Devin VadeBoncoeur

Theory of Knowledge

2-16-12

SET 1
1. In the case of Gettier, he believes in two counterexamples both of them having to rely on the fact that justification is preserved by entailment.

2. In Meditation I. Descartes believes that what we have learned up to now is learned through our senses but that because of this we have been at times misled.

3. Gettier states that all three statements must be true in order for the knower to have the necessary knowledge.

4. Descartes believes that all knowledge must never be proven to be false in order for it to be true knowledge.

5. Intuition and deductive reasoning are two methods that must have nothing to do with reaching knowledge.

Devin VadeBoncoeur

Theory of Knowledge

2-16-12

SET 1 Answers
1. In the case of Gettier, he believes in two counterexamples both of them having to rely on the fact that justification is preserved by entailment.

True. “Gettiers case is based on two purported counterexamples to the JT analysis. Both of them rely on the fact that justification is preserved by entailment.” (Gettier Handout p.2 par. 1).

2. In Meditation I. Descartes believes that what we have learned up to now is learned through our senses but that because of this we have been at times misled.

True. “All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses. I observed, however, that these sometimes misled us; and it is the part of prudence not to place absolute confidence in that by which we have even once been deceived” (Meditation I handout par.3).

3. Gettier states that all three statements must be true in order for the knower to have the necessary knowledge.

False, according to the notes taken in class Gettier argues that A, B, C can be true but that does not mean that S knows that P. 

4. Descartes believes that all knowledge must never be proven to be false in order for it to be true knowledge.

True. Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false (Notes taken from class). 

5. Intuition and deductive reasoning are two methods that must have nothing to do with reaching knowledge.

False. “According to Descartes only two methods guarantee arriving at knowledge: intuition and deductive reasoning” (Pojman p.100 par. 4).

Devon Walz
Theory of Knowledge

Set 1
1. According to the JTB theory if you are justified in believing there is a God, and it is true that there is a God, you have knowledge even if you lack faith. 

2. The Gettier problem suggests that having JTB is sufficient for knowledge. 

3.  The Gettier problem points out that knowledge must be non-accidental.

4. According to Descartes’ first meditation, we can trust our senses because God would not deceive us.

5. According to Descartes, the images we see in our dreams must exist one way or another in real life. 
Devon Walz

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1 Answers
1. According to the JTB theory if you are justified in believing there is a God, and it is true that there is a God, you have knowledge even if you lack faith. 

False:  A lack of faith negates the belief condition of JTB and therefore according to this theory you would not have knowledge. (Knowledge Handout paragraph 1)

2. The Gettier problem suggests that having JTB is sufficient for knowledge. 

False: The Gettier problem suggests that JTB is necessary for knowledge but not sufficient. (Knowledge Handout paragraph 1)

3. The Gettier problem points out that knowledge must be non-accidental, in addition to having JTB.

True: The Gettier problem points out that while it is JTB necessary  for knowledge, if the belief is made true by accident (and you did not know you were to be correct in your belief) then you did not have knowledge, you just got lucky. (Knowledge handout paragraph 6)
4. According to Descartes’ first meditation, we can trust our senses because God would not deceive us.

False:  Although Descartes says that God would not deceive us, he suggests that it is still possible for a malignant demon to deceive us and therefore the senses cannot be trusted. (Meditation I paragraph 12)

5. According to Descartes, the images we see in our dreams must exist one way or another in real life.

True:  Descartes states that general objects must really exist because these images could not have been formed unless we had previously encountered them. (Meditation I paragraph 6)
Set 1

Michael Monaghan

February 15, 2012

1.  Edmund Gettier states that Justified True Belief intuitively means that a person has knowledge.  

2.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false.  

3.  Foundationalism  is a theory about the justification of knowledge that divides beliefs into two categories.

4. Religious belief is a truth for all people.

5. Empiricism states that all knowledge is experience.

Set 1 - Answers

Michael Monaghan

February 15, 2012

1.  Edmund Gettier states that Justified True Belief intuitively means that a person has knowledge.  

False.  Edmund Gettier offers a counter example to this claim.  In the example, he explains that Smith has justified true belief, but intuitively he does not have knowledge.  Here is how it goes: (knowledge handout p.1)

2.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false.  

True.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false. (on white board 2/14/12)For Descartes knowledge, it must be of that that is not connected at all to reality, that way there can be no proof of falsity about the subject.  

3.  Foundationalism  is a theory about the justification of knowledge that divides beliefs into two categories.

True. The two categories are basic and non-basic. Basic beliefs are foundational and need no additional support, non-basic beliefs are based upon their relationship to basic beliefs. A basic belief is immediately justified, a non-basic belief is only justified after mediation in relation to a basic belief. (Pojman 99)

4. Religious belief is a truth for all people.

False.  It is our nature to choose whether we believe in God. A religion that is true for one person may be contradictory to another person’s truth. (Pojman 9)

5. Empiricism states that all knowledge is experience.

True. John Locke stated that if our claims to knowledge are to make sense, they must be derived from the world of sense experience. Our ideas are a product of sensory perception from simple ideas, for example, brown, hard, square. If an idea or belief cannot be analyzed in terms of the basic senses, it is unworthy of belief.  (Polman 20)
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Set 1 

1.
Gettier’s analysis was based on three counterexamples to the tripartite analysis. 

2.
Descartes two methods that guarantee to arrive at knowledge is deductive reasoning and intuition. 

3.
The JTB Theory is based on three conditions that constitute the necessary and rational conditions of the standard account of knowledge.  

4.
The two classic on the acquistion of knowledge is rationalism and intuition. 

5.
 Descartes reasoned that God is a contradiction and deduced that God does not exist.

Kaitlyn Senese 

Theory of Knowledge 

16 February 2012 





Set 1 Answers 

1.
Gettier’s analysis was based on three counterexamples to the tripartite analysis. 

False: “Gettier’s analysis was based on two counterexamples to the tripartite analysis. The first is as follows: (G) Smith and Jones” … “ (L) A pupil in S’s office” 
(Pojman p. 82) 

2.
Descartes two methods that guarantee to arrive at knowledge is deductive reasoning    and intuition. 

True: “ According to Descartes only two methods that guarantee arriving at knowledge is intuition and deductive reasoning” (Pojman p. 100)    

3.
The JTB Theory is based on three conditions that constitute the necessary and rational conditions of the standard account of knowledge.  

False: “ these three conditions constitute the necessary and sufficient conditions of the standard account of knowledge.” (Pojman p. 82)  

4.
The two classic on the acquisition of knowledge is rationalism and intuition. 

False:  “There are two classic theories on the acquisition of knowledge, rationalism and empiricism…that is through seeing hearing touching tasting and smelling” (Pojman, p. 16) 

5.
Descartes reasoned that God is a contradiction and deduced that God does not exist. 

False:  “Descartes deduced the existence of God as an omnibenevolent being whose nature excluded deception.” (Pojman, p. 103)   

Set 1

Sara Mukadam

Phil 165 

2/16/2012

1. Overdetermination cases are when there is only one course of evidence that justifies a belief.

2. According to Gettier, his counterexamples show that the JTB account is false, and therefore a different analysis is needed to correctly define what we mean by “knowledge”.

3. According to Descartes the certainty or truth received through or from the senses can never mislead us.

4. Each of three conditions of the JTB theory are necessary and together jointly sufficient for having knowledge.

5. The No False-Belief Condition was successful in defeating Gettier counterexample by stating that the belief that p must not be caused by or based on a false belief.

Sara Mukadam    Phil 165                   Set 1 – Answers                                          2/16/2012

1. Overdetermination cases are when there is only one course of evidence that justifies a belief.

False.  Cases of overdetermination are where more than one course of evidence justifies a belief. (Pojman p. 84 paragraph 1)

2. According to Gettier, his counterexamples show that the JTB account is false, and therefore a different analysis is needed to correctly track what we mean by “knowledge.”

True.  Gettier's paper used counterexamples to argue that there are cases of beliefs which are both true and justified--therefore satisfying all three conditions for knowledge on the JTB account--but which do not appear to be genuine cases of knowledge. Gettier, therefore, argued that his counterexamples show that the JTB account of knowledge is false--and thus, that a different conceptual analysis is needed to correctly track what we mean by "knowledge." (The Gettier Problem http://www.infomutt.com/g/ge/gettier_problem.html)

3. According to Descartes the certainty or truth received through or from the senses can never mislead us. 

False: “All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses. I observed, however, that these sometimes misled us” (First Meditation, paragraph 3 http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/descartes/meditations/Meditation1.html)

4. Each of three conditions of the JTB theory are necessary and together jointly sufficient for having knowledge.

True.  In order to have a Justified True Belief, each of the three conditions is held necessary for having knowledge and without any of the three one cannot have knowledge and all three together are held to be jointly sufficient for knowledge. (Knowledge handout, paragraph 1)

5. The No False-Belief Condition was successful in defeating Gettier counterexamples by stating that the belief that p must not be caused by or based on a false belief.

False.  Pojman states in the book that the attempt at a solution regarding the No False-Belief Condition was soon found to be both too strong and too weak. (Pojman p. 83, paragraph 3)

Set 1

Zeeshan Mahmud 

PHIL A165

1. In Descartes' Meditation 1 the only two places where he is compelling the reader to assume 
  the role of first person is “..undertaking once in my life to rid myself of all the opinions I had 
  adopted..” and “[3] All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest 
  truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses.”

2. Gettier argues in Smith-Jones example that since three conditions have not been satisfied

  knowledge cannot be obtained.

3. If each of the three conditions of JTB is met then they are not necessary and jointly sufficient   
  for knowledge.

4. Elliot Sobers provides two counterexamples include barn door façade argument to show JTB 
  as stated is not sufficient for knowledge.

5. The two cases with which Gettier makes his argument in the watershed paper “Is Justified 
  True Belief Knowledge?” are via Big Ben example and the Lottery example.

Set 1 Answers

Zeeshan Mahmud

PHIL A165

1. In Descartes' Meditation 1 the only two places where he is compelling the reader to assume 
  the role of first person is “..undertaking once in my life to rid myself of all the opinions I had 
  adopted..” and “[3] All that I have, up to this moment, accepted as possessed of the highest 
  truth and certainty, I received either from or through the senses.”

  True. (Lecture)

2. Gettier argues in Smith-Jones example that since three conditions have not been satisfied

  knowledge cannot be obtained.

  False. The three conditions have been satisfied but have not jointly entailed that Smith has 
  knowledge. (Knowledge Handout)

3. If each of the three conditions of JTB is met then they are not necessary and jointly sufficient  
  for knowledge.

  True. (Knowledge Handout)

4. Elliot Sobers provides two counterexamples include barn door façade argument to show JTB 
  as stated is not sufficient for knowledge.

  False. He provides the Lottery example and the Big Ben example. (Knowledge Handout)

5. The two cases with which Gettier makes his argument in the watershed paper “Is Justified 
  True Belief Knowledge?” are via Big Ben example and the Lottery example.

  False. Case #1 deals with Smith-Jones work example while Case # 2 with Smith-Jones-Brown 
  proposition. (Gettier’s paper at the following link 
  http://philosophyfaculty.ucsd.edu/faculty/rarneson/Courses/gettierphilreading.pdf)

Set 1

Natasha Aretz

Theory of Knowledge

1. According to Gettier the JTB theory, represented by a tripartite analysis, is insufficient for knowledge, therefore claiming a fourth condition (quartet solution) is needed for sufficient knowledge.

2. It is possible to have knowledge without belief.

3. Gettier believed that because the tripartite analysis used in the JTB theory is insufficient, it is now also unnecessary for knowledge.

4. According to externalists, it is not a necessary condition of epistemic justification that belief be from a reliable source.

5. Descartes believes that you can be certain of nothing.

Set 1

Natasha Aretz

Theory of Knowledge

1. According to Gettier the JTB theory, represented by a tripartite analysis, is insufficient for knowledge, therefore claiming a fourth condition (quartet solution) is needed for sufficient knowledge.

False: Though Gettier did find the JTB theory to be insufficient for knowledge through the Smith/Jones counterexample, he only proves that the JTB theory is insufficient for knowledge and doesn’t offer any solution, only implying that at least a fourth condition is needed. (Pojman, pp. 81-83; Is JTB Knowledge? Handout)  

2. It is possible to have knowledge without belief.

True: According to Colin Radford, for example, you can know the answer to a question, without believing you actually know the answer.  He believes you can in fact know the answer, you had actually learned it at some point in time, and have simply forgotten that you knew it; therefore it isn’t just a lucky guess. (Analysis of Knowledge, 1.1)

3. Gettier believed that because the tripartite analysis used in the JTB theory is insufficient, it is now also unnecessary for knowledge.

False: “The tripartite analysis, while perhaps necessary, is not sufficient for knowledge (Pojman, p. 83).” 

4. According to externalists, it is not a necessary condition of epistemic justification that belief be from a reliable source.

False: this is what internalists believe (Analysis of knowledge, 6)

5. Descartes believes that you can be certain of nothing.

True: the only thing he states he could be certain of is that “there is nothing certain (2nd Meditation).”

[Professor Ring’s comment:  This is entirely mistaken.  The answer is FALSE.  Descartes, the actual philosopher, believes he can be certain about many things including: his mind’s existence when thinking, the content of his conscious thoughts, that God exists and is not a deceiver, and that the external material universe exists (or God WOULD be a deceiver).]
Set 1

Warren Thomas

Philosophy 165

2/15/12

1. Socrates may be considered to be the first philosopher credited with formulating the tripartite analysis of knowledge.

2.  The Gettier problem implies that it is sufficient for knowledge to be accidental.

3.  In Descartes’ First Meditation, he finds the task of examining each and every one of his beliefs individually to be endless.

4.  According to the ‘causal condition’ response to the Gettier problem, justification of a belief depends on the way it is caused.

5. Pojman believes that the JTB theory should be considered essentially correct, and does not require any other requirements.

Set 1

Warren Thomas

1. Socrates may be considered to be the first philosopher credited with formulating the tripartite analysis of knowledge.


False.  Plato is credited with formulating the tripartite analysis (Pojman p. 81, last paragraph).

2. The Gettier problem implies that it is sufficient for knowledge to be accidental.

False.  The Gettier problem demonstrates accidental knowledge is insufficient.  (JTB/Gettier Problem handout, bottom of page)

3. In Descartes’ First Meditation, he finds the task of examining each and every one of his beliefs individually to be endless.


True.  (Descartes, First Meditation, 2.

4. According to the ‘causal condition’ response to the Gettier problem, justification of a belief depends on the way it is caused. 


True.  Pojman p. 86, lines 2-3. 

5. Pojman believes that the JTB theory should be considered essentially correct, and does not require any other requirements. 


False.  While believing the JTB theory is essentially correct for the core idea of knowledge, Pojman also believes that the justification of the true belief must be formed/grounded in the right way (Pojman p. 92, 2nd paragraph).

Nicholas Tran

Set 1
1. For knowledge to be knowledge(by JTB standards) 3 conditions have to be met for it to be knowledge.
2. Counter-examples for JTB such as the “Lottery Example” claim that if you bought 1 lottery ticket and expect to lose, your chances are 1 out of a 100 and you do lose.
3. Decartes claims that one cannot be clear of all doubts.
4. Gettier claims that only 1 of all conditions needs to be met for knowledge to be true.
5. Foundations must be established for beliefs to be reinforced.

Nicholas Tran

Set 1 Answers

1. For knowledge to be knowledge (by JTB standards) 3 conditions have to be met for it to be knowledge.
True.  Three conditions be held jointly sufficiently to hold true to the beliefs. 
2. Counter-examples for JTB such as the “Lottery Example” claim that if you bought 1 lottery ticket and expect to lose, your chances are 1 out of a 100 and you do lose.
False.  You are justified in believing in the odds, but you cannot know if you were going to lose.
3. Descartes claims that one cannot be clear of all doubts.
False.  Descartes states “To-day, then, since I have opportunely freed my mind from all cares [and am happily disturbed by no passions], and since I am in the secure possession of leisure in a peaceable retirement, I will at length apply myself earnestly and freely to the general overthrow of all my former opinions.” (Descartes 1st Meditation)
4. Gettier claims that only 1 of all conditions needs to be met for knowledge to be true.

False.  Gettier claims that 2 out of the 3 conditions need to be met, for example Smith believes that Jones will get the job on the basis that his boss told him, and the man with 10 coins in his pockets will get the job, if fact Smith gets the job rather than Jones and he himself has 10 coins in his pocket, even though Smith had a justifiable belief that Jones was getting the job. (JTB Handout)
5. Foundations must be established for beliefs to be reinforced.
True.  If the principle of the belief is doubtful then it is left open for attack and criticism. (Class notes)

Marisa Buss

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1

1. According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, one can know that “rain is water” if and only if rain is water.

2. A true belief is always good enough for knowledge.

3. Something can be “necessarily true” if it is true in an actual reality.

4. Descartes believes that if he can say that he is in a place, seated by the fire, clothed, and holding a piece of paper upon which he writes his meditation, that he can not deny that it is so. (Mediation I. Of the Things of Which We May Doubt, Paragraph 4).

5. Some skeptics believe that the only thing that can be known is that nothing can be known.

Marisa Buss

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1

1. According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, one can know that “rain is water” if and only if rain is water.


True; The Correspondence Theory of Truth says that “truth consists in the 
relationship between the proposition (or sentence) and the facts or states of affairs that verify or confirm the propositions.” Alfred Tarski would say that the statement “rain is water” can only be true if it represents an actual state of reality. (Pojman, p. 4)

2. A true belief is always good enough for knowledge.


False; A belief can be true by chance.  Taking into account Elliot Sober’s lottery 
counter example to Justified True Belief, buying 1 of 100 lottery tickets and 
believing you are going to lose does not mean you know you will lose.  The probability of losing is an overwhelming 99%, and you may be justified in believing you will lose, but you can’t know with absolute certainty that you are not the winning 1%. (Knowledge Handout, paragraph 10).

3. Something can be “necessarily true” if it is true in an actual reality.


False; Necessary truth is only possible if it is true in all possible worlds. 
(Wittgenstein).

4. Descartes believes that if he can say that he is in a place, seated by the fire, clothed, and holding a piece of paper upon which he writes his meditation, that he can not deny that it is so. (Mediation I. Of the Things of Which We May Doubt, Paragraph 4).


False; In the following paragraph he says, “ I must nevertheless here consider 
that I am a man, and that, consequently, I am in the habit of sleeping, and representing to myself in dream those same things... I have been deceived in sleep by similar illusions; and, attentively considering those cases, I perceive so clearly that there exist no certain marks by which the state of waking can ever be distinguished from sleep” (Mediation I. Of the Things of Which We May Doubt, Paragraph 5).

5. Some skeptics believe that the only thing that can be known is that nothing can be known.


True; Radical skeptics hold that knowledge is impossible, and that true fact that 
knowledge is impossible is the only thing that can be known.  Other skeptics may 
challenge knowledge in that the do not have to know that there is no knowledge, 
just a true belief. (Pojman, p. 32).
Spring 2012

Adam Sobel

Theory of Knowledge

Set #1

1. One must know that one knows something in order to have knowledge.

2. Descartes believed that the senses are the only reliable source of data.

3. Descartes believed that we do not know whether any of our perceptual beliefs are true.

4. Gettier found a way to improve upon the JTB theory.

5. There have been four separate conditions added to the tripartite analysis of JTB that have been widely accepted as sufficient to overcome the Gettier problem. 

Adam Sobel                                                 Set #1                                  Spring 2012
1. One must know that one knows something in order to have knowledge.

False: one can have knowledge without knowing that one knows the piece of knowledge in question. This is demonstrated in an example in which a knower dispositionally knows the “data as surely as he [knows] his gender, size and name,” yet lacks a degree of certainty because of the stress caused by the circumstance (p. 14).

2. Descartes believed that the senses are the only reliable source of data.

False: Descartes believed that the senses cannot be trusted because they had deceived him before and thus could at any time be deceptive again (p. 39).

3. Descartes believed that we do not know whether any of our perceptual beliefs are true.

True: Descartes believed this in conclusion to his belief that we cannot know the difference between a hallucination and a normal perception (p. 41).

4. Gettier found a way to improve upon the JTB theory.

False: Gettier gave two counterexamples to the tripartite analysis in which the subjects had a true belief which they were justified in believing, yet with routes to these components that were erroneous, thus discounting the conclusion that either of them truly had knowledge (p. 82)

5. There have been four separate conditions added to the tripartite analysis of JTB that have been widely accepted as sufficient to overcome the Gettier problem. 

False: there are currently four widely acknowledged and discussed solutions to the Gettier problem, which come in the form of a quartet solutions (adding one more condition to tripartite analysis. These consist of (1) the no false-belief condition; (2) the conclusive reasons condition; (3) the causal condition; and (4) the defeasibility condition.  However, none of these have been widely accepted as completely sufficient to overcome the Gettier problem.  (pp. 83-89)
Arman Fijany

Theory of Knowledge

Set #1 True/False

1. The correspondence theory of truth is the view that a sentence, preposition, or belief is true if and only if what it represents corresponds to how reality actually exists.

2. Rene Descartes was noted for providing the primary counter examples to the JTB theory.

3. In Gettier’s “Smith-Jones counterexample” Smith’s justified beliefs are proven to be false and therefore prove that the example discredits the JTB theory.

4. Internalism in epistemology requires that the conditions for knowledge to be met. 

5. The Gettier counter-example proves that knowledge can be accidental.

Arman Fijany

Theory of Knowledge

Set #1 Answers

1. The correspondence theory of truth is the view that a sentence, preposition, or belief is true if and only if what it represents corresponds to how reality actually exists.

True: Definition from the glossary. (Pojman, p. 343)

2. Rene Descartes was noted for providing the primary counter examples to the JTB theory.

False:  Edmund Gettier provided the primary counter examples to the JTB theory. (Pojman, p. 82)

3. In Gettier’s “Smith-Jones counterexample” Smith’s justified beliefs are proven to be false and therefore prove that the example discredits the JTB theory.

False: The example discredits the JTB theory because of the fact that Smith gets the job instead of Jones unbeknowst to Smith even though that all three of his justified beliefs turned out to be true.  The reason it is used as a counter-example is because the beliefs turn out to be true in an accidental nature. It appears that Jones will get the job, when in actuality, Smith gets the job.

4. Internalism in epistemology requires that the conditions for knowledge to be met.

False: That is the definition for extarnalism; internalism requires that the knower be cognizant of the satisfaction of the conditions for knowing. (Pojman, p. 345)

5. The Gettier counter-example proves that knowledge can be accidental.

False:  The reason why the Smith-Jones case is a counter-example is because we require knowledge to be non-accidental.

True/False Set 1

Jesse Gawinske

Philosophy A165 TR

1. Edmund Gettier’s counter example to the standard account of JTB states that an accidental truth is satisfactory for knowledge.

2. In Elliot Sober’s “The Big Ben Example”, an externalist would agree that the person looking at the clock did not have knowledge after reading the time. 

3. According to Gettier, if all three conditions of JTB have been met, one does still not have knowledge.
4. Descartes states that in order to find knowledge, he will discard any beliefs that are not entirely certain and indubitable.

5.
In the First Meditation, Descartes is consciously moving his hand and head with “eyes wide awake”, but admits that these could be “painted representations” of reality and that he could be dreaming

Jesse Gawinske

Philosophy A165 TR                           True/False Set 1

1. Edmund Gettier’s counter example to the standard account of JTB states that an accidental truth is satisfactory for knowledge.

False.  The knower must have non-accidental truth in order for their belief to count as knowledge. (JTB HO last paragraph)

2. In Elliot Sober’s “The Big Ben Example”, an externalist would agree that the person looking at the clock did not have knowledge after reading the time. 

False.  An externalist does not require the knower to be cognizant of the required conditions for the knowledge, whereas the internalist does. (Lecture JTB HO)

3. According to Gettier, if all three conditions of JTB have been met, one does still not have knowledge.

True.  As he showed in his counter example to JTB, Smith knew all the details about the man who would get the job, except that as it turned out, he got the job. All the conditions had been met, yet he still did not have knowledge. (JTB HO)

4. Descartes states that in order to find knowledge, he will discard any beliefs that are not entirely certain and indubitable.

True.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be that is impossible for it to be false. (Lecture)

5. In the First Meditation, Descartes is consciously moving his hand and head with “eyes wide awake”, but admits that these could be “painted representations” of reality and that he could be dreaming.

True.  Descartes states that these representations in dreams could not be possible unless they exist in reality after being formed in our consciousness.  (First Meditation, P 2)

Set 1- T/F

Vincent Nguyen

Phil 165

Dr. Ring

1. According to Descartes, can one doubt of it existing.

2. Is the taste, color, odor, and sound are primary qualities.

3. According to Descartes, intuition and deductive reasoning is the only two methods that guarantee arriving at knowledge.

4. Descartes believes that you know that you in pain.

5. Is doing this set true/false paper a posterior knowledge.

Set 1- T/F

Vincent Nguyen

1. According to Descartes, can one doubt of it existing.

False. “For if I am doubting, I must exist in order to doubt.”  (Pojman p. 41)

2. Is the taste, color, odor, and sound are primary qualities.

False. Primary Qualities are motion, size, shape, and number. (Pojman p. 20)

3. According to Descartes, intuition and deductive reasoning is the only two methods that guarantee arriving at knowledge.

True. The two methods are intuition and deductive reasoning. (Pojman p.100)

4. Descartes believes that you know that you in pain.

True. “I am in pain.” If I believe that I am in pain. (Lecture, Pojman p. 103)

5. Is doing this set true/false paper a posterior knowledge.

True. “A posterior knowledge depends on evidence from sense experience.” (Pojman p. 19)

Set 1

Reeve Ghiass

Theory of Knowledge

1. A justified true belief can be counted as knowledge if it is accidental.

2. Descartes foundationalist views require that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false.

3. According to The Causal Theory of Knowledge the knower does not need to have any connections between the evidence for P and the belief for P.

4. Descartes argues that because he cannot see himself like he would a piece of wax he therefore can’t know that he exists.

5. According to the epistemic internalist, in order to know something depends on such factors as how the belief was caused or how reliable is the faculty or mechanism by which the subject came to hold the belief.

Set 1 Answers

Reeve Ghiass

Theory of Knowledge
1. A justified true belief can be counted as knowledge if it is accidental.

False: According to Elliott Sober’s Big Ben example knowledge needs to be non-accidental in order to be counted as knowledge. (JTB Theory Handout)

2. Descartes foundationalist views require that knowledge must be such that it is impossible for it to be false.

True: Descartes epistemology is known as foundationalism in which he tries to find foundations that cannot be criticized. (What is Epistemology, Keith DeRose)

3. According to The Causal Theory of Knowledge the knower does not need to have any connections between the evidence for P and the belief for P.

False: the Causal Theory of Knowledge does require proper causal connections between the evidence for P and the belief for P. (Fred Dretske, The Causal Theory of Knowledge)

4. Descartes argues that because he cannot see himself like he would a piece of wax he therefore can’t know that he exists.

False: Descartes argues that because of his intellect and being able to think and doubt he therefore knows that his mind exists and therefore he exists although he cannot see himself like he does a piece of wax. (Descartes’s Second Meditation of First Philosophy)

5. According to the epistemic internalist, in order to know something depends on such factors as how the belief was caused or how reliable is the faculty or mechanism by which the subject came to hold the belief.

False: According to the epistemic internalist, in order to know something depend primarily on factors internal to the believer's point of view and/or factors to which the believer has special access. The statement for knowing something stated above is true of the externalist viewpoint.  (What is Epistemology, Keith DeRose)

Emily Wasilewski

Theory of Knowledge

14 February 2012

Set 1

1. Edmund Gettier's counter-example to the JTB theory requires Smith's valid and true inference to be accidental.


2. Rene Descartes does not use I as a meditator for which the meditator (I) must “rid myself of all the opinions I had adopted... and to establish a firm and abiding superstructure.”


3. According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, “your penis is large” is true if and only if your penis is large.


4. The JTB analysis of knowledge: S knows p iff p is true, S believes p, and S is justified in believing p.


5. Descartes wishes to examine those things which he thinks to be true and set them aside as if those were beliefs of which there might be some doubt.

Emily Wasilewski

Theory of Knowledge

14 February 2012

Set 1 Answers

1. Edmund Gettier's counter-example to the JTB theory requires Smith's valid and true inference  to be accidental.

True. If Smith's justified true belief was not an accident then it wouldn't counter the JTB theory. In Getter's favor by Smith's justified true belief of “A man with a ten coins in his pocket gets the job” being accidental it has not, through the conditions, jointly entailed that Smith has knowledge. (Knowledge Handout)


2. Rene Descartes uses I as a meditator for which the meditator (I) must “keep to myself all the opinions I had adopted... and to establish a firm and abiding superstructure.” 

False. Rene Descartes uses I as a meditator for which the meditator (I) must “RID myself of all the opinions I had adopted...” (Descartes, Meditation I)


3. According to the Correspondence Theory of Truth, “your penis is large” is true if and only if your penis is large.

True. The Correspondence Theory of Truth is the theory that truth consists in the relationship between a proposition (or sentence) and the facts or states of affairs in reality that verify or confirm the propositions. (Pojman, p. 4)


4. The JTB analysis of knowledge: S knows p iff p is true, S believes p, and S is justified in believing p. 

False. The JTB theory and epistemology primarily focuses on propositional knowledge: knowing THAT p. Knowing p is knowledge by acquaintance. (Pojman, p.2, (5) What Is Epistemology? by Keith DeRose)


5. Descartes wishes to examine those things which he thinks to be true and set them aside as if those were beliefs of which there might be some doubt.

False. Descartes does not set aside what he thinks to be true, he only examines them and sets aside beliefs of which there might be some doubt. (Descartes, Meditation I)







Set 1

Peter West




Theory of Knowledge 

1. Physical senses are valid enough to filter truth and falsity for their host, such as their state of existence, or non-existence? 
2. Dreams can be distinguished from reality?

3. There is such a thing as true inspiration and complete originality?

4. Universal truths exist in the world? 

5. God made humans imperfect and ignorant?







Set 1 Answers

Peter West




Theory of Knowledge 

1. Physical senses are valid enough to filter truth and falsity for their host, such as their state of existence, or non-existence? 

           True - Descartes argues that a person’s physical senses are ultimately, though not completely trustworthy by his own admittance, authentic enough to use as a measuring stick against falsities, as well as affirm truths, in the world.  For example, Descartes tells us that his impressions of sensation such as sight, smell, and touch affirm his existence when he is sitting by the fire.  Therefore, he concludes he is in fact awake and does exist in the world, because of the reliability/validity of his physical senses in that moment (4, Med. 1, Descartes). 

2. Dreams can be distinguished from reality?

           False - Descartes addresses the possibility that dreams are undistinguishable from realities.  Though, he concludes that the acute details present in reality are absent in dreams, he also acknowledges that he has been so convinced by the vividness of dreams before that he cannot ever have complete confidence that he is in either state (5, Med. 1, Descartes). 

3. There is such a thing as true inspiration and complete originality?

          False - Descartes explores the validity of true inspirations and complete originality by using painting as an example.  He claims that a painter, even when painting something imaginary, draws his inspiration from objects that exist in reality.  He then goes on to say that even if a painter were to create something completely foreign to reality the colors that it consisted of would have its basis in the real world (6, Med. 1, Descartes).

4. Universal truths exist in the world? 

           True – Descartes claims that whether he is awake or sleeping, exists or doesn’t, the physical truths present in the laws of science and mathematics are still valid and represent universal truths.  For example, he says whether he is dreaming or awake a square still has four sides (8, Med. 1, Descartes). 

5. God made humans imperfect and ignorant?
           False – Descartes argues for the existence and goodness of a Deity by stating, among a number of reasons, simply that through due diligence has he come to believe in such an entity.  He acknowledges the counter argument, which would ask why then are humans often deceived by falsity and ignorant to truth. Descartes answers this by offering the idea that it is not the Deity that crated us in imperfection and deceived us, but rather “malignant demon” (12, Med. 1, Descartes). 

Javier Cerda

Theory of Knowledge 2/16/12

Set 1

1. There is only one kind of knowledge and that is in regards to knowing what is true and what is false.

2. The Correspondence Theory of Truth is a common general theory of knowledge, and is often seen as being in accordance to “common sense” and the basic judgement of perception.

3. According to reasoning and the rules of valid argument, even if all of the premises are true, the conclusion to an argument could sometimes be false.

4. Decartes, in his first meditation, explains that because there is a possibility that we are dreaming, and everything in our dream that we observe is merely an illusion, we cannot know that these objects that we percieve exist at all, in any form.

5. Edmund Gettier’s counter example to the claim of Justified True Belief (the JTB theory of knowledge) revealed that the theory was insufficient in certain scenarios, and that we require knowledge to be non-accidental.

Javier Cerda

Theory of Knowledge 2/16/12

Set 1 Answers

1. There is only one kind of knowledge and that is in regards to knowing what is true and what is false.

False. The three areas of knowledge is widely agreed upon being consisted of knowing how (i.e. skills), knowing that (propositional knowledge), and knowing of (i.e. objects/people) (Dr. David C. Ring lecture on Epistemology, February 2,2012; Pojman, p. 2).

2. The Correspondence Theory of Truth is a common general theory of knowledge, and is often seen as being in accordance to “common sense” and the basic judgement of perception.

True. The Correspondence Theory of Truth is “probably the oldest general theory of truth” and “captures our common-sense intuition”. It is based on perception and observation of the world around us by using our senses and considering an objective reality (Pojman, pp. 4-5)

3. According to reasoning and the rules of valid argument, even if all of the premises are true, the conclusion to an argument could sometimes be false.

False, in argumentation, if all premises are true, “then necessarily the conclusion is true and can never be false” (Dr. David C. Ring lecture on Epistemology, February 6, 2012)

4. Decartes, in his first meditation, explains that because there is a possibility that we are dreaming, and everything in our dream that we observe is merely an illusion, we cannot know that these objects that we percieve exist at all, in any form.

False. Decartes explains that even though we may be experiencing what is solely illusion when observing objects, these objects still objectively exists, in an archetypal form perhaps, as they are at the least “painted represenations which could not have been formed unless in the likeness of realities”. (Decartes 1st Meditation)

5. Edmund Gettier’s counter example to the claim of Justified True Belief (the JTB theory of knowledge) revealed that the theory was insufficient in certain scenarios, and that we require knowledge to be non-accidental.

True. The Smith-Jones, Lottery, and Big Ben examples all reveal that sometimes people can be correct without having actual knowledge, but that this still doesn’t account for having knowledge.

Set 1

Jordan Cline

Theory of Knowledge

1. An internalist believes that as long as a belief is caused in the right way, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is aware of the belief.

2. The “causal condition” proposed solution to the Gettier problem states that a belief must not be caused by or based on another false belief

3. Classical Foundationalism is the theory that we must have infallible inferential knowledge upon which all other knowledge is based

4. The no false belief response to the Gettier problem is over determined when more than one course of evidence justifies a belief

5. Derived beliefs can transfer justification and knowledge to basic beliefs.

Set 1

Jordan Cline

Theory of Knowledge

1. An internalist believes that as long as a belief is caused in the right way, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is aware of the belief.

False: That is what an externalist believes. “In this externalist version, as long as the belief is caused in the right way, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is aware of the belief, let alone can explain how it serves as a basic belief.” (Pojman, p. 109) 

2. The “causal condition” proposed solution to the Gettier problem states that a belief must not be caused by or based on another false belief

False: That is the No False-Belief condition (Pojman, p. 83) the causal condition is “that the justification of a belief depends on the way it was caused” (Pojman, p. 86)

3. Classical Foundationalism is the theory that we must have infallible inferential knowledge upon which all other knowledge is based

True: “We call the traditional view – that we may have infallible noninferential knowledge upon which all other knowledge is based –classical foundationalism.” (Pojman, p. 101)

4. The no false belief response to the Gettier problem is over determined when more than one course of evidence justifies a belief

True: “We may call such cases as this one, cases of overdetermination, where more than one course of evidence justifies a belief” (Pojman, p. 84)

5. Derived beliefs can transfer justification and knowledge to basic beliefs.

False: Derived beliefs cannot transfer justification and knowledge to basic beliefs. Basic beliefs, on the other hand, are what give derived beliefs their justification. (Pojman, p. 102)

True/False Set #1

Chris Arnold

Philosophy 165: Theory of Knowledge

1. According to the JTB theory, "S" knows that "p" if and only if (a) "p" is true, (b) "S" believes that "p", and (c) "S” cannot prove "p" to be false. 
2. Even if there are no false beliefs present, it is still possible not to have knowledge.
3. One can have knowledge, even if it is accidental.

4. According to Descartes, if something is impossible to be false, it is necessarily true, meaning it is true in all possible worlds. 
5. An internalist requires the conditions of knowledge to be met in order to have knowledge. 
True/False Set #1 - Answers

Chris Arnold

Philosophy 165: Theory of Knowledge

1. According to the JTB theory, "S" knows that "p" if and only if (a) "p" is true, (b) "S" believes that "p", and (c) "S” cannot prove "p" to be false. 
FALSE.  Both (a) and (b) are both conditions of the JTB theory, while (c) is not. The third condition of the JTB theory states that "S" must be justified in believing that "p". (Analysis of Knowledge Website, p. 1)
2. Even if there are no false beliefs present, it is still possible not to have knowledge. 
TRUE. An example of this claims that Henry is driving through the country and "correctly identifies a red barn in the distance. Unknown to Henry, someone has set up a series of red barn facades in his vicinity." He doesn't know which could be which. Though he has a justified true belief, he does not have knowledge, even though there were no false beliefs present. (Pojman, p. 84)

3. One can have knowledge, even if it is accidental.
FALSE.  Elliott Sober gives two counterexamples (The lottery example and the Big Ben example) showing that knowledge must be non-accidental. (Gettier Counterexample Handout, p. 1)

4. According to Descartes, if something is impossible to be false, it is necessarily true, meaning it is true in all possible worlds. 
TRUE.  It can also be said that if something is impossible to be false, it is certain. (Lecture notes) 

5. An internalist requires the conditions of knowledge to be met in order to have knowledge. 
FALSE.  An externalist requires conditions to be met. An internalist must be aware of the satisfaction of conditions. In other words, they have to know that they know. (Lecture notes)
Justin Romers

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1

1. Socrates was the first to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

2. Gettier’s counter-example to the JTB theory is called the Jones/Smith counter-example.

3. The proposition p is true if and only if p.

4. Occurrent is a variety of beliefs.

5. Truth adheres to facts.

Justin Romers

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1 Answers

1. Socrates was the first to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge.

False: Plato was the first to suggest a tripartite analysis of knowledge, defining it as true belief with a rational explanation or justification. (Pojman, p. 81)

2. Gettier’s counter-example to the JTB theory is called the Jones/Smith counter-example.

False: Gettier’s counter-example to the JTB theory is called the Smith/Jones counter-example. (Knowledge Handout)

3. The proposition p is true if and only if p.

True: The sentence “Snow is white” is true if and only if snow is white. (Pojman p. 6)

4. Occurrent is a variety of beliefs.

True:  An occurrent belief is one that you are conscious of at the moment. (Pojman p. 13)

5. Truth adheres to facts.

False:  Truth adheres to propositions or statements.  Facts are not true or false, but just are. (Pojman p. 5)

Set 1

Sam Helgevold

Theory of Knowledge

1.  In the Lottery counterexample 99% chance is sufficient for the JTB.

2.  Descartes believes we can’t know if concepts (shapes, etc.) can be considered knowledge.

3.  Epistemology deals with questions concerning nature, scope, and sources of knowledge.

4.  Descartes defines knowledge in terms of doubt. 

5.  An evil genius may be tricking us into thinking we exist even when we do not.

Sam Helgevold

Theory of Knowledge

Set 1 Answers

1.  In the Lottery counterexample 99/100 chance is sufficient for the JTB.

False: 99% is not enough evidence to show knowledge because there is still a 1% chance that you could be wrong.  (Gettier Counter Example Handout)

2. Descartes believes we can’t know if concepts (shapes, etc.) can be considered knowledge.

False: Concepts are one of the few things which can’t be altered, even in a dream-state. (Descartes 1st Meditation)

3.  Epistemology deals with questions concerning nature, scope, and sources of knowledge.

True: Epistemology is the theory of knowledge and it deals with questions relating directly to the source of knowledge. (What is Epistemology?, P1)

4.  Descartes defines knowledge in terms of doubt.

True: “I distinguish the two as follows: there is conviction when there remains some reason which might lead us to doubt, but knowledge is conviction based on a reason so strong that it can never be shaken by any stronger reason.” He is saying that knowledge can’t be doubted because the reasoning behind it is too great that nothing can overtake it. (Descartes Epistemology, 1.1)

5.  An evil genius may be tricking us into thinking we exist even when we do not.

False: Descartes says that by merely thinking that an evil genius exists and could be fooling us, that proves that he is a thinking being which proves he must exist (because thinking is a form of existing). (Descartes 2nd Meditation)
Alex Gabler 


                Set #1

1.  During Descartes first meditation he is trying to abolish all of his past beliefs because he can no longer trust his senses.

2.  Descartes finds knowledge of falsity to only require ground for doubt. 

3.  A JTB requires the knower to have a necessarily true justification.

4.  Since our sense have mislead us before Descartes believes no information we gather from them can be without doubt.

5.  Descartes doubts God’s existence.

Alex Gabler 


                             Set #1

1.  During Descartes first meditation he is trying to abolish all of his past believes because he can no longer trust his senses.

False.  “But, to this end, it will not be necessary for me to show that the wholeof these are false” (Descartes First Meditation Paragraph 2).  Although Descartes foundation is falling down, he understands some beliefs based upon false understanding may still be true, and thus it is not necessary to judge every belief he has.

2.  Descartes finds knowledge of falsity to only require ground for doubt.

True.  “It will be sufficient to justify the rejection of the whole if I shall find in each some ground for doubt” (Descartes First Meditation Paragraph 2). If knowledge has any doubt it cannot be knowledge, regardless if it’s a small or large amount of doubt.

3.  A JTB requires the knower to have a necessarily true justification.

False.  The knower can have a strong justification as in the lottery example and it will still count as knowledge under JTB. (JTB and Gettier Problem Handout)

4.  Since our sense have mislead us before Descartes believes no information we gather from them can be without doubt.

False.  “ …of the truth of which it is manifestly impossible to doubt; as for example, that I am in this place, seated by the fire, clothed in a winter dressing gown, that I hold in my hands this piece of paper, with other intimations of the same nature” (Descartes First Mediation Paragraph 4).  Descartes says that although our senses may mislead us about minute things there are still things we know we know.  Descartes thinks someone who’s insane doesn’t understand reality and sees the world much like how we dream, but our conscious comparison and perceiving these people’s lack of perception is all we need to not disregard our senses completely.

5.  Descartes doubts God’s existence.

False.  Because of the evil god possibility, Descartes chooses to hold judgment on God. I will continue resolutely fixed in this belief, and if indeed by this means it be not in my power to arrive at the knowledge of truth, I shall at least do what is in my power, viz., [ suspend my judgment ], and guard with settled purpose against giving my assent to what is false.
Set 1

Christian Miller

True/False Questions:

2.  The correspondence theory of truth states that to say a proposition or belief is true is to say it coheres with a system of other propositions or beliefs. (p. 4)

2.  Edmund Gettier states that, “The truth is only the expedient in the way of our

     behaving, expedient in almost any fashion, and expedient in the long run and on the whole course.”

3.  Foundationalists try to find foundations that can only be criticized and justified.

4.  Justified true belief is one definition of knowledge that states in order to that a given    proposition is true, one must not only believe the relevant true proposition, but one also must have justification for doing so.

5.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is possible for it to be false.

Set 1 Answers

Christian Miller

6. The correspondence theory of truth states that to say a proposition or belief is true is to say it coheres with a system of other propositions or beliefs. 

False: The Correspondence theory of truth is the theory that truth consists in the relationship between the proposition (or sentence) and the facts or states of affairs that verify or confirm the propositions. (p. 4)

2.  Edmund Gettier states that, “The truth is only the expedient in the way of our

     behaving, expedient in almost any fashion, and expedient in the long run and on the whole course.”

False: William James is the one that propounded that statement. (p. 8)

3.  Foundationalists try to find foundations that can only be criticized and justified.

False:  Foundationalits tries to find foundations that cannot be criticized. (Descartes first meditation class notes)

4.  Justified true belief is one definition of knowledge that states in order to that a given proposition is true, one must not only believe the relevant true proposition, but one also must have justification for doing so.

True: A subject only knows that a proposition is true if and only if P is true, the subject believes that P is true, and the subject is justified in believing that P is true. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justified_true_belief)

5.  Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is possible for it to be false.

False: Descartes requires that knowledge must be such that it is impossible to be false. (Descartes first meditation class notes)


