Computer Lab #4
This week, you will become better acquainted with Google, the largest search engine in the world. You will also explain to Susan or a lab assistant how to do the following: 

· locate information quickly on a page

· copy information into a Word document

· save information (at least three ways)

· find information on the internet in your first language

· review using the Image section of Google to download or print out pictures  

To find information on the internet, we use a search engine. A search engine is like a huge telephone directory; you type in the key words you want to know about, and the search engine gives you a list of websites that can provide the information you are looking for. Go to www.google.com . Above the search box, you see several words. The first word, Web, is highlighted. That means that Google will look for websites that have information on the word(s) you write in the search box. 

1. In the following practice exercise, DO NOT CLICK ON ANY SITES - JUST RECORD THE NUMBER OF SITES FOUND.

a. Write jobs in the search box. How many sites did Google find? _________

b. In the search box, next type jobs in Portland, Oregon. How many sites? __________

c. In the search box, next type volunteer jobs in Portland/Vancouver area- # of sites: ___________ 

d. Next, type volunteer jobs in care centers in Portland/Vancouver area-  # of sites found: __________ 

Try to make your search pretty specific. Over a million sites is too general a search! The sites are listed in order of probable usefulness, so you rarely need to look through more than the first twenty sites (two pages). 

e. Now use the topic that you will present to the class. You can quickly check out sites; if you find a site you really like, you can check how many pages it has at File: Print Preview. You can print it out in the lab if it has less than four pages. DO NOT PRINT OUT MORE THAN 4 PAGES TOTAL IN THIS LAB PERIOD! If the site has more than four pages, you can download and save the information on your USB drive, or you can send it to yourself as an email attachment; then you can print it out at home if you want a hard copy. On your computer at home, you can also save directly to the hard drive. 

2. Go back to Google's home page and click on Images, which is above the search term box to the right of Web, and type your topic in the search box. Google will now look for pictures (either photos or drawings). Click Enter. How many images did it find? _______________ Click on a few images that you like. Can you make them bigger? Print out one image and staple it to your lab sheet.

3. Go back to Google's home page and Click on News. At the top of that page, there is a search box. Type the topic that you are researching for the class presentation in the box and press the Return or Enter key on your keyboard. 

How many articles did you find? ____________ 
If an article is short and interesting, you can print it out; if it is long, save it. 

4. Go back to Google's home page. To the right of the search box, click on Language Tools. Find information on your topic in your first language. How many sites did Google find? _____________________

5. Google has many other wonderful features: Maps, videos or YouTube, Documents, and the Calendar are examples. You can hear the words you type in if you go to More and then Translate.
There are many search engines. Some are more specialized than Google. It is good to become familiar with several, but Google is still the biggest and the best known. Happy web surfing!

