Transitioning to College: Week #3

1. Teamwork

This week you will work with a group of classmates to prepare a  team project/class presentation.

Together, read and discuss the handout on TEAMWORK. Then discuss the topic you all have chosen. What does each person already know about it? How can you divide the topic into parts? Which part will each person research and prepare? You should all designate two people who will not research a part of the topic: 1) the team leader, and 2) the team secretary. The leader will coordinate the other members of the group and make sure that each team member is on task. He or she will present the team to the class and give the introduction. The team secretary will take minutes of your meetings and record members' questions/concerns. The secretary will also handle paperwork and be the principle person in charge of visual aids or a PowerPoint for the presentation. He or she will present the conclusion of the team presentation to the class. Develop a timeline of when each student will have 3 sources of information for his or her aspect of the topic and when you will all meet to practice your presentation together, as well as to think of questions that the audience or Susan may have and how to answer them.

2. . Learning and Memory 

Some people can learn quickly, but they also forget quickly. Some people take longer to understand and learn something, but they may remember it a long time. The brain is the location of the mind, but it is not exactly the same as the mind.  Brain research has progressed tremendously in the last few years; use resources as current as possible when looking up information that involves memory, brain research, or even learning strategies. Many earlier theories have changed drastically.

Learning Strategies

Generally, learning strategies are divided into cognitive, metacognitive and affective strategies, but there are many ways to look at how we learn. Last week you looked at learning styles; your preferred learning style affects which strategies you choose to use. You might also be interested in learning about multiple intelligences - Gardner is an important name in this aspect of psychology. Look up learning strategies on Google or another search engine. Be prepared to share with the class a site that you especially found informative. 

Memory

a. Go to the Learning and Study Skills page. Click on the Memory link: there are several sites listed to explore there. 
b. Near the bottom of the Transitions page there are also two links that focus on memory.

4. Evaluating a website

6. If you have time, go to the Career Center in Gaiser Hall this week. If you have a resume, you can take it on a disc or jump drive and register to get expert advice on how to improve it and to find employment. You can also ask to take an interest inventory (free) on a computer there, practice interviews, and access all of the information available on careers.

Go to the Cannell Library homepage (www.clark.edu/library/) Click on the How Do I section under Instruction & Guides on the left side of the page, Above the dark blue line near the top of the How Do I page, click on Research Help. There are 3 links under Evaluating Research; read them all. Print out the Evaluating a Website Checklist (2nd link) and keep it in the computer section of your notebook.

5. In Study Skills for Success (reserve), read Part 4: Research Strategies. Do the exercises in Lesson 17, and check your work with the Answer Key at the back of the book. Put it in the Research section of your binder.

