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The Power of Love

In James Hilton’s novel “Goodbye,” Mr. Chips, the hero is a shy, inept schoolteacher, bungling and unattractive in every way.  Then something spectacular happens.  He meets a woman who loves him and whom he loves, and they are married.  Because of her, he becomes a kind, gracious, friendly man with everyone-so much so, in fact, that he becomes the most beloved teacher in the school.  He experiences the positive, potential power of love.

Questions: 1. List down the verbs in the simple present tense and  identify whether they are singular or plural.


         2. How do verbs in the simple present form their plurals?
Answers are due during our conference.
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: click        What is a verb?
                  Simple Present 
The simple present tense is characterized by the use of:

S-form and base form verbs.

S-form  =  Singular

Enthusiasm reflects confidence.
No one ever fails until he fails in the inside.
True friendship brings sunshine to the shade, and shade to the sunshine

Base form = Plural

Actions speak louder than words.
People are lonely because they build walls instead of bridges.


USES OF SIMPLE PRESENT TENSE

1. Repeated Actions 

           Simple Present is used to express the idea that an action is repeated or usual. The action can be a habit, a hobby, a daily event, a scheduled event or something that often happens. It can also be something a person often forgets or usually does not do.

EXAMPLES:   I read my lessons.

            She does not use her ID. 

            The train leaves every morning at 5:30.

            The train does not leave without passengers.

            She always forgets her purse.
2. Facts or Generalizations
 
          The Simple Present can also indicate that what the speaker believes to be true before, is true now, and will be true in the future. It is not important if the speaker is correct about the fact. It is also used to make generalizations about people or things.


EXAMPLES:

Nurses assist doctors.

The students do not put on  their cell phones inside the class.

Mendiola is in Manila.

Manila is not in Quezon City.

Manila is a small city. (It is not important that this fact is untrue.)


3. Now (Non-Continuous Verbs)
Sometimes speakers use the Simple Present to express the idea that an action is happening or is not happening now. This can only be done with Non-continuous Verbs and certain Mixed Verbs.

EXAMPLES:  I am here now.
                                  She is not here now.
                                  He needs help right now.

ACTIVE / PASSIVE Simple Present

EXAMPLES:

   Dr. Go gives an oral examination to her English class. ACTIVE

   An oral examination is given to her English class by Dr. Go. PASSIVE
For more explanations, click this       Passive Voice
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Practice Exercises
  Cloze: How to Visit Metro Manila: http://www.quia.com/cz/65926.html 
  hangman irregular verbs http://www.quia.com/hm/207738.html
  Present Tense Everyday Verbs http://www.quia.com/pop/102998.html
  The verb "to be" present tense http://www.quia.com/rr/117041.html
Note:  If you get low in the quiz, you may take it again and again.  However, only your first test will be registered in my class record. So study hard.  
Quiz

1.  http://www.quia.com/quiz/705514.html

2.  http://www.quia.com/quiz/477585.html
Objectives


   At the end of this module, the students should be able to:


identify the characteristics of the simple present tense.


determine the uses of simple present tense.


construct sentences using verbs in the simple present tense. 


distinguish active voice from passive voice construction.








Summary


The simple present tense employs the s-form or base-form of the verb.


The simple present is used for repeated actions, facts or generalizations, or non-continuous verbs expressing now.


The passive voice applies “is,are,or am + past participle.”
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