ADVANCED PLACEMENT PSYCHOLOGY – Short Syllabus
Instructor: Andy Filipowicz
Bachelor of Science, Psychology & Government, The College of William and Mary
Master of Arts in Education, University of Phoenix
E-mail: Andrew.Filipowicz@vbschools.com
Class Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/filipowicz.html  

An introductory college course in psychology is generally one semester in length, with some variation among colleges.  The aim of an AP course is to provide the student with a learning experience equivalent to that obtained in most college introductory courses and to prepare the student to take and score high (5) on the appropriate AP Exam.

Interest and academic record are important. However, intrinsic motivation is the key factor in a student successfully obtaining college credit through the AP Psych Exam.  Learning is easier when one enjoys the subject matter.  Psychology’s subject matter naturally lends itself to personal daily applications.  In fact, it is difficult NOT to view the world through a psychological lens after taking AP Psych.  Being motivated and having a positive attitude are essential in establishing a positive classroom environment conducive to learning.  I expect your best every single day, and as your instructor, I will give my best!

	Suggested Guidelines for Getting Along with Mr. Filipowicz:
1)  Come to class prepared to learn.  The definition of prepared includes having thoughtfully finished the assigned reading and corresponding study guide/homework.  Bring your own notebook, paper, a pen or pencil, and your planner every single day.
2) Be attentive and alert in class.  The classroom is not a place to sleep.  Historically, there is a waiting list for this class.  Please respect your peers and understand you have chosen to be in this class and that you have thereby committed to giving it your best.
3) No other homework or books (or purses/manbags, etc.) should be on your desk during AP Psychology class.  No matter how pressing your other classes’ work is, and I do understand you have other classes, there is a time and place for your other work.  AP Psychology class is for psychology only.  I consider this a matter of respect.
4) Be punctual.  The school policy regarding tardiness will be enforced.  I will not warn you.  I will decide detention dates for your second and subsequent tardiness.  Work, after school activities, or other obligations will NOT be considered when determining your detention dates.  Punishments are meant to be inconvenient.  The potential to miss “the big game” or work after school should create a strong incentive for you to be punctual.

	HONOR CODE:
Dishonesty, especially in the form of cheating, will result in an immediate zero 
for the assignment, referral, and phone call to home.  
Character and integrity are precious personality traits.  Hold them sacred.




	EVALUATION:
1) Students will be graded almost exclusively on homework quizzes, discussion board participation and quality, note cards, tests, and test corrections.  Homework quizzes are usually worth 10 points.  Discussion Question point values will vary.  Tests are worth 100 points.  Notecards vary, but are usually worth 20 points. Test corrections earn you back half the points you lost on your test if done properly (how to do these will be discussed in class). 
2) TEST dates are found on the class schedule.  They will not change unless school is cancelled for multiple days due to weather /other issues.  If you are absent the block before a test is given, you will STILL be RESPONSIBLE for taking the test the day it is given.
3) Attendance is vital in a college course, and therefore, an AP course. Please schedule your dentist and doctor appointments for times other than AP psychology class, if possible.

MAKE-UP TESTS:
If you are absent the day a quiz or test is given, you must make it up within 3 SCHOOL DAYS (not blocks) from the date it is missed, or you must complete test corrections on EVERY test question.  You CANNOT make up tests during class time.  I am available before school for make-up tests.  I know you want to avoid coming in at 6am, so don’t miss tests if possible!
It is the student’s responsibility to make these arrangements.  I will not hunt you down!




	HOMEWORK:
Homework is predominantly, but not limited to, reading assignments, notecards, and test corrections.  Each night, you will have a reading assignment.  You will be quizzed on that material the next class period.  You may use YOUR reading guides and any notes YOU take on these quizzes.  

^^^If you have been absent, you are STILL RESPONSIBLE for taking scheduled (announced while you were in attendance OR listed on the class schedule) tests, daily homework quizzes and notecards on the due date.  If you are absent the day that something is due, it must be turned in the following class in order to receive full credit.  Come see me before or after school on the days we don’t have class for extra help if you missed crucial information in class.  Having a “buddy” in class to call is EXTREMELY helpful to find out what was missed in class. Any Power Points and most handouts will be available for downloading/printing on my website.  Content is always readily available for you.  It’s the understandings one gains from demonstrations and explanations that are difficult, if not impossible, to “makeup.”

*** Most late assignments are accepted for half credit.  However, failure to turn in test corrections results in -5pts from your earned point total for the quarter.  Subsequent failure to complete test corrections results in -10pts, -15pts, etc.  Upon completion of late test corrections, negative points are converted into zeros and do NOT negatively affect the student’s quarterly grade.  However, the chance to earn back points will have been forfeited.


 
