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Module 6 
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The prospect of a global avian-flu outbreak has created headlines in our newspapers and anxiety among public health officials.  Such pandemics have occurred in the past, to deadly effect.  This time, the fear swirls around a strain of bird flu – H5N1 – that existed for more than eight years in Asia and has proven to be incredibly lethal to the few humans who have contracted it.



        Claudia Cornwall, Avian Flu, Readers Digest, October 2005

Questions 
1. Identify the verbs used in the Present Perfect Tense.
2. State how they are formed.
3. Give the reasons why they are used in this tense.
Your answers are due during our conference.
[HAS / HAVE] + [past participle]
The Present Perfect Tense is characterized by the use of has/have + past participle.
1.  The prospect of a global avian-flu outbreak has created headlines in our newspapers and anxiety among public health officials.
2. Such pandemics have occurred in the past, to deadly effect.

3. A strain of bird flu has proven to be incredibly lethal to the few humans who have contracted it.
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 USE 1  
 

We use the Present Perfect to say that an action happened at an unspecified time before now. The exact time is not important. We CANNOT use the Present Perfect with time expressions such as "yesterday," "one year ago," "last week," "when I was a child," "when I lived in the province," "at that moment," "that day" or "one day." 
We can use the Present Perfect with expressions like "ever," "never," "once," "many times," "several times," "before," "so far," "already," “since,” “for,” and "yet.”                           


EXAMPLES:

I have seen that movie five times.
I think I have met him once before.
There have been many reports of violation.
Has there ever been man in other planets?
People have traveled to the moon.
I have never been to Sagada.

She has had her that watch since June.

How do you actually use the Present Perfect?
The concept of "unspecified time" can be very confusing to English learners. It is best to associate Present Perfect with the following topics: 


1. Experience

I have been to Mindanao.
(This sentence means that you have the experience of being to Mindanao. Maybe you have been there once, or several times.)

I have been to Bohol three times.
(You can add the number of times at the end of the sentence.)

I have never had a boyfriend.
(This sentence means that you have not had the experience of having a boyfriend.)

I think I have seen that movie before.

He has never traveled by train.

Joan has studied two foreign languages.

Have you ever met him?


No, I have not met him.
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2. Change that happened over a period of time

We often use the Present Perfect to talk about change that has happened over a period of time.
EXAMPLES:

You have grown since the last time I saw you.

The government has become more interested in arts education.

My English has really improved since I moved to my cousins’ residence.
3.   Accomplishments

     We often use the Present Perfect to list the accomplishments of individuals and humanity. You cannot mention a specific time.

EXAMPLES:

Man has walked on the moon.

Lendi has learned how to read.

Doctors have cured many deadly diseases.

We have completed our project.
3. An uncompleted action you are expecting

     We often use the Present Perfect to say that an action which we expected has not happened. Using the Present Perfect suggests that we are still waiting for the action. 

EXAMPLES:

James has not finished his homework yet.

Susan hasn't mastered Filipino, but she can communicate.

Jean has still not arrived.

The rain hasn't stopped.

4. Multiple Actions at Different Times

     We also use the Present Perfect to talk about several different actions which occurred in the past at different times. Present Perfect suggests the process is not complete and more actions are possible.

EXAMPLES:

The insurgents have attacked that town five times.

I have had four quizzes and five tests so far this semester.

We have had many major problems while working on this project.

She has talked to several specialists about her problem, but nobody knows why she is sick.
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     Sometimes we want to limit the time we are looking in for an experience. Expressions such as "in the last week," "in the last year," "this week," "this month," "so far" and "up to now" can be used to narrow the time we are looking in for an experience.

EXAMPLES:

Have you been to Corregidor in the last year?.

I have seen that movie six times in the last month.

They have had three tests in the last week.
She graduated from Centro Escolar University less three years ago. She has worked for three different companies so far.
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EXAMPLES:

I went to Bicol last year.
(I went to Bicol in 1998.)

I have been to Cebu in the last year.
(I have been to Cebu at least once at some point between 365 days ago and now. We do not know exactly when.) 
6. Duration from past until now (Non-continuous Verbs)     

     With Non-continuous Verbs and some non-continuous uses of Mixed Verbs, we use the Present Perfect to show that something started in the past and has continued up until now. "For five minutes," "for two weeks" and "since Tuesday" are all durations which can be used with the Present Perfect.

EXAMPLES:

     I have had a cold for two weeks.

     Celia has loved to talk since she was a little girl.


ACTIVE / PASSIVE Present Perfect

EXAMPLES:

Many students have visited that museum . ACTIVE

That museum has been visited by many students. PASSIVE
[image: image7.png]For more explanations, click this       Passive Voice

[image: image5]
PRACTICE EXERCISE

Test yourself in the use of Present perfect tense       http://web2.uvcs.uvic.ca/elc/studyzone/410/grammar/pperf1.htm

QUIZZES
    Quiz 1: Present Perfect 1
    Quiz 2  Present Perfect 2

Objectives


   At the end of the module, the students should be able to:    


identify the characteristics of the Present Perfect Tense.


determine the uses of Present Perfect Tense.


construct sentences using verbs in the Present Perfect Tense. 


Distinguish active voice from passive voice construction.








NOTE: When you are using a verb tense with more than one part such as Present Perfect (have seen), adverbs usually come between the first part and the second part (have never seen).�








          NOTE: You can use the Present Perfect to describe your experience. It is like saying, "I have the experience of..." You can also use this tense to say that you have never had a certain experience. The Present Perfect is NOT used to describe a specific event.�





IMPORTANT�     


When we use the Present Perfect it means that something happened at some point in our lives before now. Remember, the exact time the action happened is not important.





NOTICE�


"Last year" and "in the last year" are very different in meaning. "Last year" means the year before now. "In the last year" means from 365 days ago until now.








Summary


The Present Perfect Tense is characterized by the use of has/have + past participle.


The Present Perfect Tense is used to talk about experience, change that happened over a period of time, accomplishments, uncompleted action expected, multiple actions at different times, and duration from past until now (non-continuous verbs)
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