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~ PUNCTUATING CONVERSATION
_ f_ﬁQumatmn marks be:gan in ancient Greek texts as two curved lines that represented
1 the lips of 2 persen speaking, One curved line was placed at the beginning, as if the
.- writer were saying, “I'm telling you something sorncone else said.” The other

- corved line came at the end, 1o say, *I've finished writing the words that came out
i-.'-of l:im other penm g mamh o

- l Quatanon marks are placaeé before the first word of a quote and after the
' 9un¢:tuation that follows the last word.

B EX The teachu said, *In this class there will be no talking, chewing, breathing,
By unnecusaa i34 &ye movements, or tap dancing.”

ﬁ z’i quotcd mmark begms with a capital fetter: it’s the speaker’s first word.

CEX: ] questmned “Are you up on the firrniture again, you bad dog?™ She was
drmng me crazy, I hoﬂemd “Get down now!”

i t A quotc i scpazattd {mm the “he said” part or explanatory phrase with a
- comma OR 2 guestion mark OR an exclamation paint, but neverwith
L pm@d,A prmod would create two sentences and a fall stop,

St '.EX 1 just f‘mxshcd ra:admg I Am the Cheese,” she remarked.
- "80 what did you think of it?* | asked.

Tt was excellent?” she cffused.

iagread, Ikwed it, too. >

; Noze ’I’he g-unctuauon that follows a quoted remark belongs inside the closing
- quotation marks, It’s part of the sentence and shows Ao the speaker said what
" -he orshe said, Also note that the first word of the explanatory phrase is not
o {:apzmimeri when it foﬁows the quote: “Beggin’ Strips® are my faverite snack,”
S s‘ht: Sdié o

- sz w.rmng dzalogn»—-wtwee or more people having a copversation—begin a new
- paragraph each time you alternate or change speakers.

R _'__EX “I wish rcday were Friday,” she said. “T've been looking forward to ft for
__'manths now,”

4 “How come?™ he asked.

o %Becuse finally, fmally, P supposcd to get my braces taken off. Acleast

o _ithats wh-u; my arthadann st prormised,”
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What is dialogue?

Dialogue is the conversation between
two or more characters in a story.

When writing dialogue what should you
remember?

1. Dialogue can help to create images for
the reader to “show” the reader what is
happening instead of “telling” them what
is happening.

2. Dialogue shows the personality and
“voice” of the speaker. When you write
dialogue, it should sound natural like
everyday conversation. For example, an
eleven-year-old will not sound like an
adult when they speak.

“Oh, my gosh! | just stuck my hand into
my locker and there was something slimy
in there. [t was so gross!” -

“My goodness! When | placed my hand
into my locker to retrieve my belongings,
there was a slimy object inside. It
oftended my delicate sensibilities!”

Are there any ruIes for wntlng
dialogue? - o n

& 'Weii maybe jUSt a few that
; ~ you'll need for now... we'll "
- learn more duringanother ~
; "mlnl Iesson L i

~* Indent each tlme a d:ﬁ‘erent person
speaks ; _ _1_” e _L'_

e Make the words sound l|ke everyday
ccnversatlon. S L
e Put the exact words of a speaker m
quotatlon marks i S 0
» Set off the quoted words from the rest of
the sentence by usmg a comma*‘f %

Jen asked Do Vou have atter school help?”

Nottoday, Mrs L rephed "but maybe
tomorrow

“Not today,” Mrs. L. réplied".’ ’_'Mayb’é tomorrow"

e At the end Of the qUOtEd WOde, PUt a
per:od comma or exclamatlon pomt
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“Ym home,” my mother éxda'iméd-.f .
“That’s great!” | answered.. . ==
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