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Amistad Movie Questions

1) Why do the slaves keep 2 Spanish men alive?
2) Where do the slaves think the Spanish men are sailing them?  Where do they actually land?
3) How do the slaves react to the site of Theodore Joadson (Morgan Freeman)?
4) Why does Baldwin (Matthew McConaughey) want to find out from where the slaves originate?
5) Describe a few examples of misinterpretation due to language barriers.
6) Who is the leader of Spain and how old do you think she is?
7) How does Cinque (Djimon Hounson) kill the “beast” back home?  Why does he feel guilty about this and what follows?  
8) How was Cinque captured and by whom (describe the motives of the culprits)?
9) What does the woman with the baby do and why?
10) How are the slaves fed?
11) What is the likely reason some are ditched overboard?  How was this accomplished?  
12) What is the prosecutor’s first question to Cinque? Why did he choose this question?  
13) What does the British Naval officer reveal about the reason for the reduction of 50 names on board the ship?
14) What did the judge rule and on what fundamental question did he base his decision?
15) What point does Senator Calhoun (at dinner) try to make to the President?
16) Following the decision by President Van Buren to appeal the decision to the United States Supreme Court, to whom does Baldwin write and for what purpose?
17) What does former President John Quincy Adams try to explain to Cinque in their meeting?  Does Cinque get it?
18) Paraphrase / summarize President Adams’ message to the Supreme Court.  Cite a few specific techniques he uses to emphasize his case.
19) What is the decision of the case?  How many dissent?  

