Re: reading and the information revolution

It is important to learn to read quickly [image: image1.bmp] the amount of information available is > ever b4.  

Several things have ( the ( in the ( of information available, inc. 
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s in technology and a ( in the cost of producing books and printed material.   

The invention of the printing press, c.1450, was esp. important.   By the C16, a printing press could produce about 80,000 pages of text a day, cf. a well-trained medieval monk, who could only produce four pages of text a day.   When Gutenberg first invented the printing press, books were still an expensive luxury and only the wealthy and educated could buy them.  However, w/ improvements in printing technology, the price of books ( dramatically, (even a v. poor peasant family could afford to buy Martin Luther's German Bible when it came out in 1522.  

Since then, the no. of books sold has gone on ((, with about 3.13 billion books sold in 2007.  Also, the price of books and newspapers has continued to (.  You can buy a newspaper today for < £1 and gain ( the same amount of information as the average medieval person acquired in a lifetime.

Further growth of published information has ( the spread of the WWW (i.e, the worldwide web).  It is est. that between 2006 and 2010, the amount of digital information will ( by 57% p.a.  
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