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The American Dream—2010-2011 Expectations/Syllabus
The American Dream – Syllabus

Teacher:	Mr. Andy Filipowicz, BS William and Mary, MAED University of Phoenix
Teaching Blocks: 1A, 3A, 1B, 2B, 3B  Room 138 (New Wing)
Non-Teaching Blocks:
2-1 A  Study Block Room 149 (Computer Lab in Business Hallway)
2-2A, 4A, 4B  138 / Cafeteria / Social Studies Office / Coach’s Office
Email: Andrew.Filipowicz@vbschools.com 		Phone: Please, DO NOT use voicemail
Website: http://www.quia.com/pages/filipowicz.html  (all class files located here!)

Materials:	Binder: 3 ring (1”- 2” or more), along with loose leaf paper, for class notes and handouts (I give A LOT of these).  I will never collect your regular notebook, but I absolutely recommend keeping your “American Dream” materials separate from your other subjects.  
	
Journal: This can be in the binding format you prefer (a minimum ½”, 3 ring binder with loose leaf paper, a 1 subject spiral notebook, or a black and white composition notebook).  Either way, it must be maintained separate from your other notebooks, because it may be collected at any time.

	Something with which to write (please use normal colors for all assessments)

Textbook: Appleby, J., Brinkley, A., Broussard, A., McPherson, J., and Ritchie, D. (2008).  The American Vision. New York, NY: Glencoe McGraw-Hill. (provided)
SOL Test:	Yes, there is an SOL test for this class!  Yes, everyone must take it.  No, this is not the entire focus of this class. The SOL will be given in May, 2011.
What is The American Dream?
Welcome to the study of “The American Dream”.  I am confident you have heard this phrase before.  But, have you thought about its meaning?  Is it white picket fences with sunflowers and a full garden growing in the backyard?  Is it rising from poverty to become one of the country’s leading entrepreneurs?  Is it arriving here from another country as an immigrant, incorporating oneself into an unknown culture and setting the foundation for future generations to succeed?  Is it a passive concept—idly passing through time and space, enjoying one’s good fortune of living in our country at this particular time in history?  
The “American Dream” will be our central theme this school year.  We will define what it means to each of us and consider the evolution of it throughout American History.  The course will be broken down thematically NOT chronologically.  Yes, that’s right, we will NOT start with Native Americans and end with President Obama.  Rather, we will focus in on five (5) sub-themes and when people, events, and concepts from history fit these sub-themes, we’ll cover them.  I am hopeful this will make for an interesting and unique perspective of American history.  
It is hard to know anything about history without also studying where we are now, as a country, in the world.  Therefore, current events (Does the national debt really matter?) and philosophical conundrums (Is health care a natural right? / Should it be provided to all by the government?) will be debated quite often in class.  By considering the organization and problems of the world today, we can better understand historic, political, economic, cultural, and technological conditions as influencing a people’s collective history.  As technology improves, facts are less important than critical thinking (computers can look up facts, but they haven’t yet been able to critically think in the unique ways humans can)—a big part of my job is to teach you to think for yourself and I have designed my class with opportunities for you to develop this skill and be assessed on it.
History is necessarily biased.  Those who write our state curriculum have a particular goal in mind and act upon that goal when they select and deselect certain aspects of history.  I am no different.  My ultimate goal is for you to choose to use your thinking ability to arrive at your own conclusions concerning controversial issues.  To achieve this end, I will oscillate between multiple biases at various points throughout the year.  Some opinions and perspectives are more rational and practical than others, however, and we will together attempt to delineate between valuable and not so valuable perspectives.


Grades
	End of Day Assessments
	10pts
	
	Daily Journals
	Varies

	Unit Assessments
	200pts
	
	Individual Assignments (CW)
	Varies

	Participation 
	50pts
	
	Group Assignments (CW)
	Varies



New VBCPS Grading Scale for 2010-2011
	93-100
	A
	4.0

	90-92
	A-
	3.7

	87-89
	B+
	3.3

	83-86
	B
	3.0

	80-82
	B-
	2.7

	77-79
	C+
	2.3

	73-76
	C
	2.0

	70-72
	C-
	1.7

	67-69
	D+
	1.3

	64-66
	D
	1.0

	Below 64
	E
	0.0



	End of Day Assessments: Sometimes open, sometimes closed notes / books 
	Unit Assessments: Following each of the 5 sub-themes, there will be a unit assessment of that particular theme.  The tests will be a compilation of formats (multiple choice, matching, definition with or without word bank, short answer, and essay).  
Participation: We absolutely MUST be willing to talk and interact in this class!  We’ve got about 1.5 hours every other day together.  I don’t want to talk (though I can) that whole time! 
My assessment of your participation will be based on your ability to consistently provide positive contributions to class in the form of large group discussions, group work, asking questions during lectures, and answering questions put forth by your classmates and me.  Grades will be severely reduced for disrespectful language or actions (i.e. reacting outwardly negative following another student’s comments, doing something unrelated to our class during our class time, etc.)  It doesn’t really matter if you want to be here or not.  It’s your job to be here, so you might as well try and enjoy it! 
	Daily Journals: Each day, we will start with a stimulating, challenging, and provocative journal topic.  Typically, the topics do not require prior knowledge.  Often, the topics include questions about social issues or current pop-culture events.  This will take anywhere from 5-30 minutes, depending on the topic.  You will turn these in and be evaluated on your general effort and ability to put interesting thoughts into coherent sentences.
Individual & Group Assignments: vary greatly 


Work Load
	This course, “The American Dream,” demands a great deal from students and certainly challenges them to stay engaged.  However, I have designed the course so that most course work can be completed in school.  In other words, I typically do NOT assign “homework” in the form of book work or worksheets.  However, I reserve the right to provide graded homework assignments to students who need additional opportunities to demonstrate their proficiency in the class.  These assignments may be distributed to students who truly would benefit from such enrichment activities as well as students who choose to be otherwise distracted during class time and are therefore unable to demonstrate proficiency.  
	Nonetheless, all students should regularly prepare extensively for the 5 large Unit Assessments throughout the year.  These will be announced well in advance and placed on our class website’s calendar.

Must Knows
Honor Code: I hold you all in high regard and would never even begin to think that you would stoop to cheat.  Nonetheless, if you are caught cheating (I know you all know the many definitions of cheating), I will give you a zero for the particular assignment, drop your participation grade significantly, and call your parents and inform them of your poor decision.  Integrity is a difficult trait to possess once given away.
Late Work: All assignments are due at the beginning of the class on the date announced, unless otherwise stated.  All “turned in work,” receives a letter grade deduction (-10pts) for each class period it is late.  If you have a planned absence (extracurricular stuff, field trips, sports, appointments, etc.), you must inform me at least 1 week prior to the absence.  Your work will be due prior to your absence or it will be considered late.  This includes tests.
Absences: If you are absent, upon your return, check the “absent (black) bins” behind my desk in Room 138 for handouts from the previous day.  Go online for PPTs and check with a buddy for any additional notes or explanations of demonstrations.  I cannot re-teach the class to you, but I am available for EXTRA help in my off blocks or after school—but only if you are TRULY and consistently doing your part to be successful.   All the tools and information for you to be successful are in place.  It is your job to stay on pace with the rest of us.  
Attendance/Tardy: Attendance will be taken promptly at 7:25am.  If you are not present for any fifteen minutes (15) of the class for any reason, you will be marked absent.  If you have perfect attendance for a semester, you will receive a bonus +2% on your overall grade.  If you miss 1-2 days or less, you will receive a bonus +1% on your overall grade.
Make Up Work: Students who miss a class will be given an alternative research and writing assignment to supplant that day’s lesson.  Unit assessments will be made up the day following a student’s absence.  Students absent the day prior to unit assessments will be responsible for taking the unit assessment on the day it is assigned.  Please check the website for any course content missed when absent.  
Cell Phones: Zero tolerance – not permitted at all / TEXTING IN MY CLASS WOULD MAKE ME EXTREMELY UPSET.  
Dress Code: This isn’t the beach, the club, or your bedroom.  Please dress appropriately.  See the Student Code of Conduct if you have any questions.
Technology Issues: Technology issues including, but not limited to printer, computer, car, disk, paper and other similar issues are NOT acceptable reasons for work to be turned in late without penalty.  Plan ahead, turn in work early, and make back up files.  Flash drives are great, but are easily lost and damaged, so back them up frequently. 

YES, I AM A STICKLER FOR THE RULES…SO BE PREPARED, AND DO NOT BOTHER WITH EXCUSES. YES, I WILL COUNT YOU TARDY EVEN IF YOU ARE “NOT LATE BY THAT MUCH.” THE 1ST BELL IS THE CUT-OFF.

I WILL SINCERELY EMPAHTIZE WITH YOU IF YOU END UP IN A BAD SITUATION.

NONETHELESS, TO AVOID PEOPLE TAKING ADVANTAGE OF RULE BENDERS, 
I AM TELLING YOU NOW, I CHOOSE NOT TO BEND THE RULES AT ALL.  

JUST ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO HAVE COME THROUGH MY CLASS BEFORE YOU.  I’M VERY EASY TO GET ALONG WITH UNLESS YOU EXPECT ME TO ADHERE TO A DIFFERENT SYSTEM OF RULES FOR YOU—I SIMPLY WILL NOT DO SO.

DON’T TAKE IT PERSONALLY, 
UNDERSTAND THAT IT’S IN EVERYONE’S BEST INTEREST FOR ME TO UPHOLD THE STATED RULES.


NOW, LET’S HAVE SOME FUN!


Students:
	I have read the information on the syllabus and understand and accept the responsibilities put before me. I am aware of the grading policy, the attendance policy, the make-up work policy and procedure, and basically everything on the syllabus.  Also, I understand and pledge to uphold the Ocean Lakes High School Honor Code in all situations and am aware of the consequences if I choose not to.

_________________________	____________		________________________
Student Name				Date				Student Signature


Parents / Guardians:
	I have reviewed the information on the syllabus with my son or daughter.  I understand that if I ever have any questions or concerns regarding my son or daughter’s academic performance, I am free to contact Mr. Filipowicz by email (Andrew.Filipowicz@vbschools.com) or phone. I am aware of the “American Dream” website, http://www.quia.com/pages/filipowicz.html  where most assignments and files related to the class are stored.  Also, if I happen to have any particular expertise or know of someone who does in any topic related to history, I know that Mr. Filipowicz would love to hear from me!


__________________________	_____________		__________________________

__________________________	_____________		__________________________
Parent(s) / Guardian(s) Name(s)	Date				Parent(s) / Guardian(s) Signature(s)


I would love to include you in my regular mass e-mails to all students & parents.  E-mail is also my primary means of communicating with parents.  Please provide your email address below.  Multiple addresses are fine, just use the space below.  Thanks!


****** PARENT EMAIL: ________________________________________________________________
(PLEASE WRITE EXTREMELY LEGIBLY )








Parents: Have you heard about Parent Portal through School Net?  You can review your child’s grades through the internet any time you want.  You have to sign up by coming to the guidance department here at Ocean Lakes HS, but once registered, you’ll have 24/7 access to your child’s grades.  It is a wonderful tool for staying up to date with academic progress.  Please use it and let me know if you ever have any concerns.  

