Philosophy 165: Epistemology

Dr. David Ring

Spring 2012

Set 2 True/False

Arman Fijany

March 4, 2012

11:10-12:35

Set #2

1. Reliabilists believe that there must be a natural connection between the truth of what is believed and the person who holds that belief.

2. An externalist would hold the belief that there is epistemic justification for a belief only where the person has cognitive access to evidence that supports the truth of that belief.

3. According to David Hume’s beliefs on the subject of the principle of sufficient reason, he believed that every event has a causal event beforehand.

4. Our appearance beliefs, such as “I am in pain” are considered incorrigible because they are our personal sensations and under our own digression; we cannot be confused about our own sensations.

5. An internalist would not face issues or have contradictions in beliefs with the Smith- Jones case within the Gettier counter-example.

Arman Fijany

Set# 2 - Answers
1. Reliabilists believe that there must be a natural connection between the truth of what is believed and the person who holds that belief.

False: This belief is what substantive naturalists hold to believe. Reliabilists “hold that reliable processes are necessary conditions for justified beliefs” (Pojman, 135). Reliabilists require justification in order to have knowledge, whereas substantive naturalists only require true beliefs to “only meet appropriate counterfactual conditions” (Pojman, 135).

2. An externalist would hold the belief that there is epistemic justification for a belief only where the person has cognitive access to evidence that supports the truth of that belief.

False: Internalists hold this belief to be true because they require there to be an internal accessibility to reasons that justify your own beliefs. An internalist would only need to think in a reflective manner to determine if something is true or not based on whether or not a belief is justified. 

3. According to David Hume’s beliefs on the subject of the principle of sufficient reason, he believed that every event has a causal event beforehand.

False: Hume disagreed with the principle of sufficient reason (PSR). PSR states that every event has a sufficient cause. Hume believed that you could have an event without a cause, and therefore he disagreed with PSR.

4. Our appearance beliefs, such as “I am in pain” are considered incorrigible because they are our personal sensations and under our own digression; we cannot be confused about our own sensations.

False: A plausible counterexample to those who believe that sensations are incorrigible is the fraternity invitation counter-example found on page 104 in Pojman’s “What Can We Know?” The counter-example proves that our senses can be corrigible and therefore we cannot rely on them for incorrigible beliefs.

5. An internalist would not face issues or have problems with their beliefs when faced with the Smith- Jones case within the Gettier counter-example.

False: Internalists rely on cognitive accessibility to justify their beliefs and therefore they would believe that they have sufficient justified belief that Jones would get the job in the Smith-Jones case. The various problems and “difficulties involved in solving the Gettier problem [has] led many philosophers to reject internalism” (Pojman, 143). 
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1. Internalism holds that one must internally have an intuition that they are justified, without necessarily having reflective evidence.

2. Because of the fact that externalism requires external evidence, it is more susceptible to the infinite regress problem.

3. Externalism is more defensible against skepticism than internalism.

4. According to Dr. Ring, if something is infallible, it must also be incorrigible.

5. A person is infallible with respect to all of his beliefs about his current mental condition.

Adam Sobel

Spring ‘12

PHIL A165

Set #2 - Answers

1. Internalism holds that one must internally have an intuition that they are justified, without necessarily having reflective evidence.

False: “A person has a justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that the belief is true…Justifying evidence must be internally available” (Pojman p. 136)

2. Because of the fact that externalism requires external evidence, it is more susceptible to the infinite regress problem.

False: externalism holds that if something is coherent with reality, no further explanation is needed (IE handout)

3. Externalism is more defensible against skepticism than internalism.
True: “Since knowledge is defined as true beliefs caused in the proper manner, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is able to give an account of his or her beliefs or is even conscious of those beliefs. In a similar vein, externalism dissolves the problems of induction and other minds, sine these beliefs are seen as being caused by reliable processes (Pojman p. 145).

4. According to Dr. Ring, if something is infallible, it must also be incorrigible.

True: class notes

5. A person is infallible with respect to all of his beliefs about his current mental condition.

False: “a person is infallible with respect to some of his beliefs about his current mental condition. (Bailey, Privacy and the Mental, p. 125)
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SET 2 (TRUE AND FALSE)

1. Seeing the tree is the same with seeming the tree.
False. -- seeing the tree is in reality cause there is an actual tree to see; when seeming to see a tree is like perceiving that there is a tree, without being true thar there is a tree. (class notes)
2. Incorrigibility is a traditional thesis in the epistemology of mind that first-person beliefs about phenomenal states are corrigible.
False. -- incorrigibility is a person believing that their state of mind is incorrigible or infallible or indubitable. (pp. 101 and 143 Pojman)
3. Descartes holds it is impossible to be mistaken, and therefore you cannot ever properly be corrected either.
True. -- "I am about the content of your (proposition) occurrent conscious thoughts. Nor you occurrent sensory experiences." (class notes)
4. Descartes believes that there are only two methods to guarantee arriving at knowledge: intuition and deductive reasoning.
True. (p. 100. Pojman)
5. Reliabilism argues that we don't have to know or have access to the grounds for our beliefs in order to have knowledge.
True. (p. 143. Pojman)

Devon Walz

Dr. Ring

Set 2

1. According to internalism, you must have reasons to justify your beliefs.

2. According to externalism, in order to have knowledge, we must have access to our beliefs.

3. If a belief is incorrigible, it is impossible that one can be mistaken about the belief in question. 

4. According to ICT, sensory experiences such as taste and smell are incorrigible.

5. Internalism rejects the idea of the “given”, which implies that empirically basic beliefs are given and do not need justification. 

Devon Walz

Dr. Ring

Set 2

1. According to internalism, you must have reasons to justify your beliefs.

True:  Internalism requires that the subject must be in some sense in cognitive possession of the appropriate justification. (Pojman p. 110)

2. According to externalism, in order to have knowledge, we must have access to our beliefs.

False:  As long as the belief is caused in the right way, externalists do not require the subject to be aware of the belief for it to be considered knowledge.  (Pojman p.109)

3.  If a belief is incorrigible, it is impossible that one can be mistaken about the belief in question. 

False:  If a belief is incorrigible, it might be false but it can never be proven so. (Pojman p. 345)

4. According to ICT, sensory experiences such as taste and smell are incorrigible.

True:  According to ICT you can never be proven wrong about a sensory experience and therefore these experiences are deemed incorrigible

5.Internalism rejects the idea of the “given”, which implies that empirically basic beliefs are given and do not need justification. 

False:  Internalism accepts the idea of the “given” as an immediate awareness or self-evident intuition which suffices as a reason for a belief henceforth qualifying the belief as knowledge. 

Sam Helgevold

3/10/2012





Set #2
1) Descartes holds the position that it is impossible to be mistaken about the content of your current conscious thoughts.

2) The Incorrigibility Thesis says you can never be mistaken while the Infallibility Thesis says some of your mental states can’t be corrected.

3) Internalism is the philosophical idea that the mind emerges out of neurological activity alone.

4) Externalism denies the idea of an extended mind; that is the cognitive processes may not leave the thinker’s body.

5) Two people can share the *exact* same experience.

Sam Helgevold

3/10/2012





Set #2 - Answers
1) Descartes holds the position that it is impossible to be mistaken about the content of your current conscious thoughts.

True: Descartes holds to the infallibility thesis and you can’t be corrected about your own sensory experiences.  

(1) I see a tree.  (2) 1 is true.  (3) 1 & 2 are false.  

Therefore: “It is still certain I seem to see the tree.”  (Lecture Notes)


2) The Incorrigibility Thesis says you can never be mistaken while the Infallibility Thesis says some of your mental states can’t be corrected.

False: The Incorrigibility Thesis says some of your mental states can’t be corrected and the Infallibility Thesis says some of your mental states can’t be corrected. (Lecture Notes)

3) Internalism is the philosophical idea that the mind emerges out of neurological activity alone.

True: Internalism focuses on the actual physical matter of the body and how that in turn will create the mind.  (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology)

4) Externalism denies the idea of an extended mind; that is the cognitive processes may not leave the thinker’s body.

False: Externalists view the extended mind as a way of carrying out extended consciousness.  If one solves an answer using pen and paper they have extended the borders of consciousness and brought their mind on the paper.  (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology)

5) Two people can share the *exact* same experience.

True: In theory it is possible for two people to share the same experience.  (Lecture notes)

Set 2

Michael Monaghan

March 7, 2012

1.  The Principle of Sufficient Reason is used to provide the reason, cause, and explanation of an event.  

2. Internalists emphasize objective factors only.  

3. Historically, from Plato to contemporary times, most epistemologists have been internalists.  

4. Reliabilism is a type of externalism based on your belief forming mechanisms such as your five senses and memory.

5. One of the advantages of externalism is that it offers a solution to skepticism and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.  

Set 2

Michael Monaghan

March 7, 2012

1.  The Principle of Sufficient Reason is used to provide the reason, cause, and explanation of an event.  

True.  The Principle of Sufficient Reason was created to provide a reason, cause, and explanation without a connection between then.  Though every even has a sufficient cause, there does not have to be a reason for that cause.   (lecture 3/6/12)

2.  Internalists emphasize objective factors only.  

False.  “Internalists emphasize the subjects point of view, his or her actual possession of the reasons or grounds for ones belief, whereas externalists emphasize the objective factor.” (Pojman 135)

3. Historically, from Plato to contemporary times, most epistemologists have been internalists.  

True.  “Historically, from Plato to contemporary times, most epistemologists have been internalists of one sort or another” (Pojman 136)

4. Reliabilism is a type of externalism based on your belief forming mechanisms such as your five senses and memory.  

True.  Reliabilism is “not being able to cite or access your justification, but whether the belief was produced by a reliable process” “(e.g. the five senses) are functioning properly in a suitable context” (Pojman 143)

5.  One of the advantages of externalism is that it offers a solution to skepticism and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.  

True.  “Externalism has several advantages.  It offers a solution to skepticism, dissolves the problems of interdiction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.” (Pojman 145)

Joe Geraci

Theory of Knowledge

3-9-12

SET 2
1. An internalist doesn’t need to be conscious of a belief in order to have knowledge.

2. The externalist relies on the justification of a true belief in order to be said to have knowledge.

3. According to the incorrigibility thesis, if someone is experiencing a sensation then later corrects themselves, this does not violate the theory.

4. “In general philosophical reasoning”, the mind and body since separate, must have necessary connection for knowledge. False - Incorrigibility David Chalmers, 4.1

5. According to Rorty, if someone is experiencing pain and their report is based on their pain, then it is necessary there is a mental and physical connection.

Joe Geraci

Theory of Knowledge

3-9-12

SET 2 Answers

1. An internalist doesn’t need to be conscious of a belief in order to have knowledge.

False: An externalist doesn’t need to be conscious of a belief in order to have knowledge. (p. 145 Pojman)

2. The externalist relies on the justification of a true belief in order to be said to have knowledge.

False: An internalist relies on justification of a true belief in order to be said to have knowledge. (p. 344 Pojman Definition.)

3. According to the incorrigibility thesis, if someone is experiencing a sensation then later corrects themselves, this does not violate the theory.

True: Incorrigibility David Chalmers, 4.1

4. “In general philosophical reasoning”, the mind and body since separate, must have necessary connection for knowledge.

False: The mind and body since separate do not necessarily need to have a connection.  (Incorrigibility David Chalmers, 4.1)

      5. 
According to Rorty, if someone is experiencing pain and their report is based on their pain, then it is necessary their belief is based on mental and physical entities.

False: If someone is experiencing pain and their report is based on their pain,   then their belief consists of only mental entities.

Set 2

Zeeshan Mahmud 

PHIL A165

1. Unlike internalists, reliabilist deny that the cognizer needs to be in an inner state or be able to access the grounds for his or her beliefs.

2. Epistemic responsibility is analogous to moral responsibility.


3. Internalism is a theory of justification and thus justifying reasons not need be true.

4. Incorrigibility thesis is the idea that if some incorrigibly believes a proposition then it is possible to show that the person is mistaken.


5. Infalliblity thesis holds the idea that it is possible one can be mistaken about belief in question.

Set 2 Answers

Zeeshan Mahmud

PHIL A165

1. Unlike internalists, reliabilist deny that the cognizer needs to be in an inner state or be able to access the grounds for his or her beliefs.

True. (Pojman 135)

2. Epistemic responsibility is analogous to moral responsibility.

True. (Pojman 138)


3.  Internalism is a theory of justification and thus justifying reasons not 
     need be true.

     True. (Pojman 137)

4.  Incorrigibility thesis is the idea that if some incorrigibly believes a 
     proposition then it is possible to show that the person is mistaken.

     False. Incorrigibility thesis is the idea that if some incorrigibly believes a 
     proposition then it is impossible to show that the person is mistaken.   
     (Pojman 345)


5.  Infalliblity thesis holds the idea that it is possible one can be mistaken 
     about belief in question.

     False. Infalliblity thesis holds the idea that it is impossible one can be 
     mistaken about belief in question. (Pojman 345)

Natasha Aretz

Dr. Ring

Set 2
1. Every condition that determines a belief’s justification is internal. 

2. Externalists believe that propositional justification, not doxastic justification, is completely determined by one’s bodily states, one’s brain states, one’s mental states, or one’s reflectively accessible states.

3. Internalists believe that knowledge requires justification which is completely determined by one’s internal state or reasoning.

4. Common sense states that in order to identify a pain in body regions, there must also be physical features or conditions present in the body.  

5. The Justification Thesis is the idea that when a subject forms a direct phemonenal belief based on a phenomenal quality, then that belief is prima facie justified by virtue of the subject’s acquaintance with the quality.

Natasha Aretz

Dr. Ring

Set 2 - Answers
1. Every condition that determines a belief’s justification is internal. 

False.  Casual relations are not usually internal. (I-E in Epistemology, 1.b)

2. Externalists believe that propositional justification, not doxastic justification, is completely determined by one’s bodily states, one’s brain states, one’s mental states, or one’s reflectively accessible states.
False.  These are internal states; therefore, this is representative of internalism. (I-E in Epistemology, 1.c)

3. Internalists believe that knowledge requires justification and that justification is completely determined by one’s internal state or reasoning.
True. (I-E in Epistemology, intro)

4. Common sense states that in order to identify a pain in body regions, there must also be physical features or conditions present in the body.  
False.  Common sense states that identifying a pain with any physical feature or condition is not necessary.  One can have E (extreme pain) without PC (physical condition) and vice versa.  Given examples where that of cases such as phantom limb pains, and the use of painkillers. (Pain. 1.1)

5. The Justification Thesis is the idea that when a subject forms a direct phenomenal belief based on a phenomenal quality, then that belief is prima facie justified by virtue of the subject’s acquaintance with the quality.
True. (The Content and Epistemology of Phenomenal Belief. 4.2)
Set 2

Andrew Hoang

March 6, 2012

The Theory of Knowledge

1. The infallibility thesis states that if a person holds a belief, whether it is true or false, then that person’s belief cannot be corrected. (Privacy and the Mental, Bailey 125.) 

2. Most epistemologists, in some way, have held the belief that a person has justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that their certain belief is true. (Pojman 136)

3. There are two prominent reasons for externalism: the argument from the Truth Connection ( which argues that if a belief is objectively true, then justification is not determined by a person’s internal states), and the argument from the radical skeptic (who would argue that people do not have direct access to the external world and so without this access, there is no true internal belief about anything since it is possible that the mental experience isn’t actually occurring externally). (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

4. Internalism is best understood as the thesis that propositional justification is completely determined by one’s mental states. (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

5. To Descartes, thinking just means the process of contemplating various things and ideas.

Set 2 - Answers

Andrew Hoang                                 March 6, 2012                     Theory of Knowledge

1. The infallibility thesis states that if a person holds a belief, whether it is true or false, then that person’s belief cannot be corrected. 

False. This is actually the incorrigibility thesis. (Privacy and the Mental, 
Bailey 125.) 

2. Most epistemologists, in some way, have held the belief that a person has justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that their certain belief is true. 

True. Philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas, Descartes, and John Locke, as well as many others have held this belief, which is called internalism. (Pojman 136)

3. There are two prominent reasons for externalism: the argument from the Truth Connection ( which argues that if a belief is objectively true, then justification is not determined by a person’s internal states), and the argument from the radical skeptic (who would argue that people do not have direct access to the external world and so without this access, there is no true internal belief about anything since it is possible that the mental experience isn’t actually occurring externally).

False. There is a third argument for externalism and that is the argument from ordinary knowledge ascriptions which means that people correctly attribute knowledge to unsophisticated things such as the belief that one has hands.  A belief such as this is true without having to justify this internally. (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

4. Internalism is best understood as the thesis that propositional justification is completely determined by one’s mental states. 

True. (Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

5. To Descartes, thinking just means the process of contemplating various things and ideas.

False. To Descartes, thinking is any mental experience which a person is consciously aware of such as “doubting, affirming, denying, willing, understanding, [or] imagining.”  (“Descartes’ Epistemology” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

Reeve Ghiass

The Theory of Knowledge

David Ring

Set 2

1. Internalism is the view that all the factors that determine propositional justification are either reflectively accessible states or mental states. 

2. One common strategy externalists employ is to emphasize that epistemic justification requires having good reasons for one’s beliefs.

3. A very powerful argument for internalism is that epistemic justification is essentially connected to truth.

4. Internalists typically address the skeptic’s argument by denying that lack of direct access with a fact implies lack of non-inferential knowledge.

5. In literature, the distinction between direct and indirect awareness has frequently been illustrated by noting that direct awareness is inferential.

Reeve Ghiass

The Theory of Knowledge

David Ring

Set 2 Answers

1. Internalism is the view that all the factors that determine propositional justification are either reflectively accessible states or mental states.

True: Internalism holds that propositional justification is completely determined by one’s internal states. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemlology)

2. One common strategy externalists employ is to emphasize that epistemic justification requires having good reasons for one’s beliefs.

False: Externalists don’t believe reason or rationalism is a good cause for justification it is the internalists whom believe rationalism is necessary for epistemic justification. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemlology)

3. A very powerful argument for internalism is that epistemic justification is essentially connected to truth.

False: Internalists believe that epistemic justification is essentially connected to one’s beliefs and rationalism. It is the externalists that argue that epistemic justification is connected to truth. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemlology)

4. Internalists typically address the skeptic’s argument by denying that lack of direct access with a fact implies lack of non-inferential knowledge.

False: Internalists find this kind of argument very difficult to rebut, while externalists eagerly point out that their view can handle the skeptical challenge. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemlology)

5. In literature, the distinction between direct and indirect awareness has frequently been illustrated by noting that direct awareness is inferential.

False: In literature, the distinction between direct and indirect awareness has frequently been illustrated by noting that direct awareness is non-inferential. This is because direct awareness isn’t not formed by reasoning through inference but rather through sensory experience, or empiricism, not rationalism. (Privacy and the Mental)

Trevor Becker
Set 2

1. Your “having reasons” for your belief is generally interpreted as your being able to justify those reasons and use them as premises in arguments. 

2. Internalists believe that the believer must have arrived at his or her beliefs through a process that seeks falsity.  

3. If someone incorrigibly believes some proposition p, it is possible that person to show that he or she is mistaken. 

4. Externalists emphasize the subject’s point of view, his or her actual possession of the reasons or grounds for ones beliefs, whereas internalists emphasize the objective factors: the point of view of an ideal observer, the evidence a fully informed observer would have, whether or not the believer has access to this evidence.  

5. Internalists are typically naturalists holding that whatever is justified or has positive epistemic status is determined by natural properties or processes.  

Set 2 Answers

Trevor Becker                                                                                   Theory of Knowledge
1.  Your “having reasons” for your belief is generally interpreted as your being able to justify those reasons and use them as premises in arguments. 

False:  Pojman states that, he who has reasons for his belief is interpreted as your being able to access those reasons, being able to recall them from memory, to cite them when questioned and to use them as premises in arguments.  (Pojman p. 136)

2.  Internalists believe that the believer must have arrived at his or her beliefs through a process that seeks falsity.  

False:  Internalists argue that the believer must have arrived at his or her beliefs through a process that seeks the truth.  (Pojman p. 137)

3.  If someone incorrigibly believes some proposition p, it is possible that person to show that he or she is mistaken. 

False:  The incorrigibility thesis states that it is logically impossible to be mistaken about things.  The person may be mistaken, but no one can demonstrate it. (Pojman p. 345)

4.  Externalists emphasize the subject’s point of view, his or her actual possession of the reasons or grounds for ones beliefs, whereas internalists emphasize the objective factors: the point of view of an ideal observer, the evidence a fully informed observer would have, whether or not the believer has access to this evidence.  

False:  Internalists emphasize the subject’s point of view whereas +externalists emphasize the objective factors.  (Pojman p. 135)
Javier Cerda

Theory of Knowledge 3/8/12

Set 2 Questions

1. Despite having different titles, the Incorrigibility Thesis and the  Infallibility Thesis mean literally the same thing.

2. The Internalism-Externalism debate could be considered a debate dealing with whether subjectivity or objectivity is most important.

3. The Principle of Sufficient Reasoning is a logical a priori truth and can rationally be used as support for causal connections.

4. The Incorrigibility Thesis is set up in such a way that it holds no limitations.

5. The reason the Principle of Sufficient Reasoning is no longer valid can be attributed to advances in science, and newfound understanding of physics and quantum mechanics.

Javier Cerda

Theory of Knowledge 3/8/12

Set 2 Answers

1. Despite having different titles, the Incorrigibility Thesis and the Infallibility Thesis mean literally the same thing.

False. Though the Incorrigibility Thesis and the Infallibility Thesis are often used interchangeably by some philosophers, they are not exactly the same. Incorrigibility means cannot be corrected, while infallibility means cannot be mistaken. (Dr. Ring’s Lectures)

2. The Internalism-Externalism debate could be considered a debate dealing with whether subjectivity or objectivity is most important.

True. The basic idea of internalism is that justification is determined by factors that are internal to a person (subjectivity), while the idea of externalism supports the need for additional factors that are external to a person for that person to have justification. (http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/  -introductory paragraph)

3. The Principle of Sufficient Reasoning is a logical a priori truth and can rationally be used as support for causal connections.

False. The Principle of Sufficient Reasoning was dismissed by David Hume and other philosophers alike and can no long be used to explain things as being necessarily true. (Dr. Ring’s Lecture)

4. The Incorrigibility Thesis is set up in such a way that it holds no limitations.

False. The thesis “has a number of significant limitations” (4.1), one being that most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs, and therefore corrigible.  (http://consc.net/papers/belief.html -Section 4.1)

5. The reason the Principle of Sufficient Reasoning is no longer valid can be attributed to advances in science, and newfound understanding of physics and quantum mechanics.

True. Because of things like probability distribution, we can see that some events are uncaused.

Jason Clarke 

Phil A165 DRing

SET 2 Questions

1. According to Jack Crumley, The ICT  is fallible because the use of concepts about the external world  bring forth the possibility they could be is applied.

2. Externalists  hold that epistemic status is determined by natural properties.

3. According to George Bailey, the ICT theory of knowledge does not qualify in the reporting of reflective states, in that the misuse of language of these states may or may not convey the true belief of the person who is having the mental state. 
4. Reliabilists deny that access to one’s beliefs is not necessary for justification and  can be sustained by a reliable process.

5. Foundationalism holds that basic truths about the world are the only knowledge and  is a foundation for which all other beliefs can be asserted.

Jason Clarke 

Phil A165 DRing

SET 2 Q&A

1. According to Jack Crumley, The ICT  is fallible because the use of concepts about the external world  bring forth the possibility they could be is applied.

True: (George Bailey; Privacy and the Mental  p 126)

2. Externalists  hold that epistemic status is determined by natural properties.

True: (Pojman, p 135) 

3. According to George Bailey, the ICT theory of knowledge does not qualify in the reporting of reflective states, in that the misuse of language of these states may or may not convey the true belief of the person who is having the mental state. 
True: The ICT theory does not qualify in the reporting a person makes states what the person  intends to report, if the language used is misapplied. (George Bailey; Privacy and the Mental  p 126)

4. Reliabilists deny that access to one’s beliefs is not necessary for justification and  can be sustained by a reliable process.

True: (Pojman  135)

5. Foundationalism holds that basic truths about the world are the only knowledge and  is a foundation for which all other beliefs can be asserted.

False: Foundationalism holds that there are two categories of beliefs. Basic beliefs are foundational and immediately justified with no need no for additional support. While non-basic beliefs can be justified meditatively using basic beliefs. (Pojman 103) 

Set 2

Sara Mukadam

Phil 165 

3/8/2012

1. Propositional justification is basing one’s belief on the good reasons one possesses.
2. One of the types of externalists called the substantive naturalists hold the view that beliefs are justified and yield knowledge when they are connected to what makes them true in the right way, that is, by reliable process or mechanism.

3. The two most common ways of understanding internalism has been to take internal states as either reflectively accessible states or mental states.
4. Externalism claims to defeat some forms of skepticism.

5. Incorrigibility is when it is impossible to show that a person’s belief is mistaken whereas, Infallibility is the idea that it is impossible that a person can be mistaken about his about his or her belief in question. 

Set 2

Sara Mukadam

Phil 165 

3/8/2012

1. Propositional justification is basing one’s belief on the good reasons one possesses.
False: Propositional justification is having good reasons for one’s belief and doxastic justification basing one’s belief on the good reasons one possesses. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology, paragraph 3 http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/)

2. One of the types of externalists called the substantive naturalists hold the view that beliefs are justified and yield knowledge when they are connected to what makes them true in the right way, that is, by reliable process or mechanism.

False: Pojman states in the book that the other main type of externalists called the reliabilists hold this view and substantive naturalists reject the thesis that justification is necessary for knowledge. (Pojman p.135 paragraph 2)

3. The two most common ways of understanding internalism has been to take internal states as either reflectively accessible states or mental states.
True: The two most common ways of understanding internalism has been to take internal states as either reflectively accessible states or mental states. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology, paragraph 10 http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/)

4. Externalism claims to defeat some forms of skepticism.

True: Pojman states in the book that this is true because since knowledge is defined as true beliefs caused in the proper manner, it doesn’t matter whether the subject is able to give an account of their beliefs or is even conscious of those beliefs. (Pojman p. 145 paragraph 3)

5. Incorrigibility is when it is impossible to show that a person’s belief is mistaken whereas, Infallibility is the idea that it is impossible that a person can be mistaken about his about his or her belief in question. 

True. These are the definitions of Incorrigibility and Infallibility. (Pojman glossary p. 345)
Set 2

Warren Thomas

Philosophy 165

3/7/12

1. Descartes maintained that the 2 methods that best guarantee knowledge are intuition and inductive reasoning.

2. Indirect volitionalism, a form of accessibility, requires that the internalist be responsible for actually obtaining the truth.

3.  Normativity, according to reliabilists, pertains to external connections in belief production and maintenance.

4.  According to Chalmers, examples of direct phenomenal beliefs include “having a red experience” or being “in pain”.

5. George Bailey asserts that the belief version of ICT is dependent upon the modified report version of ICT.

Set 2

Warren Thomas

Philosophy 165

3/7/12

1. Descartes maintained that the 2 methods that best guarantee knowledge are intuition and inductive reasoning.


False.  Descartes believed that intuition and deductive reasoning guaranteed knowledge (Pojman p. 100, 4th paragraph).

2. Indirect volitionalism, a form of accessibility, requires that the internalist be responsible for actually obtaining the truth.


False.  Pojman states that internalists are not required to actually obtain the truth, but only required to be “held accountable for the way in which we have acquired our beliefs” (Pojman p. 139, 2nd paragraph). 

3. Normativity, according to reliabilists, pertains to external connections in belief production and maintenance. 


True. (Pojman p. 150, 4th paragraph).

4. According to Chalmers, examples of incorrigible direct phenomenal beliefs include “having a red experience” or being “in pain”.


False. Chalmers states, “these are not direct phenomenal beliefs, and are almost certainly corrigible” (Chalmers 4.1, 5th paragraph).

5. George Bailey asserts that the belief version of ICT is dependent upon the modified report version of ICT.


False. Bailey states “the report version of the incorrigibility thesis is true only if the belief version is” (Bailey p. 127, lines 10-11).

Eric Fujimori

Philosophy A165

Set 2 

1. Internalism is the thesis that doxastic justification is completely determined by one’s internal states.

2. According to Descartes, infallibility and incorrigibility are two separate concepts.

3. The Incorrigibility Thesis holds that all of a person’s beliefs about his current mental conditions cannot be logically corrected.

4. Bailey argues that there are certain mental phenomena in which only one person can be directly aware of.

5. According to the reliabilist form of externalism, what matters is being able to cite or access your justification for a belief.

Eric Fujimori

Philosophy A165

Set 2 

1. Internalism is the thesis that doxastic justification is completely determined by one’s internal states.

False. “Internalism is best understood as the thesis that propositional justification, not doxastic justification, is completely determined by one’s internal states.” They consider doxastic justification to be propositional justification with some causal condition. (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology, section 1c)

2. According to Descartes, infallibility and incorrigibility are two separate concepts.

False. Descartes held the following: If a belief is infallible, then it cannot be false. If a belief is incorrigible, then it cannot be corrected. Therefore it is implied that an infallible belief is also incorrigible. (Lecture)

3. The Incorrigibility Thesis holds that all of a person’s beliefs about his current mental conditions cannot be logically corrected.

False. Only a direct phenomenal belief can be infallible, and therefore incorrigible. A belief such as ‘I am in pain,’ is not a direct phenomenal belief and is therefore corrigible. (Chalmers handout, section 4.1)

4. Bailey argues that there are certain mental phenomena in which only one person can be directly aware of.

True. Bailey does in fact make the argument that, “there are some mental phenomena of which in principle no more than one person can be directly aware.” (Bailey 135)

5. According to the reliabilist form of externalism, what matters is being able to cite or access your justification for a belief.

False. “What matters, according to reliabilism, is not being able to cite or access your justification, but whether the elief was produced (or is sustained) by a reliable process.” (Pojman 143)

Devin VadeBoncoeur

Theory of Knowledge

3-8-12

SET 2

1. Reliabilists and Substantive naturalists are known to be two of the main types of externalists.

2. In most cases that we see, we would consider that most externalists would be also put in the same category as naturalists.

3. In the first form of internalism it holds that a person either does or can have a form of accessto the basis for knowledge or justified belief.

4. According to the incorrigibility theory you can never be corrected be wrong because no one can ever correct what your mental state of mind is.

5. For the incorrigibility of a direct phenomenal belief to be epistemologically significant, a subject must know that it is a non- direct phenomenal belief, or at least be unjustified in so believing. 

Devin VadeBoncoeur

Theory of Knowledge

3-8-12                                                   Set 2 Answers

1. Reliabilists and Substantive naturalists are known to be two of the main types of externalists.

True, according to “what Can We Know” in chapter eight, page 135 the author states that “actually there are two main types of externalists: reliabilists and substantive naturalists.”

2. In most cases that we see, we would consider that most externalists would be also put in the same category as naturalists.

True. “Externalists are typically naturalists holding that whatever is justified or has positive epistemic status is determined by natural properties or processes.” (Pojman 135).

3. In the first form of internalism it holds that a person either does or can have a form of accessto the basis for knowledge or justified belief.

True. “Internalism in the first instance is a thesis about the basis of either knowledge or justified belief. This first form of internalism holds that a person either does or can have a form of accessto the basis for knowledge or justified belief”(http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/justep-intext/).  

4. According to the incorrigibility theory you can never be corrected be wrong because no one can ever correct what your mental state of mind is.

False, incorrigibility theory states that you ight be wrong but no one knows that your wrong so you can’t be corrected.” (notes from class).

5. For the incorrigibility of a direct phenomenal belief to be epistemologically significant, a subject must know that it is a non- direct phenomenal belief, or at least be unjustified in so believing. 

False, “for the incorrigibility of a direct phenomenal belief to be epistemologicall ignificant, a subject must know that it is a direct phenomenal belief, or at least be justified in so believing; or a subject must be capable of so knowing on reflection; or direct phenomenal beliefs must be cognitively or phenomenologically distinctive as a class relative to nondirect phenomenal beliefs” (Chambers 4.1). 
Kaitlyn Senese

Theory of Knowledge

03/05/2012

Set 2

1.      The two types of internalist are reliabilist and substantive naturalists.

2.      According to the internalist view, a person has justified true.

believe if the evidence is internally available.

3.      According to reliabilist, we don’t have to know or access the grounds for our beliefs in order to have knowledge.

4.      According to the Privacy and the Mental by George Bailey, The thesis that some of a person’s belief are incorrigible, is to say that a belief can logically be corrected.

5.      According to Descartes a belief cannot be justified on the basis of memory, emotion or perception.

Kaitlyn Senese

Theory of Knowledge

03/05/2012

                    Set 2 Answers

1.      The two types of internalist are reliabilist and substantive naturalists

False:  “There are two main types of externalists: reliabilist and substantive naturalist.(Pojman, 135)

2.      According to the internalist view, a person has a justified belief if the evidence is internally available.

True: “A person has a justified true belief only if the person has reflective access that the belief is true…such examples make it reasonable to conclude that there is epistemic justification for a belief only where the person has cognitive access to the evidence that supports the truth of the belief. Justifying evidence must be internally available.” (Pojman, p 136)

3.      According to reliabilist, we don’t have to know or access the grounds for our beliefs in order to have knowledge.

True: “Reliabilist argue that we don’t have to know or have access to the grounds for our beliefs in order to have knowledge.” (Pojman, p143-144)

4.      According to the Privacy and the Mental by George Bailey, The thesis that some of a person’s belief are incorrigible, is to say that a belief can logically be corrected.
False: I have introduced the incorrigibility thesis as the thesis that some of a person’s belief about his current mental condition (logically) cannot be corrected.  (Bailey, p 127)

5.      According to Descartes, a belief cannot be justified on the basis of memory, emotion or perception. 

False: The belief may be justified on the basis of a perception, memory report, emotion, testimony, or inference from a set of other beliefs…Descartes held that our basic beliefs had to be infallible. (Pojman, p 137) & (study guide handout under Descartes and Internalism) http://www.quia.com/files/quia/users/dring/Philosophy_165_Study_Guide_Spring_2009.doc

Set #2 

Theory of Knowledge

Alex Gabler

1.  Externalists believe justification depends on factors solely external to the person.

2.  According to epistemologists, “internal” is easily defined as being inside the body.

3.  Externals hold doxastic justification is necessary.

4.  Chalmer believes that nonconceptual experiences cannot justify beliefs.

5.  Descartes definition of knowledge requires defeasibility.

Set #2 

Theory of Knowledge

Alex Gabler

1.  Externalists believe justification depends on factors solely external to the person.


False.  According to the internet encyclopedia of philosophy externalists “assert that justification depends on additional factors that are external to a person”.  This implies they agree some justification must come from within.  http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/#SH1c
2.  According to epistemologists, “internal” is easily defined as being inside the body.

False.  The definition of what is internal is still being discussed to this day.  Look at “the meaning of internal” on the IEP.

http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/#SH1c
3.  Externalists hold doxastic justification is necessary for knowledge.

False. Internalists believe doxastic is a base and necessary for knowledge.  “Taking stock” under IEP.

http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/#SH1c
4.  Chalmer believes that nonconceptual experiences cannot justify beliefs.

False.  He does not believe this.  This is the third part of Sellar’s justification dilemma and the part Chalmer refutes in the paragraphs after.  He says “inference and causation do not exhaust the possible justifying relations between nonconceptual experiences and beliefs.”

5.  Descartes definition of knowledge requires defeasibility.

False. Descartes wants knowledge to be unable to be shaken, or be held without doubt meaning he holds knowledge to indefeasibility, or that knowledge cannot be destroyed.

