

There are three degrees of comparison.  Each of these expresses a different degree of quality.  
1) Positive
little


little

far

good

well

bad
many

much

empty

clever

silly

likely

special

difficult

fast

early
2) Comparative
less

littler

farther

better

better

worse
more

more
emptier

cleverer

sillier

more likely/likelier

more special

more difficult
faster

earlier
3) Superlative
least

littlest

farthest

best

best

worst
most 

most
emptiest

cleverest

silliest

most likely/likeliest

most special

most difficult

fastest
earliest
Positive Degree: 
Marylynn lives near SM

Jerom creates a powerpoint presentation well.

Jenny’s hair is long.

Mico’s shirts are colorful
My neighbor is definitely bad.

There is much sugar in this jar


Note:

1. The base form of the adjective is used

2. No comparison is presented
Comparative Degree:
A.  Quality existing to a greater or lesser degree in one person or thing than another
Marylynn lives nearer in SM than in any other malls in Manila.

Jerom creates a powerpoint presentation better than Paolo does.

Jenny’s hair is long, but Beth’s is longer.
Beth’s hair is longer than Jenny’s.

The hair of Beth is longer than that of Jenny.

Beth’s hair is longer than any other girls’ in class.
Between Jenny’s and Beth’s hair, the latter’s is longer.
Mico’s shirts are colorful, but Paul’s are less colorful.

The shirts of Paul are less colorful than those of Mico.
That criminal is worse than our neighbor.

There is more sugar in this container than in that jar.

Between this container and that jar, the former has more sugar.
The voice of Beth is softer than the chirp of the bird.

Beth’s voice is softer than the bird’s chirp.

Faulty:
Beth’s hair is more longer than Jenny’s.

Beth’s hair is longer than Jenny.  (This comparison is illogical.  Don’t compare hair with a person)

The hair of Beth’s is longer than that of Jenny.
The voice of Beth is softer than that of the bird. 

Beth’s voice is softer than the bird’s.
Note:

1. The base + er, more, less, worse  are used

2. 2 persons or objects are being compared

3. The word “between,” than, than any, are also used

4. The basis of comparison (such as hair with another hair; shirt with another shirt), should be the same. 
B. Quality expressing the same degree in both persons or things
Beth’s hair is as short as Jenny’s.

Paul’s shirts are as colorful as Miko’s.

This container has as much sugar as that jar.

This lesson is as fascinating as the previous one.

Jerom creates a powerpoint presentation as fast as  he does.

Superlative Degree:
Among the malls in Manila, SM is the nearest to Marylynn. 
In the class , Jerom creates a powerpoint presentation best.

Of the three, Jenny’s hair is longest.

Mico’s shirts are the most colorful ones in town.
Satan is definitely the worst in our entire universe.

Practice exercises:1.  http://www.ezschool.com/worksheets/grade3/print_adjectives1.html
     2.  http://www.englisch-hilfen.de/en/exercises/adjektiv_steig.htm
