Economics and Personal Finance
Course Syllabus
2013-2014
Instructor:  
DeDe Whichard

E-mail:       
 dwhichar@wcs.k12.va.us
Course Web Site: 
 http://www.quia.com/pages/dwhichard/personalfinance
Phone:  
276-739-3214
Course Description:  Students learn to navigate the financial decisions they must face and to make informed decisions related to career exploration, budgeting, banking, credit, insurance, spending, taxes, saving, investing, buying/leasing a vehicle, living independently, and inheritance. Development of financial literacy skills and an understanding of economic principles will provide the basis for responsible citizenship and career success. In addition to developing personal finance skills, students will also study basic occupational skills and concepts in preparation for entry-level employment in the field of finance. The course incorporates all economics and financial literacy objectives included in the Code of Virginia §22.1-200-03B.

Textbook:  Economics and Personal Finance, Virginia Edition. Glencoe Publishing Company. 2010. 
Format of the Course:  The format of this course will combine lecture, student research, group projects/presentations and active discussion. Students are expected to participate in all course activities to the fullest and best of their ability. Students will also use the school computers to utilize websites for projects and research, developing resumes and cover letters, investigating careers, vocational training programs, colleges and universities, financial investment calculators, credit rating information, etc.
Needed Supplies:  Students will need a 2" 3-Ring Binder to hold handout materials for this class.  They should also have notebook paper in the binder.  A Jump Drive is suggested but not required as it would be VERY useful for the student to be able to backup their computer data.  They should also have a pen and pencil with them each day.  (Black or blue ink only)
Missed Classes: Students are responsible for obtaining information/materials which may have been distributed on class days when they were absent. This can be done through contacting your instructor upon return to the class.  Missed or late quizzes and tests must be made up within 3 days of absence.   An early quiz may be given when you have a pre-arranged absence.
Classroom Guidelines
· Come to class on time, every day.
· Turn in coursework on time.
· Keep all returned/graded work in your class notebook.
· If you do not understand something, please ask questions
· No food or drinks are permitted in the computer lab

· Students are NOT permitted to download ANYTHING from the internet or save any information other than class work to the hard drive on any computer in the computer lab.

· Always use the computer in a way that demonstrates consideration and respect for your fellow classmates and instructor.

· Because data can be shared so easily when using the computer, cheating can be convenient.  Do not fall into this trap.  Zeros will be given to all parties who hand in work which has been shared.  Second offenses will be handled by the administration and parents will be contacted.  Plagiarism/Cheating: Intentionally or unintentionally using someone else’s information, ideas, or words without providing proper credit will not be tolerated! These actions may result in a 0 (zero) grade or the assignment reassigned with or without credit
· Textbooks will remain in the classroom.  We only have one set and multiple classes use them each day.  If you are absent, and need to make-up work, you may sign-out a book for the evening and return it the following morning before first period begins.

· Respect and be polite to all people. (Listen carefully. Do not interrupt the teacher or other students.)
· Respect the property of others. (Put litter in trashcan. Return borrowed items. Do not write on desks, mouse pads, etc.) 

· Exercise self control at all times. (Crude and offensive language will not be tolerated. Keep hands and feet to yourself. 
· Most Importantly – Come to Learn and enjoy learning!

Computer Technology Use Rules

·    All information accessed, printed, or copied, must be school appropriate and school-related. 

·   All students must have an acceptable use agreement on file before using computer lab equipment.

·   No indecent material is to be accessed or printed at any time. 

·   Only WCS software is allowed.  No personal software and/or CDs are allowed. 

·   Downloading of movies, games, or other software is strictly prohibited. 

·   Do not misuse passwords, files, equipment, and programs. 

·   Student e-mail is not guaranteed to be private. 

·   You may not engage in illegal, destructive, impersonations, anonymity, or unauthorized sharing. 
Each project, test, quiz or daily grade will be evaluated on the following point scale:

93 – 100
    A

85 --  92
    B

77 –  84     C

70 --  76    D

Below 70   F

You will also be given daily work grades based on progressive steps of the projects, daily worksheets, tests and quizzes. Many times these progressive steps will be “checked off” and you will accumulate “checks” which count toward an overall daily grade.   Tests will weigh twice as much as other grades and projects will weigh three times as much as other grades.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Participation Agreement: - Personal Finance

Student Name:__________________________________

(Please Print)

By signing below, you agree to the following:

that you have read and understand the information provided in this course syllabus.

to participate fully and to the best of your ability in the classroom and on the work assigned.

to be respectful of the building, classroom, instructor and other students.

to communicate promptly and appropriately any issues, concerns, questions, or needs for additional assistance.

to abide by the Abingdon High School handbook, internet use guidelines, classroom rules, and teacher instructions.

______________________________________________ ____________________
Student Signature /Date

_____________________________________________ ____________________

Parent Signature/Date  
