Syllabus:  Français 4/5 – 2013 - 2014 - semestre 2

In this course our primary goal is to continue to improve upon the four communication skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing) or, using some newer terminology, our interpretive, interpersonal and presentational skills.  In your earlier French courses, you became acquainted with many concepts, structures, verb tenses and mood.  This semester you will learn a few new concepts and (hopefully) see a drastic improvement in your familiarity with those you’ve covered in the past.  In this course, you will only rarely hear me address the group in English (though I may, from time to time, address certain individuals in English).
We will continue to use Discovering French Rouge, (Valette & Valette), focusing on units 7 through 10 (starting with 10 and working backwards).   Be sure to take advantage of resources 

here: http://www.classzone.com/cz/index.htm , 

here: http://www.quia.com/pages/fhsfrancais456.html 

and here:  http://www.quia.com/pages/df030000.html 
You will improve your writing skills by continuing to submit journal entries on a weekly basis, the first ones being due next week.

Speaking is a skill which you will work on a daily basis.  You will have many opportunities to participate in prepared and un-prepared conversations, impromptu scenes with minimal preparation, and presentations that are completely prepared.

You will improve your interpretive skills by reading a simplified French version of Le Fantôme de l’Opéra  by Gaston Leroux (“adapted for intermediate level students of French) and by reading certain Lectures in DFR.
You will watch at least two authentic French movies, Jean de Florette and its sequel Manon des Sources (more if time permits) and write about each one. You will also watch an educational French program called French in Action (http://learner.org/resources/series83.html).  I will give you worksheets to complete as you watch.  You must watch at least one episode per week.  The opportunity may, but won’t always, occur during class.
Of course, you will become even better acquainted with verbs and grammar structures that you have studied in the past.  For example, even though you have studied the subjunctive, during this semester your familiarity with it will reach new levels.  You may also come across a few grammar topics for the very first time.
Note to French V students: You will have at least one additional project.  You will make a presentation to the class.  The presentation, given during the fourth marking period, will be on the topic of your choice.  More details will follow.  For now, think of a topic of interest to you and, if necessary, familiarize yourself with some of the vocabulary (maybe even write about this topic in journal entries).

