Simple teaching Roots, Prefixes and Suffixes

Roct Words | Suffix | Prefix

COMMON ROOT WORDS AND WORD ORIGINS

ROOTS MEANING WORD

alter other alternate, alter ego

ami, amic- love amiable, amicable

amphi _ both ends or all sides | amphibian

ann,enni .- - year anniversary, annual, biennial, perennial
anthrop . human, man anthropology, anthropomorphic, misanthrope
aqua, aque water aquatic, aquarium, aqueduct

arch chief, leader, ruler archangel, monarch, archaic, archenemy
arthro joint arthritis

aud sound auditorium, audible, audiologist, audiotape
bell .owar belligerent, bellicose

biblio : book bibliography, bibliophile

bio- o life biography, autobiography, biology, antibiotic

. short

brief, abbreviate

take, seize

capture, captivate, capacity

. meat 4

carnivorous, chili con carne

yield, go

recede, secede, proceed, intercede, concession

color

chromatic, monochrome, polychrome

 ' time

chronicle, chronology, chronometer, synchronize

< know

recognize, cognitive, incognito

+ cord

harpsichord

orp - corpus, corpse, corporal
crac,crat - rule, ruler autocrat, democracy, bureaucrat, democracy
cred . . ... - believe credible, credulous, credibility, credit, credo

Cross

crucifix, crucial

- shell

crustacean

T hidden

cryptogram, cryptology, cryptic

guilt

culpable, culprit

god

deity, deify

people

demography, democracy, epidemic

tooth

dentist, dentifrice, dentin

= skin

dermatology, epidermis, hypodermic

speak, say

dictate, predict, diction, indict

- belief, opinion

orthodoxy, paradox, heterodoxy

lead

induce, deduce, seduction, conduct, abduct

two

duo

power

dynamo, hydrodynamics »

” = self

egotist, egomania

equal

equal, equity, equanimity, equate, equidistant

make, do

manufacture, factory, benefactor

= threadlike -

filament
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pneum lung pneumatic

pod feet podiatrist

port carry —| portable, transport, portage, report,

pot power potent, omnipotent, potentate
_psych- soul, spirit, mind psychology, psychic, psychobiography
pugna fight pugnacious, pugilist

quer, quis ask query, inquisition,

scent, scend climb ascend, ascent

schizo, schiz division, split schizophrenic

sci ... know scientific

sciss . cut scissors

‘scrib, seript . write manuscript, scribe, proscribe, scripture
sec,sect .. ~ cut dissect, section

sed,sess. . sit sedentary, session

sens, sent. feel, be aware sensible, sentient

sequ, secu follow sequence, sequel, consecutive

serv. serve, protect service

simil . same similar, assimilate, simile, facsimile (fax)
siphon . tube siphon

sol - sun solar

son . sound . sonar, resonate, unison

‘soph” wisdom, knowledge | philosophy, sophisticated, sophomore (wise fool)
spec, spic " look, see spectacles, spectator, inauspicious, prospect
spir ___coil spiral '

spir ~ breathe inspire, respiration, conspire, perspiration
spond, spons - promise, answer for__| respond, responsible

spont "~ ' by one's own force spontaneous

stat " stay position station

tang, tact. ~_touch tactile, tangible
_temp . __time temporary, temporize

ten,tent .~ hold tentative, tenable, tenuous

terr © . earth subterranean, terrain, terrestrial, disinter
_ﬂ]go e ___god, deity theology, polytheism, atheist, monotheism
therm- _ heat thermal, thermos, thermometer

trophy nutrition, food atrophy-—without nutrition

uro urine urologist
_vac , empty vacation, vacuum, vacuous, vacant
.. come, go intervene, convene, contravene

ver " truth veracity, verify, verity

vert turn introvert, irreversible, vertigo

vit - life vital, revitalize, vitamin

VOC . call revoke, invocation, vocal, evocative, convocation
Z00. " animal z00, zoology, zoolatry

PREFIXES

~PREFIX.. - .. .. . =l MEANING |-EXAMPLES
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pantheism, Pan-Hellenic, panorama, pandemic

_pan- all, every
para- false paramilitary, paralegal, parachute
_per- through percolate (flow through) perforate-(punch through)
peri- around perimeter, periscope
- phil-, philo- -} like, lover of philosophy, Francophile, bibliophile, philanthropy
many, several polygon, polygamy, polytechnic, polytheism
| after postgraduate, posthumous postpone
| before precede, predict (tell before)
| for, forward promote, project
| toward, in front prospect—view in front, something coming up
{ first prototype, protoplasm, protobiology
false pseudonym, pseudoscience
again, back repeat, recede, regress (step back)
back retrogression, retroactive
away from seduce (lead away), secede
under submarine, subject, subhuman subterranean
over, above superhuman, superego, superintend, surpass

with, together

symphony, synonym, system, syllable

distant, far off

telephone, telepathy, television, telegram

across transient, Transatlantic, transport (carry across)
SUFFIXES
SUFFIX .| DEFINITION EXAMPLE
-agog, -agogue . | leader demagogue, pedagogue
e | kill(ing) patricide, infanticide, herbicide. suicide
cutting appendectomy, splenectomy
act, state amnesia, mania, democracy, anarchy
having to do with anthropomorphic, dramatic, biblical, cardiac
things having to do with optics, physics
small asterisk--a little star
the belief in pacifism, terrorism, socialism, communism

one who believes in
one connected with

7] study field of
| resembling, like-shaped

one who takes part in

| exaggerated fear
| act, state, condition of

pacifist, terrorist, socialist, communist
meteorite, polite, cosmopolite

biology, geology, etymology, cardiology
asteroid, spheroid

doctor, actor, teacher, driver
photophobia, claustrophobia, agoraphobia
analysis







