Progressivism – Major Facts, People, and Concepts to Know
Major Purpose/Reason for Existence: a remedy to the problems of wealth gaps, dangerous working conditions, long hours, poor pay, monopolies, corruption from relationship between businesses and government (money for votes, controlling city governments); all of these things were created by the post Civil War industrialization and urbanization movements

The Five Goals:
1. Democracy - Many progressives hoped to make government in the U.S. more responsive to the direct voice of the American people by instituting reforms such as initiative, and direct primary. 

2. Social justice and equality - Many progressives supported both private and governmental action to help people in need (such action is called social justice). They embraced welfare, Prohibition of alcohol, and women's suffrage. 

3. Creating economic reform - Through regulation of large corporations and monopolies by actions such as trust-busting, many progressives hoped that they could liberate human energies from the restrictions imposed by industrial capitalism. 

4. Fostering the Efficiency Movement - Many progressives hoped to make American governments better able to serve the people's needs by making governmental operations and services more efficient and rational. 

5. Environmentalism - made great strides under progressive President Theodor Roosevelt.

The Major Proponents (in favor of changes):

1. Theodore Roosevelt (26th president, 1901-1909, Republican)

a. Bull-Moose Party formed in 1912 (split the Republicans, allowed the Democratic candidate Woodrow Wilson to win); doesn’t win, but allows Wilson to win
b. “Square Deal” – promises a fair shake for the average citizen

2. William Howard Taft (27th president, 1909-1913, Republican) 
a. A trust buster like Roosevelt
b. Strengthened the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC)

c. Fought hard for prosecution of trusts

d. Dollar Diplomacy – furthers economic development of Latin America (not really Progressive stuff, but know this!!!)

e. 16th amendment – theoretically helps to lower income gap

3. Woodrow Wilson (28th president, 1913-1921, Democrat)

a. Created the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) which helped to stop “unfair” trade practices

b. Pushed through Congress the Clayton Anti-Trust Act (no price discrimination)

What did Progressives do?

 16th-19th amendments (see the chart for full descriptions), trust-busting, support labor unions, public health programs, decrease corruption in politics (muckrakers), environmental conservation (creation of Yellowstone National Park and 100+ other national parks, and look above under each of those presidents for more stuff…
