Computer Lab #1
Dear Students,

 Computer skills are a basic requirement in higher education and in the workplace. Levels 5 and 6 need to integrate class work with supplementary computer assignments to help you progress in your language skill areas, in your grammar, in your understanding of American culture, and in your computer literacy. If you don’t have any experience on computers, sit with a classmate who can help you complete your lab assignment. If you have a question, please raise your hand and get help immediately. 


The class page has many links that can help you improve your English and study skills, as well as your understanding of American culture. The URL of the class page is:

http://www.quia.com/pages/esltorres.html
It is impossible to study everything – that is unrealistic. When you work independently, decide how much time you can spend on the computer and limit yourself to that amount. 


Each week, you will have a different lab assignment sheet. You can work on it in TPC 116, AA5 215 during Open Lab Time (posted), or other open computer labs in AA4, Bauer 101 and Cannell (2nd floor), on the computers at a community library, or on your own computer. Work with classmates; teach each other; share information. Make each assignment interesting, fun and productive.

1. Explore the class page a little bit. 

A. Learn how to access the calendar. List two activities or events that interest you:

____________________________    when?                          Where?

____________________________    when?                          Where?

B. Quia activities are practice in the form of games. Check out two activities:

______________________________      ________________________________

C.  Links for language skill areas (especially verb tense review in Grammar) and cultural issues. 

· Under Links, click on the General Grammar page. Then click on Questions. Choose 3 different links, and for each one, write at least one sentence about what you learned or practiced:

           1.URL: _____________________________________________


         What I did there:__________________________________________________________      


      2. URL: _____________________________________________


         What I did there:__________________________________________________________

           3. URL: _____________________________________________


         What I did there:__________________________________________________________

· Go back to the homepage, and click on the Listening link. Explore the links in the section on Listening Strategies. (You don't need to write about them here.)

D. The first link on the homepage is Google: the biggest search engine in the world. Open Google, and in the search box, type Vancouver, WA. How many sites did Google find? ___________On the back of this page, write 5 things you learned. (Do not write 5 things that you already knew!)
2. Start a learning log for what you do on the computer. As you do the assigned Quia activities and explore the links on your class page, write down what you do: the date, the activities, where you found them (the URL, if you have visited a website other than the class home page), and your score or results for each one. Keep your learning log in your notebook.

      We want you to feel more and more confident using a computer. Have fun and learn a lot!

