Grade 8 Social Studies

Mr. Voll- 2009-2010 Course Syllabus

Welcome to Social Studies 8! We have quite a bit of material to cover in the course and I look forward to working with the students and the parents this year.  Please feel free to ask the teacher any questions or to come for extra help whenever you need it.  

Contact Information-
Phone: 538-6811 x1131
Email: evoll@cal-mum.org
Website: www.quia.com/pages/evoll/page1 (Check the website frequently for assistance, information, and online access to the textbook.) The site can also be accessed through www.cal-mum.org.

Course Content- This course will cover American History and Government from the middle of the 1800’s to the present.  Units that will be covered include:  

1) Geography

2) The Civil War
3) Reconstruction
4) Expanding West

5) Industrialization
6) Expanding Nation
7) The Rise of Big Cities and Immigration

8) Progressive Era
9) World War I
10) The Jazz Age
11) Great Depression

12) World War II
13) The Cold War
14) Social Change in America


Textbook- Each student will be issued a copy of our textbook for use at home and in school.  The book is titled United States History written by Deverell and White.  The book is published and distributed by Holt, Rinehart, and Winston and also contains an online access code for each student.  To ensure that the book remains undamaged, it needs to be covered at all times.
Goals for the 2009-20010 Year- Our goal is the successful completion of American History and Government 8.  Also, we will prepare for the New York State Social Studies Examination in the spring.  Along with those two major goals, fun should also be a part of the learning process.  The formula for successful achievement of these goals is described below.  Follow these steps and the class will be successful.  

General Guidelines and Student Expectations-

-All school rules will be strictly enforced!!!

-Arrive to class on time and be ready to learn when the bell rings.  Attendance is the best way to succeed with the material. 

-Work must be handed in on time.  All late work will be penalized 50%.  The teacher will grant exceptions only under extreme circumstances.  

-Students must come to class prepared on a daily basis.  This includes bringing their textbook, binder, writing utensil, paper, and their agenda.  

-Participation in class is important.  Listen to what others have to say and be ready to use your voice in class.  Your willingness to participate in class will only make your grade better.  

-All classroom policies will center on the mutual desire between the students and the teacher for RESPECT and COMMON COURTESY.  

Grading Policy-
The following formula will be used to determine a student’s quarter grade.

20%=Homework
15%=Participation
25%=Tests
25%=Quizzes
15%=Projects

-The final grade for the 2009-20010 year will be an average of the four quarter grades plus a final examination designed by the teacher.  

Discipline Procedures-
The discipline process involves several steps.  However, the teacher reserves the right to choose the step that best fits the action of the student.  

Step 1- Verbal warning

Step 2- Loss of class privileges including a possible change in seating assignments. 

Step 3- A chance to think.  A student will be given a chance to think about their actions in the hallway for a short period of time.  Then, the students will be asked to rejoin their classmates.  

Step 4- Meeting with Mr. Voll.  The student and teacher will meet outside of class time to discuss possible ways to rectify the situation.  

Step 5- Removal from class.  The student will be removed from class and their parent/guardian will be contacted.  

Step 6- The student is referred to the principal for further action.  

Lastly, both the student and the parent/guardian need to sign and return the next page.  This indicates that both the student and the parent/guardian understand what is expected of them in Social Studies 8.  This also shows students that they need to set their goals high and strive for success.  

This page is to be detached, signed, and returned to class---------------------------
Student Name (Print) ______________________________
All students must show this syllabus/contract to their parents/guardians and have it signed.  This will be your first homework grade!

-Both the student and parent/guardian need to read the syllabus before signing.  Please contact Mr. Voll if you have any questions. 

__________________________



________________________

Student Signature





Parent/Guardian Signature

-Parents, if you wish to be contacted by email by Team 8, please leave your address below.

_______________________________________________________________________
