” pg. 8)

4. Through his counter-examples to JTB, Edmund Gettier argues that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong.

False.  He claims that while it’s not wholly wrong, yet not wholly satisfactory.  (“What Can We Know?” pgs. 82-83)

5. One solution to the Gettier problem is the addition of the quartet, “knowledge must be non-accidental,” to JTB.

True.  This method effectively solves Gettier’s Smith/Jones example, as well as the lottery and Big Ben counter-examples.  (Knowledge Handout)

Booker Drennan

Set #1

T/Th 11:10

1.  According to Plato's tripartite analysis of knowledge, if S believes that p, but p is not true, this is still considered knowledge.

False.  According to Plato, S knows that p "if and only if" all three parts of the tripartite analysis are present including that p is true. (Pojman 81)


2.  The JTB theory is infallible according to all philosophers.

False.  The JTB theory has undergone serious scrutiny and objections from people such as Gettier who used counterexamples to try and disprove the idea. (Lecture notes)

3.  Rene Descartes is considered to be a foundationalist.

True.  Rene Descartes is seen as one of the most important people with this set of beliefs along with Aristotle and Plato as well. (Pojman 99-101)

4.  Descartes idea of existence being undeniable as long as one is thinking was the first time this idea had openly been expressed.

False. This idea had also been expressed as the classic "I think, therefore I am" 400 years earlier by St. Augustine (Lecture notes)

5. One criticism of foundationalism is that because of it's intense demand for only infallible knowledge that it yields only small amounts of knowledge.

True. According to Pojman this is a major critique of foundationalism because it leads us to be skeptical of almost all possible knowledge except that which is absolutely unable to be disproven. (Pojman 107)

Set 1 True/False Philosophy 165 Epistemology

Joseph Osborne

Feb 17th, 2009

1.
Is suddenly remembering that today is your birthday an occurrent belief?

2.
The three parts to the tripartite analysis of knowledge are


(i)   S believes that p 

            (ii)  p is believed to be true by S

            (iii) S’s belief that p is justified

3.
Using the argument from illusion you can doubt whether or not you are reading this question right now?

4.
Plato challenges the accepted principal that the senses are always right with his statement involving the attainment of the most certain opinions through the senses.

5.         Plato writes his meditations through the point of view of some ominous meditator.

Set 1 True/False Philosophy 165 Epistemology

Joseph Osborne

Feb 17th, 2009

1.
Is suddenly remembering that today is your birthday an occurrent belief?


False: suddenly remembering that today is your birthday is actually a dispositional belief. You subconsciously knew that your birthday was today all year, whether or not you recognized it in the days prior. An occurent belief is, “…one that you are conscious of at that moment.” (Pojman 13). A dispositional belief is, “…one that I would become conscious of under certain conditions.” (Pojman 13)

2.
The three parts to the tripartite analysis of knowledge are


(i)   S believes that p 

            (ii)  p is believed to be true by S

            (iii) S’s belief that p is justified


False: part (ii) should be that p is true

3.
Using the argument from illusion you can doubt whether or not you are reading this question right now?


False: In order to use the argument of illusion to doubt this statement, you would need to add another clause stating that you are reading the question from a far distance perhaps. Otherwise you cannot doubt that the paper is in front of you and that you are reading it. You would need the argument of dreaming to doubt this statement. See 1st meditation paragraph 4.

4.
Plato challenges the accepted principal that the senses are always right with his statement involving the attainment of the most certain opinions through the senses.


False: Plato challenges the principal that the senses are always right with his statement that the senses have sometimes misled us. See 1st Meditation paragraph 3.

5.         Plato writes his meditations through the point of view of some ominous meditator.


True: The meditations are meant for the reader to be actively meditating as Plato writes and mull over all of the information that he is giving us. The “I” that is used refers to the reader of the text.

Caitlyn Mayer




SET 1

Questions:

1. In Gettier's counter-example to the tripartite analysis shows that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong.

2. You can have JTB, even if one precipice is false.

3. Rene Descartes argues that we have infallible knowledge of our psychological states.

4. Descartes' foundational notion of properly basic belief is that a belief is basic as long as the individual has JTB in it.

5. Descartes' first meditation is a skeptics view of knowledge as a whole.

Caitlyn Mayer




SET 1

Answers:

1. In Gettier's counter-example to the tripartite analysis shows that the          tripartite analysis is wholly wrong. 

Answer: False, Gettier is not arguing that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong. (pg 83)

2. You can have JTB, even if one precipice is false.

Answer: False, If one precipice is false then you do not have sufficient condition for the proposition for the truth. (Analysis 23 ( 1963): 121-123.)
3. Rene Descartes argues that we have infallible knowledge of our psychological states. 

Answer: True, If you feel pain then you physically feel pain and so that means u have knowledge of our psychological state. (Feel Pain theory)

4. Descartes' foundational notion of properly basic belief is that a belief is basic as long as the individual has JTB in it. 

Answer: False, Descartes' foundational notion of properly basic belief is firm foundation and a superstructure of support beams firmly anchored to the foundation. A system of justified beliefs might follow these patterns, but not always. (http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/descartes-epistemology/#2.1)

5. Descartes' first meditation is a skeptics view of knowledge as a whole. 

Answer: True, Descartes’ first meditation is his own view of his past beliefs and is questioning if they are right or wrong. (First Meditation)

Set 1

Maryam Shahin

02/17/2009

Philosophy 165

1. Plato was the first to roughly suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge in which, S knows that p if and only if:

S believes that p.

p is true.

S’s belief that p is justified.

2. Gettier utilizes counterexamples to completely invalidate the tripartite analysis deeming the tripartite analysis as wholly wrong.

3. In order to meet Gettier-type counterexamples, the tripartite analysis was unaccepted and replaced with four new conditions in the analysis of knowledge known as the quartet solutions. 

4. One of the quartet solutions, called the no false-belief condition, succeeds in salvaging the tripartite analysis.

5. According to Descartes the only method that guaranteed knowledge is fallible induction.

Set 1    Maryam Shahin     02/17/2009   Philosophy 165

1. Plato was the first to roughly suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge in which, S knows that p if and only if:

S believes that p.

p is true.

S’s belief that p is justified.

Answer: True. Plato was the first to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge, defining it as true belief with a rational explanation or justification (Greek logos). Citations can be located in C. I. Lewis, Roderick Chisholm, and A. J. Ayer with similar definitions (Pojman 81).

2. Gettier utilizes counterexamples to completely invalidate the tripartite analysis deeming the tripartite analysis as wholly wrong.

Answer: False. Gettier is not arguing that the tripartite analysis is wholly wrong. The thrust of his counterexamples is simply that the tripartite analysis, which perhaps necessary, is not sufficient for knowledge (Pojman 83).

3. In order to meet Gettier-type counterexamples, the tripartite analysis was unaccepted and replaced with four new conditions in the analysis of knowledge known as the quartet solutions. 

Answer: False. The quartet solutions are attempts to meet the Gettier-type example in accepting the tripartite analysis as part of the full account of knowledge but include a necessary fourth condition. Together the four conditions would provide the complete analysis of knowledge, containing both its necessary and sufficient conditions (Pojman 83).

4. One of the quartet solutions, called the no false-belief condition, succeeds in salvaging the tripartite analysis.

Answer: False. Early on it was thought that the Gettier counterexamples could be defeated by simply stipulating that the belief that p must not be caused by or based on a false believe. However, this attempt at a solution was soon discovered to be both too strong and too weak therefore not successful in saving the tripartite analysis (Pojman 83).

5. According to Descartes the only method that guaranteed knowledge is fallible induction.

Answer: False. According to Descartes only two methods guarantee arriving at knowledge: intuition and deductive reasoning. Intuition provided the only non inferential, infallible beliefs possible, whereas deductive reason served to transmit knowledge from the intuitions to the derived entailments of our intuitions (Pojman 100)

Jonah Atkins

Epistemology True/False Set #1

1. According to the Tripartite Theory knowledge can only be a justified belief that is true.

2. Gettier argues that in the Tripartite Theory not all three conditions are necessary and only truth need be sufficient for knowledge.


3. False beliefs can become knowledge if justified.

4. According to Descartes any doubt in a belief is reason enough to reject the belief as knowledge.

5. Descartes believed that our intuition deceives us into accepting fallible beliefs as knowledge.

Jonah Atkins

Epistemology True/False Set #1

1. According to the Tripartite Theory knowledge can only be a justified belief that is true.

(True, "These three conditions constitute the necessary and sufficient conditions of the standard account of knowledge.")

2. Gettier argues that in the Tripartite Theory not all three conditions are necessary and only truth need be sufficient for knowledge.

(False, "Gettier argues that ... the tripartite analysis, while perhaps necessary, is not sufficient for knowledge.")

3. False beliefs can become knowledge if justified.

(False, A false belief can never be knowledge.)

4. According to Descartes any doubt in a belief is reason enough to reject the belief as knowledge.

(True, "it will be sufficient to justify the rejection of the whole if I shall find in each some ground for doubt.")

5. Descartes believed that our intuition deceives us into accepting fallible beliefs as knowledge.

(False,  Descartes's claimed we could have infallible knowledge of certain metaphysical truths.  "I may know with certainty that I seem to see a tree in front of me.")

Set #1

Michael Stebbins

19.2.2009

1. Aristotle is responsible for the original tripartite analysis of knowledge.

2. The relation ship a belief has with the principle on which it rests is such that if the belief were false the principle would also be false.

3. Descartes believed that being deceived by the senses only once was not sufficient to doubt them.

4. The Gettier Problem demonstrated that the JTB theory of knowledge lacked sufficient condition to prove the proposition: S knows that P.

5. Before Gettier most contemporary epistemologist had, for the most part, accepted the JTB theory of knowledge as correct. 

Set #1

Michael Stebbins

19.2.2009

[DON’T USE “pg.” as abbreviation for page. Use p. 17 instead.]

1. Aristotle is responsible for the original tripartite analysis of knowledge.

F- Plato is responsible for the tripartite account of knowledge. What can we know? Pg. 81

2. The relationship a belief has with the principle on which it rests is such that if the belief were false the principle would also be false.

F- If the principle were false the belief would be false. Lecture

3. Descartes believed that being deceived by the senses only once was not sufficient to doubt them.

F- Being deceived once is sufficient for doubt. First Meditation, paragraph 3

4. The Gettier Problem demonstrated that the JTB theory of knowledge lacked sufficient condition to prove the proposition: S knows that P.
T- Is Justified True Belief Knowledge? pg. 1

5. Before Gettier most contemporary epistemologist had, for the most part, accepted the JTB theory of knowledge as correct. 

T- The Gettier Problem pg. 1

Chase E. Smith Set One

David Ring.

Epistemology 

1. In Descartes’ First meditation, he claims that all information gained a posteriori is completely reliable 100% of the time.

2.  Before Gettier, it was assumed that JTB was all that was needed to have knowledge.

3.  Descarte Claims that many of the opinions that he has had since he was young are still true.

4.  I order to have JTB one must:


P is true



S believes that P is true, and



S is justified in believing that P

5.  
Something is determined to be a priori if it is true.

Chase E. Smith Set One

David Ring.

Epistemology 

1. In Descartes’ First meditation, he claims that all information gained a posteriori is completely reliable 100% of the time.

 
A: False. “All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses. I observed, however, that these sometimes misled us; and it is the part of prudence not to place absolute confidence in that by which we have even once been deceived” (Descartes’ First meditation, quia 9).  While it is possible that our senses can sometimes be true, it is far from certainty.  

2.  Before Gettier, it was assumed that JTB was all that was needed to have knowledge.


A: True.  “ Before 1963 the concept of knowledge was either left unanalyzed or defined more or less as true, justified belief” (81, What Can We Know)

3.  Descartes claims that many of the opinions that he has had since he was young are still true.


A: False. “SEVERAL years have now elapsed since I first became aware that I had accepted, even from my youth, many false opinions for true” (Descartes’ First meditation, quia 9)

4.  I order to have JTB one must:


P is true



S believes that P is true, and



S is justified in believing that P


A: True. JTP is listed as such at  http://www.ditext.com/gettier/gettier.html, or quia (7) 

5.  Something is determined to be a priori if it is true.


A:  False, “An a priori argument, then, is taken to reason deductively from abstract general premises” (http://www.philosophypages.com/dy/a5.htm#a-pr).  In other words, an argument  is a priori when it’s truth can be determined logically, and not through sensory stimulus.  

Andrew P. Ortolani 

Epistemology 

T/F Questions Set #1

T/F:

1. Gettier’s example shows that the JTB account of knowledge is correct.

2. According to Renee Des Cartes the senses are never to be doubted.  

3. It is possible for a person to have justified belief in a proposition that is in fact false. 

4. In his first meditation Renee Des Cartes aims to defeat the principle that the senses are always correct. 

5. Renee Des Cartes argues that all beliefs based on false opinion must be false without exception.  

Andrew P. Ortolani    T/F Questions Set #1

1. Gettier’s example shows that the JTB account of knowledge is correct.

A. False. “Gettier's paper used counterexamples to argue that there are cases of beliefs which are both true and justified--therefore satisfying all three conditions for knowledge on the JTB account--but which do not appear to be genuine cases of knowledge. Getter, therefore, argued that his counterexamples show that the JTB account of knowledge is false--and thus, that a different conceptual analysis is needed to correctly track what we mean by knowledge.” Q: 8, P: 8 [p. 8]

2. According to Rene Descartes the senses are never to be doubted.  

A. False. “All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses. I observed, however, that these sometimes misled us; and it is the part of prudence not to place absolute confidence in that by which we have even once been deceived.” Q: 9, P: 3

3. It is possible for a person to have justified belief in a proposition that is in fact false. 

A. True. “I shall begin by noting two points. First, in that sense of 'justified' in which S's being justified in believing P is a necessary condition of S's knowing that P, it is possible for a person to be justified in believing a proposition that is in fact false.” Q: 7, P: 3 – In his first example Gettier explains that Smith has a justified belief in the fact that Jones will get a job. This is because the job is going to the man with 10 coins in his pocket and Jones has ten coins. However Smith is wrong because unknown to him he also has ten coins and he gets the job instead of Jones. 

4. In his first meditation Renee Descartes aims to defeat the principle that the senses are always correct. 

A. True. Descartes establishes three arguments, which he uses to defeat the principle that the senses are always correct. The argument from dreaming, the argument from illusion and the evil genius argument all provide us with sufficient doubt in the senses. “It is for this reason I am persuaded that I shall not be doing wrong, if, taking an opposite judgment of deliberate design, I become my own deceiver, by supposing, for a time, that all those opinions are entirely false and imaginary, until at length, having thus balanced my old by my new prejudices, my judgment shall no longer be turned aside by perverted usage from the path that may conduct to the perception of truth.” Q: 9, P: 11, L: 4

5. Renee Descartes argues that all beliefs based on false opinion must be false without exception.  

“Several years have now elapsed since I first became aware that I had accepted, even from my youth, many false opinions for true, and that consequently what I afterward based on such principles was highly doubtful;” Q: 9, P: 1

Riley Peters

2/18/09

Set 1

1. Descartes stated in his First Meditation that he intends to prove that all of his former beliefs false.

2. Gettier argues that the JTB theory is wrong.

3. Descartes is a Foundationalist.

4. Descartes argues that the senses are reliable.

5. Descartes seeks to disprove the principles his beliefs rest on.

Riley Peters

2/18/09

1. Descartes stated in his First Meditation that he intends to prove that all of his former beliefs false.

False. (First Meditation, 2) Descartes states that he cannot prove all of his beliefs false, but seeks to withhold belief if there are some grounds for doubt.

2. Gettier argues that the JTB theory is wrong.

False. (What is Knowledge?, 72) Gettier does not argue that the theory of Justified True Belief is wrong, merely that it is insufficient for knowledge.

3. Descartes is a Foundationalist.

True. (First Meditation, 2) Descartes is in his meditation, trying to build a foundation of knowledge that cannot be torn down.

4. Descartes argues that the senses are reliable.

False. (First Meditation, 3) Descartes states that the senses sometimes deceive us.

5. Descartes seeks to disprove the principles his beliefs rest on.

True. (First Meditation, 2) If he attempted to disprove each belief individually, he would never be finished. So, instead, he attempts to disprove the principles the rest on.

Zeila Ross Joanne Edrial

Epistemology

2/17/09

Set 1 T/F Questions

1. The no false-belief condition succeeds in proving the true, justified belief theory.

2. Goldman suggests that the justification of a belief depends on the way it was caused.

3. Many epistemologists believe that the Gettier problem has no solution.

4. Classical foundationalism has strong support for its claims.

5. The externalist foundationalist argues that it’s not necessary that the person for whom 
a belief is basic be able to know that the basic belief is justified.

Zeila Ross Joanne Edrial

Epistemology

2/17/09

Set 1 T/F Answers

1. The no false-belief condition succeeds in proving the true, justified belief theory.


A: False, the condition was shown to be weak, such as in the example of Henry 
mistaking fake red barns for real ones. Despite having a justified true belief, he 
can’t be said to know he is seeing a red barn. However, his failure to know is not 
connected to any false proposition on which his belief is based. P. 84

2. Goldman suggests that the justification of a belief depends on the way it was caused.


A: True. He believes that if S knows that p, then S’s belief that p must be caused 
by the state of affairs corresponding to p. In other words, for someone to know 
something there must be proper casual connections between the evidence and the 
belief. P. 86

3. Many epistemologists believe that the Gettier problem has no solution.


A: True. They believe that it has no solution because the wrong model is being 
used. P. 91

4. Classical foundationalism has strong support for its claims.


A: False. Classical foundationalism doesn’t even include empirical beliefs and 
therefore fails to afford infallible knowledge of the external world. P. 105

5. The externalist foundationalist argues that it’s not necessary that the person for whom 
a belief is basic be able to know that the basic belief is justified.


A: True. The foundationalist says that as long as the belief is caused in the right 
way, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is aware of the belief, let alone can 
explain how it serves as a basic belief.

True False Questions

Set 1

J.R. Vidales

1. Descartes Believes knowledge come from the mind.

2. Descartes says maybe only true beliefs come from internal senses.

3. If JTB is true we really wont know the nature of knowledge until we also have a theory of justification.

4. There are two related notions of immediate and infallible knowledge?: self esteem and self indulgence.

5. A non basic justified belief is one that is inferentially based on one or more properly basic beliefs.

True False Questions

Set 1

J.R. Vidales

1. Descartes Believes knowledge come from the mind?


True
2. Descartes says maybe only true beliefs come from internal senses?


False: comes from intellect, or clear and distinct ideas

3. If JTB is true we really wont know the nature of knowledge until we also have a theory of justification?


True

4. There are two related notions of immediate and infallible knowledge?: self esteem and self indulgence?


False: Self evidence & incorrigibility 

5. A non basic justified belief is one that is inferentially based on one or more properly basic beliefs?


True

Chris Herrick

02/17/09

Epistemology

Set #1 T/F

[DO NOT ASK QUESTIONS.  MAKE STATEMENTS THAT ARE TRUE OR FALSE]

1. Are JTB’s infallible?
2. Was Descartes a foundationalist?

3. Is there a solution to the Gettier Problem?

4. Do foundationalists purport that all beliefs are considered to be basic beliefs?

5. According to Descartes, are intuition and deductive reasoning the only two methods that guarantee the arrival at knowledge?

Chris Herrick

02/17/09

Epistemology

Set #1 T/F

1. Are JTB’s infallible?
The Gettier Problem effectively demonstrates that even if the end result of a JTB is the same, as long as the pretense used to arrive at that belief is wrong, the belief can no longer be justified and is therefore invalid. False.  (p. 80-96)
2. Was Descartes a foundationalist?

Descartes believed that we have inherent knowledge about so-called infallible metaphysical truths, intuition, and deductive reasoning. True.  (p. 100)

3. Is there a solution to the Gettier Problem?

Due to the Gettier Problem, four conditions have been created to supplement the original tripartite analysis, called the Quartet Solutions. True.  (p. 83)

4. Do foundationalists purport that all beliefs are considered to be basic beliefs?

Foundationalists believe that all beliefs can be divided into two kinds: basic beliefs and inferred beliefs.  The inferred beliefs are beliefs that are derived from and rest upon basic beliefs, which are considered to be inherent. False. (p. 102)

5. According to Descartes, are intuition and deductive reasoning the only two methods that guarantee the arrival at knowledge?

Descartes purported that intuition, the natural light of reason, provided the only noninferential, infallible beliefs possible, whereas deductive reason served to transmit knowledge from the intuitions to the derived entailments of our intuitions. True. (p. 101)

Chelsea Tieu

February 19, 2009

Philosophy 165

True/False Set 1

1. If you believe you see an apple, this knowledge is a priori. 

2. Knowledge must be non-accidental and is not a result of luck and guessing.

3. The three skeptical arguments, argument from illusion, argument from dreaming, and the evil genius argument, all permit doubt of both a posteriori and a priori claims.

4. If a belief meets all three conditions of the JTB theory, then it can be considered knowledge.

5. According to Descartes, skeptics that claim, “knowledge is impossible” are correct because we can never be absolutely sure of anything. 

Chelsea Tieu

February 19, 2009

Philosophy 165

True/False Set 1

1. If you believe you see an apple, this knowledge is a priori. 

False. Knowledge that is a priori does not depend on sensory experience. When recognizing and identifying, in this case an apple, one must draw from experience thus making the knowledge a posteriori. Pojman 18

2. Knowledge must be non-accidental and is not a result of luck and guessing.

True. As in the Lottery and Big Ben counter-examples to the JTB theory, whether the outcome of your beliefs are correct or incorrect, they are still not considered knowledge. Knowledge handout

3. The three skeptical arguments, argument from illusion, argument from dreaming, and the evil genius argument, all permit doubt of both a posteriori and a priori claims.

False. Illusion and dreaming arguments permit doubt of only a posteriori claims whereas evil genius arguments permit doubt of both a posteriori and a priori claims. Lecture

4. If a belief meets all three conditions of the JTB theory, then it can be considered knowledge.

False. Edmund Gettier’s Smith-Jones counter example provides evidence against the JTB theory. In the example Smith has justified true belief but does not have knowledge making his assertion that Jones will get the job incorrect. Pojman 82

5. According to Descartes, skeptics that claim, “knowledge is impossible” are correct because we can never be absolutely sure of anything. 

False. Descartes argues that even if one doubted everything, one could still be sure of existence, for one must exist in order to doubt. Pojman 41

Set #1 Epistemology True/False

Chase C. Smith

2/17/09

1) Plato was the first philosopher to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

2) Gettier’s essay (an analysis of knowledge) featured three counterexamples to the tripartite analysis.

3) The Pragmatic theory of truth states that a belief can be true if it is useful or expedient.

4) According to the tripartite analysis of knowledge, S has justified true belief if S believes p and p is true.

5) Foundationalists (such as Plato) believed that there are no innate ideas that we are born with.

Set #1 Epistemology True/False

Chase C. Smith
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1) Plato was the first philosopher to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

True: He defined it as “true belief with a rational explanation or justification.” (Pojman 81)

2) Gettier’s essay (an analysis of knowledge) featured three counterexamples to the tripartite analysis.

False: He used only two counterexamples; they suggest that “p is entailed by or probabilistically inferred from some proposition q” be added to the tripartite analysis. (Pojman 82)

3) The Pragmatic theory of truth states that a belief can be true if it is useful or expedient.

True: According to this theory, truth can seem synonymous with practical success. (Pojman 8)

4) According to the tripartite analysis of knowledge, S has justified true belief if S believes p and p is true.

True: S does have JTB, although other theories contest this belief. (Pojman 81)

5) Foundationalists (such as Plato) believed that there are no innate ideas that we are born with.

False: Plato believed that we are “born with Innate Ideas of equality, redness, triangularity, goodness, justice, and so forth.” (Pojman 99)
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SET #1 – Epistemology (Phil. 165) True/False 

David Ring

Questions:

1. A justified true belief counts as knowledge if and only if it is also the case that there is further truth. [“Gettier Problem” p. 3]

2. The third part of justified true belief is “S's belief that p is justified.” [“What Can We Know” p. 82]

3. Having the inductive evidence that 999 out of 1,000 chances of being right does not constitute as knowledge. [“What Can We Know” p. 94]

4. Descartes states that one can place absolute confidence on the senses (either from or through the senses) because it does not mislead. [“Meditation 1” p. 1]

5. Descartes states that the end that he seeks is that knowledge is to be sought over action. [“Meditation 1” p. 4]
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SET #1 – Epistemology (Phil. 165) True/False 

David Ring

Questions:

1. A justified true belief counts as knowledge if and only if it is also the case that there is further truth. [“Gettier Problem” p. 3]


False, a justified true belief counts as knowledge if and only if it is also the case that there is no further truth

2. The third part of justified true belief is “S's belief that p is justified.” [“What Can We Know” p. 82]


True, the third part of justified true belief is “S's belief that p is justified.”

3. Having the inductive evidence that 999 out of 1,000 chances of being right does not constitute as knowledge. [“What Can We Know” p. 94]


True, having the inductive evidence – whatever amount it is, even if you have more than a 50% chance of being right does not constitute as knowledge 

4. Descartes states that one can place absolute confidence on the senses (either from or through the senses) because it does not mislead. [“Meditation 1” p. 1]


False, the senses have mislead sometimes.

5. Descartes states that the end that he seeks is that knowledge is to be sought over action. [“Meditation 1” p. 4]


True, Descartes does state that the end sought is knowledge instead of action.

Set #1 Epistemology Spring 2009 True/False

Easton Snow

1. Descartes’ method of doubt is a process in which Descartes is using doubt in order to attack a belief in order to disprove the reliance of that belief upon principles.

2. Gettier’s counter-example for Justified True Belief provides an instance in which there can be JTB without fulfilling the adequate justification requirement for knowledge.

3. Descartes states that his senses are his only reliable source for truth and certainty even though they have been misleading in the past.

4. Descartes argues that perception in dreams and reality is so clear and similar that knowledge cannot be ascertained through perception alone.

5. The Gettier counter-example shows that knowledge can be accidental. When someone knows something it does not have to be guaranteed or related to the information in any manner to count as knowledge.

Set #1 Epistemology Spring 2009 True/False

Easton Snow

1. Descartes’ method of doubt is a process in which Descartes is using doubt in order to attack a belief in order to disprove the reliance of that belief upon principles.

False. Descartes believes that disproving his beliefs would be an endless undertaking and instead attacks the principles on which his beliefs rest because they are the foundation (Meditation 1, #2).

2. Gettier’s counter-example for Justified True Belief provides an instance in which there can be JTB without fulfilling the adequate justification requirement for knowledge.

True. Gettier’s counter-example is not a satisfactory account of knowledge since the three conditions of JTB are satisfied (JTB Handout, #6).

3. Descartes states that his senses are his only reliable source for truth and certainty even though they have been misleading in the past.

False. “…it is the part of prudence not to place absolute in that by which we have even once been deceived” (Meditation 1, #3).

4. Descartes argues that perception in dreams and reality is so clear and similar that knowledge cannot be ascertained through perception alone.

True. “At the present moment, however, I certainly look upon this paper with eyes wide awake; the head which I now move is not asleep; I extend this hand consciously and with express purpose, and I perceive it; the occurrences in sleep are not so distinct as all this. But I cannot forget that, at other times I have been deceived in sleep by similar illusions; and, attentively considering those cases, I perceive so clearly that there exist no certain marks by which the state of waking can ever be distinguished from sleep” (Meditation 1, #5).

5. The Gettier counter-example shows that knowledge can be accidental. When someone knows something it does not have to be guaranteed or related to the information in any manner to count as knowledge.

False. The Gettier counter-example shows that we require knowledge to be non-accidental. When someone knows something it must be in some way guaranteed that his or her mind is related to the information believed in an appropriate manner to count as knowledge (Knowledge Handout, Bottom).

Danh Phan

Set 1: Philosophy 165

1. True of false, is knowing a special kind of correct believing?

2. According to Descartes, there are more than two methods of guaranteeing knowledge.

3. Through Gettier’s counterexamples, he is stating that the tripartite analysis is

    completely wrong.

4. Propositional Knowledge can be true and false at the same time.

5. Rationalists hold that all knowledge originates through sense perception.

Danh Phan

Set 1: Philosophy 165

1. True of false, is knowing a special kind of correct believing?

    False, “Plato and Descartes held that knowledge was different from believing… belief

    was a kind of uncertainty…Whereas knowledge implied absolute certainty, belief only

    implied high probability. (Pojman, 12)

2. According to Descartes, there are more than two methods of guaranteeing knowledge.

    False, according to Descartes, there are only two methods of guaranteeing knowledge, 

    by intuition and deductive reasoning. Intuition is the “undoubting conception of an  

    unclouded and attentive mind, and springs from the light of reason alone, it is more

    certain than deduction itself, in that it is simpler” while deductive reasoning “serves to

    transmit knowledge from intuitions to the derived entailments of our intuitions.”

   (Pojman, 101-102)

3. Through Gettier’s counterexamples, he is stating that the tripartite analysis is

    completely wrong.

    False, though Gettier’s counterexamples contradicts the tripartite analysis, he doesn’t

    that that it is completely wrong, just that “while perhaps necessary, [it] is not sufficient

    for knowledge.

4. Propositional Knowledge can be true and false at the same time.

    False, “propositions have truth value; that is, they are true or false.” I.E. “I know that

    the sun will rise tomorrow.” (Pojman, 2)

5. Rationalists hold that all knowledge originates through sense perception.

    False, Rationalists believe that knowledge is sufficient to discover truth whereas

    Empiricists believe that all knowledge originates through sense perception. 

Philosophy 165: epistemology
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Set #1

1. The senses are always accurate under all possible circumstance.

2. Decartes’s first meditations opponents are skeptics.

3. The method of doubt allows Decarte to believe that something is possible.

4. After the argument from illusion Descartes thinks that your senses lead to truth and certainty.

5. The “I” in first meditations stands for other philosophers.

Philosophy 165: epistemology

Chelsea Serrano

2/17/09

Set #1

1. The senses are always accurate under all possible circumstance.

False, his conclusion states that you should not put absolute confidence in the senses (Q: 9, paragraph 3)

2. Descartes’ first meditations opponents are skeptics.

True, his whole meditation is written against the skeptic and is shown throughout the whole essay (Q: 9, paragraph 1)

3. The method of doubt allows Descarte to believe that something is possible.

True, the method of doubt let there be something true yet it could still be false so it makes it possible (Q: 9, paragraph 2)

4. After the argument from illusion Descartes thinks that your senses lead to truth and certainty.

False, your senses are not always what they seem they are (Q: 9, paragraph 8)

5. The “I” in first meditations stands for other philosophers.

False, it stands for the mediator (Q: 9, paragraph 1)  

Don Le

Epistemology

Philosophy 165 

T.Th -  11:10

Set #1 True/False

1.  JTB is always sufficient for knowledge.


2.  When one claims to have knowledge they are assumed to possess the truth.

3.  The three kinds of knowledge studied in epistemology are Knowledge by Acquaintance, Competence/Skill Knowledge, and Propositional Knowledge.  According to the text “What We Know?”  Louis Pojman states that epistemology is highly focused on knowledge by acquaintance. 

4.  I know how to ride a bike.  I know how to drive a automatic car.  I know how to do basic algebra.  These are examples of competence knowledge also known as skill knowledge.

5.  Only two out of three conditions of JTB must be jointly sufficient in order to obtain knowledge.
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Set #1 True/False

Questions/Answers


1.  JTB is always sufficient for knowledge.


False.  Edmund Gettier provides counter-examples to back his claim that JTB is not always sufficient for knowledge.  [Q] Ch. 7,8 (Knowledge Handout)



2.  When one claims to have knowledge they are assumed to possess the truth.



True.  Knowledge is defined as the truth, so if someone has knowledge they are claiming that they also possess the truth.  [Q] Ch. 6 (Knowledge Handout)


3.  The three kinds of knowledge studied in epistemology are Knowledge by Acquaintance, 
Competence/Skill Knowledge, and Propositional Knowledge.  According to the text “What We 
Know?”  Louis Pojman states that epistemology is highly focused on knowledge by acquaintance. 
 

False.  Pojman states in the text, “What We Know?” that “Epistemology is primarily interested in propositional knowledge, and it is the kind of knowledge we shall mainly be examining in the following chapters.”  [P] Ch. 1



4.  I know how to ride a bike.  I know how to drive a automatic car.  I know how to do basic algebra.  These are examples of competence knowledge also known as skill knowledge.



True.  Competence Knowledge is defined as a skill knowledge that involves an ability to perform a skill whether its consciously or unconsciously according to Pojman in the “What We 
Know?” textbook.  [P] Ch. 1



5.  Only two out of three conditions of JTB must be jointly sufficient in order to obtain 
knowledge.



False.  As stated in the knowledge handout, all three conditions must be held to be necessary for having knowledge and all three together has to be jointly sufficient for knowledge.  And also 
Gettier has provided that even with all three conditions jointly sufficient one can still not obtain knowledge.   Knowledge is required to be non-accidental and when someone knows something it must be in some way guaranteed that one's mind is related to the information believed in an appropriate manner to count as knowledge.  [Q] 7, 8 (Knowledge Handout)
