THE STUDENT’S TOOLBOX

WRITING SKILLS


C.1.1
WRITING IN PARAGRAPHS
AIM:  To learn how to structure a paragraph

A paragraph is a group of sentences that develop a main point or idea.  Most writers use paragraphs to help readers follow their thoughts more easily.

Paragraph structure

Each paragraph should have a main idea or point.  Everything in the paragraph should be connected to this idea.  

Generally, there is a topic sentence in the paragraph that tells us what the main idea is.  Usually this is the first sentence, although sometimes you might find it later in the paragraph.  

Regardless of what some people may think, the desert is a beautiful place.  The blossoming wild flowers in the spring are a joy to see.  Spectacular sunsets delight the eye. The occasional         desert fox darts across the sandy roads. It is a unique experience.
The rest of the paragraph is made up of supporting sentences that explain and expand on the main idea.  The supporting sentences need to be about the idea presented in the topic sentence. In a paragraph, every sentence should relate to the main idea.  
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Often, there is a concluding sentence that signals the end of the line of thought.




Testing products on animals is wrong because animals are helpless and can do nothing to defend themselves.  For example, dogs are forced to smoke hundreds of cigarettes every day while rabbits have shampoo continuously dropped into their eyes.  Such actions are harmful and painful to the animals.

A common way of structuring paragraphs in essays or articles is the PIE structure:

Point ( Illustration ( Explanation

You should use this structure for writing English essays about poems, novels or plays.  


The PIE paragraph structure also works well in other subjects where you have to make and explain a point and support it with examples or other evidence – eg: history, geography and business studies.   

You can vary your paragraph structure, so that sometimes you simply make your point and explain it or make your point and provide an example to support it.

When to start a new paragraph 
There is no rule as to how long a paragraph must be: it could be ten sentences or just a single sentence.  

The time to begin a new paragraph is when something changes:

	Fiction texts
	Non-fiction texts

	When there is a change of:
	When there is a change of:

	· Time
	· Topic

	· Person
	· Time

	· Place
	· Point

	· Viewpoint
	· Viewpoint


A useful acronym that might help you remember the main signals to start a new paragraph is TiPToP – Time, Person, Topic, Place.

SUMMARY:  Divide your writing into paragraphs, each conveying one main idea, followed by supporting sentences that illustrate and explain your main point.   

	
	


A comment on your example to conclude.














	PARAGRAPH PIES





POINT: 	Say what the writer does


The writer ...


shows this by...


describes ... as ...


uses ... to ...


compares ... to/with ...


suggests that ...





ILLUSTRATION:	Give an example or quote evidence from the text


For example, ‘__(quote)__’


For instance, ‘__(quote)__’





EXPLANATION:	Say what effect this has on the reader


This / which  ...


creates the/an impression of/that ...


shows that ...


emphasises that ...


makes the reader feel that ...


suggests that ...

















Example to illustrate  what you mean





Explanation of reason for your opinion


























Your main point





Connective showing you are giving a reason for your opinion
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