Concerning reading and the information revolution

It is important to learn to read quickly because the amount of information available is greater than ever before.  

Several things have led to the growth in the total sum of information available, including changes in technology and a decrease in the cost of producing books and printed material.   

The invention of the printing press, around 1450, was especially important.   By the 16th century, a printing press could produce about 80,000 pages of text a day, compared with a well-trained medieval monk, who could only produce four pages of text a day.   When Gutenberg first invented the printing press, books were still an expensive luxury and only the wealthy and educated could buy them.  However, with improvements in printing technology, the price of books fell dramatically, so that even a very poor peasant family could afford to buy Martin Luther's German Bible when it came out in 1522.  

Since then, the number of books sold has gone on rising, with about 3.13 billion books sold in 2007.  Also, the price of books and newspapers has continued to fall.  You can buy a newspaper today for less than £1 and gain approximately the same amount of information as a typical medieval person acquired in a lifetime.

Further growth of published information has resulted from the spread of the WWW (that is, the worldwide web).  It is estimated that between 2006 and 2010, the amount of digital information will increase by 57% per year.  

