Computer Lab Week 6
How do you communicate with friends and family far away? Snail mail (sending letters through the postal service) is still important, especially for cards and long, personal letters, but the computer is becoming more and more important in informal ways of communicating. 

· Some students call loved ones long distance, using their computers – much less expensive than via the telephone! Do you know someone who uses SKYPE?

· E-mail is becoming a very important way to keep in touch. It is very important to be familiar with email in the workplace, too.

· Blogging is another way we can communicate via the internet. Blogs are usually centered around a particular topic (i.e., food, travel, dieting, a health issue, etc.). A person writes a short report or news item, and people who read it can respond by answering questions or asking new ones and offering information or opinions about the topic. Sometimes the person who started the blog even writes a book based on what he or she has learned from fellow bloggers. Blogging lets everyone contribute.

We will begin today by looking at the website of National Public Radio: www.npr.org
(You can listen to NPR at 91.5 FM, and you can practice listening and reading at its website. If you contribute comments on some of the blogs, you can practice your writing, too!) 

1. Double-click on the Internet Explorer icon and type in the URL of National Public Radio in the address box. Take a look at what is on NPR’s home page. Scroll down to World news. 

a. What three countries are in the top world news stories today?

1)________________________2)______________________ 3)  _____________________

      b.  Look at the list of Programs on the left side of the page. Click on Talk of the Nation. Then click on Blog of the Nation (just under the title near the top). 

Which blog has the most comments? ______________________________________________

Choose a blog whose topic interests you and read some of the comments. You don’t have to add a comment, but I encourage you to start sharing your own ideas and opinions with others more, and blogs are one easy way to do that. Write a couple of sentences about the blog you chose on the other side of this paper.
2. Close the NPR pages and go to your class website: www.quia.com/pages/esltorres.html
Open the SPEAKING page, and then click on 1) the Nonverbal Communication, 2)  the link under Types of Nonverbal communication, and 3) both links under Improving your nonverbal communication.
