Guidelines and Rubric for Online Discussion Boards 
The discussion board portion of your summer assignment will count 100 points (a test grade).

The first 10 points are earned by a) providing your biography in the proper location and fulfilling all directions listed on the bio discussion (5 points), and b) posting an original response to the discussion question, “Why are you taking AP Psychology?” (5 points), both of which are found under the “Administrative Items” module.

There are 2 book-based Modules & 1 additional Module in the AP Psych Summer Assignment.  Module 1 is the Prologue—History of Psychology and Ch 1—Thinking Critically with Psychological Science.  Module 2 is Ch 4—Nature, Nurture & Human Diversity.  Module 3 contains a combination of current articles, website links, and videos having to do with psychology in some way.  For each Module, you are to select at least 5 of the discussion board topics/prompts (provided by me) to respond to and generate an original response.  Additionally, for each Module, you are to respond to at least 15 other people’s responses.  These quantity requirements are the minimum you must complete to receive full credit for the quantity portion of the assignment.  60 points

The remaining 30 points is graded based on quality of responses (guidelines below, rubric on back).

For all discussions, you should read the associated reading from the book before responding to the discussion board.  
Here are the “Guidelines” for posting and contributing to our online discussions:
	a. Initial/original posts should be a minimum of 1 short paragraph and a maximum of 2 paragraphs.  Word totals for each of these should be in the 100-200 words range.  

	b. Replies to other students’ posts should follow the bullets listed below.  A couple of sentences should be the minimum, and no more than 2 paragraphs should be the max.

	c. Be organized in your thoughts and ideas. 

	d. Incorporate correlations with the assigned readings or topics.

	e. Provide evidence of critical, college-level thinking and thoughtfulness in your responses or interactions.  Avoid summarizing.  Real-world, real-life applications are always encouraged, are fun, and will absolutely help you learn the material effectively.

	f. Contribute to the learning community by being creative in your approaches to topics, being relevant in the presented viewpoints, and attempting to motivate the discussion.

	g. Spelling/grammar isn’t graded, but don’t invent your own language!   If we can’t understand what you’re writing, you won’t get credit for it.

	h. Use proper etiquette.  Remember that being respectful of others’ opinions is just simply the right thing to do.  No matter how intelligent your responses, if they are not respectful of others, you will not receive credit for them.




When composing your original responses to the prompts also refrain from reading others’ responses prior to posting your own.  When composing replies to other students, consider the following approaches:
· provide an alternative perspective
· share stories about your own experiences
· ask questions to further the discussion
· post additional resources (web sites, video clips, articles, music, etc.)
· discuss WHY you agree or disagree with something 
· Don’t just say, “I agree,” or “I like your point. Period.  The end.”  Keep talking!!!


Discussion Board Due Dates (I will calculate grades at the end of these days):
Admin Module – July 1
Module I (Prologue & Ch1) – Aug 1
Module 2 (Ch 4) – Aug 15
Module 3 (articles, website links, videos, etc.) – Labor Day 

Rubric for Quality of Discussion Board Posts
There are 3 Modules this summer. The overall quality of all your posts for each of the three Modules will be evaluated independently of each other.  Each discussion board quality grade is 10pts, 30 points overall.

A Discussion (9-10 points)
“A” level postings:
· Are distributed evenly throughout the summer.
· Are thoughtful and analyze the content, prompt, or question asked.  
· Are never limited to “I agree” types of replies.
· Make connections to the course content and/or other experiences.
· Extend discussions already taking place or pose new possibilities or opinions not previously voiced.  
· Are from participants who interact freely with others, often attempt to motivate group discussion, and present a creative approach to the topic.
· Are always appropriate and cordial
· Consistently seek to continue the discussion by responding to other students who have responded to them.

B Discussion (8-8.9 points) 
“B” level postings:
· Are distributed evenly throughout the summer.
· Are thoughtful and analyze the content, prompt, or question asked.
· Are almost never limited to “I agree” types of replies.
· Make connections to the course content and/or other experiences, but connections are unclear, not firmly established or are not obvious.
· Contain novel ideas, connections, and/or real-world application but lack depth, detail and/or explanation.
· Are from participants who interact freely and occasionally attempt to motivate discussion. 
· Are almost always appropriate and cordial
· Usually seek to continue the discussion by responding to other students who have responded to them.

C Discussion (7-7.9 points) 
“C” level postings:
· Are somewhat clumped towards a particular portion of the summer.
· Are generally accurate, but the information delivered is limited.
· Are sometimes limited to “I agree” types of replies.
· Make vague or incomplete connections between class content and posting by other students.
· Summarize what other students have posted and contain few novel ideas.
· Show marginal effort to become involved with group.
· Sometimes include inappropriate references or insensitive comments
· Sometimes seek to continue the discussion by responding to other students who have responded to them.

D Discussion (6-6.9 points) 
“D” level postings: 
· Are largely clumped towards a particular portion of the summer, if provided at all.
· Are superficial, lacking in analysis or critique.
· Are often limited to “I agree” types of replies
· Contribute few novel ideas, connections, or applications.
· May veer off topic.
· Show little effort to participate in learning commModuley as it develops.
· Often include inappropriate references or insensitive comments
· Rarely seek to continue the discussion by responding to other students who have responded to them.

E Discussion (5-5.9 points).  
· Participant was consistently rude or abusive to other course participants.  In this case, the number and quality of other posts is irrelevant.
OR
· Participant failed to meet the basic criteria for the “D Discussion”. 
