	LCS LESSON    Note-making Skills 2: Trash and Treasure (for Y7)

	LESSON OBJECTIVES

Students to:

· Review and add to abbreviations

· Reflect on value of cutting out and cutting down.

· Develop skill in identifying important information and summarising key ideas from a body of information.



	WHERE THIS FITS IN THE BIG PICTURE

This is the second in a series of lessons on note-making skills for Y7 students.  The first lesson focused on the value of note-making, how to use abbreviations and symbols to cut down words, and the importance of cutting out non-essential words.  The remaining lessons in this Y7 unit will introduce students to some non-linear note-making techniques, including simple mind maps, storyboarding and musical notes etc.  Students will sample each technique so they are in a position to identify the one(s) that best suit their learning style and intelligence.  In Y8 and Y9, students will revisit note-making and develop the skills introduced this year (eg more complex mind maps) and learn other techniques for making notes, eg shrinking note cards, PowerPoint notes.  (NB: the LCS text to be handed out this lesson includes a technique - incredible shrinking notes -  that is intended for teaching in Y8. ) 

This lesson will start with a review of the cutting out and cutting down methods learnt in the previous lesson and which students worked on for homework.  The main focus of this lesson will be learning a technique for summarising a block of information into a few short notes by cutting out irrelevant sections and words.   Next lesson will further consolidate the skill and emphasise how to lay out the information as clear linear notes and cite sources appropriately.

	Learning styles/ intelligences addressed in lesson

Literary (reading / writing notes)

Kinaesthetic (a bit!) – using black pens to cross out ‘trash’

Aural – listening to teacher explanation and some opportunity to participate in discussion, plus talk with partner about abbreviations/notes

Visual – watching teacher modelling ‘Trash ‘n’ treasure’ method on board.  Also looking closely at pictures and thinking of appropriate captions (HW)




	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	LINK STARTER: Cutting down and cutting out

All students will:

· Show class one extra abbreviation/symbol and add one or more additional abbreviations to their collection.

· Show partner notes from subject lesson and identify abbreviations used.

· Participate in discussion about summarising (cutting out information)


	LINK STARTER: Cutting down and cutting out

Ask each student to show one extra abbreviation card.  Have spare cards available for students to write down particularly good/useful abbreviations to add to their collections.

Ask students to show a partner their notes from the subject lesson.  Students to use a highlighter pen to highlight abbreviations used in their partners’ notes.  Issue students with a red pen each and ask them to cross through any unnecessary words in their partner’s notes (eg the, and, etc)

Explain that last lesson they were learning how to cut down individual words or phrases.  Today they are going to learn about cutting out unnecessary information so that they can summarise the main points of a text or talk.  Next lesson they will learn more about laying out a clear set of linear notes.

Ask students what they understand by the term ‘summarising’.  Emphasise that summarising involves selecting important information and leaving out less important or irrelevant ideas.  Now is the time to introduce the analogy of a pirate looking for buried treasure.

Students might also suggest that it involves writing ideas in your own words.  Flag up the importance of this idea and say that you will be thinking about that more next lesson.   

Ask them to suggest when summarising would come in useful. Summarising is particularly helpful when you are researching for a project, writing an essay, answering a homework question or revising for an exam. 
	10 mins


	Students’ homework – abbreviation cards and notes example




	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	MAIN ACTIVITY: Trash ’n’ treasure
All students will:

Listen to explanation of technique

Observe teacher modelling technique for first question.

Work in pairs to apply technique to second question.

Observe teacher modelling writing summary notes from treasure words

Feedback about outcome and process, evaluating technique and personal skill in using it.


	This activity is based on a passage from the Heinemann History textbook used in most (all?) Focus schools.  

It would be a very good idea to share this lesson plan and activity with the Y7 history teacher before going ahead with this specific text.  If for any reason, they do not want you to use this text, ask them to suggest an alternative selection from the book or a text that will complement what they are doing in History lessons.  You will then need to adapt the task sheets accordingly.  Hopefully this will not be necessary and instead your colleague will jump up and embrace you warmly or even suggest teaching the lesson for you!

It is important to ensure that students really understand this technique before letting them loose on their own.  If you do not think they are ready to do the second question with a partner, continue modelling the technique for them on the board/screen, thinking out loud as you make decisions about what to trash and what to treasure.  

The last part – making summary notes – is best modelled on the board/screen unless your assessment of the homework task leads you to think that they can manage it well with a partner.  

Use the feedback session to share with students your assessment of how well they each got on with the technique, based on your observation as they were working on the second question.  Discuss aspects they found difficult.  Invite opinions from students about value of technique for them. 

It is likely that students will raise the objection that they cannot mark normal books in this way.  Also once a section has been blanked out, they may in fact need it as ‘treasure’ to answer another question.  Emphasise that they are only using their coloured pens while they are learning the technique.  Next lesson they will have a go at sifting trash from treasure without crossing anything out.  Instead they will record ‘treasure’ words on a separate sheet


	22 mins


	Photocopy of Heinemann History, Medieval Realms, pp 18 – 19: The land the Normans ruled

(copy onto A3 sheet if poss)

Screen version (use .jpg file on website) or large photocopy to stick on whiteboard.

Trash ‘n’ treasure teacher’s notes sheet




	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	PLENARY: 

All students will:
Receive and file LCS text: Boiling things down.

Think caption for one or both pictures on p 1

Suggested HOMEWORK (in liaison with subject teacher)
Make notes using the trash ‘n’ treasure technique to answer the question: Why did the Normans build castles?   

	Make sure students file the LCS text in their LCS files after the notes on The Long and the Short of it .   Tell students to read through the first page at home as part of homework to review the lesson.  Explain that the second page includes a technique that they will learn to use in Y8.  
Encourage students to write their own captions for the two pictures on the right-hand side of the text.

HOMEWORK

Most students will need to practise this technique several times with teacher support before they are confident enough to use it independently.  Next lesson will provide another (brief) opportunity to use the technique but it would be very helpful to enlist the support of other Y7 subject teachers, especially your History/Geography colleagues.   

This question and text is just a suggestion.  It is easy to identify the trash sections but it is slightly more difficult to skim the main text to find the spots to start digging.  Your friendly local History teacher may have a better idea that would fit in nicely with their teaching plans.  
	5 mins

3 mins (to explain)
	LCS Text: Boiling things down  pp 1 – 2

photocopied in colour

LCS files 

Heinemann History, Medieval Realms, pp 14 –15 (photocopied onto A3 paper)


	EVALUATION




