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Introduction to PHILOSOPHY Syllabus
Introduction to Philosophy






Orange Coast College
Philosophy A100 CRN: 31673



     

MW 12:45 a.m. - 2:10 p.m. in SocSci 106
Dr. David C. Ring








e-mail: dring@occ.cccd.edu

Office: Social Science 200L






Office Hours: Monday 2:00-6:00 pm & by appt.

(2nd floor on left side of bookstore)




Dr. Ring’s OCC voice mail: 714 432-5657


S: Core Questions in Philosophy, 6th ed., Elliott Sober, Pearson Publishers, 2014
Q: Quia Introduction to Philosophy website: http://www.quia.com/pages/page2
WEEK

 TOPIC



     
                             


  
     READING SELECTION
1)   (2/2)       What is philosophy?                                                                                 
S1: 3-7
                     The Socratic method: questioning




Logic: what is an argument?
 









S2: 11-22



Deductive & inductive arguments; valid argument patterns



S3: 24-28
       (2/4)
Finish discussion on logical concepts and arguments




Practice logic QUIZ  (doesn't count)




What is knowledge?
The JTB theory of knowledge and Gettier 


S12: 137-145
2)    (2/9)
QUIZ #1 on logic.  Bring Scantron form 882 narrow green or blue available in OCC bookstore




Read René Descartes' First Meditation: the method of doubt



Quia website



Elliott Sober on Descartes' foundationalism







S13: 147-152
       (2/11)
QUIZ #2 on the JTB theory and Gettier counter-examples                              Quia website
                      First Meditation: arguments of illusion, dreaming, and evil genius


       
3)    (2/16)
NO CLASS - PRESIDENT’S DAY (Washington’s birthday)

       (2/18)
Class canceled
4)    (2/23)
More on Descartes’ method of doubt
                     Read Descartes' second Meditation: the cogito argument                               Quia website

       (2/25)
Introduction to proofs for God's existence

                      St. Thomas Aquinas’s cosmological argument for God’s existence


S4: 43-48
                      Read Aquinas’ Cosmological Argument from Motion on Quia website         Quia website
5)  
 (3/2)
QUIZ #3 on Descartes' First & Second Meditations
                      Finish St. Thomas Aquinas's cosmological argument

  



S4: 43-48



Elliott Sober on the design (teleological) argument





S5: 59-67



Read William Paley's design argument for God's existence



Quia website

 (3/4)
Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution & the design argument



       S6: 70-78
                      Read Quia handout on Darwin’s theory of evolution and natural selection           Quia website
6)  
 (3/9)
QUIZ #4 on Aquinas’s cosmological argument
                      Elliott Sober on St. Anselm’s ontological argument




       S8: 92-100



Read St. Anselm's Ontological Argument for God's existence

              Quia website 

 (3/11)    Gaunilo’s objection to Anselm’s ontological argument

7)  
 (3/16)
OCC ISLO (Institutional Student Learning Outcomes) Assessment project participation
                     QUIZ #5 on Paley’s design argument and Darwin’s theory of natural selection 

        (3/18)   Finish St. Anselm’s ontological argument and Gaunilo’s objection
                     QUIZ #6 on Anselm’s ontological argument                                  S10: 109-118 
                     Introduction to Pascal’s wager                     Read Pascal’s Wager on Quia website


                                                            

WEEK           TOPIC





 
       




          READING SELECTION
8)
(3/23)   QUIZ #7 on Pascal’s wager and Review for Test # 1


(3/25)   TEST #1 (25 true/false).  We review the answers to Test # 1after taking the test.
9)    (3/30)
NO CLASS -  SPRING RECESS

10)
 (4/6)
OCC ISLO (Institutional Student Learning Outcomes) Assessment project participation 
                      Zeno's paradoxes of motion



                  Quia website: Smullyan, 193-201


 (4/8)
More on Zeno's paradoxes of motion

       



       Smullyan, 193-201
12)   (4/13)    Zeno’s three paradoxes & Introduction to infinity & David Hilbert's hotel  Smullyan, 205-231                                           

 (4/15)
QUIZ #8 on Zeno’s paradoxes of motion 

                      Hilbert’s Hotel and infinity                                                                Quia Infinity Documents
13)
 (4/20)
Infinity & The Fred and Mary game (not in reading; lecture only)    Quia Infinity Documents

                      Measuring infinity: natural, rational, and real numbers

 (4/22)
Georg Cantor's diagonalization arguments and the properties of numerical infinity

14)
 (4/27)
QUIZ #9 on infinity, Hilbert’s Hotel, and the Fred and Mary game 

                      Power sets, aleph (transfinite) numbers, and how to do transfinite arithmetic


 (4/29)
Finish on infinity 
15)
 (5/4)
QUIZ #10 on diagonalization, power sets, and transfinite numbers 

                     David Lewis's "The Paradoxes of Time Travel"
        

                 See Quia website
                     Time travel and why it is impossible to change the past


 (5/6)
Resolving time travel paradoxes & QUIZ #11 on Cantor’s theories of the infinite
16)
 (5/11)
Finish David Lewis's "The Paradoxes of Time Travel"


 (5/13)
QUIZ #12 on time travel; review for Test # 2

17)   (5/18)
TEST # 2 (25 true/false questions over second half of course--bring a scantron form)

 (5/20)
Go over Test # 2 and review for the comprehensive final examination
18)  (5/25)
NO CLASS – Memorial Day

       (5/27)     COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAMINATION




Bring a # 2 pencil & a Scantron form for 25 true/false questions over the entire course

Each of the twelve quizzes are worth 4% of the overall course grade for a total of 48%.
Tests #1 and 2 are each worth 15% of the overall course grade.

The comprehensive final examination is worth 22% of the overall course grade.

CSLO (course student learning outcome) for Philosophy A100: Students will be able to present a critical philosophical analysis of a selected topic in philosophy that articulates and evaluates the claims made.

