Homebase Class Information –FAQ

I.  INTRODUCTION

1.  Q:  What is Homebase?
A. Homebase is the first class that students attend each morning.  The homebase class 

serves many functions.  Such functions of homebase include, watching Channel One News, watching school announcements (Falcon News), distributing important student handouts and documentation, and participating in the Accelerated Reader Program.  

II.  CHANNEL ONE NEWS

2. Q:  What is Channel One News?  Are students accountable for it?
A:  Channel One News is a national news show for middle school and high school 

aged children that selected schools show each day.  A typical Channel One 

broadcast is about 15 minutes in length.

All Coatimundi and Scorpion students are accountable for taking Channel One 

notes each day.  Taking these notes counts toward the homebase grade.  One day 

of notes should be at least 75 words long.  Each Friday, students from both teams 

will be given a Channel One quiz and may use their notes.

Students should remain as quiet as possible during Channel One for the courtesy 

others who need minimal distractions while listening and taking notes. 

3. Q.  How does a student make up the grade for Channel One notes if he/she is 

 absent?

      A.  Channel One notes may be made up by taking notes from any of the following 

            sources:  (1) www.channelone.com (2) watching at least 15 minutes from a 

            local or national network news broadcast.  (3)  watching at least 15 minutes of a 

            “hard news” cable news program.

4. Q.  What do you mean by a “hard news cable news program”:  

A.  A hard news program qualifies as any news program that is not conducted in a 
     talk show format.  “Hard news” anchors only state the absolute facts of the news 
     and do not editorialize or state opinions pertaining to certain news stories.

III.  Falcon News (School Announcements)

5.  Q.  Why is watching Falcon News important?
A. Falcon news is important for two reasons.  

First, it is anchored by students.  This allows our student body to help create a positive school culture and climate.

Secondly, many important announcements and reminders are aired daily on Falcon News.  Such important information includes bookstore and library information, reminders for student athletes, student council information, announcements by teachers and important deadlines.  

Students should also remain as quiet as possible during Falcon News for the courtesy of their peers and the student anchors.  
IV.  Accelerated Reader (A.R.)
6.  Q.  What is Accelerated Reader?
A. Accelerated Reader is an excellent reading program that is used in many schools today.  The purpose of Accelerated Reader is to help students improve their reading scores and abilities.  Accelerated Reader allows students and teachers to work cooperatively to keep track of student achievement.  The program gives students ownership of their achievement and learning.  
7.   Q.  How does A.R. work?
A. Every quarter students are assigned an A.R. point goal.  A.R. books are given a 

wide range of point levels, depending on a number of factors including the difficulty of the book, the amount of pages and the amount of words in the book.  When students finish a book, they should review the entire book before taking a quiz.  Quizzes are taken inside of the Homebase classroom on a student computer.  A.R. achievement and participation will make up a large part of the Homebase class grade so it is imperative that students keep up on their reading.  

7.  Q.  How much should students read each day for Accelerated Reader?
A. Students should be reading for a total of 60 minutes each day.  Homebase is sufficient to provide students with about 20 to 30 minutes of reading a day.  Students need to complete the rest of their 60 minutes of reading on their own time.

8.  Q.   Can you give me some tips to help ensure success in A.R.?  

     A.   1.  Students need to utilize all reading time that is provided during homebase.

2.  Find a book that is both interesting but understandable.

3.  Review the book before taking an A.R. quiz.
4.  Complete all required documentation and papers for A.R.  

5.  Always be aware of your A.R. point goal.
