LEARNING & COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Sample Lesson Plan


	LCS LESSON    Reading Skills:  De-coding

	LESSON OBJECTIVES

Students to:

· Appreciate the value of being able to read  (this will be developed in greater depth in the Literacy: opening doors for life lesson).

· Understand some of the brain processes involved in decoding text

· Appreciate the skills they have already developed as readers - ability to de-code text and extract meaning.

· Recognise the difficulties experienced by some people when reading ( development of greater understanding of their own or others’ situation.  

	WHERE THIS FITS IN THE BIG PICTURE

This can be delivered as either the first or last lesson in a series of four lessons on Reading Skills and is a companion lesson with the Literacy: opening doors for life lesson.  Logically, it works best as the first lesson as it provides a framework of understanding of the mechanics of reading, which is useful to know before going on to the development of better skimming and scanning skills.  It also will help students understand why some of them may find skimming and scanning harder than others.  However, you may want to put it at the end as it provides a convenient link with the first Note-making lesson.  
Students have learnt to read in primary school but may not have a real appreciation of the difficult skill they have mastered or of its value.  This lesson is intended to develop greater understanding and appreciation.  The lesson links closely with Citizenship, as it is intended to develop greater awareness of and empathy with people who experience difficulties in reading.  This will not only enable children to offer appropriate support and encouragement to classmates now but could be of value in later life if they come across others (perhaps even their own children) who have difficulties with reading.  For children with reading difficulties, the lesson could enhance their existing knowledge of dyslexia and how to manage it.

	Learning styles/ intelligences addressed in lesson

Visual

Literacy 

Aural

Interpersonal – empathetic understanding of difficulties of others


	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	STARTER

Students will:

· attempt to de-code Ladle Rat Rotten Hut
· listen to story being read

· contribute to class discussion about why it was so difficult to understand the printed words and so much easier to understand the spoken words


	STARTER

Ladle Rat Rotten Hut

Explain that as this is the first/last lesson about reading, you want them to read through a children’s story.  You want to see how well they can read, so you will be asking them questions about the story shortly.  

Give out copies of Ladle Rat Rotten Hut to each student.  It should not take long for one or more of them to express concern that they can’t understand what it is about.  Act surprised that they are having problems.  Explain that this is a well-known story.  

The aim here is to let them experience some anxiety and frustration that they can’t work out what it is about.  

Then say that as they are having so much difficulty, you will read it to them.  The story needs to be read in a southern USA drawl, so you need to have practised beforehand!  It is very difficult to get the words out right otherwise.

In class discussion that follows, cover the ideas of:

· reading involves cracking a code

· if you don’t know the code, it is frustrating 

· people who have reading difficulties experience this sort of frustration during ordinary reading tasks

Explain that in this lesson they are going to find out more about how the human brain cracks the code and learn ways in which they can improve their de-coding skills and help others who have difficulties.


	8 mins
	Ladle Rat Rotten Hut




	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	MAIN ACTIVITIES

1. Cracking the code: sight or sound

Watch slides 2 –4  of Reading: cracking the code or listen to and look at slide handouts.
Decide which scripts are best cracked using the eyes and which are best cracked using the ears 


	1.  Cracking the code: sight or sound

Show slides 2 –4  of PPT or talk through printed copies with students.  

Give students the ear/eye cards.  Tell the students that they must decide which scripts are best decoded using the sense of sight and which are best decoded using the sense of sound.  Hold up each script as a flashcard or show them on screen.  Students must hold up their eye/ear cards showing the side that they think is correct.

Note:  All  logographic scripts have phonetic components as well.

Extension:  Can they identify the scripts? (answers on back sheet).

This activity increases students’ awareness of the variety of different ways of writing that have existed throughout history and in the present day.  However, if you are pressed for time, you may need to omit this activity.  

	8 mins
	Reading: cracking the code  PPT  on screen or slides photocopied in colour 

Ideally, you should aim to show the Powerpoint Reading: cracking the code on a screen.  If you can’t do so, you should print off the slides and give them to the students.  Some depend on colour, so you will need to use a colour photocopier.  If you are able to show the ppt on screen, students would still benefit from having handouts with the slides printed 2 or 3 to a page.  

Ear/eye card (must be printed back to back on card – could be laminated for later use)

Texts in different scripts – one per page.  




	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	MAIN ACTIVITIES

2. How do we read?

Watch slides 5 - 8  of Reading: cracking the code or listen to and look at slide handouts.

3. Reading difficulties

Watch slides 9 - 12   of Reading: cracking the code or listen to and look at slide handouts.

Watch slide 13 of Reading: cracking the code or listen to and look at slide handout.

Identify famous dyslexics – play Name that genius
	2.  How do we read?

This is included as interesting background which some of your students will appreciate but you would not expect Y7s to learn the technical terminology!  

3.  Reading difficulties

As well as developing students’ understanding of what dyslexia is, this part of the lesson should be used to help students see that dyslexia does not mean someone is stupid nor that they cannot achieve at a high level.  In fact, dyslexia is sometimes regarded as a gift – it is because they were dyslexic that these people were geniuses, not in spite of it.  Emphasise to students that dyslexia is an ability as well as a disability.  Here are some characteristics that most dyslexic people share which makes them more able than ordinary people in some areas:

1. They can perceive the world is unusual and original ways  - think Einstein
2. They are highly aware of the environment.

3. They are more curious than average.

4. They think mainly in pictures instead of words.

5. They have vivid imaginations. 

6. They are highly intuitive and insightful. 

7. They think and perceive multi-dimensionally (using all the senses).

8. They can experience thought as reality. 
Give students the rogues gallery of famous dyslexics and ask them to see how many they can identify (either individually or in teams).  You can leave the list of names on the screen (not all are pictured).  When you go through the answers, tell the students little potted biographies about ones they don’t know.
	7 mins

12 mins

	Reading: cracking the code  PPT  on screen or slides photocopied in colour 

Gifted and talented dyslexics


	STUDENT ACTIVITY
	TEACHER ACTIVITY
	Timing
	Resources

	PLENARY: Improving your de-coding skills

Students will be asked to:

Watch slides 14 - 16 of Reading: cracking the code or listen to and look at slide handouts.

Decide on a challenge that they will take on during the forthcoming week to improve their de-coding skills.
	Improving your decoding skills

As you show the last slides, set some challenges for the students to do during the week – eg:
· Make up a Hink-pink riddle

· Ask parents/grandparents for their favourite tongue-twisters

· Listen to a younger sibling read

· Prepare a talk about yourself in Pig Latin, to say to the rest of the class next lesson.

Students will need to report back to the class next week about how they fared with their challenges.  
	5 mins
	Reading: cracking the code  PPT  on screen or slides photocopied in colour

	EVALUATION


