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Set 2 True/False

1. In internalism, those who give good reasons or show their evidence are justified, even if they are not right.

2. Externalism dissolves the problems of induction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge, but does not offer a solution to skepticism.

3. One being aware of something is an internalist.

4. According to the incorrigibility thesis, an indirect phenomenal belief can be true.

5. The incorrigibility thesis is nontrivial.

Cole Hungerle

Philosophy 165

Mr. Ring

Set 2 Answers

1.
In internalism, those who give good reasons or show their evidence are justified, even if they  are not right.

True. By introspection we can discover not only what we believe, but why we   
believe it (Pojman, p.136-137).

2. Externalism dissolves the problems of induction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge, but does not offer a solution to skepticism.

False. Externalism has several advantages. It offers a solution to skepticism and 
claims to defeat some forms of skepticism (Pojman, p.145).

3. One being aware of something is an internalist.

True. (notes)

4. According to the incorrigibility thesis, an indirect phenomenal belief can be true.

False. A direct phenomenal belief can be true (Objections to Incorrigibility by Jack 
Chalmers, 4.1).

5. The incorrigibility thesis is nontrivial.

False. “The incorrigibility thesis articulated here has a number of limitations, but it 
nevertheless applies to a significant class of nontrivial phenomenal 
beliefs” (Jack Chalmers).

Adham Elgharib

Epistemology Philo 165

Set 2

1.  Internalists hold that a person can have justification without any reflective access for a belief to be true.

2.  Internalists, such as BonJour, believe that justification is something to be sought and valued.

3.  Reliabalists hold that what matters most being able to cite and access your justification and that you can give a correct account of your reason for belief.

4.  Reliabalists state that it is not necessary to state the justification as to why they believe in other minds in order to be justified in that belief.

5.  According to Chalmers, the only limitation to his incorrigibility thesis are that subjects are not incorrigible about whether they are having a direct phenomenal belief.

Adham Elgharib

Epistemology Philo 165

Set 2 Answers

1.   Internalists hold that a person can have justification without any reflective access for a belief to be true.

False.  Internalists have two main conditions when it comes to justification, accesibility and responsibility.  Conee and Feldman actually state “A person has a justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that the belief is true,” (Pojman, p. /136 para. 2).

2.  Internalists, such as BonJour, believe that justification is something to be sought and valued.

True.  Responsibility is a main condition associated with internalism, and if evidence has not been obtained by a truth-seeking disposition, you cannot be justified in your belief.  BonJour answers why responsibility is important by stating “to accept a belief in the absence of such a good reason... is to neglect the pursuit of truth; such acceptance is epistemically irresponsible...  being epistemically responsible in one’s believings is the core notion of epistemic justification.”  (Pojman, p. 138 para. 3).

3. Reliabalists hold that what matters most being able to cite and access your justification and that you can give a correct account of your reason for belief.

False.  Reliabalists hold that what matters more is “whether the belief was produced (or sustained) by a reliable process... [and] whether your belief forming mechanisms are functioning properly in a suitable context.”  (Pojman, p. 142 para. 2). 

4.  Reliabalists state that it is not necessary to state the justification as to why they believe in other minds in order to be justified in that belief.

True.  A reliabalist believes that there are natural belief-forming mechanisms innate in us and to have self-evident beliefs we don’t need any more justification than that.  “As long as the belief was caused by a reliable process, I am justified.  I know that there are other minds.”  (Pojman, p. 146, para. 4).

5.  According to Chalmers, the only limitation to his incorrigibility thesis are that subjects are not incorrigible about whether they are having a direct phenomenal belief.

False.  Chalmers admits there are several limitations to his incorrigibility thesis, including “that most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs, so most phenomenal beliefs are still corrigible,” and that “a direct phenomenal concept is applied to a quality (or an experience) other than the one that constituted it,” making a lot of room for corrigibility and the possibility of falsehood (http://consc.net/papers/belief.html sec. 4.1, para. 4-5).

Etianne Manetta

Professor Ring

Set 2: True or False QUESTIONS

1.  Because Internalism is a theory of justification, the justifying reasons for having a specific belief must be true.

2.  According to Reliabilists, we cannot know that other minds exist.  

3.  The Causal Theory of Knowledge is an Internalist approach.  

4.  According to Churchland in Matter and Consciousness, self-consciousness if just a species of self-perception.  Self-perception refers to, for example, the perception of one’s foot with ones eyes.

5.  According to Descartes, we cannot feel pain when we don’t have a (tangible, extensional) body

Etianne Manetta

Professor Ring

Set 2: True or False ANSWERS

1.  Because internalism is a theory of justification, the justifying reasons for having a specific belief must be true.

     False.  Contemporary Internalists require only that [our basic beliefs] be the best reasons available to us.  Because internalism is, first of all, a theory of justification, the justifying reasons need NOT be true.  They need only be based one the best evidence available.  (Pojman p. 137, para. 2)

2.  According to Reliabilists, we cannot know that other minds exist.

     False.  We know that other minds exist, even though we cant give good arguments for that knowledge (Pojman p. 144, para. 1).  What counts [for Reliabilists] is not whether you can give the correct account of your reasons or belief, but whether the belief forming mechanisms are functioning properly in a suitable context (Pojman p. 143, para. 2)

3.  The Causal Theory of Knowledge is an Internalist approach.  

     False.  The Causal Theory of Knowledge is an externalist approach (Lecture 02/26).  Goldman offered the hypothesis that the justification of a belief depends on the way it was caused…for someone to know something there must be proper causal connections between evidence and belief (Pojman p. 86, para. 1)

4.  According to Churchland in Matter and Consciousness, self-consciousness is just a species of self-perception.  Self-perception refers to, for example, the perception of one’s foot with ones eyes.

     False.  In summary, self-consciousness, on this view, is just a species of perception: self-perception.  It is NOT the perception of one’s foot with one’s eyes, for example, but rather, the perception of one’s internal states with what we may call (largely in ignorance) one’s faculty of introspection (Churchland p. 74, para. 2)

5.  According to Descartes, we cannot feel pain when we don’t have a (tangible, extensional) body.  

     False.  We can feel pain even when we don’t have a (tangible, extensional) body because seeming to have pain is equivalent to having pain, according to Descartes.  This concept is illustrated by the example of, can we stub our toe in heaven? Yes. (Lecture 02/28)

Loc Hinh

Set #2

1.  According to Pojman, for an Internalist to have a justified belief, they must have satisfied the accessibility and responsibility condition. That is, to have an acceptable reason which can be recalled when needed and a duty to strive toward the truth.

2.  Reliabilists, a particular version of Externalism, do not care about your belief-forming method, but how to recall the whole belief.

3.  According to David Chalmers in the Quia 14 reading, he argues that the Incorrigibility Thesis have very significant limitations. One limitation is that most phenomenal beliefs are direct phenomenal beliefs and can be corrected.

4.  In the Quia 13 reading, George Bailey says that for incorrigible reports, the misuse of language must be ruled out. This makes the report version of the incorrigibility thesis true if the report is true.

5.  Reliabilism stands strong against the evil genius argument. The case where the entire world is fabricated from very similar qualities of that of the real world remain true, as long as the sensory information received is true for that fabricated world. 

Loc Hinh

Set #2 - Answers

1.  According to Pojman, for an Internalist to have a justified belief, they must have satisfied the accessibility and responsibility condition. That is, to have an acceptable reason which can be recalled when needed and a duty to strive toward the truth.

     True.  Pojman mentions that Internalism is a theory to justification. Justification has two conditions which must be met before a belief is justified; they are accessibility and responsibility.  (Pojman, p. 137-138)

2.  Reliabilists, a particular version of Externalism, do not care about your belief-forming method, but how to recall the whole belief.

     False.  Pojman says that to a Reliabilist, the method to forming your belief is more important than whether or not you can recall the whole. One of his examples include using a theorem in math and not remembering how the proof looks.  (Pojman, p. 143-144)

3.  According to David Chalmers in the Quia 14 reading, he argues that the Incorrigibility Thesis have very significant limitations. One limitation is that most phenomenal beliefs are direct phenomenal beliefs and can be corrected.

     False.  Chalmers says that “…most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs, so most phenomenal beliefs are still corrigible.”          (Q14, sec. 4 par. 4)

4.  In the Quia 13 reading, George Bailey says that for incorrigible reports, the misuse of language must be ruled out. This makes the report version of the incorrigibility thesis true if the report is true.

     True.  By making mistakes while reporting your belief, it could be said that you are wrong about your belief. An example Bailey uses is that “… a person might utter the words ‘I feel deprived’ when intending to express his belief that he felt depressed.”  (George Bailey; Privacy and the Mental, p. 126)

5.  Reliabilism stands strong against the evil genius argument. The case where the entire world is fabricated from very similar qualities of that of the real world remain true, as long as the sensory information received is true for that fabricated world. 

     False.  Because the world is created by the evil genius, every perceptual belief is false. This renders the perceptual belief-forming process unreliable, and is actually a counter-example to Reliabilism.  (http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/reliabilism/#ProForEarProRel, sec. 3 par. 2)

Philosophy A165,  Dr.  David C.  Ring

Nevin Draman  

14 March 2013

SET 2

1.  Descartes manifests that as one can never be sure that he is not tricked by the evil genius through the sensational presentations, perceiving can have nothing to do with thinking that is the only thing he proves to be existing. 

2.  According to incorrigibility thesis, if a person reports or believes that he is in a particular mental state then no other person can say that he is mistaken.

3.  According to Descartes, there is no difference between a person seeing a tree and a person who is seeming to see a tree, as both of them are regarded as seeing the tree. 

4.  There is a significant difference between merely having good reasons for one’s belief and basing one’s belief on those reasons.

5.  Pains are private to the people feeling them and no one else can epistemically access one's pain in the way the owner of the pain feels it. This fact is a big support of incorrigibility thesis.

Philosophy A165,  Dr.  David C.  Ring       Nevin Draman     14 March 2013

SET 2 - Answers

1.  Descartes manifests that as one can never be sure that he is not tricked by the evil genius through the sensational presentations, perceiving can have nothing to do with thinking that is the only thing he proves to be existing. 

False.  Descartes mentions that  ‘‘At all events it is certain that I seem to see light, hear a noise, and feel heat; this cannot be false, and this is what in me is properly called perceiving (sentire), which is nothing else than thinking..’’  (Descartes, Meditation 2, par. 9)

2.  According to incorrigibility thesis, if a person reports or believes that he is in a particular mental state then no other person can say that he is mistaken in any way.

False.  No other person can say that, that person is mistaken about his belief about the particular state he is in but another person can say that, that person is mistaken about his reporting of the mental state: e.g. because of lack of proper language skills or because of the social or psychological circumstances effecting his reporting. 

3.  According to Descartes, there is no difference between a person seeing a tree and a person who is seeming to see a tree, as both of them are regarded as seeing the tree. 

False.  According to Descartes, there is no difference in between not because they both are regarded as seeing the tree but they are both having a visual tree experience. (Class notes)

4.  There is a significant difference between merely having good reasons for one’s belief and basing one’s belief on those reasons.

True.  Epistemologists refer to this distinction as that between justification and well-foundedness  (‘Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology’ paper)   

5.  Pains are private to the people feeling them and no one else can epistemically access one's pain in the way the owner of the pain feels it. This fact supports the  incorrigibility thesis.

False.  Since the ‘unfelt pains’ are discovered, pain facts undermine the incorrigibility thesis. 

Stephanie Estrada

Philosophy 165

Set 2

1.  Descartes is an externalist. 

2.  It is impossible to ever be mistaken about any of your own mental states (about your emotions).

3.  David Chalmers believes that first-person beliefs about phenomenal states are incorrigible, or infallible, in that they cannot be false.

4.  Churchland states that self-consciousness is perception. The perception of being able to connect one’s foot with one’s eyes. 

5.  Strong foundationalist believe that we have infallible access to the contents of our own mind. We cannot be mistaken about what one is thinking about, sensing, desiring, and wishing.

Stephanie Estrada

Philosophy 165

Set 2 - Answers

1.  Descartes is an externalist.

False.  Descartes is an internalist. Descartes believed in justified true belief. “Internalist theories hold that justification depends on the reasons one possesses for one’s belief.” (Pojman, p. 158)

2.  It is impossible to ever be mistaken about any of your own mental states (about your emotions).

True.  You cannot be mistaken about the context of your occurrent mental experience. I see a tree is translated to I seem to see the tree. (Class Notes 3/4)

3.  David Chalmers believes that first-person beliefs about phenomenal states are incorrigible, or infallible, in that they cannot be false.

True.  “Incorrigibility Thesis: A direct phenomenal belief cannot be false. (Chalmer, 4.0)”

4.  Churchland states that self-consciousness is perception. The perception of being able to connect one’s foot with one’s eyes. 

False.  Churchland states that self-consciousness, is just a species of perception: self-perception. It is not perception of one’s foot with one’s eyes, for example, but is rather the perception of one’s internal states with what we may call one’s faculty of interception. It is directed internally rather than externally.” (Churchland, p. 74) 

5.  Strong foundationalist believe that we have infallible access to the contents of our own mind. We cannot be mistaken about what one is thinking about, sensing, desiring, and wishing.

True.  Foundationalist believe you can’t possibly be wrong and that believes about the contents of your own mind are infallibly justified. (Chambers, p. 107)

Don Nguyen

Set 2

1.  a posteriori states something is independent on experience for determining its truth or falsity. 

2.  Introduced in Descartes first mediation, The Method of doubt is to guarantee the foundations for epistemology are error free and not possible for something to be false, that is must true.

3.  You cannot be mistaken about the content of your occurrent mental experience.

4.  According to George bailey, someone reporting that he is in pain, he states his proposition that he is in pain, are not relative distinct as the issue of incorrigibility. The relative distinction between his report and what he intends to report. A person’s beliefs about his/her mental logical condition can be corrected. 

5.  The awareness of suffering states that if you are in pain, you are aware of the pain, pain is an experience, and therefore you must exist.

Don Nguyen

Set 2

1.  a posteriori states something is independent on experience for determining its truth or falsity. 

     False.  A prior claim is independent on experience, and posteriori is dependent on experience.  (Dr. Ring lectures)

2.  Introduced in Descartes first mediation, The Method of doubt is to guarantee the foundations for epistemology are error free and not possible for something to be false, that is must true.

     True.  According to Descartes, His first mediation states that “to demolish everything completely and start again right from the foundations” (AT 7:17, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/descartes-epistemology/#2.2). 

3.  You cannot be mistaken about the content of your occurrent mental experience.

     True.  An answer to the critics and anything that is occurring proves that it also currently existing.  (Dr. Ring lectures)

4.  According to George bailey, someone reporting that he is in pain, he states his proposition that he is in pain, are not relative distinct as the issue of incorrigibility. The relative distinction between his report and what he intends to report. A person’s beliefs about his/her mental logical condition can be corrected. 

     False.  According to given by Alston, he states that “each person is so related to proposition ascribing current mental states himself that it is logically impossible both for him to believe that such proposition is true and for someone else to show that the proposition is false” (Privacy and the mental,  P 126).

5.  The awareness of suffering states that if you are in pain, you are aware of the pain, and therefore you must exist

     True.  Philosopher determined that if pains are experiences, they cannot exist without being the state of someone's mind.   Mental states or events  are mind-dependent.  (http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/pain/#appearance). 

Greg Jimenez

Theory of Knowledge
Set 2 Questions

1.  Internalists claim that every condition that determines a belief’s justification is internal, but causal relations are typically internal.

2.  The belief that the President is sitting next to me in class is justified knowledge even though this fact isn’t accessible to someone not in the class.

3.  A good thermometer has a reading of 69 degrees. The actual temperature in the room is 71 degrees. Are you justified in believing the temperature in the room is 69 degrees?.

4.  Many externalists, by contrast, claim that justification is necessary for knowledge and that the notion of justification may be explicated by the concepts of consistency, implication, and coherence.

5.  Propositional justification is completely determined my ones internal state.

Greg Jimenez

Theory of Knowledge
Set 2 Answers

1.  Internalists claim that every condition that determines a belief’s justification is internal, but causal relations are typically internal.

False. Internalists do claim conditions determine belief’s justification internal, but casual relations are typically NOT internal. Since basing one’s belief on reasons is a causal relation between one’s belief and one’s reasons, internalists should not claim that every factor that determines doxastic justification is internal. (I-E Debate Section 1 B. pp. 2)

2.  The belief that the President is sitting next to me in class is justified knowledge even though this fact isn’t accessible to someone not in the class. 

True. According to the externalism belief, I am justified in believing the contrary because I have a dependent relationship to my surroundings. (I-E Debate Section 1 D)

3.  A good thermometer has a reading of 69 degrees. The actual temperature in the room is 71 degrees. Are you justified in believing the temperature in the room is 69 degrees?. 

True. If you read the thermometer and you believe the thermometer is accurate, doesn’t mean the actual temperature in the room coincides with the reading on the thermometer. (I-E Debate Section 4 A)

4.  Many externalists, by contrast, claim that justification is necessary for knowledge and that the notion of justification may be explicated by the concepts of consistency, implication, and coherence.

False. Internalists claim that justification is necessary for knowledge and the notion of justification may be explicated by the concepts of consistency, implication, and coherence. (I-E Debate Section 1 A)

5.  Propositional justification is completely determined my ones internal state. 

False. Internalism is best understood as the thesis that propositional justification, not doxastic justification, is completely determined by one’s internal states. (I-E Debate Section 1 C)

Alex Durán

Phil A165

Set 2

1.  Descartes’ incorrigibility thesis holds that one can’t be mistaken about their awareness.

2.  David Chalmers argues for a conception of the incorrigibility thesis can be applied broadly to recognition of pre-existing phenomenological concepts.

3.  Churchland argues that brains were selected for, because they gave individuals a reproductive advantage as a result of their knowledge and control of the internal world.

4.  Externalism holds that one must have cognitive access to the justifying evidence, for a belief to be true. 

5.  Crumley argues that having a belief involves a descriptive component, so it risks misuse or misapplication as a result.

Alex Durán

Phil A165

Set 2 Answers

1.  Descartes’ incorrigibility thesis holds that one can’t be mistaken about their awareness.

True.  Descartes argues that one can’t be mistaken about mind experience, because that experience constitutes thinking or awareness, which Descartes holds as the one foundational belief that can be established.  “In truth, I see light, hear a noise, and feel heat.  But it will be said that these presentations are false, and that I am dreaming.  Let it be so.  At all events it is certain that I seem to see light, hear a noise, and feel heat; this cannot be false, and this is what in me is properly called perceiving, which is nothing else than thinking” (Meditation Two, para. 9).

2.  David Chalmers argues for a conception of the incorrigibility thesis can be applied broadly to recognition of pre-existing phenomenological concepts.

False.  Chalmers defines his incorrigibility thesis as, “A direct phenomenal belief cannot be false.”  Chalmers then argues for a very narrow conception of the incorrigibility thesis, in which only the first time one approaches a phenomenological concept can one be said to be infallible in the content of that experience.  If a pre-existing phenomenological concept is being applied, then the belief about that experience can be false. (Chalmers 4.1 par. 2)

3.  Churchland argues that brains were selected for, because they gave individuals a reproductive advantage as a result of their knowledge and control of the internal realm.

False.  Churchland argues that brains were selected for primarily because the knowledge and control the give the individual over the external world.  As a result, individuals with more fully developed brains were able to survive and reproduce more.  Churchland says, “the capacity for self-knowledge could be conceivably selected for as the incidental concomitant for capacity for knowledge generally” (Churchland p. 76)

4.  Externalism holds that one must have cognitive access to the justifying evidence, for a belief to be true.

False.  Internalism holds that one must have cognitive access to the justifying evidence for a belief to be true.  Pojman quotes Connee and Feldman when they write, “A person has a justified belief only if the person has reflective access to the evidence that the belief is true” (Pojman p. 136)

5.  Crumley argues that having a belief involves both recognition and description, so it risks misuse or misapplication as a result of false description.

True.  In his critique of the incorrigibility thesis proposed by strong foundationalists for basic beliefs, Crumley argues that the separation of the recognition and description as components associated with basic beliefs is misled.  Recognition and description are necessarily tied to each other.  A mistaken description then is mistaken recognition, allowing for fallibility.

Julian Baez

Dr. Ring

Epistemology

March 14, 2013

Set 2

1. Contrary to mentalism, accessiblism includes the idea that accessibility to one’s mental states is advantageous in proving that one has propositional justification for a belief, but is not necessary.

2. Externalism is based on the connection between one’s personal beliefs and the real things and situations existing in the world outside of oneself.

3. Goldman strongly justified internalism over externalism because of the idea that internalism has specific internalist conditions that allow for direct, logical access to the truth.

4. According to Dr. Ring, a mistake can occur in relation to a belief when that specific belief considers the idea that whatever is in question has properties different than the properties that are actually associated with that thing in the real world.

5. Based on the class lecture, the possibility of being wrong cannot exist if the theory in question is based on a pre-existing concept, for pre-existing concepts are well-founded and have already been tested prior to the creation of that theory.

Julian Baez    Dr. Ring    Epistemology     March 14, 2013

Set 2 - Answers

1. Contrary to mentalism, accessiblism includes the idea that accessibility to one’s mental states is advantageous in proving that one has propositional justification for a belief, but is not necessary.

False: Accessibililism does require that one must have access to one’s mental states if one is to truly have propositional justification for a belief, whereas mentalism includes the idea that “non-reflectively accessible” mental states can still prove that one has propositional justification (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology)

2. Externalism is based on the connection between one’s personal beliefs and the real things and situations existing in the world outside of oneself.

True. Externalism is based upon the idea that there is a relationship between a person’s beliefs and “the environment matter to a belief’s justification” (Internalism and Externalism in Epistemology). This means that if one believes that something exists because that thing actually exists, as proposed in the “tiger in the grass” example, then one is well supported in having propositional justification for one’s belief.

3. Goldman strongly justified internalism over externalism because of the idea that internalism has specific internalist conditions that allow for direct, logical access to the truth.

False. Goldman actually argues against internalism because he believes that some of its conditions and constraints contradict each other, respectively. He argues that if there are certain interalist conditions that exist, and that one constraint of this theory is that the correctness of these conditions is dependent on their ability to lead to the truth majority of the time, then the correctness of this procedure cannot be considered reliable since the quality of this ability is not reflectively accessible.

4. According to Dr. Ring, a mistake can occur in relation to a belief when that specific belief considers the idea that whatever is in question has properties different than the properties that are actually associated with that thing in the real world.

False. According to the lecture, the possibility of a mistake is defined by the idea that one’s belief asserts, rather than merely considering or proposing, that whatever is in question has different properties than those of the actual thing itself.

5. Based on the class lecture, the possibility of being wrong cannot exist if the theory in question is based on a pre-existing concept, for pre-existing concepts are well-founded and have already been tested prior to the creation of that theory.

False. The possibility of being wrong is guaranteed to exist when a theory is based on a pre-existing concept. The pre-existing concept is potentially false, which taints the current theory since it is based off this potentially incorrect idea.

Stephan Nissen

Dr. Ring 

Epistemology 165

Set 2 

1.
According to Pojman, internalists can have a justified belief if they have justifying evidence available.

2.
Externalists argued that labels such as “weak” and “strong” were bias to the two types of justification, so the substituted “strong” and “weak” for “objective” and “subjective”.

3.
According to Pojman, a reliable belief, for reliabilism, has to be at least 95 percent reliable.

4.
According to Pojman, animal knowledge depends on reliability and the truth of what is believed. It is wholly internalist.

5.
Since Plato to the most current epistemologists, most of which have been internalists.

Stephan Nissen

Dr. Ring 

Epistemology 165

Set 2 Answers

1.
According to Pojman, internalists can have a justified belief if they have justifying evidence available.

False.  “A person has a justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that the belief is true.” (Pojman P.  136)

2.
Externalists argued that labels such as “weak” and “strong” were bias to the two types of justification, so the substituted “strong” and “weak” for “objective” and “subjective”.

False.  The externalists didn’t argue this, it was the internalists.  (Pojman p.  155)

3.
According to Pojman, a reliable belief, for reliabilism, has to be at least 95 percent reliable.

False.  “What counts as a reliable belief-forming mechanism is vague.” Thus putting a set percentage on what constitutes a reliable belief near impossible.  (Pojman P.  147)

4.
According to Pojman, animal knowledge depends on reliability and the truth of what is believed. It is wholly internalist.

False.  Pojman states that it is the externalist view and not the internalist.     (Pojman p.  156)

5.
Since Plato to the most current epistemologists, most of which have been internalists.

True.  In Pojman states and shows evidence of this by listing numerous epistemologists from Descartes to Richard Feldman.  (Pojman p.  136)

Vivian Nguyen 

Theory of Knowledge

Spring 2013 Semester

March 12, 2013

Set #2 True/False Questions

1.
According to the correspondence theory of truth, a belief is true if and only if it corresponds to how the universe currently exists.

2.
According to Paul Churchland on the traditional view, introspection is fundamentally the same from any form of external perception.

3.
The definition of the term infallible is that it is absolutely possible that one can be mistaken about the belief in question. 

4.
According to Professor Ring’s lecture, pain exists because it contributes to survival. 

5.
An argument against the traditional view and the incorrigibility thesis states that there is a way in our thinking that we can be mistaken, a reason being because of ignorance. 

Vivian Nguyen    Theory of Knowledge   Spring 2013 Semester   March 12, 2013

Set #2 True/False Answers

1.
According to the correspondence theory of truth, a belief is true if and only if it corresponds to how the universe currently exists.

True.  According to the correspondence theory of truth, a belief is true if and only if it corresponds to how the universe currently exists.  Furthermore, if reality is not some particular way independently of your mental state, then it cannot be mistaken about that reality.  (Professor Ring’s lecture)

2.
According to Paul Churchland on the traditional view, introspection is fundamentally the same from any form of external perception.

False.  “Introspection, it has been argued, is fundamentally different from any form of external perception.  Our perception of the external world is always mediated by sensations or impressions of some kind, and the external world is thus known only indirectly and problematically.”  (Churchland 75)

3.
The definition of the term infallible is that it is absolutely possible that one can be mistaken about the belief in question. 

False.  The term infallible is defined as “The idea that it is impossible that one can be mistaken about the belief in question, either because the belief is self-evidently true or logically necessary.”  (Pojman 345)

4.
According to Professor Ring’s lecture, pain exists because it contributes to survival. 

True.  “Why does pain exist?  Pain exists because it contributes to survival.”  (Professor Ring’s lecture and class participation)

5.
An argument against the traditional view and the incorrigibility thesis states that there is a way in our thinking that we can be mistaken, a reason being because of ignorance. 

True.  “But this commits an elementary fallacy: it is an argument from ignorance.  There may well be ways in which error is possible, despite our ignorance of them.  Indeed perhaps we are unaware of them precisely because we understand so little about the hidden mechanisms of introspection.”  (Churchland 76)

Josue Sanchez

The Theory of Knowledge

Dr. David Ring

March 14th, 2013

Set 2 Questions

1.  In his second meditation Descartes says that it cannot be false that he is “seeing light, hearing a noise, and feeling heat” because even in his dream he is perceiving those experiences. 

2. 
In The Content and Epistemology of Phenomenal Belief, Chambers states that most phenomenal beliefs are direct phenomenal beliefs therefore most phenomenal beliefs are incorrigible.

3.  The possibility of error will always exist if when recognizing one must use pre-existing concept.

4.  Churchland believes that with introspection our knowledge is not immediate and indirect therefore one can be a victim of a false impression, or a misleading sensation.

5.  Because externalism is a theory of justification, “the justifying reasons need not be true.  They need only be based on the best of evidence available.” 

Josue Sanchez   The Theory of Knowledge   Dr. David Ring   March 14th, 2013

Set 2 Answers

1.  In his second meditation Descartes says that it cannot be false that he is “seeing light, hearing a noise, and feeling heat” because even in his dream he is perceiving those experiences. 

     False.  Descartes actually says “it is certain that I seem to see light, hear a noise, and feel heat.”  The vital word “seem” is what makes the difference because Descartes point is that the seeming of experiencing cannot be false because even if object is removed one can still hold the truth that the seeming to be experiencing is still remains (Descartes’ Second Meditation Paragraph 9).

2. 
In the “Content and Epistemology of Phenomenal Belief,” Chambers states that most phenomenal beliefs are direct phenomenal beliefs therefore most phenomenal beliefs are incorrigible.

     False.  Chambers says quite the opposite “most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs, so most phenomenal beliefs are still corrigible” due to the fact that they are based on pre-existing concepts ( Chambers “The Content and Epistemology of Phenomenal Belief Section” 4.1).

3.  The possibility of error will always exist if when recognizing one must use pre-existing concept.

     True. There will always be a possibility of error if during recognition one uses pre-existing concepts due to the fact that these pre-existing concepts require certain conditions to be met for proper application of the concept. (Lecture notes on Crumley.

4.  Churchland believes that with introspection our knowledge is not immediate and indirect therefore one can be a victim of a false impression, or a misleading sensation.

     False. Due to the fact that Churchland actually believes that with introspection “knowledge is immediate and direct” thus one cannot “be a victim of a false impression, or misleading sensation” (Churchland The Epistemological Problem p. 75). 

5.  Because externalism is a theory of justification, “the justifying reasons need not be true.  They need only be based on the best of evidence available.” False.Internalism is the theory that holds that “those who give good reasons or show their evidence are justified, even if they are not right” (Sober p. 136).

Connor Bell

Theory of Knowledge

13 March 2013

Set 2

1.     According to Churchland, one cannot be the victim of false impression.

2.     A belief can be true whether or not it corresponds with reality.

3.     Descartes would agree that whether a tree exists or not, one can still be seeming to see a tree.

4.     According to Crumely, beliefs arrived at via introspection , that may have also been arrived at by inference are still true.

5.     Internalism stresses having reasons for one's beliefs that ground or justify those beliefs.

Connor Bell

Theory of Knowledge

13 March 2013

Set 2

1.     According to Churchland, one cannot be the victim of false impression.

True: Our knowledge is immediate and direct: "The mind is transparent to itself, and things in the mind are, necessarily, exactly what they 'seem' to be" (Paul Churchland, Matter of Consciousness, p 75).

2.     A belief can be true whether or not it corresponds with reality.

False: Correspondence theory of truth: A belief is true and only if it corresponds to how the universe currently exists (lecture notes).

3.     Descartes would agree that whether a tree exists or not, one can still be seeming to see a tree.

True: Either by Hallucination, dreaming, etc., one can be engaged in a visual tree experience and seem to see what is not actually there (lecture notes).

4.     According to Crumely, beliefs arrived at via introspection , that may have also been arrived at by inference are still true.

False: "The inference may be based on mistaken or false premises or, indeed, be merely a faulty inference.

5.     Internalism stresses having reasons for one's beliefs that ground or justify those beliefs.

True: Two internalists, Earl Conee and Richard Feldman, state, "A person has a justified belief only if the person has reflective access to evidence that the belief is true" (Pojman p 136).

[(Felipe,  Never put anything up in the Header for the Sets of true/false and do not use automatic numbering.  You did both!)]

Felipe Hemming

Professor David Ring


Phil 165

Spring  2013  Set 2

1.  The Basic Idea of Internalism is solely determined by factors that are Internal to a person.  

2.  Internalism is a theory of justification and thus justifying reasons not need be true.

3) To Descartes, thinking just means the process of contemplating various things and ideas.

4) According to Chalmers, examples of incorrigible direct phenomenal beliefs include “having a red experience” or being “in pain”.

5)  In most cases we would consider that most externalists would be also put similar

          Category as an naturalist.

Felipe Hemming

Professor David Ring

Phil 165

Spring  2013  Set 2 Answers

1)
 The Basic Idea of Internalism is solely determined by factors that are Internal to a person.  

True; Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Definition of Internalism and Externalism in    Epistemology

2)
Internalism is a theory of justification and thus justifying reasons not need be true.

True. Pojman p.137

3)
To Descartes, thinking just means the process of contemplating various things and ideas.

False; To Descartes, thinking is any mental experience which a person is consciously aware of such as “doubting, affirming, denying, willing, understanding, [or] imagining.”  (“Descartes’ Epistemology” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy)

4)
According to Chalmers, examples of incorrigible direct phenomenal beliefs include “having a red experience” or being “in pain”.

False; Chalmers states, “These are not direct phenomenal beliefs, and are almost certainly corrigible” (Chalmers 4.1, 5th paragraph).

     5)  In most cases we would consider that most externalists would be also put similar  Category as an naturalist.

True; “Externalists are typically naturalists holding that whatever is justified or has positive epistemic status is determined by natural properties or processes.” Pojman p.135    [(Your formatting is atrocious.  Use single spacing and only one carriage return between each section.)]

Brianna Valencia

Philosophy 165

3/10/13

Set 2

1.  Externalists theorize that one can have knowledge without knowing the conditions to have          knowledge have been met.

2.  Internalists emphasize subject’s point of view while externalists emphasize on objective factors.

3.  According to the ICT; first person beliefs are corrigible, or fallible.

4.  When one is stating “I seem to see a tree” they cannot be wrong about this experience. 

5.  An arguable concept to the Incorrigibility Thesis is pre-existing phenomenal beliefs. 

Brianna Valencia

Philosophy 165

3/10/13

Set 2

1.  Externalists theorize that one can have knowledge without knowing the conditions to have          knowledge have been met.

                True.  (Pojman,  p.  135,  para.  1)

2.  Internalists emphasize subject’s point of view while externalists emphasize on objective factors.

                True.  (Pojman,  p.  135,  para.  1)    

3.  According to the ICT; first person beliefs are corrigible, or fallible.

                False.  (Quia 14,  Chalmers 4.0,  para.  1)

4.  When one is stating “I seem to see a tree” they cannot be wrong about this experience. 

                False.  (Quia 14,  Chalmers 4.0,  para.  3)

      5.  An arguable concept to the Incorrigibility Thesis is pre-existing phenomenal beliefs. 

                False.  (Quia 14,  Chalmers 4.0,  para.  6)

Ryan Etchison


Philosophy 165

Spring 2013

Dr.Ring







Set 2

1. The Incorrigibility Thesis can be used to justify an internal belief regardless of

    whether it has external evidence that disproves it, or not.

2. Externalism claims that someone must understand the external evidence completely,  in order for them to justify something with it.

3. Internalism is just another form of the Incorrigibility Thesis, stating that a persons  internal beliefs are infallible.

4. A person that believes in the Incorrigibility Thesis can also believe they are in pain,  and think they are justified in believing so.

5. A Scientist is more likely to be an Externalist, as apposed to being an Internalist.

Ryan Etchison


Philosophy 165

Spring 2013

Dr.Ring







Set 2 Answers

1. The Incorrigibility Thesis can be used to justify an internal belief regardless of

    whether it has external evidence that disproves it, or not.

    True.  The Incorrigibility Thesis states that a persons beliefs about themselves and reality are by default, true.  Thus, even if an example of reality disproves that belief, their belief of the contrary is still justified by the Incorrigibility Thesis.  (Lecture)

2. Externalism claims that someone must understand the external evidence completely,  in order for them to justify something with it.

    False.  Externalism is a system of belief that is based off of the naturalist ideals.  It  claims that there is an objective nature to reality, that is impartial to your subjective perception of it.  Which leads then to the conclusion that even if your understanding of a concept that was created and justified through an external process is imperfect, it is still true and thus can be used to justify a separate belief.  (Pojman, p. 135, par. 1)

3. Internalism is just another form of the Incorrigibility Thesis, stating that a persons internal beliefs are infallible.

    False. Internalism is a system of beliefs based off of the subjectivity of a persons 

    perception.  It claims that if someone is given cognitive access to the best evidence for a belief, that they are then justified in believing it.  It, however, does not argue that the belief is then infallible. It still admits to the believers ability to be mistaken, and create false evidence.  (Pojman, p. 136, par. 3)

4. A person that believes in the Incorrigibility Thesis can also believe they are in pain, and think they are justified in believing so.

    True. The Incorrigibility Thesis defends the idea that a person whom is feeling pain, is in fact, in pain.  The justification of the fact lies with the persons belief that they are feeling pain.  Irregardless [(“irregardless” is not a word – use “regardless”0] of whether they actually are, they can conclude that the 

    sensation is true to reality. So the belief is then justified.  (Lecture)

5. A Scientist is more likely to be an Externalist, as apposed to being an Internalist.

    True.  The Externalist school of thought demands that a person withhold their full degree of judgment until the intervention of objective evidence.  This ideal is shared with the scientific process of reasoning.  Both are founded on the idea that the reality of any phenomenon is independent of any perception, or is a priori.   This is juxtaposed with the idea that Internalists use, which states that the reality is entirely what you cognitively decide it is, so long as you feel you have justified that belief.   (Pojman, p. 135, par. 1)

Michael Morrison

The Theory of Knowledge

Set 2

1.
Epistemic justification for a belief only happens when the person has no cognitive access to evidence that supports the truth of the belief.

2.
Descartes held that our basic beliefs must only be the best reasons available to us. 

3.
Both Internalists and Externalists agree that there are good and bad belief forming processes and what they disagree on is how normativity obtains. 

4.
ICT states that sensory experiences such as taste and smell are incorrigible.

5.
An advantage about externalism is that it offers a solution to skepticism and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.  

Michael Morrison

The Theory of Knowledge

Set 2 - Answers

1.
Epistemic justification for a belief only happens when the person has no cognitive access to evidence that supports the truth of the belief.

False.  “There is epistemic justification for a belief only where the person has cognitive access to evidence that supports the truth of the belief. Justifying evidence must be internally available.” (Pojman, 136, Internalism)

2.
Descartes held that our basic beliefs must only be the best reasons available to us. 

False.  “Descartes held that our basic beliefs had to be infallible” (Pojman, 137, second paragraph)

3.
Both Internalists and Externalists agree that there are both good and bad belief forming processes; what they disagree on is how normativity obtains. 

True.  The internalist insists on an accessibility requirement that involves being able to cite the grounds of one’s beliefs.  The Reliabilist insists that normativity has to do with the kinds of causal chains or external connections in belief production and maintenance.  If your belief is produced by an appropriate cause, you have a justification for it whether you can access that cause or not.

4.
ICT states that sensory experiences such as taste and smell are incorrigible.

True.  According to ICT you can never be proven wrong about a sensory experience and therefore these experiences are deemed incorrigible.

5.
An advantage about externalism is that it offers a solution to skepticism and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.  

True.  “Externalism has several advantages.  It offers a solution to skepticism, dissolves the problems of interdiction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge.” (Pojman 145)

Cole Hungerle

Philosophy 165

Mr. Ring

Set 2 True/False

1. In internalism, those who give good reasons or show their evidence are justified, even if they are not right.

2. Externalism dissolves the problems of induction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge, but does not offer a solution to skepticism.

3. One being aware of something is an internalist.

4. According to the incorrigibility thesis, an indirect phenomenal belief can be true.

5. The incorrigibility thesis is nontrivial.

Cole Hungerle

Philosophy 165

Mr. Ring

Set 2 Answers

2.
In internalism, those who give good reasons or show their evidence are justified, even if they      are not right.

True. By introspection we can discover not only what we believe, but why we   
believe it (Pojman, p.136-137).

2. Externalism dissolves the problems of induction and other minds, and makes sense of perceptual and memory knowledge, but does not offer a solution to skepticism.

False. Externalism has several advantages. It offers a solution to skepticism and 
claims to defeat some forms of skepticism (Pojman, p.145).

3. One being aware of something is an internalist.

True. (notes)

4. According to the incorrigibility thesis, an indirect phenomenal belief can be true.

False. A direct phenomenal belief can be true (Objections to Incorrigibility by Jack 
Chalmers, 4.1).

5. The incorrigibility thesis is nontrivial.

False. “The incorrigibility thesis articulated here has a number of limitations, but it 
nevertheless applies to a significant class of nontrivial phenomenal 
beliefs” (Jack Chalmers).

Morgan Smith

Theory of Knowledge

TH 11:10 am

Set 2

1.  The externalist theory states that an individual can have a JTB without    

    having a reason for that justified belief. 

2.  The incorrigibility thesis is a direct phenomenal belief that can’t be true. 

3.  While examining a green notebook, you can state that you are having a    

     green experience. This is an example of a phenomenal experience 

     associated with that property. 

 4.  In the incorrigibility thesis, Descartes states that Solipsism is false by 

      never proving it is false because the evil genius can be tricking him.

5.  The Internalist approach states that you must be aware of the 

     justification to obtain knowledge. 

Morgan Smith

Theory of Knowledge

TH 11:10 am

Set 2

1.  The externalist theory states that an individual can have a JTB without    

    having a reason for that justified belief. 

     True. If you are an externalist, your beliefs are not founded on top of 

     other beliefs. We obtain justified knowledge from reason. (Pojman 142)

2.  The incorrigibility thesis is a direct phenomenal belief that can’t be true. 

      False. The incorrigibility thesis states that the beliefs cannot be false. 

      (lecture notes)

3.  While examining a green notebook, you can state that you are having a    

     green experience. This is an example of a phenomenal experience 

     associated with that property. 

      True. This is a property of experiences rather than properties of external 

      objects. (lecture notes)

 4.  In the incorrigibility thesis, Descartes states that Solipsism is false by 

      never proving it is false because the evil genius can be tricking him. 

      False. There are two things that exist, himself and god. Therefore this 

      cannot be solipsism. (lecture notes)

5.  The Internalist approach states that you must be aware of the 

     justification to obtain knowledge. 

     True. Mind and body, you can be aware to have justified knowledge.        

     (lecture notes)

Jessica Wilson

Philosophy A165

03/10/2013

Dr. Ring

Set #2 True/False Questions

1.  In the externalist response to foundationalism states that as long as a belief is caused in the right way, the believer need not even be aware of the belief, or be in cognitive possession of a justifying reason.

2.  It is possible to be mistaken about the content of your current mental state.

3.  A direct phenomenal belief is knowledge that is innate and self-evident.

4.  Internalists reject the premise that the one must have a reason to believe certain knowledge is justified, because the basic beliefs from which they stem cause immediate awareness and are self-evidently intuitive. 

5.  Incorrigibility and infallibility are defined as the same thing.

Jessica Wilson    Philosophy A165     03/10/2013   Dr. Ring

Set #2 True/False Answers

1.  In the externalist response to foundationalism states that as long as a belief is caused in the right way, the believer need not even be aware of the belief, or be in cognitive possession of a justifying reason.

False.  Externalism (and Internalism) is response to an anti-foundationalist argument, like the one presented by Laurence BonJour, not a foundationalist argument, such as Descartes.  (Pojman, Pp. 108-109) 

2.  It is possible to be mistaken about the content of your current mental state.

False.  It is not possible to be mistaken about the content of your current mental state, just as Descartes, “argued in Meditations (II) that it was beyond all possible doubt and error that he seemed to see light, hear sounds, have sweet tastes, and feel the texture of objects.”  (Pojman, P. 110)

3.  A direct phenomenal belief is knowledge that is innate and self-evident.

False. A direct phenomenal belief is describes a concept depended on its underlying demonstrated phenomenal quality, or rather, the reasons for why one has a particular belief, or how it is caused to be believed. (Chalmers, Sec. 4.1; Para. 2)

4.  Internalists reject the premise that the one must have a reason to believe certain knowledge is justified, because the basic beliefs from which they stem cause immediate awareness and are self-evidently intuitive. 

True.  Internalists do not expect the justification of the reason itself to believe that certain things are infallible.  (Pojman, P. 110)

5.  Incorrigibility and infallibility are defined as the same thing.

False. They are defined slightly differently: Incorrigibility is technically when something cannot be corrected, while infallibility can never be incorrect in the first place. They are, however, used interchangeably, and usually tend to mean more-or-less the same thing.

Madison Smith

Philosophy A165

Set 2 Questions

1.  Internalism stresses having reasons for one’s beliefs that ground or justify those beliefs.

2.  Responsibility is the second condition associated with Internalism.  

3.  Rene Descartes and John Locke of modern epistemology held to 

     Internalism. 

4.  Externalism offers a solution to skepticism, dissolves the problems of 

     induction and in other minds and as well as make sense of perceptual and 

     memory knowledge. 

5.  According to externalists a true belief is produced by a reliable process. 

Madison Smith 

Philosophy A165

Set 2 Answers

1. Internalism stresses that by having reasons for one’s beliefs that ground or   

    to justify those beliefs. 

      True.  Having reasons for your belief is interpreted as your being able to   

      access those reasons. You are able to recall them from memory, cite   

      them when questioned and to use them as premises in arguments.  

      (Pojman 136)

2.  Responsibility is the second condition associated with Internalism.

     True.  The believer must have arrived at his or her beliefs through a      

     process that seeks the truth and accessibility is only a necessary condition   

     for justification.  (Pojman 137)

3.  Rene Descartes and John Locke of modern epistemology held to   

     Internalism.

     True.  Along with Thomas Aquinas and Bertrand Russell. Basic beliefs 

     had to be infallible; the justifying reasons need not be true.  (Pojman 137)

4.  Externalism offers a solution to skepticism, dissolves the problems of 

     induction and in other minds and as well as make sense of perceptual and  

     memory knowledge.

     True.  You do not need to know that the skeptical hypothesis is false in    

     order to know the things you know. It doesn’t matter whether the subject 

     is able to give an account of his or her beliefs or is even conscious of 

     those beliefs. (Pojman 145) 

5. According to externalists a true belief is produced by a reliable process. 

      False.  There are problems as what counts as reliable belief and what 

      counts as a defeasible process. Also there is what to make of the     

   categories of normativity and accessibility of the grounds for one’s beliefs.   

   (Pojman 146)

Jessica Stroke

Phil 165: Theory of Knowledge

March 12, 2013

Set 2

1.
According to Chalmers, the Incorrigibility Thesis holds that a phenomenal belief can be false. 

2.
Crumbly argues that introspection is a fallible source of belief about the contents of our own mind. 

3.
Pojman states that the foundationalist can use an externalist ploy by objecting the necessity that the person for whom a belief is basic be able to know or show that the belief is justified. 

4.
Pojman asserts that an internalist response to foundationalism holds that the subject does not need any cognitive possession of appropriate justification. 

5.
According to Pojman, an externalist would emphasize the subject’s point of view.

Jessica Stroke    Phil 165: Theory of Knowledge     March 12, 2013

Set 2-Answers

1.
According to Chalmers, the Incorrigibility Thesis holds that a phenomenal belief cannot be false. 

False. "Incorrigibility Thesis: A direct phenomenal belief cannot be false." Reading 14: The Content and Epistemology of Phenomenal Belief by David Chalmers. Part 4.1 Paragraph 2.

2.
Crumbly argues that introspection is a fallible source of belief about the contents of our own mind. 

True. "If using concepts involves risk of misusing or misapplying concepts, then introspection is not an infallible source of belief about the contents of our own mind." Reading: Objections to Epistemology by Jack Crumbly, An Introduction to Epistemology. Page 109. Line 8.

3.
Pojman states that the foundationalist can use an externalist ploy and may object that it is not necessary that the person for whom a belief is basic be able to know nor show that the belief is justified. 

True. "the foundationalist may object that it is not necessary that the person for whom a belief is basic be able to know, let alone show to another person, that the belief is justified. This may be called the externalist (or reliabilist) ploy." What can we Know? Page 109. The externalist response, lines 1-4.

4.
Pojman asserts that an internalist response to foundationalism holds that the subject does not need any cognitive possession of appropriate justification. 

False. "...common internalist response...that the subject must be in some sense in cognitive possession of the appropriate justification." Theory of knowledge. Page 109. The Internalist Response, lines 2-3.

5.
According to Pojman, an externalist would emphasize the subject’s point of view.

False. “Internalists emphasize the subject’s point of view.” What can we Know?  (Pojman, p. 135, Line 6)

Kathy Hoang

Philosophy 165 

Set 2 

1.  Descartes fell under the accessibilism branch, and believed that the causal origins of ones beliefs are not reflectively accessible. 

2.  Alvin Goldman argued that the conditions for establishing one’s cognitive attitude was met by an inherent truth upheld through internalistic procedures.

3.  Pojman makes a distinction between animal and reflective knowledge; animal knowledge is wholly externalist, while the latter demonstrates both external and internal factors. 

4.  Chalmers would agree that direct phenomenal beliefs could be incorrigible, but argues that one’s belief of incorrigibility may be contested.

5.  The incorrigibility thesis maintains that direct phenomenal beliefs cannot be false, unless the belief contains a pre-conceived phenomenon. 

Kathy Hoang

Philosophy 165 

Set 2 Answers

1.  Descartes fell under the accessibilism branch, and believed that the causal origins of ones beliefs are not reflectively accessible. 

False.  While Descartes was an internalist, he arguably “thought that one could always discover the causal conditions of one’s beliefs,” and believed the causal conditions between beliefs and experiences were reflectively accessible.  (Poston, Quia 12, sect.  1, pt.  C) 

2.  Alvin Goldman argued that the conditions for establishing one’s cognitive attitude was met by an inherent truth upheld through internalistic procedures.

False.  Goldman argued that there were no acceptable internalistic conditions to determine “what cognitive attitude a subject should have given her evidence,” and in his example, proposed that if there did exist a set of conditions, Goldman reasoned that “there be no acceptable  way to accommodate this set of conditions within the constraints laid down by internalists. ” (Poston, Quia 12, sect.  2, pt.  A) 

3.  Pojman makes a distinction between animal and reflective knowledge; animal knowledge is wholly externalist, while the latter demonstrates both external and internal factors. 

True.  Pojman acknowledges animal knowledge as dependent “on reliability (of faculties and processes) and the truth of what is believed,” and distinguishes reflective knowledge as “both externalist and internalist.” (Pojman, p.  156) 

4.  Chalmers would agree that direct phenomenal beliefs could be incorrigible, but argues that one’s belief of incorrigibility may be contested.

True.  In his paper, he places a final limitation on incorrigibility by stating that “ although direct phenomenal beliefs are incorrigible, subjects are not incorrigible about whether they are having a direct phenomenal belief.” (Chalmers, sect.  4) 

5.  The incorrigibility thesis maintains that direct phenomenal beliefs cannot be false, unless the belief contains a pre-conceived phenomenon. 

False.  While the incorrigibility thesis holds that direct phenomenal beliefs cannot be false, limitations placed upon it are stipulated by other philosophers and not contained within the thesis itself.  For example, David Chalmers notes the existence of “pre-existing phenomenal concepts” within his paper.  (Chalmers, sect.  4) 

Hayden Frasco

Theory of Knowledge

Professor Ring

12 February, 2013

Set 2

1.   Internalists proclaim that we are justified in believing the scientific account, as long as we are following the best evidence available to us.

2.   There are three main types of externalists: substantive naturalists, responsibilists, and reliabilists.

3.   A very powerful argument for externalism is that epistemic justification is essentially connected to falsity.

4.   Reliabilists argue that we don’t have to know or have access to the grounds of our beliefs in order to have knowledge.

5.   If someone incorrigibly believes some proposition p, it is possible that person to show that he or she is mistaken. 

Hayden Frasco

Theory of Knowledge

Professor Ring

12 February, 2013

Set 2

1.   Internalists proclaim that we are justified in believing the scientific account, as long as we are following the best evidence available to us.

      True.  “According to internalists, as long as we are following the best evidence available to us, we are justified in believing the scientific account, and the creationists are unjustified in their lucky true belief.” (Pojman, p. 135, para. 1)

2.   There are three main types of externalists: substantive naturalists, responsibilists, and reliabilists.

      False.  “Actually there are two main types of externalists: reliabilists and substantive naturalists.” (Pojman, p. 135, para. 2)

3.   A very powerful argument for externalism is that epistemic justification is essentially connected to falsity.

      False.  “A very powerful argument for externalism is that epistemic justification is essentially connected to truth.” (Q12, 3a: The Truth Connection, para. 1)

4.   Reliabilists argue that we don’t have to know or have access to the grounds of our beliefs in order to have knowledge.

      True.  “Reliabilists argue that we don’t have to know or have access to the grounds for our beliefs in order to have knowledge.” (Pojman, p. 143, para. 4)

5.   If someone incorrigibly believes some proposition p, it is possible to show that person that he or she is mistaken. 


False.  “The person may be mistaken, but no one can demonstrate it. Incorrigible does not mean infallible.” (Pojman, p. 345, Incorrigibility)

Dallas Diogostine

Philosophy 165

March 12, 2013

T/F Set 2 Questions:

1.  Internalists hold that reliable processes are necessary conditions for

     justified beliefs.

2.  First person beliefs about phenomenal states are incorrigible or fallible.

3.  Accessibility is remembering the reasons for your beliefs.

4.  A limit to the Incorrigibility Thesis is that most phenomenal beliefs are

     not correctable.

5.  A person cannot be wrong about a belief that they are not having.

Dallas Diogostine

Philosophy 165

March 12, 2013

T/F Set 2 Answers:

1.  Internalists hold that reliable processes are necessary conditions for

     justified beliefs.

False.  "Internalists emphasize the subjects point of view, his or her actual possessions of the reasons or grounds for ones belief.  Reliabilists hold that reliable processes are necessary conditions for justified beliefs."  (Pojman, p. 135, paragraph 1)

2.  First person beliefs about phenomenal states are incorrigible or fallible.

False.  First person beliefs about phenomenal states are incorrigible or infallible(always true and never false).  (Quia 14, Section 4.1)

3.  Accessibility is remembering the reasons for your beliefs.

True.  Accessibility: having reasons for your belief is generally interpreted as your being able to "access" those reasons, or being able to recall them from memory.  (Pojman, p. 136, paragraph 3)

4.  A limit to the Incorrigibility Thesis is that most phenomenal beliefs are

     not correctable.

False.  " The first (limitation) is that most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs, so most phenomenal beliefs are still corrigible." (Quia 14, Section 4.1, paragraph 5)

5.  A person cannot be wrong about a belief that they are not having.

False.  "Incorrigibility theses are also sometimes articulated in a 'negative' form, requiring that a subject cannot be mistaken in their belief that they are not having a given sort of experience. No direct phenomenal belief is a negative phenomenal belief, so the current framework does not support this thesis, and I think the thesis is false in general." (Quia 14, Section 4.1, paragraph 19)
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Set #2 Questions

1.  Some epistemologists observe externalism as something that does not require justification while others would surely disagree.  

2.  The I-E debate came to be through the JTB account of knowledge.

3.  The incorrigibility thesis shows that all of a person’s beliefs can be corrected since if something is necessarily experienced, yet still perceived by the senses then it is mental.

4.  First-person phenomenal beliefs, a subject’s beliefs about his or her own experiences, are the most important phenomenal belief.  

5.  Most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs but are still incorrigible.
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1.  Some epistemologists observe externalism as something that does not require justification while others would surely disagree.  

    True.  This topic is talked about in class and clearly stated in the internet encyclopedia of philosophy. (http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/ , The Logic of the I-E Debate)

2.  The I-E debate came to be through the JTB account of knowledge.


True.  It is because of Edmund Gettier demonstrated that knowledge is more than a justified true belief that the internalism vs. externalism debate was able to develop in the first place. (http://www.iep.utm.edu/int-ext/ , Conclusion)

3.  The incorrigibility thesis shows that all of a person’s beliefs can be corrected since if something is necessarily experienced, yet still perceived by the senses then it is mental.


False.  Though the latter portion of this statement is true about the necessary experience being mental, Bailey shows us through the incorrigibility thesis’ definitive criteria that some of a person’s beliefs are unable proven wrong. (http://books.google.com/books?id=cCiuMK8b994C&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=%22incorrigibility+thesis%22&source=web&ots=Dh0FBOJR0b&sig=j95ggwgSCIpRNOps5NhRfjpWA_U#v=onepage&q=%22incorrigibility%20thesis%22&f=false , Pg. 44-45)

4.  First-person phenomenal beliefs, a subject’s beliefs about his or her own experiences, are the most important phenomenal belief. 


True.  These experiences are the most important experience and are titled “he central epistemic nexus between cognition and the external world” by Chalmers. (http://consc.net/papers/belief.html , Introduction)

5.  Most phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs but are still incorrigible.


False.  Most Phenomenal beliefs are not direct phenomenal beliefs and are still corrigible. (http://consc.net/papers/belief.html , par. 4.1 Incorrigibility)
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Set 2

1.
Internalists believe that knowledge requires justification and that the nature of justification is determined by the subject’s internal states or reasons.

2.
Propositional justification means having good reasons for one’s belief, while doxastic justification means not basing one’s belief on the reasons one possesses.

3.
Accessibilism is a view where one’s belief that is doxastically justified is reflectively accessible.

4.
Robert Nozick takes internalism to be the thesis that knowledge implies knowledge of all the preconditions of knowing.

5.
Richard Rorty asserts that beliefs are incorrigible if they cannot, in fact, be corrected.
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1.
Internalists believe that knowledge requires justification and that the nature of justification is determined by the subject’s internal states or reasons.

True.  Internalists believe that justification is determined only by factors which are internal to a person. These factors include internal state of being and internal reasoning.  They believe that knowledge requires justification by the subject, internally. (Quia 12, paragraph 1 and 2)

2.
Propositional justification means having good reasons for one’s belief, while doxastic justification means not basing one’s belief on the reasons one possesses.

False. This statement is partially false.  Propositional justification does mean having good reasons for one’s belief.  Doxastic justification means basing one’s beliefs on the propositional justifications (good reasons one possesses). (Quia 12, “The Logic of the I-E Debate” paragraph)

3.
Accessibilism is a view where one’s belief that is doxastically justified is reflectively accessible.

False.  An accessibilist view is an internal state where the current state of mind is accessible.  It is a view where every factor that determines whether one’s belief is propositionally justified is reflectively accessible. One must have good reasons for one’s belief. (Quia 12, “The Meaning of ‘Internal’”, paragraph 2).

4.
Robert Nozick takes internalism to be the thesis that knowledge implies knowledge of all the preconditions of knowing.

True. One must know that p only if one knows that one knows that p.  One must be aware of this internally in order for it to be propositionally justified. (Quia 12, “The meaning of ‘Internal’”, paragraph 5)

5.
Richard Rorty asserts that beliefs are incorrigible if they cannot, in fact, be corrected.

True. S believes that p at t if and only if (i) S believes that p at t and (ii) there is no possibilities where it would be rational to come to believe that not-p, given S’s belief that p at t. Given this reasoning, beliefs are only incorrigible if and only if they cannot be corrected with other beliefs. (Quia 13, page 127)

