TRASH OR TREASURE NOTE-MAKING

THE DOMESDAY SURVEY

Teacher’s notes

The task

Explain to students that this term in History, they are studying the Norman Conquest.  After William the Conquer had gained control of the whole of England, he carried out a survey.

They have to make notes to answer two questions:

· Why did William’s survey become known as the ‘Domesday’ survey?

· Why did William want to carry out the survey?

What you will need

You will need a large copy of the text to put on the board or show via a screen/OHP.  A scanned version of the text is available as a .jpg file from the website.  You will also need a thick black board pen or similar.  

Students will need a photocopy of pp 18 – 19 of their history text book Medieval Realms plus a coloured felt-tip pen.

Explain that students will be marking the photocopy today in order to learn the technique.  Once they have mastered it, they will be able to use the technique in a way that does not involve marking their textbooks with black pen.  

They will also need a sheet of paper to write notes on.

The method
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Explain that you will be modelling the Trash ‘n’ Treasure method to make notes.  First, you will work out exactly what you are looking for.  Then you will skim through the text to locate the rough area where you should start ‘digging’ for treasure.  Like a pirate searching for treasure, you will need to throw out rocks and rubbish that stop you reaching your information ‘treasure’.  

1. Write the two key questions on the board and ask the students to copy the first one onto their notes sheet.

2. Model underlining the key words in the questions.

Why did William’s survey become known as the ‘Domesday’ survey?

Why did William want to carry out the survey?

Students to underline key words for question one on their notes sheet.

3. Skim through the two pages and identify the different bits of information in the text.  Tick each item as you locate it and ask students to do the same on their photocopied sheet.

· Picture of medieval peasants looking at survey questions.

· Charts showing types of people living in England in 1086.

· Yellow Activities section.

· Extracts from two original sources

· Main text.

4. Skim each section and model the thought processes involved in deciding if it will help you answer your questions.  If it is does not, call it ‘trash’ and cross it out with your thick black pen.  Students to do the same on their sheets.

You will be left with the main body of text and Source A.

5. Now go to the main body of text and model skimming through it to find the paragraph that contains information that will help you answer the first question: why was William’s survey known as the ‘Domesday Survey’?   Make sure all students are looking at paragraph 2 with you.

6. Read the paragraph slowly aloud.  

7. Model going through the paragraph deciding which words to black out. Students to do the same on their copy.  

Your paragraph might look like this, when you have finished:

In 1086 he sent officials into the parishes of England to carry out an enormous survey.  When they had finished asking their questions, a second group of officials was sent to each parish to check that the villagers had been telling the truth.  No wonder it became known as the Domesday Survey.  Domesday is the Day of Judgement – no one can escape that and no one seemed to be able to escape William’s survey.

8. Model making notes from the remaining ‘treasure’ words.  Your notes might look like this:

Domesday = Day of Judgement – no one can escape it.

No one able to escape W’s survey.

Officials sent into parishes of Eng. to carry out survey (
2nd group of officials sent to check truth.
9. Ask students to count words and symbols in notes (36).  Compare with number of words in original paragraph (74).  Emphasise that they have cut the number of words in half without losing any of the meaning.

10. Although now is not the time to labour the point, draw their attention to the use of space and abbreviations/symbols.

11. Now write the second question on the board and ask students to do the same on their sheet of notes.  Again, underline the key word and ask students to do the same.

Why did William want to carry out the survey?

12. Skim through the text to see which bits are relevant to answering this question.  Model the process of thinking about the value of Source A.  The opening sentence provides a short summary of what William wanted to find out from the survey.  Emphasise the usefulness of reading opening and closing sentences of paragraphs, as they often contain the main point.

13. Model skimming through the rest of Source A and deciding whether there is any further useful information to help answer the question.  No, there isn’t, so cross out the rest of Source A.

14. Now turn to the main text and ask the students to suggest whether paragraph 2 is trash or treasure.  Having just read it in detail, they should be able to recognise that as far as the second question is concerned, it is trash.  This is a good time to point out that information is not ‘trash’ or ‘treasure’ in any absolute sense but only in terms of its ability to answer a particular question.  The author did not write a lot of deliberate trash! 

15. Take students to the last paragraph and ask them to decide if it is trash – yes, it is.  Now, they are left with only two further paragraphs in which to go digging – paras 1 and 3.  

16. Ask students to work in pairs on these paragraphs, blanking out words and phrases that are not relevant.  Encourage discussion between students.  Then discuss the decisions together as a class.  

17. Get students to work in pairs to write notes based on the commonly agreed ‘treasure words’.  Make sure they put away the original text.  Again encourage discussion within pairs and then in class plenary discussion as to how to make their notes both brief and meaningful.
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