Chapter 26 World War II Notes

A) Origins of World War II

1) Treaty of Versailles- 

-Many Germans were upset at the huge reparation payments they were forced to make for their role in World War I

-Hitler took advantage of the German anger to take power

2) Great Depression-

-Many people were willing to give up their individual rights to leaders who promised to deliver prosperity and national glory

3) Rise of Totalitarianism-

-Definition: Political system in which the government controls every aspect of citizens’ lives

-Expansionism: European and Asian countries looked to expand their territory



Example) Hitler wanted to unite German-speaking people and provide them with “living space”

-Persecution: Intellectuals, Communists, and especially Jews were blamed for Germany’s problems

4) The Rearming of Germany-

-Hitler ignores the Treaty of Versailles and rebuilds the German military

5) Isolationism- 

-Nations hesitated to involve themselves in matters with other countries since WWI were still fresh in their minds

6) Failure of the League of Nations-

-The groups of nations were unable to police the world and avoid future conflicts.  (Remember: The US did not join)
B) Prewar Alliances

1) Axis Powers-

-Germany, Japan, and Italy

2) Allies Powers-

-Great Britain, France, Soviet Union (Russia), and eventually the United States

-When war breaks out in Europe, the US is officially neutral

