Social Studies 2008-2009
Dear Students and Parents:


My name is Mr. Walker and I am very pleased to be your instructor this year.  I am a graduate of the University of Arizona and Kingman High School.  During college, I completed my Bachelor of Arts in Education with an emphasis in the following areas: American History, World History, Sociology, and Education.  Prior to graduation, I completed my student teaching assignment at Tucson High Magnet School by teaching American Government and American History.  I have always had a great interest in reading, writing, and Social Studies, and I hope to initiate that interest in my students.


The Arizona Department of Education has adopted new Social Studies Standards.  All teachers of Social Studies are expected to use the standards that have been developed as guidelines for what they teach.  Students in this class will be exposed to concepts and information as required by the State of Arizona.  The standards are available for student/parent review as they apply to the curriculum.  

I will incorporate my own teaching philosophy, with school resources and the student textbooks throughout the remainder of the school year.  Students will take part in group discussions, note taking, individual work and group work.  Students will be responsible for keeping clean and orderly notes, homework assignments, taking tests and quizzes and working on projects.


My class has three very important purposes.  One is to create informed and active citizens who will take their duties as citizens studiously and seriously.  My second goal is to model and develop the importance of reading and writing so students may become life long learners.  Lastly, my third goal is to give students the tools to continue their education formally or on their own, so they will be able to continue their intellectual growth throughout their lives.  Students will be encouraged to think critically about issues that are affecting their lives and take positions that will then be debated in the classroom.  In this manner, I hope that students will become active learners and participants in the world community.   


If class time does not permit, I offer individualized instruction at different times throughout the week.  Students are encouraged and expected to seek help whenever it is necessary by making an appointment for individualized instruction.  I usually arrive about 30 minutes before the first bell rings in the morning.  I am also usually available after school for at least 30 minutes.  

I am excited to be able to serve you and your student(s) this year!  Please contact me through the school’s office if it is necessary.  I will enjoy working with students and parents to make this an unforgettable school year!
Sincerely,

Mr. Edward Walker

Team Chili Pepper

Social Studies

Room # M104

Grading:  Letter grades will be determined by the following scale:



A = 89.5% - 100%



B = 79.5% - 89.4%



C = 69.5% - 79.4%



D = 59.5% - 69.4%



F =  0% – 59%


    -Student evaluation will be broken down in the following manner:



-Class work 30%

-Homework 30%


      -Tests 30%



-Citizenship and Participation 10%

Class Structure:  A day in Mr. Walker’s Social Studies class may consist of:

· Note taking

· Class discussions

· Reading

· Bell work, worksheets, bookwork, essays and tests.


· Cooperative group work and projects

· Watching educational videos and playing educational games

Supplies needed paper, pen or pencil, spiral notebook and a folder to keep grade and ungraded coursework and notes in.

Behavioral Expectations:

1. Be Cooperative

· Students must obey the requests of the teacher.  Students that refuse to obey a task or request will be given disciplinary consequences.

2. Be Polite

· Students must act in a polite manner in the classroom.  Classroom disruption steals the other student’s opportunity to learn.  Speaking without the acknowledgement of the teacher during class is unfair to other students who wish to participate.  Please raise your hand!

· Students must speak to one another and the teacher in a polite manner.  Inappropriate comments, swearing or put downs that refer to one’s appearance, intellect, personality, gender or racial background will not be tolerated and will result in disciplinary action.

· Students will minimize items that are distracting in the classroom.  Eating, drinking, and the use of make-up, cologne and lotion during class are distracting to both the students and the instructor.  All food must be bagged or left at my desk.

· Sporting equipment and non-classroom materials (i.e. cosmetics, cell phones, pagers, and personal stereos) are to be kept in packs or bags to allow for complete concentration during class time.

· Students must respect the property of others.  Vandalism and theft are severe disruptions in our classroom community and will not be tolerated.  

3.  Be Prepared

· Students must come to class prepared.  Be prepared to participate fully in class projects, discussions, and activities.     

· Assignments will be handed in to the basket at the beginning of the class period as specified by the teacher, unless other instructions were given.
4.  Be Productive
· Students that choose to be unproductive in class will be given consequences.

Absences:  If a student is absent, whether it is excused or not, it is the responsibility of the STUDENT to obtain the information that was missed.  If a student does not make up missing work, it will be counted as a late assignment.  Students have one day per absence to make up missing work.

Tardiness:  Students must be in their seat when the tardy bell rings.  Students remaining out of their seats when the bell is finished ringing will be counted as tardy.

Passes:  Students must make any trips to the restroom or drinking fountain during break times.  Students are allowed to have a bottle of water in class.  Hall passes will be granted on an emergency basis only.

Consequences of Misbehavior:  Please see the Discipline Policy that is attached on the next page.

PLEASE CUT THE PORTION THAT IS INCLUDED BELOW THE DOTED LINE ON THIS PAGE AND RETURN THE SIGNED PORTIONS TO MR. WALKER NO LATER THREE DAYS FROM TODAY.  

(Students are responsible for keeping their own copy of the remainder of this packet for future reference)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------


I have read the information about Mr. Walker and his expectations for his summer school course.  I agree and accept Mr. Walker’s goals and expectations for the class.

X _____________________________________ (print student’s name)

X _____________________________________ (student signature)

X _____________________________________ (print parent or guardian’s name)

X _____________________________________ (parent or guardian signature)
        

X _________________________             (Today’s Date)

DISCIPLINE POLICY

MR. WALKER

This policy will be handed to each student on his or her first day in class.  It is only to be reviewed for the awareness of students and parents.  It does not have to be signed and returned with the class rules.  This policy is only used when a problem arises.

STUDENT NAME (PLEASE PRINT):______________________________________

A.  Area of Concern and number of offenses (check one):

_____ 1.   Disorderly Conduct - behavior that is disruptive to the school climate or educational process (examples: talking 

when you are not supposed to, passing or writing notes, unnecessary noises, outbursts).  



date(s) of offense(s): __________________
_____ 2.   Insubordination/Non-Compliance – failure and/or refusal to comply with the reasonable requests of school 

    personnel.  date(s) of offense(s):  __________________
_____ 3.   Unprepared – coming to class without the required class materials.


    date(s) of offense(s): __________________

_____ 4.   Profanity – vulgar, profane, obscene, or disrespectful behavior or language; possession or display of.


    date(s) of offense(s): __________________
_____ 5.   Other - ______________________________________________________________________

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

B.  If a student poses a problem of repeated classroom disruptions the following steps will be taken.

STEP ONE:  Teacher/Student Conduct Agreement (Future disciplinary action may occur).

Student, what do you feel the appropriate punishment for this behavior will be?  How will this discourage future misbehavior?  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Date: __________ 
Student Signature: _________________________________________________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STEP TWO: Parent/Teacher Conduct Agreement:  A call will be made to make your parent(s)/guardian(s) aware of the problem and to invite their participation in solving it.

Description of parent/teacher solution and consequence:__________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date: __________
Student Signature: _________________________________________________

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STEP THREE:  Office Referral:  On the third offense the student will be referred to the appropriate administrator’s office for further disciplinary action, which may result in temporary or permanent removal from class.

Outcome of student’s visit to Vice Principal: ________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date:  __________
Student Signature:  ________________________________________________

***At my discretion, a disruption may be of such severity that it warrants more than one step on the disciplinary policy. 
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