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TOPIC & FORMAT FOR THE PHILOSOPHY PAPER
Phil. A165: Epistemology                                                                         Dr. David C. Ring

Orange Coast College                      
TOPIC OF THE PAPER:  Write a minimum of four and a maximum of five pages for your paper on Nikola Grahek’s views as presented in his book, Feeling Pain and Being in Pain and explain how his views impact on the incorrigibility thesis that there are particular mental states about which one can never be corrected or mistaken.

General Comments: You must type the paper developing a philosophical theme.  Do not write longer than four pages, although this page limit does not include the title page or the bibliography page or any endnotes.
        You should only try to argue for a limited number of central themes, but develop support for them in detail.  Elaborate on whatever points that you make and explain how what you say supports your claims.  
          It is always a good idea to give an example with an analysis showing how the example is supposed to work.  Try to be persuasive.  Assume that the reader will be disagreeing with you and that you need to convince him or her that what you are saying is true and reasonable at every point.  
           Use good transitions between points and tell the reader why you are discussing what you do at each point.  The possessive case, as in Descartes' argument does not include two s’s using the American conventions of punctuation.  

         Please never use “we,” “you,” “our,” or “us” when writing the paper because the reference is unclear.
        Most importantly, NEVER plagiarize anyone else's writing.  All referenced sentences, as well as their significant paraphrases or rephrasings, must be specifically credited to their original source immediately.  Use quotation marks or the block quotation format.  Anyone caught plagiarizing any part of a submitted writing for course credit could be flunked not only on the paper, but for the entire course.  Merely citing the original source in the bibliography will not avoid the charge of plagiarism.  Anyone directly copying, or even just paraphrasing, from an uncredited source commits an act of plagiarism.
1.  The paper must be typed in 12 point size DARK (but not bold or italics) type and double-spaced with at least one inch margins on exclusively new white paper with nothing on the back of each page.  This font you are reading is a 12 point one on new white paper.  Use a normal looking font type.

2.  DON’T TALK ABOUT YOURSELF IN THE PAPER IN ANY WAY.  Basically never make any statements that are autobiographical in nature in an academic paper assigned to a particular topic.  If you are assigned to write on Descartes’s method of doubt ONLY write on that topic.  Never include any comments about how YOU found the reading to be easy or hard to understand, or confusing or ANYTHING.  No one wants to hear anything about how you feel or how you were affected by the material.  This is not a paper on you in any way but only on the topic you were asked to write about.  Everything else is off the topic and will be noted accordingly.

3.  YOUR OPENING SENTENCE:  Do not start with a quotation.  Do not start with how you found the subject matter affecting you in any way.  Do not repeat the same sentence structure in the first three sentences like I just did in this paragraph.  When you repeat the same style, as you can see, it is boring and deadening and sets the wrong, repetitive, non-creative tone.  Be sure to vary your sentence structures and keep an eye out for it as well.  When you find that you are repeating your structures, you can still make the same claim, but try to change the syntax of the word order and/or the verb tenses.  Qualify the remark with an opening clause, for instance.  Your opening sentence usually will be straight to the point and state the main theme of your paper so that the reader knows what the paper will be about.

4.  Use paragraphs that look like they have been indented five spaces--no more, no less.  Students have a tendency not to divide their thoughts up into enough paragraphs.  Remember that every time one introduces a new subject matter that does not immediately contribute to the subject of that paragraph that one must then start a new paragraph.  Do NOT use right justification for the right margin, but use ragged right so that all lines at the end do not line up together.  Put one space after every sentence’s punctuation ending mark (period or question mark).  It is permissible to put two spaces after a period at the end of sentences.
5.  THIS IS CRUCIAL: At the opening of the paper there must be an INTRODUCTION.  This section will state the main theme of the paper.  It also MUST contain a description of the structure of the paper (i.e., "in the third part of the paper I argue thus and so") and briefly characterize how you will be establishing your points.  DO NOT JUST SAY "I WILL LOOK AT THIS PHILOSOPHER'S ARGUMENTS."  Be quite specific and state which arguments your paper will discuss and WHY you will be discussing them.  This section probably should not be longer than one or two paragraphs.  Do NOT refer in this introduction to your own paragraphs by saying “In paragraph one I do so and so and then in paragraph two . . . “  Instead say “I explain/discuss/argue for this, then that, etc.”. 
               When writing this introduction state/describe the contents and structure of YOUR own paper, (and do not merely state what Descartes writes about).  Do NOT use the word “will” in your introduction’s sentences.  Instead put it in the positive voice of what you are going to DO.  Instead of saying “I will explain that P” say “I explain that P.”  
               Do NOT start the paper off with general observations about people’s interests in the subject matter, etc.  Do NOT start with any biography about Descartes or his historical context.

      Start with the main theme/thesis of your paper and stick ONLY to that topic.  Since your paper is on the method of doubt, do not, for example, discuss any proofs for God’s existence given by Descartes.  After you finish your introduction, skip between it and the body of your paper.  I would suggest using five centered asterisks with only one blank line both before and after the centered asterisks, like this:


     
*  *  *  *  *

6.  ESSENTIAL INFORMATION ABOUT QUOTATIONS as they are to be used in an academic paper for college level submissions.  You can NEVER  use a quotation to do the talking or explaining for you.  It is your paper that makes all the important and relevant and significant points.  No quotation should be used as an explanation unto itself.  Therefore, before or after (or both) every quotation you need to explain what the quotation shows or supports or what it claims if you are interpreting a central text.  Also, do not quote too much.  Any quotation should not be more than one or two sentences at most before you explain what it is saying.
7.  ALL quoted material must be referenced.  The references must include: reference to bibliography entry and, most importantly, the page number from which the quotation was taken.  If citing only ONE page number the format is: p. 17 or even delete the "p." and just cite the number.  If citing more than one page number the format is: pp. 40-41.  Make sure that there is a space after the p. (It is wrong if it is:  p.17;  this one is correct: p. 17)  If the quotation is more than a couple of lines long, you should use a block quotation format:  single space and indent 5 spaces on both sides and do NOT use quotation marks around the quote.  

This is an example of what a block quotation looks like.  Notice it is single spaced and evenly indented five spaces with no initial paragraph indent and no quotation marks located around it.  The reference citation at the end might look like those at the end of this quotation or you may use a superscripted footnote number.3  Be sure to put a comma between the reference citation and the page number.  (Sober, p. 42) or (Sober, 42)

      If you use this way to cite your source and the page number be sure to put the period to the left of the parentheses at the end of your sentence.  Here is an example of an INCORRECT way to do it  (Sober, p. 42).   Notice that the word “it” does not have a period to its immediate right (but it should) and the period to the right of the right parenthesis of the Sober reference should NOT be there.
8.  The paper must include a bibliography.  Any references that you use in researching or writing the paper must be included on a separate page that is titled in uppercase letters "BIBLIOGRAPHY" (without quotation marks) centered on the page near the top.  The bibliography page should be a separate page located at the end of the paper.  The bibliographical entries should include the author’s name first, by last name and put into alphabetical order and NOT numbered.  Also, never use the word “by” followed by the author’s name; just list the author’s name without the word “bye.”.  After the author’s name comes the title of the work, the location of the publisher, the publisher, and the copyright date separated typically by periods.  Never include page numbers from the source in the bibliography.  Never include the zip code of the publisher.  Only cite the LATEST copyright date and never use the word “copyright” anywhere.  ALL internet references MUST contain an annotation in square brackets underneath the web address discussing the quality of the source material.  State who wrote the website and why this person is qualified to comment on philosophical topics.

      A typical bibliographical entry could look like this:

           Sober, Elliott.  Core Questions in Philosophy.  New Jersey: Prentice-Hall Publishers,
           2005.

9.  The paper must be stapled in the upper left hand corner.  Please do not turn the paper in in any other way.  Do not use folders, binders, etc.

10.  Use a separate TITLE PAGE stapled to the outside of the paper containing an appropriate title that describes the paper's contents, as well as your name, date, course name and professor's name.  By an appropriate title I mean one that properly characterizes in a precise way the contents and subject matter of the paper. You should feel free to use a subtitle to indicate the paper's approach or content.  For example, the paper could be titled and subtitled (following after the colon): "Descartes's Method of Doubt: An Investigation and Defense of His Method."  On the title page itself do NOT put a period after the title.  Do NOT put quotation marks around the title on the title page.  Do not print the title in an extra large font style (keep at or below 18 size font which looks like this).  Most people use 12 point font size even for the title page.
11.  Make a photocopy of the paper before turning it in so that you have a record of it in case it becomes lost (OR be sure to have backup copies on computer disk).  Be sure to have a backup floppy disk as well as a harddrive copy of the paper.

12.  At the end of the paper you need to SUMMARIZE AND CONCLUDE.  Do not include in this section any new material.  This section will contain an overview of what you argued in the body of the paper, and the philosophical significance of your results.  State what the reader should now be convinced of after reading the paper.

13.  You MUST put a PAGE NUMBER on each page of the paper except for the title page and the first page.  There should be NO PAGE NUMBER on the first page of your paper.  Begin numbering on the third physical page of the paper (after title page and first page) with the number 2 in the upper right hand corner and include a page number on the BIBLIOGRAPHY page.  Only use a plain number without periods or the word "page" or any abbreviations for pages such as p.  There is no such abbreviation in technical writing as the abbreviation “pg.” for page.

14.  You may want to consider using endnotes (like footnotes, but all gathered together at the end of the paper).  One uses endnotes to cite a reference or make a point of qualification or further remark on something where inclusion of this point would hinder the argumentative flow of the main body of the paper.  The title for this separate page is:  NOTES (not ENDNOTES).
15.  Lastly, PROOFREAD your paper before submitting it.  It is pretty obvious when a paper has not bin prof red. (A joke, get it?).  Double check any quoted material to be sure that it has been typed correctly.  Failure to proofread your own paper shows that you do not really care about it.  If you don't care about what it says and how it says it, why should the reader care.  If you want good grades and the respect of your teachers, it is important to turn your work in looking as good as possible.

16.  MINOR NOTES:  it is “a priori” and “a posteriori” with the little letter “a” included.  Don’t write “posteriori” without the letter “a” preceding it.  The correct spelling is “separate” and not “seperate.”  The correct spelling is: “deceive,” “perceive,” “conceive,” “receive” with the “i” before the “e”.  
17. PLAGIARISM:  If you use anyone else's wording without giving them credit in quotation marks or in a block quotation format, then you are plagiarizing someone else's writings.  If caught I will flunk you for that assignment with no chance to make up the work.  In addition, whatever grade you would have received for the entire course will be lowered by one grade letter as a punishment.  So in the case of plagiarism, if a student were going to receive a B in the course, instead he or she would received a zero on the assignment and a C for the overall course as a consequence of plagiarism.  You will most likely also be referred to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action.  I reserve the right to flunk you for the entire course as well.

        Plagiarism is an extremely serious offense.  I always catch anyone who tries to plagiarize a piece of writing.  Plagiarism amounts to an act of intellectual thievery.  It is akin to stealing something.  You cannot even call the product you produce a piece of your writing since you are not writing it, but only copying what someone else has written.  


          Even if one does not directly copy a phrase or sentence but only paraphrases someone else’s writings can count as an act of plagiarism.  You MUST write everything in your own words.  Do not look at a sentence and then write a sentence that directly mirrors the structure and order of ideas of someone else's sentence.  In other words, it is not even academically permitted under any circumstances to paraphrase someone else's writings.  You must write every sentence in a written assignment by yourself and it is forbidden to base even the structure of your sentence on someone else's sentence.
 
          Even giving some sort of passing credit to a source will not necessarily mean that someone has not plagiarized a piece of writing.  One must give credit to any source of information that is not generally accepted information or knowledge.


       An example of blatant plagiarism: Suppose Stephen Stills has written: "Our band was the best in the land in 1972 and yet we continued to struggle for recognition.  In July the band still held a recording contract with DECCA records and we simply could not get out from under it."  (The Stephen Stills Discography, 1997, p. 137)


       The plagiarizing student writes:  “My paper is on bands from the 60's and 70's.  One of the best was Crosby, Stills, Nash, and Young.  In 1972 it was said that CSNY was the best in the land and yet they continued to struggle for recognition.  In the summer CSNY still had a recording contract with DECCA records and they just could not get out from under it.”


        The preceding sentences count as plagiarism since the basic sentence structure, phrasing, and ideas are all taken from Stephen Stills without his receiving credit for having written them.


         One is not allowed even to give the impression that one has written a sentence if one has not been fully responsible for how that sentence was written.
