AP Psychology Index Cards

Psychology has an extensive vocabulary of its own.  The on-going project of creating index cards for each chapter has proven to be effective in learning and remembering this extensive vocabulary.  At the end of the school year, index cards for the Prologue, Chapters 1-18, and Appendix A may be collected and counted as a test grade.  Should any chapter of index cards be missing, points will be deducted from the test grade.  

You will need approximately 450 index cards for this project. I recommend purchasing all the cards at the same time, and recommend a large card file for storage.  The card files are relatively inexpensive, and help to keep the index cards safe and in order.

The cards will be worth a homework grade of 20 to 40 points for each chapter.  In order to earn full points, specific requirements must be met.

The cards will be due and collected at then end of each chapter, usually on the day of the test for that chapter.  Late cards will not be accepted.

Remember, when you go to purchase your cards, they must be 3X5, and lined on one side.  You will need approximately 450. The color of the index cards is irrelevant in terms of grading.  Though as we will learn in the “Learning and Memory” chapters, using different colors for different topics can provide another trick for remembering and recalling information later, so I do recommend getting various colors and doing each chapter in a different color, if possible.
INDEX CARD REQUIREMENTS

The Following are Specific Directions for Full Credit

1. Only 3X5 index cards will be accepted.  This means that paper in place of cards is not acceptable, and larger index cards are not acceptable.  Color is helpful, but not absolutely necessary.  

2. The cards must be lined on one side, and blank on the other (see sample).

3. Pictures, mnemonic devices, questions, poems, songs, and other symbolic representations of the concepts, terms, and people found on the review sheet should constitute the content of your notecards.  
4. The “answer” or picture or song should appear on the lined side.  Terms, people, and concepts should appear on the non-lined side.  
5. The cards should be numbered in the upper right-hand corner of the non-lined or question/term side of the card, and should be numbered in continuous sequence.  Example; 1-20
6. The chapter’s name and number should appear in the upper left-hand corner of the lined or definition/answer side of the card.

7. The answers to your questions should be brief.  Lengthy questions defeat the purpose of this project, so limit them. (No run-on sentences please.)

8. If possible, use pen or legible marker. Pencils smear and wear off over time.

9. When the cards are collected, they should be in numerical order, and your name should be on the first card.  They should have a rubber band around them (which I will provide in class), or you can put them in a small plastic zip-lock bag, or bind them together somehow. They are always due on test day.
Example of a Properly Formatted Index Card
(You may draw pictures/diagrams/graphic organizers, use analogies, mnemonic devices, or other learning tricks on the answer side of the index card.)
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