

2

Developmental Psychology – Thematic Questions – 25 Notecards
1) What are the 3 big issues in developmental psychology?  Examples of each?
2) What are the 5 major infant reflexes and when does each disappear? Evolutionary reasons?
3) Define teratogens and give 3 examples.  What’s the leading cause of mental retardation today?
4) Define the following stages of development: zygote, embryo, fetus
5) Define habituation.  Why is it important to developmental psychologists?
6) Define maturation.  How does it define the parameters of development?  How is it different than “learning” or “training”?
7) Describe the senses at birth? Which is dominant?  Which becomes dominant by about 1 year? 
8) Describe other capabilities of the newborn, infantile amnesia.
9) Describe Harry Harlow’s research with rhesus monkeys and describe his conclusions.
10) Describe the difference between critical periods of attachment in humans and non-human mammals (imprinting).  What is a critical period?
11) Define temperament and describe how we know that temperament has a high heritability.  
12) Define infantile amnesia and its relation to neural development in the early months of life. When can babies begin to imitate others behaviors seen 3 months earlier?
13) Define the following “Piagetian” terms and/or know the stages at which these things are present or are overcome: object permanence, conservation, assimilation, accommodation, egocentrism, schema, stranger anxiety, mental representation, reversibility, all 4 stages, theory of mind
14) When do girls and boys, respectively enter puberty?  What can we predict about puberty?
15) What is the difference between gender-role stereotyping and gender-typing?
16) What are the 4 attachment styles? How are they correlated with future social relationships? Know Bowlby’s 4 Characteristics of Attachment
17) What was Mary Ainsworth’s Strange Situation test and what were the 4 attachment styles (explain each) she developed from this experiment?  How are they correlated with future social relationships?  
18) What are Baumrind’s 4 parenting styles? 
19) How do attachment styles and parenting styles work in a reciprocal or circular relationship?
20) What area of the brain’s association areas develops last? (what function?)
21) How does language development illustrate the interaction of nature and nurture?
22) At what decade of life does Daniel Levinson predict the midlife crisis will occur?
23) Describe the “empty nest syndrome” and its affect on the home environment.
24) How do cross-sectional and longitudinal provide conflicting results concerning the development of intelligence? What is a sequential design? 
25) What type of memory goes down with age?  What type of memory remains the same or even increases with age?  Sensory development (at what age does there begin a sharp decline)?  How is Alzheimer’s different than simple aging?
26) According to Erikson, when does human personality achieve the greatest stability?
27) What are Erikson’s theory, 8 stages, ages, milestones, focus of the theory?  How does Gilligan critique it?
28) What are Freud’s theory, 5 stages, ages, fixation, Oedipus / Electra Complex?
29) What are Kohlberg’s 3 levels, ages, and what is his theory called?  How/why is it a theory of morality based in cognitive development?  How does it map onto Piaget’s theory?  How does Gilligan critique it?
30) What are Kubler-Ross’s 5 stages and what is her theory called?
31) What is Bandura’s Social Cognitive Theory’s main paradigm for analyzing development (what one dichotomous factor does this theory focus in on)
32) In terms of length, what is the major difference between Erikson and Freud’s development theories?
33)  What do we know about menopause and how common its negative effects are?
34) Describe all 4 phases of Marcia’s Identity Formation Model.

